
 
 
 
 
Douglas Alexander MP 
House of Commons 
LONDON 
SW1A 0AA 
 
19 September 2000 
 
To:  All Members of the All Party Parliamentary Group 
 
Dear Douglas 
 
NHS National Plan – Patient Empowerment 
 
I am writing to advise you of the latest developments with regard to the 
Government’s proposal to abolish Community Health Councils.  Patrick Hall 
MP will be contacting you again shortly regarding a date for a meeting of the 
group.  I understand that the Parliamentary Under Secretary of State for 
Health responsible for CHCs, Gisela Stuart, has agreed to meet with the 
group. 
 
In the meantime, you may find the following of interest and assistance. 
 
1] I have attached a model press release regarding the abolition of CHCs.   
 It would be helpful if those MPs concerned about the Government’s  
 proposals could issue this to local media.  If you or your office require  
 further assistance in raising this issue in the media, please contact our  
 Media Officer, Murray Benham on 020 7609 8138. 
 
2] A “four nations” meeting took place last week, involving representatives  
 of CHCs in England and Wales, Health Councils in Scotland and  
 Health and Social Services Councils in Northern Ireland.  It was  

agreed at that meeting that new models for patient empowerment in all 
parts of the UK must meet the following principles: 
 
§ Independence 
§ People focussed 
§ National body to co-ordinate and set standards 
§ Integration 
§ Service wide 
§ Statutory rights 
§ Representative 
§ Transparency 

 
These criteria reflect the concerns about the National Plan which I 
raised with you in my previous letter. 

 



3] ACHCEW has continued to develop our views on the Plan.  Our 
concern is to ensure that the public get the best deal in the Health 
Service, and that any new models incorporate the principles outlined 
above.  We have, as a consequence, begun work on a successor 
structure to CHCs in their current form, that could deliver the proposals 
in the National Plan, and meet our current concerns.  A chart setting 
out this skeleton structure is attached for your information. 

 
4] I also attach an electronic copy of the article which appeared in The 

Guardian setting out our concerns. 
 
I hope that you find this information of assistance.  If you would like further  
Information, or would like to discuss the issues raised, please do not hesitate  
To get in touch. 
 
Yours sincerely  
 
 
 
 
 
DONNA COVEY 
Director 
 
Encs 



 
 
 
 
David Amess MP 
House of Commons 
LONDON 
SW1A 0AA 
 
19 September 2000 
 
To:  All Members of the All Party Parliamentary Group 
 
Dear David 
 
NHS National Plan – Patient Empowerment 
 
I am writing to advise you of the latest developments with regard to the 
Government’s proposal to abolish Community Health Councils.  Patrick Hall 
MP will be contacting you again shortly regarding a date for a meeting of the 
group.  I understand that the Parliamentary Under Secretary of State for 
Health responsible for CHCs, Gisela Stuart, has agreed to meet with the 
group. 
 
In the meantime, you may find the following of interest and assistance. 
 
1] I have attached a model press release regarding the abolition of CHCs.   
 It would be helpful if those MPs concerned about the Government’s  
 proposals could issue this to local media.  If you or your office require  
 further assistance in raising this issue in the media, please contact our  
 Media Officer, Murray Benham on 020 7609 8138. 
 
2] A “four nations” meeting took place last week, involving representatives  
 of CHCs in England and Wales, Health Councils in Scotland and  
 Health and Social Services Councils in Northern Ireland.  It was  

agreed at that meeting that new models for patient empowerment in all 
parts of the UK must meet the following principles: 
 
§ Independence 
§ People focussed 
§ National body to co-ordinate and set standards 
§ Integration 
§ Service wide 
§ Statutory rights 
§ Representative 
§ Transparency 

 
These criteria reflect the concerns about the National Plan which I 
raised with you in my previous letter. 

 



3] ACHCEW has continued to develop our views on the Plan.  Our 
concern is to ensure that the public get the best deal in the Health 
Service, and that any new models incorporate the principles outlined 
above.  We have, as a consequence, begun work on a successor 
structure to CHCs in their current form, that could deliver the proposals 
in the National Plan, and meet our current concerns.  A chart setting 
out this skeleton structure is attached for your information. 

 
4] I also attach an electronic copy of the article which appeared in The 

Guardian setting out our concerns. 
 
I hope that you find this information of assistance.  If you would like further  
Information, or would like to discuss the issues raised, please do not hesitate  
To get in touch. 
 
Yours sincerely  
 
 
 
 
 
DONNA COVEY 
Director 
 
Encs 



 
 
 
 
Michael Ancram MP 
House of Commons 
LONDON 
SW1A 0AA 
 
19 September 2000 
 
To:  All Members of the All Party Parliamentary Group 
 
Dear Michael 
 
NHS National Plan – Patient Empowerment 
 
I am writing to advise you of the latest developments with regard to the 
Government’s proposal to abolish Community Health Councils.  Patrick Hall 
MP will be contacting you again shortly regarding a date for a meeting of the 
group.  I understand that the Parliamentary Under Secretary of State for 
Health responsible for CHCs, Gisela Stuart, has agreed to meet with the 
group. 
 
In the meantime, you may find the following of interest and assistance. 
 
1] I have attached a model press release regarding the abolition of CHCs.   
 It would be helpful if those MPs concerned about the Government’s  
 proposals could issue this to local media.  If you or your office require  
 further assistance in raising this issue in the media, please contact our  
 Media Officer, Murray Benham on 020 7609 8138. 
 
2] A “four nations” meeting took place last week, involving representatives  
 of CHCs in England and Wales, Health Councils in Scotland and  
 Health and Social Services Councils in Northern Ireland.  It was  

agreed at that meeting that new models for patient empowerment in all 
parts of the UK must meet the following principles: 
 
§ Independence 
§ People focussed 
§ National body to co-ordinate and set standards 
§ Integration 
§ Service wide 
§ Statutory rights 
§ Representative 
§ Transparency 

 
These criteria reflect the concerns about the National Plan which I 
raised with you in my previous letter. 

 



3] ACHCEW has continued to develop our views on the Plan.  Our 
concern is to ensure that the public get the best deal in the Health 
Service, and that any new models incorporate the principles outlined 
above.  We have, as a consequence, begun work on a successor 
structure to CHCs in their current form, that could deliver the proposals 
in the National Plan, and meet our current concerns.  A chart setting 
out this skeleton structure is attached for your information. 

 
4] I also attach an electronic copy of the article which appeared in The 

Guardian setting out our concerns. 
 
I hope that you find this information of assistance.  If you would like further  
Information, or would like to discuss the issues raised, please do not hesitate  
To get in touch. 
 
Yours sincerely  
 
 
 
 
 
DONNA COVEY 
Director 
 
Encs 



 
 
 
 
Donald Anderson MP 
House of Commons 
LONDON 
SW1A 0AA 
 
19 September 2000 
 
To:  All Members of the All Party Parliamentary Group 
 
Dear Donald 
 
NHS National Plan – Patient Empowerment 
 
I am writing to advise you of the latest developments with regard to the 
Government’s proposal to abolish Community Health Councils.  Patrick Hall 
MP will be contacting you again shortly regarding a date for a meeting of the 
group.  I understand that the Parliamentary Under Secretary of State for 
Health responsible for CHCs, Gisela Stuart, has agreed to meet with the 
group. 
 
In the meantime, you may find the following of interest and assistance. 
 
1] I have attached a model press release regarding the abolition of CHCs.   
 It would be helpful if those MPs concerned about the Government’s  
 proposals could issue this to local media.  If you or your office require  
 further assistance in raising this issue in the media, please contact our  
 Media Officer, Murray Benham on 020 7609 8138. 
 
2] A “four nations” meeting took place last week, involving representatives  
 of CHCs in England and Wales, Health Councils in Scotland and  
 Health and Social Services Councils in Northern Ireland.  It was  

agreed at that meeting that new models for patient empowerment in all 
parts of the UK must meet the following principles: 
 
§ Independence 
§ People focussed 
§ National body to co-ordinate and set standards 
§ Integration 
§ Service wide 
§ Statutory rights 
§ Representative 
§ Transparency 

 
These criteria reflect the concerns about the National Plan which I 
raised with you in my previous letter. 

 



3] ACHCEW has continued to develop our views on the Plan.  Our 
concern is to ensure that the public get the best deal in the Health 
Service, and that any new models incorporate the principles outlined 
above.  We have, as a consequence, begun work on a successor 
structure to CHCs in their current form, that could deliver the proposals 
in the National Plan, and meet our current concerns.  A chart setting 
out this skeleton structure is attached for your information. 

 
4] I also attach an electronic copy of the article which appeared in The 

Guardian setting out our concerns. 
 
I hope that you find this information of assistance.  If you would like further  
Information, or would like to discuss the issues raised, please do not hesitate  
To get in touch. 
 
Yours sincerely  
 
 
 
 
 
DONNA COVEY 
Director 
 
Encs 



 
 
 
 
Paddy Ashdown MP 
House of Commons 
LONDON 
SW1A 0AA 
 
19 September 2000 
 
To:  All Members of the All Party Parliamentary Group 
 
Dear Paddy 
 
NHS National Plan – Patient Empowerment 
 
I am writing to advise you of the latest developments with regard to the 
Government’s proposal to abolish Community Health Councils.  Patrick Hall 
MP will be contacting you again shortly regarding a date for a meeting of the 
group.  I understand that the Parliamentary Under Secretary of State for 
Health responsible for CHCs, Gisela Stuart, has agreed to meet with the 
group. 
 
In the meantime, you may find the following of interest and assistance. 
 
1] I have attached a model press release regarding the abolition of CHCs.   
 It would be helpful if those MPs concerned about the Government’s  
 proposals could issue this to local media.  If you or your office require  
 further assistance in raising this issue in the media, please contact our  
 Media Officer, Murray Benham on 020 7609 8138. 
 
2] A “four nations” meeting took place last week, involving representatives  
 of CHCs in England and Wales, Health Councils in Scotland and  
 Health and Social Services Councils in Northern Ireland.  It was  

agreed at that meeting that new models for patient empowerment in all 
parts of the UK must meet the following principles: 
 
§ Independence 
§ People focussed 
§ National body to co-ordinate and set standards 
§ Integration 
§ Service wide 
§ Statutory rights 
§ Representative 
§ Transparency 

 
These criteria reflect the concerns about the National Plan which I 
raised with you in my previous letter. 

 



3] ACHCEW has continued to develop our views on the Plan.  Our 
concern is to ensure that the public get the best deal in the Health 
Service, and that any new models incorporate the principles outlined 
above.  We have, as a consequence, begun work on a successor 
structure to CHCs in their current form, that could deliver the proposals 
in the National Plan, and meet our current concerns.  A chart setting 
out this skeleton structure is attached for your information. 

 
4] I also attach an electronic copy of the article which appeared in The 

Guardian setting out our concerns. 
 
I hope that you find this information of assistance.  If you would like further  
Information, or would like to discuss the issues raised, please do not hesitate  
To get in touch. 
 
Yours sincerely  
 
 
 
 
 
DONNA COVEY 
Director 
 
Encs 



 
 
 
 
Joe Ashton MP 
House of Commons 
LONDON 
SW1A 0AA 
 
19 September 2000 
 
To:  All Members of the All Party Parliamentary Group 
 
Dear Joe 
 
NHS National Plan – Patient Empowerment 
 
I am writing to advise you of the latest developments with regard to the 
Government’s proposal to abolish Community Health Councils.  Patrick Hall 
MP will be contacting you again shortly regarding a date for a meeting of the 
group.  I understand that the Parliamentary Under Secretary of State for 
Health responsible for CHCs, Gisela Stuart, has agreed to meet with the 
group. 
 
In the meantime, you may find the following of interest and assistance. 
 
1] I have attached a model press release regarding the abolition of CHCs.   
 It would be helpful if those MPs concerned about the Government’s  
 proposals could issue this to local media.  If you or your office require  
 further assistance in raising this issue in the media, please contact our  
 Media Officer, Murray Benham on 020 7609 8138. 
 
2] A “four nations” meeting took place last week, involving representatives  
 of CHCs in England and Wales, Health Councils in Scotland and  
 Health and Social Services Councils in Northern Ireland.  It was  

agreed at that meeting that new models for patient empowerment in all 
parts of the UK must meet the following principles: 
 
§ Independence 
§ People focussed 
§ National body to co-ordinate and set standards 
§ Integration 
§ Service wide 
§ Statutory rights 
§ Representative 
§ Transparency 

 
These criteria reflect the concerns about the National Plan which I 
raised with you in my previous letter. 

 



3] ACHCEW has continued to develop our views on the Plan.  Our 
concern is to ensure that the public get the best deal in the Health 
Service, and that any new models incorporate the principles outlined 
above.  We have, as a consequence, begun work on a successor 
structure to CHCs in their current form, that could deliver the proposals 
in the National Plan, and meet our current concerns.  A chart setting 
out this skeleton structure is attached for your information. 

 
4] I also attach an electronic copy of the article which appeared in The 

Guardian setting out our concerns. 
 
I hope that you find this information of assistance.  If you would like further  
Information, or would like to discuss the issues raised, please do not hesitate  
To get in touch. 
 
Yours sincerely  
 
 
 
 
 
DONNA COVEY 
Director 
 
Encs 



 
 
 
 
Candy Atherton MP 
House of Commons 
LONDON 
SW1A 0AA 
 
19 September 2000 
 
To:  All Members of the All Party Parliamentary Group 
 
Dear Candy 
 
NHS National Plan – Patient Empowerment 
 
I am writing to advise you of the latest developments with regard to the 
Government’s proposal to abolish Community Health Councils.  Patrick Hall 
MP will be contacting you again shortly regarding a date for a meeting of the 
group.  I understand that the Parliamentary Under Secretary of State for 
Health responsible for CHCs, Gisela Stuart, has agreed to meet with the 
group. 
 
In the meantime, you may find the following of interest and assistance. 
 
1] I have attached a model press release regarding the abolition of CHCs.   
 It would be helpful if those MPs concerned about the Government’s  
 proposals could issue this to local media.  If you or your office require  
 further assistance in raising this issue in the media, please contact our  
 Media Officer, Murray Benham on 020 7609 8138. 
 
2] A “four nations” meeting took place last week, involving representatives  
 of CHCs in England and Wales, Health Councils in Scotland and  
 Health and Social Services Councils in Northern Ireland.  It was  

agreed at that meeting that new models for patient empowerment in all 
parts of the UK must meet the following principles: 
 
§ Independence 
§ People focussed 
§ National body to co-ordinate and set standards 
§ Integration 
§ Service wide 
§ Statutory rights 
§ Representative 
§ Transparency 

 
These criteria reflect the concerns about the National Plan which I 
raised with you in my previous letter. 

 



3] ACHCEW has continued to develop our views on the Plan.  Our 
concern is to ensure that the public get the best deal in the Health 
Service, and that any new models incorporate the principles outlined 
above.  We have, as a consequence, begun work on a successor 
structure to CHCs in their current form, that could deliver the proposals 
in the National Plan, and meet our current concerns.  A chart setting 
out this skeleton structure is attached for your information. 

 
4] I also attach an electronic copy of the article which appeared in The 

Guardian setting out our concerns. 
 
I hope that you find this information of assistance.  If you would like further  
Information, or would like to discuss the issues raised, please do not hesitate  
To get in touch. 
 
Yours sincerely  
 
 
 
 
 
DONNA COVEY 
Director 
 
Encs 



 
 
 
 
Charlotte Atkins MP 
House of Commons 
LONDON 
SW1A 0AA 
 
19 September 2000 
 
To:  All Members of the All Party Parliamentary Group 
 
Dear Charlotte 
 
NHS National Plan – Patient Empowerment 
 
I am writing to advise you of the latest developments with regard to the 
Government’s proposal to abolish Community Health Councils.  Patrick Hall 
MP will be contacting you again shortly regarding a date for a meeting of the 
group.  I understand that the Parliamentary Under Secretary of State for 
Health responsible for CHCs, Gisela Stuart, has agreed to meet with the 
group. 
 
In the meantime, you may find the following of interest and assistance. 
 
1] I have attached a model press release regarding the abolition of CHCs.   
 It would be helpful if those MPs concerned about the Government’s  
 proposals could issue this to local media.  If you or your office require  
 further assistance in raising this issue in the media, please contact our  
 Media Officer, Murray Benham on 020 7609 8138. 
 
2] A “four nations” meeting took place last week, involving representatives  
 of CHCs in England and Wales, Health Councils in Scotland and  
 Health and Social Services Councils in Northern Ireland.  It was  

agreed at that meeting that new models for patient empowerment in all 
parts of the UK must meet the following principles: 
 
§ Independence 
§ People focussed 
§ National body to co-ordinate and set standards 
§ Integration 
§ Service wide 
§ Statutory rights 
§ Representative 
§ Transparency 

 
These criteria reflect the concerns about the National Plan which I 
raised with you in my previous letter. 

 



3] ACHCEW has continued to develop our views on the Plan.  Our 
concern is to ensure that the public get the best deal in the Health 
Service, and that any new models incorporate the principles outlined 
above.  We have, as a consequence, begun work on a successor 
structure to CHCs in their current form, that could deliver the proposals 
in the National Plan, and meet our current concerns.  A chart setting 
out this skeleton structure is attached for your information. 

 
4] I also attach an electronic copy of the article which appeared in The 

Guardian setting out our concerns. 
 
I hope that you find this information of assistance.  If you would like further  
Information, or would like to discuss the issues raised, please do not hesitate  
To get in touch. 
 
Yours sincerely  
 
 
 
 
 
DONNA COVEY 
Director 
 
Encs 



 
 
 
 
John Austin MP 
House of Commons 
LONDON 
SW1A 0AA 
 
19 September 2000 
 
To:  All Members of the All Party Parliamentary Group 
 
Dear John 
 
NHS National Plan – Patient Empowerment 
 
I am writing to advise you of the latest developments with regard to the 
Government’s proposal to abolish Community Health Councils.  Patrick Hall 
MP will be contacting you again shortly regarding a date for a meeting of the 
group.  I understand that the Parliamentary Under Secretary of State for 
Health responsible for CHCs, Gisela Stuart, has agreed to meet with the 
group. 
 
In the meantime, you may find the following of interest and assistance. 
 
1] I have attached a model press release regarding the abolition of CHCs.   
 It would be helpful if those MPs concerned about the Government’s  
 proposals could issue this to local media.  If you or your office require  
 further assistance in raising this issue in the media, please contact our  
 Media Officer, Murray Benham on 020 7609 8138. 
 
2] A “four nations” meeting took place last week, involving representatives  
 of CHCs in England and Wales, Health Councils in Scotland and  
 Health and Social Services Councils in Northern Ireland.  It was  

agreed at that meeting that new models for patient empowerment in all 
parts of the UK must meet the following principles: 
 
§ Independence 
§ People focussed 
§ National body to co-ordinate and set standards 
§ Integration 
§ Service wide 
§ Statutory rights 
§ Representative 
§ Transparency 

 
These criteria reflect the concerns about the National Plan which I 
raised with you in my previous letter. 

 



3] ACHCEW has continued to develop our views on the Plan.  Our 
concern is to ensure that the public get the best deal in the Health 
Service, and that any new models incorporate the principles outlined 
above.  We have, as a consequence, begun work on a successor 
structure to CHCs in their current form, that could deliver the proposals 
in the National Plan, and meet our current concerns.  A chart setting 
out this skeleton structure is attached for your information. 

 
4] I also attach an electronic copy of the article which appeared in The 

Guardian setting out our concerns. 
 
I hope that you find this information of assistance.  If you would like further  
Information, or would like to discuss the issues raised, please do not hesitate  
To get in touch. 
 
Yours sincerely  
 
 
 
 
 
DONNA COVEY 
Director 
 
Encs 



 
 
 
 
Joseph Benton MP 
House of Commons 
LONDON 
SW1A 0AA 
 
19 September 2000 
 
To:  All Members of the All Party Parliamentary Group 
 
Dear Joseph 
 
NHS National Plan – Patient Empowerment 
 
I am writing to advise you of the latest developments with regard to the 
Government’s proposal to abolish Community Health Councils.  Patrick Hall 
MP will be contacting you again shortly regarding a date for a meeting of the 
group.  I understand that the Parliamentary Under Secretary of State for 
Health responsible for CHCs, Gisela Stuart, has agreed to meet with the 
group. 
 
In the meantime, you may find the following of interest and assistance. 
 
1] I have attached a model press release regarding the abolition of CHCs.   
 It would be helpful if those MPs concerned about the Government’s  
 proposals could issue this to local media.  If you or your office require  
 further assistance in raising this issue in the media, please contact our  
 Media Officer, Murray Benham on 020 7609 8138. 
 
2] A “four nations” meeting took place last week, involving representatives  
 of CHCs in England and Wales, Health Councils in Scotland and  
 Health and Social Services Councils in Northern Ireland.  It was  

agreed at that meeting that new models for patient empowerment in all 
parts of the UK must meet the following principles: 
 
§ Independence 
§ People focussed 
§ National body to co-ordinate and set standards 
§ Integration 
§ Service wide 
§ Statutory rights 
§ Representative 
§ Transparency 

 
These criteria reflect the concerns about the National Plan which I 
raised with you in my previous letter. 

 



3] ACHCEW has continued to develop our views on the Plan.  Our 
concern is to ensure that the public get the best deal in the Health 
Service, and that any new models incorporate the principles outlined 
above.  We have, as a consequence, begun work on a successor 
structure to CHCs in their current form, that could deliver the proposals 
in the National Plan, and meet our current concerns.  A chart setting 
out this skeleton structure is attached for your information. 

 
4] I also attach an electronic copy of the article which appeared in The 

Guardian setting out our concerns. 
 
I hope that you find this information of assistance.  If you would like further  
Information, or would like to discuss the issues raised, please do not hesitate  
To get in touch. 
 
Yours sincerely  
 
 
 
 
 
DONNA COVEY 
Director 
 
Encs 



 
 
 
 
John Bercow MP 
House of Commons 
LONDON 
SW1A 0AA 
 
19 September 2000 
 
To:  All Members of the All Party Parliamentary Group 
 
Dear John 
 
NHS National Plan – Patient Empowerment 
 
I am writing to advise you of the latest developments with regard to the 
Government’s proposal to abolish Community Health Councils.  Patrick Hall 
MP will be contacting you again shortly regarding a date for a meeting of the 
group.  I understand that the Parliamentary Under Secretary of State for 
Health responsible for CHCs, Gisela Stuart, has agreed to meet with the 
group. 
 
In the meantime, you may find the following of interest and assistance. 
 
1] I have attached a model press release regarding the abolition of CHCs.   
 It would be helpful if those MPs concerned about the Government’s  
 proposals could issue this to local media.  If you or your office require  
 further assistance in raising this issue in the media, please contact our  
 Media Officer, Murray Benham on 020 7609 8138. 
 
2] A “four nations” meeting took place last week, involving representatives  
 of CHCs in England and Wales, Health Councils in Scotland and  
 Health and Social Services Councils in Northern Ireland.  It was  

agreed at that meeting that new models for patient empowerment in all 
parts of the UK must meet the following principles: 
 
§ Independence 
§ People focussed 
§ National body to co-ordinate and set standards 
§ Integration 
§ Service wide 
§ Statutory rights 
§ Representative 
§ Transparency 

 
These criteria reflect the concerns about the National Plan which I 
raised with you in my previous letter. 

 



3] ACHCEW has continued to develop our views on the Plan.  Our 
concern is to ensure that the public get the best deal in the Health 
Service, and that any new models incorporate the principles outlined 
above.  We have, as a consequence, begun work on a successor 
structure to CHCs in their current form, that could deliver the proposals 
in the National Plan, and meet our current concerns.  A chart setting 
out this skeleton structure is attached for your information. 

 
4] I also attach an electronic copy of the article which appeared in The 

Guardian setting out our concerns. 
 
I hope that you find this information of assistance.  If you would like further  
Information, or would like to discuss the issues raised, please do not hesitate  
To get in touch. 
 
Yours sincerely  
 
 
 
 
 
DONNA COVEY 
Director 
 
Encs 



 
 
 
 
Paul Beresford MP 
House of Commons 
LONDON 
SW1A 0AA 
 
19 September 2000 
 
To:  All Members of the All Party Parliamentary Group 
 
Dear Paul 
 
NHS National Plan – Patient Empowerment 
 
I am writing to advise you of the latest developments with regard to the 
Government’s proposal to abolish Community Health Councils.  Patrick Hall 
MP will be contacting you again shortly regarding a date for a meeting of the 
group.  I understand that the Parliamentary Under Secretary of State for 
Health responsible for CHCs, Gisela Stuart, has agreed to meet with the 
group. 
 
In the meantime, you may find the following of interest and assistance. 
 
1] I have attached a model press release regarding the abolition of CHCs.   
 It would be helpful if those MPs concerned about the Government’s  
 proposals could issue this to local media.  If you or your office require  
 further assistance in raising this issue in the media, please contact our  
 Media Officer, Murray Benham on 020 7609 8138. 
 
2] A “four nations” meeting took place last week, involving representatives  
 of CHCs in England and Wales, Health Councils in Scotland and  
 Health and Social Services Councils in Northern Ireland.  It was  

agreed at that meeting that new models for patient empowerment in all 
parts of the UK must meet the following principles: 
 
§ Independence 
§ People focussed 
§ National body to co-ordinate and set standards 
§ Integration 
§ Service wide 
§ Statutory rights 
§ Representative 
§ Transparency 

 
These criteria reflect the concerns about the National Plan which I 
raised with you in my previous letter. 

 



3] ACHCEW has continued to develop our views on the Plan.  Our 
concern is to ensure that the public get the best deal in the Health 
Service, and that any new models incorporate the principles outlined 
above.  We have, as a consequence, begun work on a successor 
structure to CHCs in their current form, that could deliver the proposals 
in the National Plan, and meet our current concerns.  A chart setting 
out this skeleton structure is attached for your information. 

 
4] I also attach an electronic copy of the article which appeared in The 

Guardian setting out our concerns. 
 
I hope that you find this information of assistance.  If you would like further  
Information, or would like to discuss the issues raised, please do not hesitate  
To get in touch. 
 
Yours sincerely  
 
 
 
 
 
DONNA COVEY 
Director 
 
Encs 



 
 
 
 
Harold Best MP 
House of Commons 
LONDON 
SW1A 0AA 
 
19 September 2000 
 
To:  All Members of the All Party Parliamentary Group 
 
Dear Harold 
 
NHS National Plan – Patient Empowerment 
 
I am writing to advise you of the latest developments with regard to the 
Government’s proposal to abolish Community Health Councils.  Patrick Hall 
MP will be contacting you again shortly regarding a date for a meeting of the 
group.  I understand that the Parliamentary Under Secretary of State for 
Health responsible for CHCs, Gisela Stuart, has agreed to meet with the 
group. 
 
In the meantime, you may find the following of interest and assistance. 
 
1] I have attached a model press release regarding the abolition of CHCs.   
 It would be helpful if those MPs concerned about the Government’s  
 proposals could issue this to local media.  If you or your office require  
 further assistance in raising this issue in the media, please contact our  
 Media Officer, Murray Benham on 020 7609 8138. 
 
2] A “four nations” meeting took place last week, involving representatives  
 of CHCs in England and Wales, Health Councils in Scotland and  
 Health and Social Services Councils in Northern Ireland.  It was  

agreed at that meeting that new models for patient empowerment in all 
parts of the UK must meet the following principles: 
 
§ Independence 
§ People focussed 
§ National body to co-ordinate and set standards 
§ Integration 
§ Service wide 
§ Statutory rights 
§ Representative 
§ Transparency 

 
These criteria reflect the concerns about the National Plan which I 
raised with you in my previous letter. 

 



3] ACHCEW has continued to develop our views on the Plan.  Our 
concern is to ensure that the public get the best deal in the Health 
Service, and that any new models incorporate the principles outlined 
above.  We have, as a consequence, begun work on a successor 
structure to CHCs in their current form, that could deliver the proposals 
in the National Plan, and meet our current concerns.  A chart setting 
out this skeleton structure is attached for your information. 

 
4] I also attach an electronic copy of the article which appeared in The 

Guardian setting out our concerns. 
 
I hope that you find this information of assistance.  If you would like further  
Information, or would like to discuss the issues raised, please do not hesitate  
To get in touch. 
 
Yours sincerely  
 
 
 
 
 
DONNA COVEY 
Director 
 
Encs 



 
 
 
 
Elizabeth Blackman MP 
House of Commons 
LONDON 
SW1A 0AA 
 
19 September 2000 
 
To:  All Members of the All Party Parliamentary Group 
 
Dear Elizabeth 
 
NHS National Plan – Patient Empowerment 
 
I am writing to advise you of the latest developments with regard to the 
Government’s proposal to abolish Community Health Councils.  Patrick Hall 
MP will be contacting you again shortly regarding a date for a meeting of the 
group.  I understand that the Parliamentary Under Secretary of State for 
Health responsible for CHCs, Gisela Stuart, has agreed to meet with the 
group. 
 
In the meantime, you may find the following of interest and assistance. 
 
1] I have attached a model press release regarding the abolition of CHCs.   
 It would be helpful if those MPs concerned about the Government’s  
 proposals could issue this to local media.  If you or your office require  
 further assistance in raising this issue in the media, please contact our  
 Media Officer, Murray Benham on 020 7609 8138. 
 
2] A “four nations” meeting took place last week, involving representatives  
 of CHCs in England and Wales, Health Councils in Scotland and  
 Health and Social Services Councils in Northern Ireland.  It was  

agreed at that meeting that new models for patient empowerment in all 
parts of the UK must meet the following principles: 
 
§ Independence 
§ People focussed 
§ National body to co-ordinate and set standards 
§ Integration 
§ Service wide 
§ Statutory rights 
§ Representative 
§ Transparency 

 
These criteria reflect the concerns about the National Plan which I 
raised with you in my previous letter. 

 



3] ACHCEW has continued to develop our views on the Plan.  Our 
concern is to ensure that the public get the best deal in the Health 
Service, and that any new models incorporate the principles outlined 
above.  We have, as a consequence, begun work on a successor 
structure to CHCs in their current form, that could deliver the proposals 
in the National Plan, and meet our current concerns.  A chart setting 
out this skeleton structure is attached for your information. 

 
4] I also attach an electronic copy of the article which appeared in The 

Guardian setting out our concerns. 
 
I hope that you find this information of assistance.  If you would like further  
Information, or would like to discuss the issues raised, please do not hesitate  
To get in touch. 
 
Yours sincerely  
 
 
 
 
 
DONNA COVEY 
Director 
 
Encs 



 
 
 
 
Bob Blizzard MP 
House of Commons 
LONDON 
SW1A 0AA 
 
19 September 2000 
 
To:  All Members of the All Party Parliamentary Group 
 
Dear Bob 
 
NHS National Plan – Patient Empowerment 
 
I am writing to advise you of the latest developments with regard to the 
Government’s proposal to abolish Community Health Councils.  Patrick Hall 
MP will be contacting you again shortly regarding a date for a meeting of the 
group.  I understand that the Parliamentary Under Secretary of State for 
Health responsible for CHCs, Gisela Stuart, has agreed to meet with the 
group. 
 
In the meantime, you may find the following of interest and assistance. 
 
1] I have attached a model press release regarding the abolition of CHCs.   
 It would be helpful if those MPs concerned about the Government’s  
 proposals could issue this to local media.  If you or your office require  
 further assistance in raising this issue in the media, please contact our  
 Media Officer, Murray Benham on 020 7609 8138. 
 
2] A “four nations” meeting took place last week, involving representatives  
 of CHCs in England and Wales, Health Councils in Scotland and  
 Health and Social Services Councils in Northern Ireland.  It was  

agreed at that meeting that new models for patient empowerment in all 
parts of the UK must meet the following principles: 
 
§ Independence 
§ People focussed 
§ National body to co-ordinate and set standards 
§ Integration 
§ Service wide 
§ Statutory rights 
§ Representative 
§ Transparency 

 
These criteria reflect the concerns about the National Plan which I 
raised with you in my previous letter. 

 



3] ACHCEW has continued to develop our views on the Plan.  Our 
concern is to ensure that the public get the best deal in the Health 
Service, and that any new models incorporate the principles outlined 
above.  We have, as a consequence, begun work on a successor 
structure to CHCs in their current form, that could deliver the proposals 
in the National Plan, and meet our current concerns.  A chart setting 
out this skeleton structure is attached for your information. 

 
4] I also attach an electronic copy of the article which appeared in The 

Guardian setting out our concerns. 
 
I hope that you find this information of assistance.  If you would like further  
Information, or would like to discuss the issues raised, please do not hesitate  
To get in touch. 
 
Yours sincerely  
 
 
 
 
 
DONNA COVEY 
Director 
 
Encs 



 
 
 
 
Richard Body MP 
House of Commons 
LONDON 
SW1A 0AA 
 
19 September 2000 
 
To:  All Members of the All Party Parliamentary Group 
 
Dear Richard 
 
NHS National Plan – Patient Empowerment 
 
I am writing to advise you of the latest developments with regard to the 
Government’s proposal to abolish Community Health Councils.  Patrick Hall 
MP will be contacting you again shortly regarding a date for a meeting of the 
group.  I understand that the Parliamentary Under Secretary of State for 
Health responsible for CHCs, Gisela Stuart, has agreed to meet with the 
group. 
 
In the meantime, you may find the following of interest and assistance. 
 
1] I have attached a model press release regarding the abolition of CHCs.   
 It would be helpful if those MPs concerned about the Government’s  
 proposals could issue this to local media.  If you or your office require  
 further assistance in raising this issue in the media, please contact our  
 Media Officer, Murray Benham on 020 7609 8138. 
 
2] A “four nations” meeting took place last week, involving representatives  
 of CHCs in England and Wales, Health Councils in Scotland and  
 Health and Social Services Councils in Northern Ireland.  It was  

agreed at that meeting that new models for patient empowerment in all 
parts of the UK must meet the following principles: 
 
§ Independence 
§ People focussed 
§ National body to co-ordinate and set standards 
§ Integration 
§ Service wide 
§ Statutory rights 
§ Representative 
§ Transparency 

 
These criteria reflect the concerns about the National Plan which I 
raised with you in my previous letter. 

 



3] ACHCEW has continued to develop our views on the Plan.  Our 
concern is to ensure that the public get the best deal in the Health 
Service, and that any new models incorporate the principles outlined 
above.  We have, as a consequence, begun work on a successor 
structure to CHCs in their current form, that could deliver the proposals 
in the National Plan, and meet our current concerns.  A chart setting 
out this skeleton structure is attached for your information. 

 
4] I also attach an electronic copy of the article which appeared in The 

Guardian setting out our concerns. 
 
I hope that you find this information of assistance.  If you would like further  
Information, or would like to discuss the issues raised, please do not hesitate  
To get in touch. 
 
Yours sincerely  
 
 
 
 
 
DONNA COVEY 
Director 
 
Encs 



 
 
 
 
Timothy Boswell MP 
House of Commons 
LONDON 
SW1A 0AA 
 
19 September 2000 
 
To:  All Members of the All Party Parliamentary Group 
 
Dear Timothy 
 
NHS National Plan – Patient Empowerment 
 
I am writing to advise you of the latest developments with regard to the 
Government’s proposal to abolish Community Health Councils.  Patrick Hall 
MP will be contacting you again shortly regarding a date for a meeting of the 
group.  I understand that the Parliamentary Under Secretary of State for 
Health responsible for CHCs, Gisela Stuart, has agreed to meet with the 
group. 
 
In the meantime, you may find the following of interest and assistance. 
 
1] I have attached a model press release regarding the abolition of CHCs.   
 It would be helpful if those MPs concerned about the Government’s  
 proposals could issue this to local media.  If you or your office require  
 further assistance in raising this issue in the media, please contact our  
 Media Officer, Murray Benham on 020 7609 8138. 
 
2] A “four nations” meeting took place last week, involving representatives  
 of CHCs in England and Wales, Health Councils in Scotland and  
 Health and Social Services Councils in Northern Ireland.  It was  

agreed at that meeting that new models for patient empowerment in all 
parts of the UK must meet the following principles: 
 
§ Independence 
§ People focussed 
§ National body to co-ordinate and set standards 
§ Integration 
§ Service wide 
§ Statutory rights 
§ Representative 
§ Transparency 

 
These criteria reflect the concerns about the National Plan which I 
raised with you in my previous letter. 

 



3] ACHCEW has continued to develop our views on the Plan.  Our 
concern is to ensure that the public get the best deal in the Health 
Service, and that any new models incorporate the principles outlined 
above.  We have, as a consequence, begun work on a successor 
structure to CHCs in their current form, that could deliver the proposals 
in the National Plan, and meet our current concerns.  A chart setting 
out this skeleton structure is attached for your information. 

 
4] I also attach an electronic copy of the article which appeared in The 

Guardian setting out our concerns. 
 
I hope that you find this information of assistance.  If you would like further  
Information, or would like to discuss the issues raised, please do not hesitate  
To get in touch. 
 
Yours sincerely  
 
 
 
 
 
DONNA COVEY 
Director 
 
Encs 



 
 
 
 
Peter Bottomley MP 
House of Commons 
LONDON 
SW1A 0AA 
 
19 September 2000 
 
To:  All Members of the All Party Parliamentary Group 
 
Dear Peter 
 
NHS National Plan – Patient Empowerment 
 
I am writing to advise you of the latest developments with regard to the 
Government’s proposal to abolish Community Health Councils.  Patrick Hall 
MP will be contacting you again shortly regarding a date for a meeting of the 
group.  I understand that the Parliamentary Under Secretary of State for 
Health responsible for CHCs, Gisela Stuart, has agreed to meet with the 
group. 
 
In the meantime, you may find the following of interest and assistance. 
 
1] I have attached a model press release regarding the abolition of CHCs.   
 It would be helpful if those MPs concerned about the Government’s  
 proposals could issue this to local media.  If you or your office require  
 further assistance in raising this issue in the media, please contact our  
 Media Officer, Murray Benham on 020 7609 8138. 
 
2] A “four nations” meeting took place last week, involving representatives  
 of CHCs in England and Wales, Health Councils in Scotland and  
 Health and Social Services Councils in Northern Ireland.  It was  

agreed at that meeting that new models for patient empowerment in all 
parts of the UK must meet the following principles: 
 
§ Independence 
§ People focussed 
§ National body to co-ordinate and set standards 
§ Integration 
§ Service wide 
§ Statutory rights 
§ Representative 
§ Transparency 

 
These criteria reflect the concerns about the National Plan which I 
raised with you in my previous letter. 

 



3] ACHCEW has continued to develop our views on the Plan.  Our 
concern is to ensure that the public get the best deal in the Health 
Service, and that any new models incorporate the principles outlined 
above.  We have, as a consequence, begun work on a successor 
structure to CHCs in their current form, that could deliver the proposals 
in the National Plan, and meet our current concerns.  A chart setting 
out this skeleton structure is attached for your information. 

 
4] I also attach an electronic copy of the article which appeared in The 

Guardian setting out our concerns. 
 
I hope that you find this information of assistance.  If you would like further  
Information, or would like to discuss the issues raised, please do not hesitate  
To get in touch. 
 
Yours sincerely  
 
 
 
 
 
DONNA COVEY 
Director 
 
Encs 



 
 
 
 
Virginia Bottomley MP 
House of Commons 
LONDON 
SW1A 0AA 
 
19 September 2000 
 
To:  All Members of the All Party Parliamentary Group 
 
Dear Virginia 
 
NHS National Plan – Patient Empowerment 
 
I am writing to advise you of the latest developments with regard to the 
Government’s proposal to abolish Community Health Councils.  Patrick Hall 
MP will be contacting you again shortly regarding a date for a meeting of the 
group.  I understand that the Parliamentary Under Secretary of State for 
Health responsible for CHCs, Gisela Stuart, has agreed to meet with the 
group. 
 
In the meantime, you may find the following of interest and assistance. 
 
1] I have attached a model press release regarding the abolition of CHCs.   
 It would be helpful if those MPs concerned about the Government’s  
 proposals could issue this to local media.  If you or your office require  
 further assistance in raising this issue in the media, please contact our  
 Media Officer, Murray Benham on 020 7609 8138. 
 
2] A “four nations” meeting took place last week, involving representatives  
 of CHCs in England and Wales, Health Councils in Scotland and  
 Health and Social Services Councils in Northern Ireland.  It was  

agreed at that meeting that new models for patient empowerment in all 
parts of the UK must meet the following principles: 
 
§ Independence 
§ People focussed 
§ National body to co-ordinate and set standards 
§ Integration 
§ Service wide 
§ Statutory rights 
§ Representative 
§ Transparency 

 
These criteria reflect the concerns about the National Plan which I 
raised with you in my previous letter. 

 



3] ACHCEW has continued to develop our views on the Plan.  Our 
concern is to ensure that the public get the best deal in the Health 
Service, and that any new models incorporate the principles outlined 
above.  We have, as a consequence, begun work on a successor 
structure to CHCs in their current form, that could deliver the proposals 
in the National Plan, and meet our current concerns.  A chart setting 
out this skeleton structure is attached for your information. 

 
4] I also attach an electronic copy of the article which appeared in The 

Guardian setting out our concerns. 
 
I hope that you find this information of assistance.  If you would like further  
Information, or would like to discuss the issues raised, please do not hesitate  
To get in touch. 
 
Yours sincerely  
 
 
 
 
 
DONNA COVEY 
Director 
 
Encs 



 
 
 
 
Graham Brady MP 
House of Commons 
LONDON 
SW1A 0AA 
 
19 September 2000 
 
To:  All Members of the All Party Parliamentary Group 
 
Dear Graham 
 
NHS National Plan – Patient Empowerment 
 
I am writing to advise you of the latest developments with regard to the 
Government’s proposal to abolish Community Health Councils.  Patrick Hall 
MP will be contacting you again shortly regarding a date for a meeting of the 
group.  I understand that the Parliamentary Under Secretary of State for 
Health responsible for CHCs, Gisela Stuart, has agreed to meet with the 
group. 
 
In the meantime, you may find the following of interest and assistance. 
 
1] I have attached a model press release regarding the abolition of CHCs.   
 It would be helpful if those MPs concerned about the Government’s  
 proposals could issue this to local media.  If you or your office require  
 further assistance in raising this issue in the media, please contact our  
 Media Officer, Murray Benham on 020 7609 8138. 
 
2] A “four nations” meeting took place last week, involving representatives  
 of CHCs in England and Wales, Health Councils in Scotland and  
 Health and Social Services Councils in Northern Ireland.  It was  

agreed at that meeting that new models for patient empowerment in all 
parts of the UK must meet the following principles: 
 
§ Independence 
§ People focussed 
§ National body to co-ordinate and set standards 
§ Integration 
§ Service wide 
§ Statutory rights 
§ Representative 
§ Transparency 

 
These criteria reflect the concerns about the National Plan which I 
raised with you in my previous letter. 

 



3] ACHCEW has continued to develop our views on the Plan.  Our 
concern is to ensure that the public get the best deal in the Health 
Service, and that any new models incorporate the principles outlined 
above.  We have, as a consequence, begun work on a successor 
structure to CHCs in their current form, that could deliver the proposals 
in the National Plan, and meet our current concerns.  A chart setting 
out this skeleton structure is attached for your information. 

 
4] I also attach an electronic copy of the article which appeared in The 

Guardian setting out our concerns. 
 
I hope that you find this information of assistance.  If you would like further  
Information, or would like to discuss the issues raised, please do not hesitate  
To get in touch. 
 
Yours sincerely  
 
 
 
 
 
DONNA COVEY 
Director 
 
Encs 



 
 
 
 
Peter Brand MP 
House of Commons 
LONDON 
SW1A 0AA 
 
19 September 2000 
 
To:  All Members of the All Party Parliamentary Group 
 
Dear Peter 
 
NHS National Plan – Patient Empowerment 
 
I am writing to advise you of the latest developments with regard to the 
Government’s proposal to abolish Community Health Councils.  Patrick Hall 
MP will be contacting you again shortly regarding a date for a meeting of the 
group.  I understand that the Parliamentary Under Secretary of State for 
Health responsible for CHCs, Gisela Stuart, has agreed to meet with the 
group. 
 
In the meantime, you may find the following of interest and assistance. 
 
1] I have attached a model press release regarding the abolition of CHCs.   
 It would be helpful if those MPs concerned about the Government’s  
 proposals could issue this to local media.  If you or your office require  
 further assistance in raising this issue in the media, please contact our  
 Media Officer, Murray Benham on 020 7609 8138. 
 
2] A “four nations” meeting took place last week, involving representatives  
 of CHCs in England and Wales, Health Councils in Scotland and  
 Health and Social Services Councils in Northern Ireland.  It was  

agreed at that meeting that new models for patient empowerment in all 
parts of the UK must meet the following principles: 
 
§ Independence 
§ People focussed 
§ National body to co-ordinate and set standards 
§ Integration 
§ Service wide 
§ Statutory rights 
§ Representative 
§ Transparency 

 
These criteria reflect the concerns about the National Plan which I 
raised with you in my previous letter. 

 



3] ACHCEW has continued to develop our views on the Plan.  Our 
concern is to ensure that the public get the best deal in the Health 
Service, and that any new models incorporate the principles outlined 
above.  We have, as a consequence, begun work on a successor 
structure to CHCs in their current form, that could deliver the proposals 
in the National Plan, and meet our current concerns.  A chart setting 
out this skeleton structure is attached for your information. 

 
4] I also attach an electronic copy of the article which appeared in The 

Guardian setting out our concerns. 
 
I hope that you find this information of assistance.  If you would like further  
Information, or would like to discuss the issues raised, please do not hesitate  
To get in touch. 
 
Yours sincerely  
 
 
 
 
 
DONNA COVEY 
Director 
 
Encs 



 
 
 
 
Julian Brazier MP 
House of Commons 
LONDON 
SW1A 0AA 
 
19 September 2000 
 
To:  All Members of the All Party Parliamentary Group 
 
Dear Julian 
 
NHS National Plan – Patient Empowerment 
 
I am writing to advise you of the latest developments with regard to the 
Government’s proposal to abolish Community Health Councils.  Patrick Hall 
MP will be contacting you again shortly regarding a date for a meeting of the 
group.  I understand that the Parliamentary Under Secretary of State for 
Health responsible for CHCs, Gisela Stuart, has agreed to meet with the 
group. 
 
In the meantime, you may find the following of interest and assistance. 
 
1] I have attached a model press release regarding the abolition of CHCs.   
 It would be helpful if those MPs concerned about the Government’s  
 proposals could issue this to local media.  If you or your office require  
 further assistance in raising this issue in the media, please contact our  
 Media Officer, Murray Benham on 020 7609 8138. 
 
2] A “four nations” meeting took place last week, involving representatives  
 of CHCs in England and Wales, Health Councils in Scotland and  
 Health and Social Services Councils in Northern Ireland.  It was  

agreed at that meeting that new models for patient empowerment in all 
parts of the UK must meet the following principles: 
 
§ Independence 
§ People focussed 
§ National body to co-ordinate and set standards 
§ Integration 
§ Service wide 
§ Statutory rights 
§ Representative 
§ Transparency 

 
These criteria reflect the concerns about the National Plan which I 
raised with you in my previous letter. 

 



3] ACHCEW has continued to develop our views on the Plan.  Our 
concern is to ensure that the public get the best deal in the Health 
Service, and that any new models incorporate the principles outlined 
above.  We have, as a consequence, begun work on a successor 
structure to CHCs in their current form, that could deliver the proposals 
in the National Plan, and meet our current concerns.  A chart setting 
out this skeleton structure is attached for your information. 

 
4] I also attach an electronic copy of the article which appeared in The 

Guardian setting out our concerns. 
 
I hope that you find this information of assistance.  If you would like further  
Information, or would like to discuss the issues raised, please do not hesitate  
To get in touch. 
 
Yours sincerely  
 
 
 
 
 
DONNA COVEY 
Director 
 
Encs 



 
 
 
 
Karen Buck MP 
House of Commons 
LONDON 
SW1A 0AA 
 
19 September 2000 
 
To:  All Members of the All Party Parliamentary Group 
 
Dear Karen 
 
NHS National Plan – Patient Empowerment 
 
I am writing to advise you of the latest developments with regard to the 
Government’s proposal to abolish Community Health Councils.  Patrick Hall 
MP will be contacting you again shortly regarding a date for a meeting of the 
group.  I understand that the Parliamentary Under Secretary of State for 
Health responsible for CHCs, Gisela Stuart, has agreed to meet with the 
group. 
 
In the meantime, you may find the following of interest and assistance. 
 
1] I have attached a model press release regarding the abolition of CHCs.   
 It would be helpful if those MPs concerned about the Government’s  
 proposals could issue this to local media.  If you or your office require  
 further assistance in raising this issue in the media, please contact our  
 Media Officer, Murray Benham on 020 7609 8138. 
 
2] A “four nations” meeting took place last week, involving representatives  
 of CHCs in England and Wales, Health Councils in Scotland and  
 Health and Social Services Councils in Northern Ireland.  It was  

agreed at that meeting that new models for patient empowerment in all 
parts of the UK must meet the following principles: 
 
§ Independence 
§ People focussed 
§ National body to co-ordinate and set standards 
§ Integration 
§ Service wide 
§ Statutory rights 
§ Representative 
§ Transparency 

 
These criteria reflect the concerns about the National Plan which I 
raised with you in my previous letter. 

 



3] ACHCEW has continued to develop our views on the Plan.  Our 
concern is to ensure that the public get the best deal in the Health 
Service, and that any new models incorporate the principles outlined 
above.  We have, as a consequence, begun work on a successor 
structure to CHCs in their current form, that could deliver the proposals 
in the National Plan, and meet our current concerns.  A chart setting 
out this skeleton structure is attached for your information. 

 
4] I also attach an electronic copy of the article which appeared in The 

Guardian setting out our concerns. 
 
I hope that you find this information of assistance.  If you would like further  
Information, or would like to discuss the issues raised, please do not hesitate  
To get in touch. 
 
Yours sincerely  
 
 
 
 
 
DONNA COVEY 
Director 
 
Encs 



 
 
 
 
Richard Burden MP 
House of Commons 
LONDON 
SW1A 0AA 
 
19 September 2000 
 
To:  All Members of the All Party Parliamentary Group 
 
Dear Richard 
 
NHS National Plan – Patient Empowerment 
 
I am writing to advise you of the latest developments with regard to the 
Government’s proposal to abolish Community Health Councils.  Patrick Hall 
MP will be contacting you again shortly regarding a date for a meeting of the 
group.  I understand that the Parliamentary Under Secretary of State for 
Health responsible for CHCs, Gisela Stuart, has agreed to meet with the 
group. 
 
In the meantime, you may find the following of interest and assistance. 
 
1] I have attached a model press release regarding the abolition of CHCs.   
 It would be helpful if those MPs concerned about the Government’s  
 proposals could issue this to local media.  If you or your office require  
 further assistance in raising this issue in the media, please contact our  
 Media Officer, Murray Benham on 020 7609 8138. 
 
2] A “four nations” meeting took place last week, involving representatives  
 of CHCs in England and Wales, Health Councils in Scotland and  
 Health and Social Services Councils in Northern Ireland.  It was  

agreed at that meeting that new models for patient empowerment in all 
parts of the UK must meet the following principles: 
 
§ Independence 
§ People focussed 
§ National body to co-ordinate and set standards 
§ Integration 
§ Service wide 
§ Statutory rights 
§ Representative 
§ Transparency 

 
These criteria reflect the concerns about the National Plan which I 
raised with you in my previous letter. 

 



3] ACHCEW has continued to develop our views on the Plan.  Our 
concern is to ensure that the public get the best deal in the Health 
Service, and that any new models incorporate the principles outlined 
above.  We have, as a consequence, begun work on a successor 
structure to CHCs in their current form, that could deliver the proposals 
in the National Plan, and meet our current concerns.  A chart setting 
out this skeleton structure is attached for your information. 

 
4] I also attach an electronic copy of the article which appeared in The 

Guardian setting out our concerns. 
 
I hope that you find this information of assistance.  If you would like further  
Information, or would like to discuss the issues raised, please do not hesitate  
To get in touch. 
 
Yours sincerely  
 
 
 
 
 
DONNA COVEY 
Director 
 
Encs 



 
 
 
 
Simon Burns MP 
House of Commons 
LONDON 
SW1A 0AA 
 
19 September 2000 
 
To:  All Members of the All Party Parliamentary Group 
 
Dear Simon 
 
NHS National Plan – Patient Empowerment 
 
I am writing to advise you of the latest developments with regard to the 
Government’s proposal to abolish Community Health Councils.  Patrick Hall 
MP will be contacting you again shortly regarding a date for a meeting of the 
group.  I understand that the Parliamentary Under Secretary of State for 
Health responsible for CHCs, Gisela Stuart, has agreed to meet with the 
group. 
 
In the meantime, you may find the following of interest and assistance. 
 
1] I have attached a model press release regarding the abolition of CHCs.   
 It would be helpful if those MPs concerned about the Government’s  
 proposals could issue this to local media.  If you or your office require  
 further assistance in raising this issue in the media, please contact our  
 Media Officer, Murray Benham on 020 7609 8138. 
 
2] A “four nations” meeting took place last week, involving representatives  
 of CHCs in England and Wales, Health Councils in Scotland and  
 Health and Social Services Councils in Northern Ireland.  It was  

agreed at that meeting that new models for patient empowerment in all 
parts of the UK must meet the following principles: 
 
§ Independence 
§ People focussed 
§ National body to co-ordinate and set standards 
§ Integration 
§ Service wide 
§ Statutory rights 
§ Representative 
§ Transparency 

 
These criteria reflect the concerns about the National Plan which I 
raised with you in my previous letter. 

 



3] ACHCEW has continued to develop our views on the Plan.  Our 
concern is to ensure that the public get the best deal in the Health 
Service, and that any new models incorporate the principles outlined 
above.  We have, as a consequence, begun work on a successor 
structure to CHCs in their current form, that could deliver the proposals 
in the National Plan, and meet our current concerns.  A chart setting 
out this skeleton structure is attached for your information. 

 
4] I also attach an electronic copy of the article which appeared in The 

Guardian setting out our concerns. 
 
I hope that you find this information of assistance.  If you would like further  
Information, or would like to discuss the issues raised, please do not hesitate  
To get in touch. 
 
Yours sincerely  
 
 
 
 
 
DONNA COVEY 
Director 
 
Encs 



 
 
 
 
Christine Butler MP 
House of Commons 
LONDON 
SW1A 0AA 
 
19 September 2000 
 
To:  All Members of the All Party Parliamentary Group 
 
Dear Christine 
 
NHS National Plan – Patient Empowerment 
 
I am writing to advise you of the latest developments with regard to the 
Government’s proposal to abolish Community Health Councils.  Patrick Hall 
MP will be contacting you again shortly regarding a date for a meeting of the 
group.  I understand that the Parliamentary Under Secretary of State for 
Health responsible for CHCs, Gisela Stuart, has agreed to meet with the 
group. 
 
In the meantime, you may find the following of interest and assistance. 
 
1] I have attached a model press release regarding the abolition of CHCs.   
 It would be helpful if those MPs concerned about the Government’s  
 proposals could issue this to local media.  If you or your office require  
 further assistance in raising this issue in the media, please contact our  
 Media Officer, Murray Benham on 020 7609 8138. 
 
2] A “four nations” meeting took place last week, involving representatives  
 of CHCs in England and Wales, Health Councils in Scotland and  
 Health and Social Services Councils in Northern Ireland.  It was  

agreed at that meeting that new models for patient empowerment in all 
parts of the UK must meet the following principles: 
 
§ Independence 
§ People focussed 
§ National body to co-ordinate and set standards 
§ Integration 
§ Service wide 
§ Statutory rights 
§ Representative 
§ Transparency 

 
These criteria reflect the concerns about the National Plan which I 
raised with you in my previous letter. 

 



3] ACHCEW has continued to develop our views on the Plan.  Our 
concern is to ensure that the public get the best deal in the Health 
Service, and that any new models incorporate the principles outlined 
above.  We have, as a consequence, begun work on a successor 
structure to CHCs in their current form, that could deliver the proposals 
in the National Plan, and meet our current concerns.  A chart setting 
out this skeleton structure is attached for your information. 

 
4] I also attach an electronic copy of the article which appeared in The 

Guardian setting out our concerns. 
 
I hope that you find this information of assistance.  If you would like further  
Information, or would like to discuss the issues raised, please do not hesitate  
To get in touch. 
 
Yours sincerely  
 
 
 
 
 
DONNA COVEY 
Director 
 
Encs 



 
 
 
 
Dennis Canavan MP 
House of Commons 
LONDON 
SW1A 0AA 
 
19 September 2000 
 
To:  All Members of the All Party Parliamentary Group 
 
Dear Dennis 
 
NHS National Plan – Patient Empowerment 
 
I am writing to advise you of the latest developments with regard to the 
Government’s proposal to abolish Community Health Councils.  Patrick Hall 
MP will be contacting you again shortly regarding a date for a meeting of the 
group.  I understand that the Parliamentary Under Secretary of State for 
Health responsible for CHCs, Gisela Stuart, has agreed to meet with the 
group. 
 
In the meantime, you may find the following of interest and assistance. 
 
1] I have attached a model press release regarding the abolition of CHCs.   
 It would be helpful if those MPs concerned about the Government’s  
 proposals could issue this to local media.  If you or your office require  
 further assistance in raising this issue in the media, please contact our  
 Media Officer, Murray Benham on 020 7609 8138. 
 
2] A “four nations” meeting took place last week, involving representatives  
 of CHCs in England and Wales, Health Councils in Scotland and  
 Health and Social Services Councils in Northern Ireland.  It was  

agreed at that meeting that new models for patient empowerment in all 
parts of the UK must meet the following principles: 
 
§ Independence 
§ People focussed 
§ National body to co-ordinate and set standards 
§ Integration 
§ Service wide 
§ Statutory rights 
§ Representative 
§ Transparency 

 
These criteria reflect the concerns about the National Plan which I 
raised with you in my previous letter. 

 



3] ACHCEW has continued to develop our views on the Plan.  Our 
concern is to ensure that the public get the best deal in the Health 
Service, and that any new models incorporate the principles outlined 
above.  We have, as a consequence, begun work on a successor 
structure to CHCs in their current form, that could deliver the proposals 
in the National Plan, and meet our current concerns.  A chart setting 
out this skeleton structure is attached for your information. 

 
4] I also attach an electronic copy of the article which appeared in The 

Guardian setting out our concerns. 
 
I hope that you find this information of assistance.  If you would like further  
Information, or would like to discuss the issues raised, please do not hesitate  
To get in touch. 
 
Yours sincerely  
 
 
 
 
 
DONNA COVEY 
Director 
 
Encs 



 
 
 
 
Roger Casale MP 
House of Commons 
LONDON 
SW1A 0AA 
 
19 September 2000 
 
To:  All Members of the All Party Parliamentary Group 
 
Dear Roger 
 
NHS National Plan – Patient Empowerment 
 
I am writing to advise you of the latest developments with regard to the 
Government’s proposal to abolish Community Health Councils.  Patrick Hall 
MP will be contacting you again shortly regarding a date for a meeting of the 
group.  I understand that the Parliamentary Under Secretary of State for 
Health responsible for CHCs, Gisela Stuart, has agreed to meet with the 
group. 
 
In the meantime, you may find the following of interest and assistance. 
 
1] I have attached a model press release regarding the abolition of CHCs.   
 It would be helpful if those MPs concerned about the Government’s  
 proposals could issue this to local media.  If you or your office require  
 further assistance in raising this issue in the media, please contact our  
 Media Officer, Murray Benham on 020 7609 8138. 
 
2] A “four nations” meeting took place last week, involving representatives  
 of CHCs in England and Wales, Health Councils in Scotland and  
 Health and Social Services Councils in Northern Ireland.  It was  

agreed at that meeting that new models for patient empowerment in all 
parts of the UK must meet the following principles: 
 
§ Independence 
§ People focussed 
§ National body to co-ordinate and set standards 
§ Integration 
§ Service wide 
§ Statutory rights 
§ Representative 
§ Transparency 

 
These criteria reflect the concerns about the National Plan which I 
raised with you in my previous letter. 

 



3] ACHCEW has continued to develop our views on the Plan.  Our 
concern is to ensure that the public get the best deal in the Health 
Service, and that any new models incorporate the principles outlined 
above.  We have, as a consequence, begun work on a successor 
structure to CHCs in their current form, that could deliver the proposals 
in the National Plan, and meet our current concerns.  A chart setting 
out this skeleton structure is attached for your information. 

 
4] I also attach an electronic copy of the article which appeared in The 

Guardian setting out our concerns. 
 
I hope that you find this information of assistance.  If you would like further  
Information, or would like to discuss the issues raised, please do not hesitate  
To get in touch. 
 
Yours sincerely  
 
 
 
 
 
DONNA COVEY 
Director 
 
Encs 



 
 
 
 
Martin Caton MP 
House of Commons 
LONDON 
SW1A 0AA 
 
19 September 2000 
 
To:  All Members of the All Party Parliamentary Group 
 
Dear Martin 
 
NHS National Plan – Patient Empowerment 
 
I am writing to advise you of the latest developments with regard to the 
Government’s proposal to abolish Community Health Councils.  Patrick Hall 
MP will be contacting you again shortly regarding a date for a meeting of the 
group.  I understand that the Parliamentary Under Secretary of State for 
Health responsible for CHCs, Gisela Stuart, has agreed to meet with the 
group. 
 
In the meantime, you may find the following of interest and assistance. 
 
1] I have attached a model press release regarding the abolition of CHCs.   
 It would be helpful if those MPs concerned about the Government’s  
 proposals could issue this to local media.  If you or your office require  
 further assistance in raising this issue in the media, please contact our  
 Media Officer, Murray Benham on 020 7609 8138. 
 
2] A “four nations” meeting took place last week, involving representatives  
 of CHCs in England and Wales, Health Councils in Scotland and  
 Health and Social Services Councils in Northern Ireland.  It was  

agreed at that meeting that new models for patient empowerment in all 
parts of the UK must meet the following principles: 
 
§ Independence 
§ People focussed 
§ National body to co-ordinate and set standards 
§ Integration 
§ Service wide 
§ Statutory rights 
§ Representative 
§ Transparency 

 
These criteria reflect the concerns about the National Plan which I 
raised with you in my previous letter. 

 



3] ACHCEW has continued to develop our views on the Plan.  Our 
concern is to ensure that the public get the best deal in the Health 
Service, and that any new models incorporate the principles outlined 
above.  We have, as a consequence, begun work on a successor 
structure to CHCs in their current form, that could deliver the proposals 
in the National Plan, and meet our current concerns.  A chart setting 
out this skeleton structure is attached for your information. 

 
4] I also attach an electronic copy of the article which appeared in The 

Guardian setting out our concerns. 
 
I hope that you find this information of assistance.  If you would like further  
Information, or would like to discuss the issues raised, please do not hesitate  
To get in touch. 
 
Yours sincerely  
 
 
 
 
 
DONNA COVEY 
Director 
 
Encs 



 
 
 
 
Sydney Chapman MP 
House of Commons 
LONDON 
SW1A 0AA 
 
19 September 2000 
 
To:  All Members of the All Party Parliamentary Group 
 
Dear Sydney 
 
NHS National Plan – Patient Empowerment 
 
I am writing to advise you of the latest developments with regard to the 
Government’s proposal to abolish Community Health Councils.  Patrick Hall 
MP will be contacting you again shortly regarding a date for a meeting of the 
group.  I understand that the Parliamentary Under Secretary of State for 
Health responsible for CHCs, Gisela Stuart, has agreed to meet with the 
group. 
 
In the meantime, you may find the following of interest and assistance. 
 
1] I have attached a model press release regarding the abolition of CHCs.   
 It would be helpful if those MPs concerned about the Government’s  
 proposals could issue this to local media.  If you or your office require  
 further assistance in raising this issue in the media, please contact our  
 Media Officer, Murray Benham on 020 7609 8138. 
 
2] A “four nations” meeting took place last week, involving representatives  
 of CHCs in England and Wales, Health Councils in Scotland and  
 Health and Social Services Councils in Northern Ireland.  It was  

agreed at that meeting that new models for patient empowerment in all 
parts of the UK must meet the following principles: 
 
§ Independence 
§ People focussed 
§ National body to co-ordinate and set standards 
§ Integration 
§ Service wide 
§ Statutory rights 
§ Representative 
§ Transparency 

 
These criteria reflect the concerns about the National Plan which I 
raised with you in my previous letter. 

 



3] ACHCEW has continued to develop our views on the Plan.  Our 
concern is to ensure that the public get the best deal in the Health 
Service, and that any new models incorporate the principles outlined 
above.  We have, as a consequence, begun work on a successor 
structure to CHCs in their current form, that could deliver the proposals 
in the National Plan, and meet our current concerns.  A chart setting 
out this skeleton structure is attached for your information. 

 
4] I also attach an electronic copy of the article which appeared in The 

Guardian setting out our concerns. 
 
I hope that you find this information of assistance.  If you would like further  
Information, or would like to discuss the issues raised, please do not hesitate  
To get in touch. 
 
Yours sincerely  
 
 
 
 
 
DONNA COVEY 
Director 
 
Encs 



 
 
 
 
Michael Clapham MP 
House of Commons 
LONDON 
SW1A 0AA 
 
19 September 2000 
 
To:  All Members of the All Party Parliamentary Group 
 
Dear Michael 
 
NHS National Plan – Patient Empowerment 
 
I am writing to advise you of the latest developments with regard to the 
Government’s proposal to abolish Community Health Councils.  Patrick Hall 
MP will be contacting you again shortly regarding a date for a meeting of the 
group.  I understand that the Parliamentary Under Secretary of State for 
Health responsible for CHCs, Gisela Stuart, has agreed to meet with the 
group. 
 
In the meantime, you may find the following of interest and assistance. 
 
1] I have attached a model press release regarding the abolition of CHCs.   
 It would be helpful if those MPs concerned about the Government’s  
 proposals could issue this to local media.  If you or your office require  
 further assistance in raising this issue in the media, please contact our  
 Media Officer, Murray Benham on 020 7609 8138. 
 
2] A “four nations” meeting took place last week, involving representatives  
 of CHCs in England and Wales, Health Councils in Scotland and  
 Health and Social Services Councils in Northern Ireland.  It was  

agreed at that meeting that new models for patient empowerment in all 
parts of the UK must meet the following principles: 
 
§ Independence 
§ People focussed 
§ National body to co-ordinate and set standards 
§ Integration 
§ Service wide 
§ Statutory rights 
§ Representative 
§ Transparency 

 
These criteria reflect the concerns about the National Plan which I 
raised with you in my previous letter. 

 



3] ACHCEW has continued to develop our views on the Plan.  Our 
concern is to ensure that the public get the best deal in the Health 
Service, and that any new models incorporate the principles outlined 
above.  We have, as a consequence, begun work on a successor 
structure to CHCs in their current form, that could deliver the proposals 
in the National Plan, and meet our current concerns.  A chart setting 
out this skeleton structure is attached for your information. 

 
4] I also attach an electronic copy of the article which appeared in The 

Guardian setting out our concerns. 
 
I hope that you find this information of assistance.  If you would like further  
Information, or would like to discuss the issues raised, please do not hesitate  
To get in touch. 
 
Yours sincerely  
 
 
 
 
 
DONNA COVEY 
Director 
 
Encs 



 
 
 
 
Alan Clark MP 
House of Commons 
LONDON 
SW1A 0AA 
 
19 September 2000 
 
To:  All Members of the All Party Parliamentary Group 
 
Dear Alan 
 
NHS National Plan – Patient Empowerment 
 
I am writing to advise you of the latest developments with regard to the 
Government’s proposal to abolish Community Health Councils.  Patrick Hall 
MP will be contacting you again shortly regarding a date for a meeting of the 
group.  I understand that the Parliamentary Under Secretary of State for 
Health responsible for CHCs, Gisela Stuart, has agreed to meet with the 
group. 
 
In the meantime, you may find the following of interest and assistance. 
 
1] I have attached a model press release regarding the abolition of CHCs.   
 It would be helpful if those MPs concerned about the Government’s  
 proposals could issue this to local media.  If you or your office require  
 further assistance in raising this issue in the media, please contact our  
 Media Officer, Murray Benham on 020 7609 8138. 
 
2] A “four nations” meeting took place last week, involving representatives  
 of CHCs in England and Wales, Health Councils in Scotland and  
 Health and Social Services Councils in Northern Ireland.  It was  

agreed at that meeting that new models for patient empowerment in all 
parts of the UK must meet the following principles: 
 
§ Independence 
§ People focussed 
§ National body to co-ordinate and set standards 
§ Integration 
§ Service wide 
§ Statutory rights 
§ Representative 
§ Transparency 

 
These criteria reflect the concerns about the National Plan which I 
raised with you in my previous letter. 

 



3] ACHCEW has continued to develop our views on the Plan.  Our 
concern is to ensure that the public get the best deal in the Health 
Service, and that any new models incorporate the principles outlined 
above.  We have, as a consequence, begun work on a successor 
structure to CHCs in their current form, that could deliver the proposals 
in the National Plan, and meet our current concerns.  A chart setting 
out this skeleton structure is attached for your information. 

 
4] I also attach an electronic copy of the article which appeared in The 

Guardian setting out our concerns. 
 
I hope that you find this information of assistance.  If you would like further  
Information, or would like to discuss the issues raised, please do not hesitate  
To get in touch. 
 
Yours sincerely  
 
 
 
 
 
DONNA COVEY 
Director 
 
Encs 



 
 
 
 
Paul Clark MP 
House of Commons 
LONDON 
SW1A 0AA 
 
19 September 2000 
 
To:  All Members of the All Party Parliamentary Group 
 
Dear Paul 
 
NHS National Plan – Patient Empowerment 
 
I am writing to advise you of the latest developments with regard to the 
Government’s proposal to abolish Community Health Councils.  Patrick Hall 
MP will be contacting you again shortly regarding a date for a meeting of the 
group.  I understand that the Parliamentary Under Secretary of State for 
Health responsible for CHCs, Gisela Stuart, has agreed to meet with the 
group. 
 
In the meantime, you may find the following of interest and assistance. 
 
1] I have attached a model press release regarding the abolition of CHCs.   
 It would be helpful if those MPs concerned about the Government’s  
 proposals could issue this to local media.  If you or your office require  
 further assistance in raising this issue in the media, please contact our  
 Media Officer, Murray Benham on 020 7609 8138. 
 
2] A “four nations” meeting took place last week, involving representatives  
 of CHCs in England and Wales, Health Councils in Scotland and  
 Health and Social Services Councils in Northern Ireland.  It was  

agreed at that meeting that new models for patient empowerment in all 
parts of the UK must meet the following principles: 
 
§ Independence 
§ People focussed 
§ National body to co-ordinate and set standards 
§ Integration 
§ Service wide 
§ Statutory rights 
§ Representative 
§ Transparency 

 
These criteria reflect the concerns about the National Plan which I 
raised with you in my previous letter. 

 



3] ACHCEW has continued to develop our views on the Plan.  Our 
concern is to ensure that the public get the best deal in the Health 
Service, and that any new models incorporate the principles outlined 
above.  We have, as a consequence, begun work on a successor 
structure to CHCs in their current form, that could deliver the proposals 
in the National Plan, and meet our current concerns.  A chart setting 
out this skeleton structure is attached for your information. 

 
4] I also attach an electronic copy of the article which appeared in The 

Guardian setting out our concerns. 
 
I hope that you find this information of assistance.  If you would like further  
Information, or would like to discuss the issues raised, please do not hesitate  
To get in touch. 
 
Yours sincerely  
 
 
 
 
 
DONNA COVEY 
Director 
 
Encs 



 
 
 
 
David Clelland MP 
House of Commons 
LONDON 
SW1A 0AA 
 
19 September 2000 
 
To:  All Members of the All Party Parliamentary Group 
 
Dear David 
 
NHS National Plan – Patient Empowerment 
 
I am writing to advise you of the latest developments with regard to the 
Government’s proposal to abolish Community Health Councils.  Patrick Hall 
MP will be contacting you again shortly regarding a date for a meeting of the 
group.  I understand that the Parliamentary Under Secretary of State for 
Health responsible for CHCs, Gisela Stuart, has agreed to meet with the 
group. 
 
In the meantime, you may find the following of interest and assistance. 
 
1] I have attached a model press release regarding the abolition of CHCs.   
 It would be helpful if those MPs concerned about the Government’s  
 proposals could issue this to local media.  If you or your office require  
 further assistance in raising this issue in the media, please contact our  
 Media Officer, Murray Benham on 020 7609 8138. 
 
2] A “four nations” meeting took place last week, involving representatives  
 of CHCs in England and Wales, Health Councils in Scotland and  
 Health and Social Services Councils in Northern Ireland.  It was  

agreed at that meeting that new models for patient empowerment in all 
parts of the UK must meet the following principles: 
 
§ Independence 
§ People focussed 
§ National body to co-ordinate and set standards 
§ Integration 
§ Service wide 
§ Statutory rights 
§ Representative 
§ Transparency 

 
These criteria reflect the concerns about the National Plan which I 
raised with you in my previous letter. 

 



3] ACHCEW has continued to develop our views on the Plan.  Our 
concern is to ensure that the public get the best deal in the Health 
Service, and that any new models incorporate the principles outlined 
above.  We have, as a consequence, begun work on a successor 
structure to CHCs in their current form, that could deliver the proposals 
in the National Plan, and meet our current concerns.  A chart setting 
out this skeleton structure is attached for your information. 

 
4] I also attach an electronic copy of the article which appeared in The 

Guardian setting out our concerns. 
 
I hope that you find this information of assistance.  If you would like further  
Information, or would like to discuss the issues raised, please do not hesitate  
To get in touch. 
 
Yours sincerely  
 
 
 
 
 
DONNA COVEY 
Director 
 
Encs 



 
 
 
 
Ann Clywd MP 
House of Commons 
LONDON 
SW1A 0AA 
 
19 September 2000 
 
To:  All Members of the All Party Parliamentary Group 
 
Dear Ann 
 
NHS National Plan – Patient Empowerment 
 
I am writing to advise you of the latest developments with regard to the 
Government’s proposal to abolish Community Health Councils.  Patrick Hall 
MP will be contacting you again shortly regarding a date for a meeting of the 
group.  I understand that the Parliamentary Under Secretary of State for 
Health responsible for CHCs, Gisela Stuart, has agreed to meet with the 
group. 
 
In the meantime, you may find the following of interest and assistance. 
 
1] I have attached a model press release regarding the abolition of CHCs.   
 It would be helpful if those MPs concerned about the Government’s  
 proposals could issue this to local media.  If you or your office require  
 further assistance in raising this issue in the media, please contact our  
 Media Officer, Murray Benham on 020 7609 8138. 
 
2] A “four nations” meeting took place last week, involving representatives  
 of CHCs in England and Wales, Health Councils in Scotland and  
 Health and Social Services Councils in Northern Ireland.  It was  

agreed at that meeting that new models for patient empowerment in all 
parts of the UK must meet the following principles: 
 
§ Independence 
§ People focussed 
§ National body to co-ordinate and set standards 
§ Integration 
§ Service wide 
§ Statutory rights 
§ Representative 
§ Transparency 

 
These criteria reflect the concerns about the National Plan which I 
raised with you in my previous letter. 

 



3] ACHCEW has continued to develop our views on the Plan.  Our 
concern is to ensure that the public get the best deal in the Health 
Service, and that any new models incorporate the principles outlined 
above.  We have, as a consequence, begun work on a successor 
structure to CHCs in their current form, that could deliver the proposals 
in the National Plan, and meet our current concerns.  A chart setting 
out this skeleton structure is attached for your information. 

 
4] I also attach an electronic copy of the article which appeared in The 

Guardian setting out our concerns. 
 
I hope that you find this information of assistance.  If you would like further  
Information, or would like to discuss the issues raised, please do not hesitate  
To get in touch. 
 
Yours sincerely  
 
 
 
 
 
DONNA COVEY 
Director 
 
Encs 



 
 
 
 
Vernon Coaker MP 
House of Commons 
LONDON 
SW1A 0AA 
 
19 September 2000 
 
To:  All Members of the All Party Parliamentary Group 
 
Dear Vernon 
 
NHS National Plan – Patient Empowerment 
 
I am writing to advise you of the latest developments with regard to the 
Government’s proposal to abolish Community Health Councils.  Patrick Hall 
MP will be contacting you again shortly regarding a date for a meeting of the 
group.  I understand that the Parliamentary Under Secretary of State for 
Health responsible for CHCs, Gisela Stuart, has agreed to meet with the 
group. 
 
In the meantime, you may find the following of interest and assistance. 
 
1] I have attached a model press release regarding the abolition of CHCs.   
 It would be helpful if those MPs concerned about the Government’s  
 proposals could issue this to local media.  If you or your office require  
 further assistance in raising this issue in the media, please contact our  
 Media Officer, Murray Benham on 020 7609 8138. 
 
2] A “four nations” meeting took place last week, involving representatives  
 of CHCs in England and Wales, Health Councils in Scotland and  
 Health and Social Services Councils in Northern Ireland.  It was  

agreed at that meeting that new models for patient empowerment in all 
parts of the UK must meet the following principles: 
 
§ Independence 
§ People focussed 
§ National body to co-ordinate and set standards 
§ Integration 
§ Service wide 
§ Statutory rights 
§ Representative 
§ Transparency 

 
These criteria reflect the concerns about the National Plan which I 
raised with you in my previous letter. 

 



3] ACHCEW has continued to develop our views on the Plan.  Our 
concern is to ensure that the public get the best deal in the Health 
Service, and that any new models incorporate the principles outlined 
above.  We have, as a consequence, begun work on a successor 
structure to CHCs in their current form, that could deliver the proposals 
in the National Plan, and meet our current concerns.  A chart setting 
out this skeleton structure is attached for your information. 

 
4] I also attach an electronic copy of the article which appeared in The 

Guardian setting out our concerns. 
 
I hope that you find this information of assistance.  If you would like further  
Information, or would like to discuss the issues raised, please do not hesitate  
To get in touch. 
 
Yours sincerely  
 
 
 
 
 
DONNA COVEY 
Director 
 
Encs 



 
 
 
 
Harry Cohen MP 
House of Commons 
LONDON 
SW1A 0AA 
 
19 September 2000 
 
To:  All Members of the All Party Parliamentary Group 
 
Dear Harry 
 
NHS National Plan – Patient Empowerment 
 
I am writing to advise you of the latest developments with regard to the 
Government’s proposal to abolish Community Health Councils.  Patrick Hall 
MP will be contacting you again shortly regarding a date for a meeting of the 
group.  I understand that the Parliamentary Under Secretary of State for 
Health responsible for CHCs, Gisela Stuart, has agreed to meet with the 
group. 
 
In the meantime, you may find the following of interest and assistance. 
 
1] I have attached a model press release regarding the abolition of CHCs.   
 It would be helpful if those MPs concerned about the Government’s  
 proposals could issue this to local media.  If you or your office require  
 further assistance in raising this issue in the media, please contact our  
 Media Officer, Murray Benham on 020 7609 8138. 
 
2] A “four nations” meeting took place last week, involving representatives  
 of CHCs in England and Wales, Health Councils in Scotland and  
 Health and Social Services Councils in Northern Ireland.  It was  

agreed at that meeting that new models for patient empowerment in all 
parts of the UK must meet the following principles: 
 
§ Independence 
§ People focussed 
§ National body to co-ordinate and set standards 
§ Integration 
§ Service wide 
§ Statutory rights 
§ Representative 
§ Transparency 

 
These criteria reflect the concerns about the National Plan which I 
raised with you in my previous letter. 

 



3] ACHCEW has continued to develop our views on the Plan.  Our 
concern is to ensure that the public get the best deal in the Health 
Service, and that any new models incorporate the principles outlined 
above.  We have, as a consequence, begun work on a successor 
structure to CHCs in their current form, that could deliver the proposals 
in the National Plan, and meet our current concerns.  A chart setting 
out this skeleton structure is attached for your information. 

 
4] I also attach an electronic copy of the article which appeared in The 

Guardian setting out our concerns. 
 
I hope that you find this information of assistance.  If you would like further  
Information, or would like to discuss the issues raised, please do not hesitate  
To get in touch. 
 
Yours sincerely  
 
 
 
 
 
DONNA COVEY 
Director 
 
Encs 



 
 
 
 
Iain Coleman MP 
House of Commons 
LONDON 
SW1A 0AA 
 
19 September 2000 
 
To:  All Members of the All Party Parliamentary Group 
 
Dear Iain 
 
NHS National Plan – Patient Empowerment 
 
I am writing to advise you of the latest developments with regard to the 
Government’s proposal to abolish Community Health Councils.  Patrick Hall 
MP will be contacting you again shortly regarding a date for a meeting of the 
group.  I understand that the Parliamentary Under Secretary of State for 
Health responsible for CHCs, Gisela Stuart, has agreed to meet with the 
group. 
 
In the meantime, you may find the following of interest and assistance. 
 
1] I have attached a model press release regarding the abolition of CHCs.   
 It would be helpful if those MPs concerned about the Government’s  
 proposals could issue this to local media.  If you or your office require  
 further assistance in raising this issue in the media, please contact our  
 Media Officer, Murray Benham on 020 7609 8138. 
 
2] A “four nations” meeting took place last week, involving representatives  
 of CHCs in England and Wales, Health Councils in Scotland and  
 Health and Social Services Councils in Northern Ireland.  It was  

agreed at that meeting that new models for patient empowerment in all 
parts of the UK must meet the following principles: 
 
§ Independence 
§ People focussed 
§ National body to co-ordinate and set standards 
§ Integration 
§ Service wide 
§ Statutory rights 
§ Representative 
§ Transparency 

 
These criteria reflect the concerns about the National Plan which I 
raised with you in my previous letter. 

 



3] ACHCEW has continued to develop our views on the Plan.  Our 
concern is to ensure that the public get the best deal in the Health 
Service, and that any new models incorporate the principles outlined 
above.  We have, as a consequence, begun work on a successor 
structure to CHCs in their current form, that could deliver the proposals 
in the National Plan, and meet our current concerns.  A chart setting 
out this skeleton structure is attached for your information. 

 
4] I also attach an electronic copy of the article which appeared in The 

Guardian setting out our concerns. 
 
I hope that you find this information of assistance.  If you would like further  
Information, or would like to discuss the issues raised, please do not hesitate  
To get in touch. 
 
Yours sincerely  
 
 
 
 
 
DONNA COVEY 
Director 
 
Encs 



 
 
 
 
Tony Colman MP 
House of Commons 
LONDON 
SW1A 0AA 
 
19 September 2000 
 
To:  All Members of the All Party Parliamentary Group 
 
Dear Tony 
 
NHS National Plan – Patient Empowerment 
 
I am writing to advise you of the latest developments with regard to the 
Government’s proposal to abolish Community Health Councils.  Patrick Hall 
MP will be contacting you again shortly regarding a date for a meeting of the 
group.  I understand that the Parliamentary Under Secretary of State for 
Health responsible for CHCs, Gisela Stuart, has agreed to meet with the 
group. 
 
In the meantime, you may find the following of interest and assistance. 
 
1] I have attached a model press release regarding the abolition of CHCs.   
 It would be helpful if those MPs concerned about the Government’s  
 proposals could issue this to local media.  If you or your office require  
 further assistance in raising this issue in the media, please contact our  
 Media Officer, Murray Benham on 020 7609 8138. 
 
2] A “four nations” meeting took place last week, involving representatives  
 of CHCs in England and Wales, Health Councils in Scotland and  
 Health and Social Services Councils in Northern Ireland.  It was  

agreed at that meeting that new models for patient empowerment in all 
parts of the UK must meet the following principles: 
 
§ Independence 
§ People focussed 
§ National body to co-ordinate and set standards 
§ Integration 
§ Service wide 
§ Statutory rights 
§ Representative 
§ Transparency 

 
These criteria reflect the concerns about the National Plan which I 
raised with you in my previous letter. 

 



3] ACHCEW has continued to develop our views on the Plan.  Our 
concern is to ensure that the public get the best deal in the Health 
Service, and that any new models incorporate the principles outlined 
above.  We have, as a consequence, begun work on a successor 
structure to CHCs in their current form, that could deliver the proposals 
in the National Plan, and meet our current concerns.  A chart setting 
out this skeleton structure is attached for your information. 

 
4] I also attach an electronic copy of the article which appeared in The 

Guardian setting out our concerns. 
 
I hope that you find this information of assistance.  If you would like further  
Information, or would like to discuss the issues raised, please do not hesitate  
To get in touch. 
 
Yours sincerely  
 
 
 
 
 
DONNA COVEY 
Director 
 
Encs 



 
 
 
 
Yvette Cooper MP 
House of Commons 
LONDON 
SW1A 0AA 
 
19 September 2000 
 
To:  All Members of the All Party Parliamentary Group 
 
Dear Yvette 
 
NHS National Plan – Patient Empowerment 
 
I am writing to advise you of the latest developments with regard to the 
Government’s proposal to abolish Community Health Councils.  Patrick Hall 
MP will be contacting you again shortly regarding a date for a meeting of the 
group.  I understand that the Parliamentary Under Secretary of State for 
Health responsible for CHCs, Gisela Stuart, has agreed to meet with the 
group. 
 
In the meantime, you may find the following of interest and assistance. 
 
1] I have attached a model press release regarding the abolition of CHCs.   
 It would be helpful if those MPs concerned about the Government’s  
 proposals could issue this to local media.  If you or your office require  
 further assistance in raising this issue in the media, please contact our  
 Media Officer, Murray Benham on 020 7609 8138. 
 
2] A “four nations” meeting took place last week, involving representatives  
 of CHCs in England and Wales, Health Councils in Scotland and  
 Health and Social Services Councils in Northern Ireland.  It was  

agreed at that meeting that new models for patient empowerment in all 
parts of the UK must meet the following principles: 
 
§ Independence 
§ People focussed 
§ National body to co-ordinate and set standards 
§ Integration 
§ Service wide 
§ Statutory rights 
§ Representative 
§ Transparency 

 
These criteria reflect the concerns about the National Plan which I 
raised with you in my previous letter. 

 



3] ACHCEW has continued to develop our views on the Plan.  Our 
concern is to ensure that the public get the best deal in the Health 
Service, and that any new models incorporate the principles outlined 
above.  We have, as a consequence, begun work on a successor 
structure to CHCs in their current form, that could deliver the proposals 
in the National Plan, and meet our current concerns.  A chart setting 
out this skeleton structure is attached for your information. 

 
4] I also attach an electronic copy of the article which appeared in The 

Guardian setting out our concerns. 
 
I hope that you find this information of assistance.  If you would like further  
Information, or would like to discuss the issues raised, please do not hesitate  
To get in touch. 
 
Yours sincerely  
 
 
 
 
 
DONNA COVEY 
Director 
 
Encs 



 
 
 
 
Robin Corbett MP 
House of Commons 
LONDON 
SW1A 0AA 
 
19 September 2000 
 
To:  All Members of the All Party Parliamentary Group 
 
Dear Robin 
 
NHS National Plan – Patient Empowerment 
 
I am writing to advise you of the latest developments with regard to the 
Government’s proposal to abolish Community Health Councils.  Patrick Hall 
MP will be contacting you again shortly regarding a date for a meeting of the 
group.  I understand that the Parliamentary Under Secretary of State for 
Health responsible for CHCs, Gisela Stuart, has agreed to meet with the 
group. 
 
In the meantime, you may find the following of interest and assistance. 
 
1] I have attached a model press release regarding the abolition of CHCs.   
 It would be helpful if those MPs concerned about the Government’s  
 proposals could issue this to local media.  If you or your office require  
 further assistance in raising this issue in the media, please contact our  
 Media Officer, Murray Benham on 020 7609 8138. 
 
2] A “four nations” meeting took place last week, involving representatives  
 of CHCs in England and Wales, Health Councils in Scotland and  
 Health and Social Services Councils in Northern Ireland.  It was  

agreed at that meeting that new models for patient empowerment in all 
parts of the UK must meet the following principles: 
 
§ Independence 
§ People focussed 
§ National body to co-ordinate and set standards 
§ Integration 
§ Service wide 
§ Statutory rights 
§ Representative 
§ Transparency 

 
These criteria reflect the concerns about the National Plan which I 
raised with you in my previous letter. 

 



3] ACHCEW has continued to develop our views on the Plan.  Our 
concern is to ensure that the public get the best deal in the Health 
Service, and that any new models incorporate the principles outlined 
above.  We have, as a consequence, begun work on a successor 
structure to CHCs in their current form, that could deliver the proposals 
in the National Plan, and meet our current concerns.  A chart setting 
out this skeleton structure is attached for your information. 

 
4] I also attach an electronic copy of the article which appeared in The 

Guardian setting out our concerns. 
 
I hope that you find this information of assistance.  If you would like further  
Information, or would like to discuss the issues raised, please do not hesitate  
To get in touch. 
 
Yours sincerely  
 
 
 
 
 
DONNA COVEY 
Director 
 
Encs 



 
 
 
 
Partick Cormack MP 
House of Commons 
LONDON 
SW1A 0AA 
 
19 September 2000 
 
To:  All Members of the All Party Parliamentary Group 
 
Dear Partick 
 
NHS National Plan – Patient Empowerment 
 
I am writing to advise you of the latest developments with regard to the 
Government’s proposal to abolish Community Health Councils.  Patrick Hall 
MP will be contacting you again shortly regarding a date for a meeting of the 
group.  I understand that the Parliamentary Under Secretary of State for 
Health responsible for CHCs, Gisela Stuart, has agreed to meet with the 
group. 
 
In the meantime, you may find the following of interest and assistance. 
 
1] I have attached a model press release regarding the abolition of CHCs.   
 It would be helpful if those MPs concerned about the Government’s  
 proposals could issue this to local media.  If you or your office require  
 further assistance in raising this issue in the media, please contact our  
 Media Officer, Murray Benham on 020 7609 8138. 
 
2] A “four nations” meeting took place last week, involving representatives  
 of CHCs in England and Wales, Health Councils in Scotland and  
 Health and Social Services Councils in Northern Ireland.  It was  

agreed at that meeting that new models for patient empowerment in all 
parts of the UK must meet the following principles: 
 
§ Independence 
§ People focussed 
§ National body to co-ordinate and set standards 
§ Integration 
§ Service wide 
§ Statutory rights 
§ Representative 
§ Transparency 

 
These criteria reflect the concerns about the National Plan which I 
raised with you in my previous letter. 

 



3] ACHCEW has continued to develop our views on the Plan.  Our 
concern is to ensure that the public get the best deal in the Health 
Service, and that any new models incorporate the principles outlined 
above.  We have, as a consequence, begun work on a successor 
structure to CHCs in their current form, that could deliver the proposals 
in the National Plan, and meet our current concerns.  A chart setting 
out this skeleton structure is attached for your information. 

 
4] I also attach an electronic copy of the article which appeared in The 

Guardian setting out our concerns. 
 
I hope that you find this information of assistance.  If you would like further  
Information, or would like to discuss the issues raised, please do not hesitate  
To get in touch. 
 
Yours sincerely  
 
 
 
 
 
DONNA COVEY 
Director 
 
Encs 



 
 
 
 
Brian Cotter MP 
House of Commons 
LONDON 
SW1A 0AA 
 
19 September 2000 
 
To:  All Members of the All Party Parliamentary Group 
 
Dear Brian 
 
NHS National Plan – Patient Empowerment 
 
I am writing to advise you of the latest developments with regard to the 
Government’s proposal to abolish Community Health Councils.  Patrick Hall 
MP will be contacting you again shortly regarding a date for a meeting of the 
group.  I understand that the Parliamentary Under Secretary of State for 
Health responsible for CHCs, Gisela Stuart, has agreed to meet with the 
group. 
 
In the meantime, you may find the following of interest and assistance. 
 
1] I have attached a model press release regarding the abolition of CHCs.   
 It would be helpful if those MPs concerned about the Government’s  
 proposals could issue this to local media.  If you or your office require  
 further assistance in raising this issue in the media, please contact our  
 Media Officer, Murray Benham on 020 7609 8138. 
 
2] A “four nations” meeting took place last week, involving representatives  
 of CHCs in England and Wales, Health Councils in Scotland and  
 Health and Social Services Councils in Northern Ireland.  It was  

agreed at that meeting that new models for patient empowerment in all 
parts of the UK must meet the following principles: 
 
§ Independence 
§ People focussed 
§ National body to co-ordinate and set standards 
§ Integration 
§ Service wide 
§ Statutory rights 
§ Representative 
§ Transparency 

 
These criteria reflect the concerns about the National Plan which I 
raised with you in my previous letter. 

 



3] ACHCEW has continued to develop our views on the Plan.  Our 
concern is to ensure that the public get the best deal in the Health 
Service, and that any new models incorporate the principles outlined 
above.  We have, as a consequence, begun work on a successor 
structure to CHCs in their current form, that could deliver the proposals 
in the National Plan, and meet our current concerns.  A chart setting 
out this skeleton structure is attached for your information. 

 
4] I also attach an electronic copy of the article which appeared in The 

Guardian setting out our concerns. 
 
I hope that you find this information of assistance.  If you would like further  
Information, or would like to discuss the issues raised, please do not hesitate  
To get in touch. 
 
Yours sincerely  
 
 
 
 
 
DONNA COVEY 
Director 
 
Encs 



 
 
 
 
Ross Cranston MP 
House of Commons 
LONDON 
SW1A 0AA 
 
19 September 2000 
 
To:  All Members of the All Party Parliamentary Group 
 
Dear Ross 
 
NHS National Plan – Patient Empowerment 
 
I am writing to advise you of the latest developments with regard to the 
Government’s proposal to abolish Community Health Councils.  Patrick Hall 
MP will be contacting you again shortly regarding a date for a meeting of the 
group.  I understand that the Parliamentary Under Secretary of State for 
Health responsible for CHCs, Gisela Stuart, has agreed to meet with the 
group. 
 
In the meantime, you may find the following of interest and assistance. 
 
1] I have attached a model press release regarding the abolition of CHCs.   
 It would be helpful if those MPs concerned about the Government’s  
 proposals could issue this to local media.  If you or your office require  
 further assistance in raising this issue in the media, please contact our  
 Media Officer, Murray Benham on 020 7609 8138. 
 
2] A “four nations” meeting took place last week, involving representatives  
 of CHCs in England and Wales, Health Councils in Scotland and  
 Health and Social Services Councils in Northern Ireland.  It was  

agreed at that meeting that new models for patient empowerment in all 
parts of the UK must meet the following principles: 
 
§ Independence 
§ People focussed 
§ National body to co-ordinate and set standards 
§ Integration 
§ Service wide 
§ Statutory rights 
§ Representative 
§ Transparency 

 
These criteria reflect the concerns about the National Plan which I 
raised with you in my previous letter. 

 



3] ACHCEW has continued to develop our views on the Plan.  Our 
concern is to ensure that the public get the best deal in the Health 
Service, and that any new models incorporate the principles outlined 
above.  We have, as a consequence, begun work on a successor 
structure to CHCs in their current form, that could deliver the proposals 
in the National Plan, and meet our current concerns.  A chart setting 
out this skeleton structure is attached for your information. 

 
4] I also attach an electronic copy of the article which appeared in The 

Guardian setting out our concerns. 
 
I hope that you find this information of assistance.  If you would like further  
Information, or would like to discuss the issues raised, please do not hesitate  
To get in touch. 
 
Yours sincerely  
 
 
 
 
 
DONNA COVEY 
Director 
 
Encs 



 
 
 
 
David Crausby MP 
House of Commons 
LONDON 
SW1A 0AA 
 
19 September 2000 
 
To:  All Members of the All Party Parliamentary Group 
 
Dear David 
 
NHS National Plan – Patient Empowerment 
 
I am writing to advise you of the latest developments with regard to the 
Government’s proposal to abolish Community Health Councils.  Patrick Hall 
MP will be contacting you again shortly regarding a date for a meeting of the 
group.  I understand that the Parliamentary Under Secretary of State for 
Health responsible for CHCs, Gisela Stuart, has agreed to meet with the 
group. 
 
In the meantime, you may find the following of interest and assistance. 
 
1] I have attached a model press release regarding the abolition of CHCs.   
 It would be helpful if those MPs concerned about the Government’s  
 proposals could issue this to local media.  If you or your office require  
 further assistance in raising this issue in the media, please contact our  
 Media Officer, Murray Benham on 020 7609 8138. 
 
2] A “four nations” meeting took place last week, involving representatives  
 of CHCs in England and Wales, Health Councils in Scotland and  
 Health and Social Services Councils in Northern Ireland.  It was  

agreed at that meeting that new models for patient empowerment in all 
parts of the UK must meet the following principles: 
 
§ Independence 
§ People focussed 
§ National body to co-ordinate and set standards 
§ Integration 
§ Service wide 
§ Statutory rights 
§ Representative 
§ Transparency 

 
These criteria reflect the concerns about the National Plan which I 
raised with you in my previous letter. 

 



3] ACHCEW has continued to develop our views on the Plan.  Our 
concern is to ensure that the public get the best deal in the Health 
Service, and that any new models incorporate the principles outlined 
above.  We have, as a consequence, begun work on a successor 
structure to CHCs in their current form, that could deliver the proposals 
in the National Plan, and meet our current concerns.  A chart setting 
out this skeleton structure is attached for your information. 

 
4] I also attach an electronic copy of the article which appeared in The 

Guardian setting out our concerns. 
 
I hope that you find this information of assistance.  If you would like further  
Information, or would like to discuss the issues raised, please do not hesitate  
To get in touch. 
 
Yours sincerely  
 
 
 
 
 
DONNA COVEY 
Director 
 
Encs 



 
 
 
 
John Cummings MP 
House of Commons 
LONDON 
SW1A 0AA 
 
19 September 2000 
 
To:  All Members of the All Party Parliamentary Group 
 
Dear John 
 
NHS National Plan – Patient Empowerment 
 
I am writing to advise you of the latest developments with regard to the 
Government’s proposal to abolish Community Health Councils.  Patrick Hall 
MP will be contacting you again shortly regarding a date for a meeting of the 
group.  I understand that the Parliamentary Under Secretary of State for 
Health responsible for CHCs, Gisela Stuart, has agreed to meet with the 
group. 
 
In the meantime, you may find the following of interest and assistance. 
 
1] I have attached a model press release regarding the abolition of CHCs.   
 It would be helpful if those MPs concerned about the Government’s  
 proposals could issue this to local media.  If you or your office require  
 further assistance in raising this issue in the media, please contact our  
 Media Officer, Murray Benham on 020 7609 8138. 
 
2] A “four nations” meeting took place last week, involving representatives  
 of CHCs in England and Wales, Health Councils in Scotland and  
 Health and Social Services Councils in Northern Ireland.  It was  

agreed at that meeting that new models for patient empowerment in all 
parts of the UK must meet the following principles: 
 
§ Independence 
§ People focussed 
§ National body to co-ordinate and set standards 
§ Integration 
§ Service wide 
§ Statutory rights 
§ Representative 
§ Transparency 

 
These criteria reflect the concerns about the National Plan which I 
raised with you in my previous letter. 

 



3] ACHCEW has continued to develop our views on the Plan.  Our 
concern is to ensure that the public get the best deal in the Health 
Service, and that any new models incorporate the principles outlined 
above.  We have, as a consequence, begun work on a successor 
structure to CHCs in their current form, that could deliver the proposals 
in the National Plan, and meet our current concerns.  A chart setting 
out this skeleton structure is attached for your information. 

 
4] I also attach an electronic copy of the article which appeared in The 

Guardian setting out our concerns. 
 
I hope that you find this information of assistance.  If you would like further  
Information, or would like to discuss the issues raised, please do not hesitate  
To get in touch. 
 
Yours sincerely  
 
 
 
 
 
DONNA COVEY 
Director 
 
Encs 



 
 
 
 
Lawrie Cunliffe MP 
House of Commons 
LONDON 
SW1A 0AA 
 
19 September 2000 
 
To:  All Members of the All Party Parliamentary Group 
 
Dear Lawrie 
 
NHS National Plan – Patient Empowerment 
 
I am writing to advise you of the latest developments with regard to the 
Government’s proposal to abolish Community Health Councils.  Patrick Hall 
MP will be contacting you again shortly regarding a date for a meeting of the 
group.  I understand that the Parliamentary Under Secretary of State for 
Health responsible for CHCs, Gisela Stuart, has agreed to meet with the 
group. 
 
In the meantime, you may find the following of interest and assistance. 
 
1] I have attached a model press release regarding the abolition of CHCs.   
 It would be helpful if those MPs concerned about the Government’s  
 proposals could issue this to local media.  If you or your office require  
 further assistance in raising this issue in the media, please contact our  
 Media Officer, Murray Benham on 020 7609 8138. 
 
2] A “four nations” meeting took place last week, involving representatives  
 of CHCs in England and Wales, Health Councils in Scotland and  
 Health and Social Services Councils in Northern Ireland.  It was  

agreed at that meeting that new models for patient empowerment in all 
parts of the UK must meet the following principles: 
 
§ Independence 
§ People focussed 
§ National body to co-ordinate and set standards 
§ Integration 
§ Service wide 
§ Statutory rights 
§ Representative 
§ Transparency 

 
These criteria reflect the concerns about the National Plan which I 
raised with you in my previous letter. 

 



3] ACHCEW has continued to develop our views on the Plan.  Our 
concern is to ensure that the public get the best deal in the Health 
Service, and that any new models incorporate the principles outlined 
above.  We have, as a consequence, begun work on a successor 
structure to CHCs in their current form, that could deliver the proposals 
in the National Plan, and meet our current concerns.  A chart setting 
out this skeleton structure is attached for your information. 

 
4] I also attach an electronic copy of the article which appeared in The 

Guardian setting out our concerns. 
 
I hope that you find this information of assistance.  If you would like further  
Information, or would like to discuss the issues raised, please do not hesitate  
To get in touch. 
 
Yours sincerely  
 
 
 
 
 
DONNA COVEY 
Director 
 
Encs 



 
 
 
 
James Cunningham MP 
House of Commons 
LONDON 
SW1A 0AA 
 
19 September 2000 
 
To:  All Members of the All Party Parliamentary Group 
 
Dear James 
 
NHS National Plan – Patient Empowerment 
 
I am writing to advise you of the latest developments with regard to the 
Government’s proposal to abolish Community Health Councils.  Patrick Hall 
MP will be contacting you again shortly regarding a date for a meeting of the 
group.  I understand that the Parliamentary Under Secretary of State for 
Health responsible for CHCs, Gisela Stuart, has agreed to meet with the 
group. 
 
In the meantime, you may find the following of interest and assistance. 
 
1] I have attached a model press release regarding the abolition of CHCs.   
 It would be helpful if those MPs concerned about the Government’s  
 proposals could issue this to local media.  If you or your office require  
 further assistance in raising this issue in the media, please contact our  
 Media Officer, Murray Benham on 020 7609 8138. 
 
2] A “four nations” meeting took place last week, involving representatives  
 of CHCs in England and Wales, Health Councils in Scotland and  
 Health and Social Services Councils in Northern Ireland.  It was  

agreed at that meeting that new models for patient empowerment in all 
parts of the UK must meet the following principles: 
 
§ Independence 
§ People focussed 
§ National body to co-ordinate and set standards 
§ Integration 
§ Service wide 
§ Statutory rights 
§ Representative 
§ Transparency 

 
These criteria reflect the concerns about the National Plan which I 
raised with you in my previous letter. 

 



3] ACHCEW has continued to develop our views on the Plan.  Our 
concern is to ensure that the public get the best deal in the Health 
Service, and that any new models incorporate the principles outlined 
above.  We have, as a consequence, begun work on a successor 
structure to CHCs in their current form, that could deliver the proposals 
in the National Plan, and meet our current concerns.  A chart setting 
out this skeleton structure is attached for your information. 

 
4] I also attach an electronic copy of the article which appeared in The 

Guardian setting out our concerns. 
 
I hope that you find this information of assistance.  If you would like further  
Information, or would like to discuss the issues raised, please do not hesitate  
To get in touch. 
 
Yours sincerely  
 
 
 
 
 
DONNA COVEY 
Director 
 
Encs 



 
 
 
 
David Curry MP 
House of Commons 
LONDON 
SW1A 0AA 
 
19 September 2000 
 
To:  All Members of the All Party Parliamentary Group 
 
Dear David 
 
NHS National Plan – Patient Empowerment 
 
I am writing to advise you of the latest developments with regard to the 
Government’s proposal to abolish Community Health Councils.  Patrick Hall 
MP will be contacting you again shortly regarding a date for a meeting of the 
group.  I understand that the Parliamentary Under Secretary of State for 
Health responsible for CHCs, Gisela Stuart, has agreed to meet with the 
group. 
 
In the meantime, you may find the following of interest and assistance. 
 
1] I have attached a model press release regarding the abolition of CHCs.   
 It would be helpful if those MPs concerned about the Government’s  
 proposals could issue this to local media.  If you or your office require  
 further assistance in raising this issue in the media, please contact our  
 Media Officer, Murray Benham on 020 7609 8138. 
 
2] A “four nations” meeting took place last week, involving representatives  
 of CHCs in England and Wales, Health Councils in Scotland and  
 Health and Social Services Councils in Northern Ireland.  It was  

agreed at that meeting that new models for patient empowerment in all 
parts of the UK must meet the following principles: 
 
§ Independence 
§ People focussed 
§ National body to co-ordinate and set standards 
§ Integration 
§ Service wide 
§ Statutory rights 
§ Representative 
§ Transparency 

 
These criteria reflect the concerns about the National Plan which I 
raised with you in my previous letter. 

 



3] ACHCEW has continued to develop our views on the Plan.  Our 
concern is to ensure that the public get the best deal in the Health 
Service, and that any new models incorporate the principles outlined 
above.  We have, as a consequence, begun work on a successor 
structure to CHCs in their current form, that could deliver the proposals 
in the National Plan, and meet our current concerns.  A chart setting 
out this skeleton structure is attached for your information. 

 
4] I also attach an electronic copy of the article which appeared in The 

Guardian setting out our concerns. 
 
I hope that you find this information of assistance.  If you would like further  
Information, or would like to discuss the issues raised, please do not hesitate  
To get in touch. 
 
Yours sincerely  
 
 
 
 
 
DONNA COVEY 
Director 
 
Encs 



 
 
 
 
Claire Curtis-Thomas MP 
House of Commons 
LONDON 
SW1A 0AA 
 
19 September 2000 
 
To:  All Members of the All Party Parliamentary Group 
 
Dear Claire 
 
NHS National Plan – Patient Empowerment 
 
I am writing to advise you of the latest developments with regard to the 
Government’s proposal to abolish Community Health Councils.  Patrick Hall 
MP will be contacting you again shortly regarding a date for a meeting of the 
group.  I understand that the Parliamentary Under Secretary of State for 
Health responsible for CHCs, Gisela Stuart, has agreed to meet with the 
group. 
 
In the meantime, you may find the following of interest and assistance. 
 
1] I have attached a model press release regarding the abolition of CHCs.   
 It would be helpful if those MPs concerned about the Government’s  
 proposals could issue this to local media.  If you or your office require  
 further assistance in raising this issue in the media, please contact our  
 Media Officer, Murray Benham on 020 7609 8138. 
 
2] A “four nations” meeting took place last week, involving representatives  
 of CHCs in England and Wales, Health Councils in Scotland and  
 Health and Social Services Councils in Northern Ireland.  It was  

agreed at that meeting that new models for patient empowerment in all 
parts of the UK must meet the following principles: 
 
§ Independence 
§ People focussed 
§ National body to co-ordinate and set standards 
§ Integration 
§ Service wide 
§ Statutory rights 
§ Representative 
§ Transparency 

 
These criteria reflect the concerns about the National Plan which I 
raised with you in my previous letter. 

 



3] ACHCEW has continued to develop our views on the Plan.  Our 
concern is to ensure that the public get the best deal in the Health 
Service, and that any new models incorporate the principles outlined 
above.  We have, as a consequence, begun work on a successor 
structure to CHCs in their current form, that could deliver the proposals 
in the National Plan, and meet our current concerns.  A chart setting 
out this skeleton structure is attached for your information. 

 
4] I also attach an electronic copy of the article which appeared in The 

Guardian setting out our concerns. 
 
I hope that you find this information of assistance.  If you would like further  
Information, or would like to discuss the issues raised, please do not hesitate  
To get in touch. 
 
Yours sincerely  
 
 
 
 
 
DONNA COVEY 
Director 
 
Encs 



 
 
 
 
Cynog Dafis MP 
House of Commons 
LONDON 
SW1A 0AA 
 
19 September 2000 
 
To:  All Members of the All Party Parliamentary Group 
 
Dear Cynog 
 
NHS National Plan – Patient Empowerment 
 
I am writing to advise you of the latest developments with regard to the 
Government’s proposal to abolish Community Health Councils.  Patrick Hall 
MP will be contacting you again shortly regarding a date for a meeting of the 
group.  I understand that the Parliamentary Under Secretary of State for 
Health responsible for CHCs, Gisela Stuart, has agreed to meet with the 
group. 
 
In the meantime, you may find the following of interest and assistance. 
 
1] I have attached a model press release regarding the abolition of CHCs.   
 It would be helpful if those MPs concerned about the Government’s  
 proposals could issue this to local media.  If you or your office require  
 further assistance in raising this issue in the media, please contact our  
 Media Officer, Murray Benham on 020 7609 8138. 
 
2] A “four nations” meeting took place last week, involving representatives  
 of CHCs in England and Wales, Health Councils in Scotland and  
 Health and Social Services Councils in Northern Ireland.  It was  

agreed at that meeting that new models for patient empowerment in all 
parts of the UK must meet the following principles: 
 
§ Independence 
§ People focussed 
§ National body to co-ordinate and set standards 
§ Integration 
§ Service wide 
§ Statutory rights 
§ Representative 
§ Transparency 

 
These criteria reflect the concerns about the National Plan which I 
raised with you in my previous letter. 

 



3] ACHCEW has continued to develop our views on the Plan.  Our 
concern is to ensure that the public get the best deal in the Health 
Service, and that any new models incorporate the principles outlined 
above.  We have, as a consequence, begun work on a successor 
structure to CHCs in their current form, that could deliver the proposals 
in the National Plan, and meet our current concerns.  A chart setting 
out this skeleton structure is attached for your information. 

 
4] I also attach an electronic copy of the article which appeared in The 

Guardian setting out our concerns. 
 
I hope that you find this information of assistance.  If you would like further  
Information, or would like to discuss the issues raised, please do not hesitate  
To get in touch. 
 
Yours sincerely  
 
 
 
 
 
DONNA COVEY 
Director 
 
Encs 



 
 
 
 
Quentin Davies MP 
House of Commons 
LONDON 
SW1A 0AA 
 
19 September 2000 
 
To:  All Members of the All Party Parliamentary Group 
 
Dear Quentin 
 
NHS National Plan – Patient Empowerment 
 
I am writing to advise you of the latest developments with regard to the 
Government’s proposal to abolish Community Health Councils.  Patrick Hall 
MP will be contacting you again shortly regarding a date for a meeting of the 
group.  I understand that the Parliamentary Under Secretary of State for 
Health responsible for CHCs, Gisela Stuart, has agreed to meet with the 
group. 
 
In the meantime, you may find the following of interest and assistance. 
 
1] I have attached a model press release regarding the abolition of CHCs.   
 It would be helpful if those MPs concerned about the Government’s  
 proposals could issue this to local media.  If you or your office require  
 further assistance in raising this issue in the media, please contact our  
 Media Officer, Murray Benham on 020 7609 8138. 
 
2] A “four nations” meeting took place last week, involving representatives  
 of CHCs in England and Wales, Health Councils in Scotland and  
 Health and Social Services Councils in Northern Ireland.  It was  

agreed at that meeting that new models for patient empowerment in all 
parts of the UK must meet the following principles: 
 
§ Independence 
§ People focussed 
§ National body to co-ordinate and set standards 
§ Integration 
§ Service wide 
§ Statutory rights 
§ Representative 
§ Transparency 

 
These criteria reflect the concerns about the National Plan which I 
raised with you in my previous letter. 

 



3] ACHCEW has continued to develop our views on the Plan.  Our 
concern is to ensure that the public get the best deal in the Health 
Service, and that any new models incorporate the principles outlined 
above.  We have, as a consequence, begun work on a successor 
structure to CHCs in their current form, that could deliver the proposals 
in the National Plan, and meet our current concerns.  A chart setting 
out this skeleton structure is attached for your information. 

 
4] I also attach an electronic copy of the article which appeared in The 

Guardian setting out our concerns. 
 
I hope that you find this information of assistance.  If you would like further  
Information, or would like to discuss the issues raised, please do not hesitate  
To get in touch. 
 
Yours sincerely  
 
 
 
 
 
DONNA COVEY 
Director 
 
Encs 



 
 
 
 
Ron Davies MP 
House of Commons 
LONDON 
SW1A 0AA 
 
19 September 2000 
 
To:  All Members of the All Party Parliamentary Group 
 
Dear Ron 
 
NHS National Plan – Patient Empowerment 
 
I am writing to advise you of the latest developments with regard to the 
Government’s proposal to abolish Community Health Councils.  Patrick Hall 
MP will be contacting you again shortly regarding a date for a meeting of the 
group.  I understand that the Parliamentary Under Secretary of State for 
Health responsible for CHCs, Gisela Stuart, has agreed to meet with the 
group. 
 
In the meantime, you may find the following of interest and assistance. 
 
1] I have attached a model press release regarding the abolition of CHCs.   
 It would be helpful if those MPs concerned about the Government’s  
 proposals could issue this to local media.  If you or your office require  
 further assistance in raising this issue in the media, please contact our  
 Media Officer, Murray Benham on 020 7609 8138. 
 
2] A “four nations” meeting took place last week, involving representatives  
 of CHCs in England and Wales, Health Councils in Scotland and  
 Health and Social Services Councils in Northern Ireland.  It was  

agreed at that meeting that new models for patient empowerment in all 
parts of the UK must meet the following principles: 
 
§ Independence 
§ People focussed 
§ National body to co-ordinate and set standards 
§ Integration 
§ Service wide 
§ Statutory rights 
§ Representative 
§ Transparency 

 
These criteria reflect the concerns about the National Plan which I 
raised with you in my previous letter. 

 



3] ACHCEW has continued to develop our views on the Plan.  Our 
concern is to ensure that the public get the best deal in the Health 
Service, and that any new models incorporate the principles outlined 
above.  We have, as a consequence, begun work on a successor 
structure to CHCs in their current form, that could deliver the proposals 
in the National Plan, and meet our current concerns.  A chart setting 
out this skeleton structure is attached for your information. 

 
4] I also attach an electronic copy of the article which appeared in The 

Guardian setting out our concerns. 
 
I hope that you find this information of assistance.  If you would like further  
Information, or would like to discuss the issues raised, please do not hesitate  
To get in touch. 
 
Yours sincerely  
 
 
 
 
 
DONNA COVEY 
Director 
 
Encs 



 
 
 
 
Hilton Dawson MP 
House of Commons 
LONDON 
SW1A 0AA 
 
19 September 2000 
 
To:  All Members of the All Party Parliamentary Group 
 
Dear Hilton 
 
NHS National Plan – Patient Empowerment 
 
I am writing to advise you of the latest developments with regard to the 
Government’s proposal to abolish Community Health Councils.  Patrick Hall 
MP will be contacting you again shortly regarding a date for a meeting of the 
group.  I understand that the Parliamentary Under Secretary of State for 
Health responsible for CHCs, Gisela Stuart, has agreed to meet with the 
group. 
 
In the meantime, you may find the following of interest and assistance. 
 
1] I have attached a model press release regarding the abolition of CHCs.   
 It would be helpful if those MPs concerned about the Government’s  
 proposals could issue this to local media.  If you or your office require  
 further assistance in raising this issue in the media, please contact our  
 Media Officer, Murray Benham on 020 7609 8138. 
 
2] A “four nations” meeting took place last week, involving representatives  
 of CHCs in England and Wales, Health Councils in Scotland and  
 Health and Social Services Councils in Northern Ireland.  It was  

agreed at that meeting that new models for patient empowerment in all 
parts of the UK must meet the following principles: 
 
§ Independence 
§ People focussed 
§ National body to co-ordinate and set standards 
§ Integration 
§ Service wide 
§ Statutory rights 
§ Representative 
§ Transparency 

 
These criteria reflect the concerns about the National Plan which I 
raised with you in my previous letter. 

 



3] ACHCEW has continued to develop our views on the Plan.  Our 
concern is to ensure that the public get the best deal in the Health 
Service, and that any new models incorporate the principles outlined 
above.  We have, as a consequence, begun work on a successor 
structure to CHCs in their current form, that could deliver the proposals 
in the National Plan, and meet our current concerns.  A chart setting 
out this skeleton structure is attached for your information. 

 
4] I also attach an electronic copy of the article which appeared in The 

Guardian setting out our concerns. 
 
I hope that you find this information of assistance.  If you would like further  
Information, or would like to discuss the issues raised, please do not hesitate  
To get in touch. 
 
Yours sincerely  
 
 
 
 
 
DONNA COVEY 
Director 
 
Encs 



 
 
 
 
Janet Dean MP 
House of Commons 
LONDON 
SW1A 0AA 
 
19 September 2000 
 
To:  All Members of the All Party Parliamentary Group 
 
Dear Janet 
 
NHS National Plan – Patient Empowerment 
 
I am writing to advise you of the latest developments with regard to the 
Government’s proposal to abolish Community Health Councils.  Patrick Hall 
MP will be contacting you again shortly regarding a date for a meeting of the 
group.  I understand that the Parliamentary Under Secretary of State for 
Health responsible for CHCs, Gisela Stuart, has agreed to meet with the 
group. 
 
In the meantime, you may find the following of interest and assistance. 
 
1] I have attached a model press release regarding the abolition of CHCs.   
 It would be helpful if those MPs concerned about the Government’s  
 proposals could issue this to local media.  If you or your office require  
 further assistance in raising this issue in the media, please contact our  
 Media Officer, Murray Benham on 020 7609 8138. 
 
2] A “four nations” meeting took place last week, involving representatives  
 of CHCs in England and Wales, Health Councils in Scotland and  
 Health and Social Services Councils in Northern Ireland.  It was  

agreed at that meeting that new models for patient empowerment in all 
parts of the UK must meet the following principles: 
 
§ Independence 
§ People focussed 
§ National body to co-ordinate and set standards 
§ Integration 
§ Service wide 
§ Statutory rights 
§ Representative 
§ Transparency 

 
These criteria reflect the concerns about the National Plan which I 
raised with you in my previous letter. 

 



3] ACHCEW has continued to develop our views on the Plan.  Our 
concern is to ensure that the public get the best deal in the Health 
Service, and that any new models incorporate the principles outlined 
above.  We have, as a consequence, begun work on a successor 
structure to CHCs in their current form, that could deliver the proposals 
in the National Plan, and meet our current concerns.  A chart setting 
out this skeleton structure is attached for your information. 

 
4] I also attach an electronic copy of the article which appeared in The 

Guardian setting out our concerns. 
 
I hope that you find this information of assistance.  If you would like further  
Information, or would like to discuss the issues raised, please do not hesitate  
To get in touch. 
 
Yours sincerely  
 
 
 
 
 
DONNA COVEY 
Director 
 
Encs 



 
 
 
 
Andrew Dismore MP 
House of Commons 
LONDON 
SW1A 0AA 
 
19 September 2000 
 
To:  All Members of the All Party Parliamentary Group 
 
Dear Andrew 
 
NHS National Plan – Patient Empowerment 
 
I am writing to advise you of the latest developments with regard to the 
Government’s proposal to abolish Community Health Councils.  Patrick Hall 
MP will be contacting you again shortly regarding a date for a meeting of the 
group.  I understand that the Parliamentary Under Secretary of State for 
Health responsible for CHCs, Gisela Stuart, has agreed to meet with the 
group. 
 
In the meantime, you may find the following of interest and assistance. 
 
1] I have attached a model press release regarding the abolition of CHCs.   
 It would be helpful if those MPs concerned about the Government’s  
 proposals could issue this to local media.  If you or your office require  
 further assistance in raising this issue in the media, please contact our  
 Media Officer, Murray Benham on 020 7609 8138. 
 
2] A “four nations” meeting took place last week, involving representatives  
 of CHCs in England and Wales, Health Councils in Scotland and  
 Health and Social Services Councils in Northern Ireland.  It was  

agreed at that meeting that new models for patient empowerment in all 
parts of the UK must meet the following principles: 
 
§ Independence 
§ People focussed 
§ National body to co-ordinate and set standards 
§ Integration 
§ Service wide 
§ Statutory rights 
§ Representative 
§ Transparency 

 
These criteria reflect the concerns about the National Plan which I 
raised with you in my previous letter. 

 



3] ACHCEW has continued to develop our views on the Plan.  Our 
concern is to ensure that the public get the best deal in the Health 
Service, and that any new models incorporate the principles outlined 
above.  We have, as a consequence, begun work on a successor 
structure to CHCs in their current form, that could deliver the proposals 
in the National Plan, and meet our current concerns.  A chart setting 
out this skeleton structure is attached for your information. 

 
4] I also attach an electronic copy of the article which appeared in The 

Guardian setting out our concerns. 
 
I hope that you find this information of assistance.  If you would like further  
Information, or would like to discuss the issues raised, please do not hesitate  
To get in touch. 
 
Yours sincerely  
 
 
 
 
 
DONNA COVEY 
Director 
 
Encs 



 
 
 
 
Jim Dobbin MP 
House of Commons 
LONDON 
SW1A 0AA 
 
19 September 2000 
 
To:  All Members of the All Party Parliamentary Group 
 
Dear Jim 
 
NHS National Plan – Patient Empowerment 
 
I am writing to advise you of the latest developments with regard to the 
Government’s proposal to abolish Community Health Councils.  Patrick Hall 
MP will be contacting you again shortly regarding a date for a meeting of the 
group.  I understand that the Parliamentary Under Secretary of State for 
Health responsible for CHCs, Gisela Stuart, has agreed to meet with the 
group. 
 
In the meantime, you may find the following of interest and assistance. 
 
1] I have attached a model press release regarding the abolition of CHCs.   
 It would be helpful if those MPs concerned about the Government’s  
 proposals could issue this to local media.  If you or your office require  
 further assistance in raising this issue in the media, please contact our  
 Media Officer, Murray Benham on 020 7609 8138. 
 
2] A “four nations” meeting took place last week, involving representatives  
 of CHCs in England and Wales, Health Councils in Scotland and  
 Health and Social Services Councils in Northern Ireland.  It was  

agreed at that meeting that new models for patient empowerment in all 
parts of the UK must meet the following principles: 
 
§ Independence 
§ People focussed 
§ National body to co-ordinate and set standards 
§ Integration 
§ Service wide 
§ Statutory rights 
§ Representative 
§ Transparency 

 
These criteria reflect the concerns about the National Plan which I 
raised with you in my previous letter. 

 



3] ACHCEW has continued to develop our views on the Plan.  Our 
concern is to ensure that the public get the best deal in the Health 
Service, and that any new models incorporate the principles outlined 
above.  We have, as a consequence, begun work on a successor 
structure to CHCs in their current form, that could deliver the proposals 
in the National Plan, and meet our current concerns.  A chart setting 
out this skeleton structure is attached for your information. 

 
4] I also attach an electronic copy of the article which appeared in The 

Guardian setting out our concerns. 
 
I hope that you find this information of assistance.  If you would like further  
Information, or would like to discuss the issues raised, please do not hesitate  
To get in touch. 
 
Yours sincerely  
 
 
 
 
 
DONNA COVEY 
Director 
 
Encs 



 
 
 
 
Jeffrey Donaldson MP 
House of Commons 
LONDON 
SW1A 0AA 
 
19 September 2000 
 
To:  All Members of the All Party Parliamentary Group 
 
Dear Jeffrey 
 
NHS National Plan – Patient Empowerment 
 
I am writing to advise you of the latest developments with regard to the 
Government’s proposal to abolish Community Health Councils.  Patrick Hall 
MP will be contacting you again shortly regarding a date for a meeting of the 
group.  I understand that the Parliamentary Under Secretary of State for 
Health responsible for CHCs, Gisela Stuart, has agreed to meet with the 
group. 
 
In the meantime, you may find the following of interest and assistance. 
 
1] I have attached a model press release regarding the abolition of CHCs.   
 It would be helpful if those MPs concerned about the Government’s  
 proposals could issue this to local media.  If you or your office require  
 further assistance in raising this issue in the media, please contact our  
 Media Officer, Murray Benham on 020 7609 8138. 
 
2] A “four nations” meeting took place last week, involving representatives  
 of CHCs in England and Wales, Health Councils in Scotland and  
 Health and Social Services Councils in Northern Ireland.  It was  

agreed at that meeting that new models for patient empowerment in all 
parts of the UK must meet the following principles: 
 
§ Independence 
§ People focussed 
§ National body to co-ordinate and set standards 
§ Integration 
§ Service wide 
§ Statutory rights 
§ Representative 
§ Transparency 

 
These criteria reflect the concerns about the National Plan which I 
raised with you in my previous letter. 

 



3] ACHCEW has continued to develop our views on the Plan.  Our 
concern is to ensure that the public get the best deal in the Health 
Service, and that any new models incorporate the principles outlined 
above.  We have, as a consequence, begun work on a successor 
structure to CHCs in their current form, that could deliver the proposals 
in the National Plan, and meet our current concerns.  A chart setting 
out this skeleton structure is attached for your information. 

 
4] I also attach an electronic copy of the article which appeared in The 

Guardian setting out our concerns. 
 
I hope that you find this information of assistance.  If you would like further  
Information, or would like to discuss the issues raised, please do not hesitate  
To get in touch. 
 
Yours sincerely  
 
 
 
 
 
DONNA COVEY 
Director 
 
Encs 



 
 
 
 
Stephen Dorrell MP 
House of Commons 
LONDON 
SW1A 0AA 
 
19 September 2000 
 
To:  All Members of the All Party Parliamentary Group 
 
Dear Stephen 
 
NHS National Plan – Patient Empowerment 
 
I am writing to advise you of the latest developments with regard to the 
Government’s proposal to abolish Community Health Councils.  Patrick Hall 
MP will be contacting you again shortly regarding a date for a meeting of the 
group.  I understand that the Parliamentary Under Secretary of State for 
Health responsible for CHCs, Gisela Stuart, has agreed to meet with the 
group. 
 
In the meantime, you may find the following of interest and assistance. 
 
1] I have attached a model press release regarding the abolition of CHCs.   
 It would be helpful if those MPs concerned about the Government’s  
 proposals could issue this to local media.  If you or your office require  
 further assistance in raising this issue in the media, please contact our  
 Media Officer, Murray Benham on 020 7609 8138. 
 
2] A “four nations” meeting took place last week, involving representatives  
 of CHCs in England and Wales, Health Councils in Scotland and  
 Health and Social Services Councils in Northern Ireland.  It was  

agreed at that meeting that new models for patient empowerment in all 
parts of the UK must meet the following principles: 
 
§ Independence 
§ People focussed 
§ National body to co-ordinate and set standards 
§ Integration 
§ Service wide 
§ Statutory rights 
§ Representative 
§ Transparency 

 
These criteria reflect the concerns about the National Plan which I 
raised with you in my previous letter. 

 



3] ACHCEW has continued to develop our views on the Plan.  Our 
concern is to ensure that the public get the best deal in the Health 
Service, and that any new models incorporate the principles outlined 
above.  We have, as a consequence, begun work on a successor 
structure to CHCs in their current form, that could deliver the proposals 
in the National Plan, and meet our current concerns.  A chart setting 
out this skeleton structure is attached for your information. 

 
4] I also attach an electronic copy of the article which appeared in The 

Guardian setting out our concerns. 
 
I hope that you find this information of assistance.  If you would like further  
Information, or would like to discuss the issues raised, please do not hesitate  
To get in touch. 
 
Yours sincerely  
 
 
 
 
 
DONNA COVEY 
Director 
 
Encs 



 
 
 
 
David Drew MP 
House of Commons 
LONDON 
SW1A 0AA 
 
19 September 2000 
 
To:  All Members of the All Party Parliamentary Group 
 
Dear David 
 
NHS National Plan – Patient Empowerment 
 
I am writing to advise you of the latest developments with regard to the 
Government’s proposal to abolish Community Health Councils.  Patrick Hall 
MP will be contacting you again shortly regarding a date for a meeting of the 
group.  I understand that the Parliamentary Under Secretary of State for 
Health responsible for CHCs, Gisela Stuart, has agreed to meet with the 
group. 
 
In the meantime, you may find the following of interest and assistance. 
 
1] I have attached a model press release regarding the abolition of CHCs.   
 It would be helpful if those MPs concerned about the Government’s  
 proposals could issue this to local media.  If you or your office require  
 further assistance in raising this issue in the media, please contact our  
 Media Officer, Murray Benham on 020 7609 8138. 
 
2] A “four nations” meeting took place last week, involving representatives  
 of CHCs in England and Wales, Health Councils in Scotland and  
 Health and Social Services Councils in Northern Ireland.  It was  

agreed at that meeting that new models for patient empowerment in all 
parts of the UK must meet the following principles: 
 
§ Independence 
§ People focussed 
§ National body to co-ordinate and set standards 
§ Integration 
§ Service wide 
§ Statutory rights 
§ Representative 
§ Transparency 

 
These criteria reflect the concerns about the National Plan which I 
raised with you in my previous letter. 

 



3] ACHCEW has continued to develop our views on the Plan.  Our 
concern is to ensure that the public get the best deal in the Health 
Service, and that any new models incorporate the principles outlined 
above.  We have, as a consequence, begun work on a successor 
structure to CHCs in their current form, that could deliver the proposals 
in the National Plan, and meet our current concerns.  A chart setting 
out this skeleton structure is attached for your information. 

 
4] I also attach an electronic copy of the article which appeared in The 

Guardian setting out our concerns. 
 
I hope that you find this information of assistance.  If you would like further  
Information, or would like to discuss the issues raised, please do not hesitate  
To get in touch. 
 
Yours sincerely  
 
 
 
 
 
DONNA COVEY 
Director 
 
Encs 



 
 
 
 
Gwyneth Dunwoody MP 
House of Commons 
LONDON 
SW1A 0AA 
 
19 September 2000 
 
To:  All Members of the All Party Parliamentary Group 
 
Dear Gwyneth 
 
NHS National Plan – Patient Empowerment 
 
I am writing to advise you of the latest developments with regard to the 
Government’s proposal to abolish Community Health Councils.  Patrick Hall 
MP will be contacting you again shortly regarding a date for a meeting of the 
group.  I understand that the Parliamentary Under Secretary of State for 
Health responsible for CHCs, Gisela Stuart, has agreed to meet with the 
group. 
 
In the meantime, you may find the following of interest and assistance. 
 
1] I have attached a model press release regarding the abolition of CHCs.   
 It would be helpful if those MPs concerned about the Government’s  
 proposals could issue this to local media.  If you or your office require  
 further assistance in raising this issue in the media, please contact our  
 Media Officer, Murray Benham on 020 7609 8138. 
 
2] A “four nations” meeting took place last week, involving representatives  
 of CHCs in England and Wales, Health Councils in Scotland and  
 Health and Social Services Councils in Northern Ireland.  It was  

agreed at that meeting that new models for patient empowerment in all 
parts of the UK must meet the following principles: 
 
§ Independence 
§ People focussed 
§ National body to co-ordinate and set standards 
§ Integration 
§ Service wide 
§ Statutory rights 
§ Representative 
§ Transparency 

 
These criteria reflect the concerns about the National Plan which I 
raised with you in my previous letter. 

 



3] ACHCEW has continued to develop our views on the Plan.  Our 
concern is to ensure that the public get the best deal in the Health 
Service, and that any new models incorporate the principles outlined 
above.  We have, as a consequence, begun work on a successor 
structure to CHCs in their current form, that could deliver the proposals 
in the National Plan, and meet our current concerns.  A chart setting 
out this skeleton structure is attached for your information. 

 
4] I also attach an electronic copy of the article which appeared in The 

Guardian setting out our concerns. 
 
I hope that you find this information of assistance.  If you would like further  
Information, or would like to discuss the issues raised, please do not hesitate  
To get in touch. 
 
Yours sincerely  
 
 
 
 
 
DONNA COVEY 
Director 
 
Encs 



 
 
 
 
Huw Edwards MP 
House of Commons 
LONDON 
SW1A 0AA 
 
19 September 2000 
 
To:  All Members of the All Party Parliamentary Group 
 
Dear Huw 
 
NHS National Plan – Patient Empowerment 
 
I am writing to advise you of the latest developments with regard to the 
Government’s proposal to abolish Community Health Councils.  Patrick Hall 
MP will be contacting you again shortly regarding a date for a meeting of the 
group.  I understand that the Parliamentary Under Secretary of State for 
Health responsible for CHCs, Gisela Stuart, has agreed to meet with the 
group. 
 
In the meantime, you may find the following of interest and assistance. 
 
1] I have attached a model press release regarding the abolition of CHCs.   
 It would be helpful if those MPs concerned about the Government’s  
 proposals could issue this to local media.  If you or your office require  
 further assistance in raising this issue in the media, please contact our  
 Media Officer, Murray Benham on 020 7609 8138. 
 
2] A “four nations” meeting took place last week, involving representatives  
 of CHCs in England and Wales, Health Councils in Scotland and  
 Health and Social Services Councils in Northern Ireland.  It was  

agreed at that meeting that new models for patient empowerment in all 
parts of the UK must meet the following principles: 
 
§ Independence 
§ People focussed 
§ National body to co-ordinate and set standards 
§ Integration 
§ Service wide 
§ Statutory rights 
§ Representative 
§ Transparency 

 
These criteria reflect the concerns about the National Plan which I 
raised with you in my previous letter. 

 



3] ACHCEW has continued to develop our views on the Plan.  Our 
concern is to ensure that the public get the best deal in the Health 
Service, and that any new models incorporate the principles outlined 
above.  We have, as a consequence, begun work on a successor 
structure to CHCs in their current form, that could deliver the proposals 
in the National Plan, and meet our current concerns.  A chart setting 
out this skeleton structure is attached for your information. 

 
4] I also attach an electronic copy of the article which appeared in The 

Guardian setting out our concerns. 
 
I hope that you find this information of assistance.  If you would like further  
Information, or would like to discuss the issues raised, please do not hesitate  
To get in touch. 
 
Yours sincerely  
 
 
 
 
 
DONNA COVEY 
Director 
 
Encs 



 
 
 
 
Clive Efford MP 
House of Commons 
LONDON 
SW1A 0AA 
 
19 September 2000 
 
To:  All Members of the All Party Parliamentary Group 
 
Dear Clive 
 
NHS National Plan – Patient Empowerment 
 
I am writing to advise you of the latest developments with regard to the 
Government’s proposal to abolish Community Health Councils.  Patrick Hall 
MP will be contacting you again shortly regarding a date for a meeting of the 
group.  I understand that the Parliamentary Under Secretary of State for 
Health responsible for CHCs, Gisela Stuart, has agreed to meet with the 
group. 
 
In the meantime, you may find the following of interest and assistance. 
 
1] I have attached a model press release regarding the abolition of CHCs.   
 It would be helpful if those MPs concerned about the Government’s  
 proposals could issue this to local media.  If you or your office require  
 further assistance in raising this issue in the media, please contact our  
 Media Officer, Murray Benham on 020 7609 8138. 
 
2] A “four nations” meeting took place last week, involving representatives  
 of CHCs in England and Wales, Health Councils in Scotland and  
 Health and Social Services Councils in Northern Ireland.  It was  

agreed at that meeting that new models for patient empowerment in all 
parts of the UK must meet the following principles: 
 
§ Independence 
§ People focussed 
§ National body to co-ordinate and set standards 
§ Integration 
§ Service wide 
§ Statutory rights 
§ Representative 
§ Transparency 

 
These criteria reflect the concerns about the National Plan which I 
raised with you in my previous letter. 

 



3] ACHCEW has continued to develop our views on the Plan.  Our 
concern is to ensure that the public get the best deal in the Health 
Service, and that any new models incorporate the principles outlined 
above.  We have, as a consequence, begun work on a successor 
structure to CHCs in their current form, that could deliver the proposals 
in the National Plan, and meet our current concerns.  A chart setting 
out this skeleton structure is attached for your information. 

 
4] I also attach an electronic copy of the article which appeared in The 

Guardian setting out our concerns. 
 
I hope that you find this information of assistance.  If you would like further  
Information, or would like to discuss the issues raised, please do not hesitate  
To get in touch. 
 
Yours sincerely  
 
 
 
 
 
DONNA COVEY 
Director 
 
Encs 



 
 
 
 
Louise Ellman MP 
House of Commons 
LONDON 
SW1A 0AA 
 
19 September 2000 
 
To:  All Members of the All Party Parliamentary Group 
 
Dear Louise 
 
NHS National Plan – Patient Empowerment 
 
I am writing to advise you of the latest developments with regard to the 
Government’s proposal to abolish Community Health Councils.  Patrick Hall 
MP will be contacting you again shortly regarding a date for a meeting of the 
group.  I understand that the Parliamentary Under Secretary of State for 
Health responsible for CHCs, Gisela Stuart, has agreed to meet with the 
group. 
 
In the meantime, you may find the following of interest and assistance. 
 
1] I have attached a model press release regarding the abolition of CHCs.   
 It would be helpful if those MPs concerned about the Government’s  
 proposals could issue this to local media.  If you or your office require  
 further assistance in raising this issue in the media, please contact our  
 Media Officer, Murray Benham on 020 7609 8138. 
 
2] A “four nations” meeting took place last week, involving representatives  
 of CHCs in England and Wales, Health Councils in Scotland and  
 Health and Social Services Councils in Northern Ireland.  It was  

agreed at that meeting that new models for patient empowerment in all 
parts of the UK must meet the following principles: 
 
§ Independence 
§ People focussed 
§ National body to co-ordinate and set standards 
§ Integration 
§ Service wide 
§ Statutory rights 
§ Representative 
§ Transparency 

 
These criteria reflect the concerns about the National Plan which I 
raised with you in my previous letter. 

 



3] ACHCEW has continued to develop our views on the Plan.  Our 
concern is to ensure that the public get the best deal in the Health 
Service, and that any new models incorporate the principles outlined 
above.  We have, as a consequence, begun work on a successor 
structure to CHCs in their current form, that could deliver the proposals 
in the National Plan, and meet our current concerns.  A chart setting 
out this skeleton structure is attached for your information. 

 
4] I also attach an electronic copy of the article which appeared in The 

Guardian setting out our concerns. 
 
I hope that you find this information of assistance.  If you would like further  
Information, or would like to discuss the issues raised, please do not hesitate  
To get in touch. 
 
Yours sincerely  
 
 
 
 
 
DONNA COVEY 
Director 
 
Encs 



 
 
 
 
Peter Emery MP 
House of Commons 
LONDON 
SW1A 0AA 
 
19 September 2000 
 
To:  All Members of the All Party Parliamentary Group 
 
Dear Peter 
 
NHS National Plan – Patient Empowerment 
 
I am writing to advise you of the latest developments with regard to the 
Government’s proposal to abolish Community Health Councils.  Patrick Hall 
MP will be contacting you again shortly regarding a date for a meeting of the 
group.  I understand that the Parliamentary Under Secretary of State for 
Health responsible for CHCs, Gisela Stuart, has agreed to meet with the 
group. 
 
In the meantime, you may find the following of interest and assistance. 
 
1] I have attached a model press release regarding the abolition of CHCs.   
 It would be helpful if those MPs concerned about the Government’s  
 proposals could issue this to local media.  If you or your office require  
 further assistance in raising this issue in the media, please contact our  
 Media Officer, Murray Benham on 020 7609 8138. 
 
2] A “four nations” meeting took place last week, involving representatives  
 of CHCs in England and Wales, Health Councils in Scotland and  
 Health and Social Services Councils in Northern Ireland.  It was  

agreed at that meeting that new models for patient empowerment in all 
parts of the UK must meet the following principles: 
 
§ Independence 
§ People focussed 
§ National body to co-ordinate and set standards 
§ Integration 
§ Service wide 
§ Statutory rights 
§ Representative 
§ Transparency 

 
These criteria reflect the concerns about the National Plan which I 
raised with you in my previous letter. 

 



3] ACHCEW has continued to develop our views on the Plan.  Our 
concern is to ensure that the public get the best deal in the Health 
Service, and that any new models incorporate the principles outlined 
above.  We have, as a consequence, begun work on a successor 
structure to CHCs in their current form, that could deliver the proposals 
in the National Plan, and meet our current concerns.  A chart setting 
out this skeleton structure is attached for your information. 

 
4] I also attach an electronic copy of the article which appeared in The 

Guardian setting out our concerns. 
 
I hope that you find this information of assistance.  If you would like further  
Information, or would like to discuss the issues raised, please do not hesitate  
To get in touch. 
 
Yours sincerely  
 
 
 
 
 
DONNA COVEY 
Director 
 
Encs 



 
 
 
 
Jeff Ennis MP 
House of Commons 
LONDON 
SW1A 0AA 
 
19 September 2000 
 
To:  All Members of the All Party Parliamentary Group 
 
Dear Jeff 
 
NHS National Plan – Patient Empowerment 
 
I am writing to advise you of the latest developments with regard to the 
Government’s proposal to abolish Community Health Councils.  Patrick Hall 
MP will be contacting you again shortly regarding a date for a meeting of the 
group.  I understand that the Parliamentary Under Secretary of State for 
Health responsible for CHCs, Gisela Stuart, has agreed to meet with the 
group. 
 
In the meantime, you may find the following of interest and assistance. 
 
1] I have attached a model press release regarding the abolition of CHCs.   
 It would be helpful if those MPs concerned about the Government’s  
 proposals could issue this to local media.  If you or your office require  
 further assistance in raising this issue in the media, please contact our  
 Media Officer, Murray Benham on 020 7609 8138. 
 
2] A “four nations” meeting took place last week, involving representatives  
 of CHCs in England and Wales, Health Councils in Scotland and  
 Health and Social Services Councils in Northern Ireland.  It was  

agreed at that meeting that new models for patient empowerment in all 
parts of the UK must meet the following principles: 
 
§ Independence 
§ People focussed 
§ National body to co-ordinate and set standards 
§ Integration 
§ Service wide 
§ Statutory rights 
§ Representative 
§ Transparency 

 
These criteria reflect the concerns about the National Plan which I 
raised with you in my previous letter. 

 



3] ACHCEW has continued to develop our views on the Plan.  Our 
concern is to ensure that the public get the best deal in the Health 
Service, and that any new models incorporate the principles outlined 
above.  We have, as a consequence, begun work on a successor 
structure to CHCs in their current form, that could deliver the proposals 
in the National Plan, and meet our current concerns.  A chart setting 
out this skeleton structure is attached for your information. 

 
4] I also attach an electronic copy of the article which appeared in The 

Guardian setting out our concerns. 
 
I hope that you find this information of assistance.  If you would like further  
Information, or would like to discuss the issues raised, please do not hesitate  
To get in touch. 
 
Yours sincerely  
 
 
 
 
 
DONNA COVEY 
Director 
 
Encs 



 
 
 
 
Bill Etherington MP 
House of Commons 
LONDON 
SW1A 0AA 
 
19 September 2000 
 
To:  All Members of the All Party Parliamentary Group 
 
Dear Bill 
 
NHS National Plan – Patient Empowerment 
 
I am writing to advise you of the latest developments with regard to the 
Government’s proposal to abolish Community Health Councils.  Patrick Hall 
MP will be contacting you again shortly regarding a date for a meeting of the 
group.  I understand that the Parliamentary Under Secretary of State for 
Health responsible for CHCs, Gisela Stuart, has agreed to meet with the 
group. 
 
In the meantime, you may find the following of interest and assistance. 
 
1] I have attached a model press release regarding the abolition of CHCs.   
 It would be helpful if those MPs concerned about the Government’s  
 proposals could issue this to local media.  If you or your office require  
 further assistance in raising this issue in the media, please contact our  
 Media Officer, Murray Benham on 020 7609 8138. 
 
2] A “four nations” meeting took place last week, involving representatives  
 of CHCs in England and Wales, Health Councils in Scotland and  
 Health and Social Services Councils in Northern Ireland.  It was  

agreed at that meeting that new models for patient empowerment in all 
parts of the UK must meet the following principles: 
 
§ Independence 
§ People focussed 
§ National body to co-ordinate and set standards 
§ Integration 
§ Service wide 
§ Statutory rights 
§ Representative 
§ Transparency 

 
These criteria reflect the concerns about the National Plan which I 
raised with you in my previous letter. 

 



3] ACHCEW has continued to develop our views on the Plan.  Our 
concern is to ensure that the public get the best deal in the Health 
Service, and that any new models incorporate the principles outlined 
above.  We have, as a consequence, begun work on a successor 
structure to CHCs in their current form, that could deliver the proposals 
in the National Plan, and meet our current concerns.  A chart setting 
out this skeleton structure is attached for your information. 

 
4] I also attach an electronic copy of the article which appeared in The 

Guardian setting out our concerns. 
 
I hope that you find this information of assistance.  If you would like further  
Information, or would like to discuss the issues raised, please do not hesitate  
To get in touch. 
 
Yours sincerely  
 
 
 
 
 
DONNA COVEY 
Director 
 
Encs 



 
 
 
 
Lorna Fitzsimons MP 
House of Commons 
LONDON 
SW1A 0AA 
 
19 September 2000 
 
To:  All Members of the All Party Parliamentary Group 
 
Dear Lorna 
 
NHS National Plan – Patient Empowerment 
 
I am writing to advise you of the latest developments with regard to the 
Government’s proposal to abolish Community Health Councils.  Patrick Hall 
MP will be contacting you again shortly regarding a date for a meeting of the 
group.  I understand that the Parliamentary Under Secretary of State for 
Health responsible for CHCs, Gisela Stuart, has agreed to meet with the 
group. 
 
In the meantime, you may find the following of interest and assistance. 
 
1] I have attached a model press release regarding the abolition of CHCs.   
 It would be helpful if those MPs concerned about the Government’s  
 proposals could issue this to local media.  If you or your office require  
 further assistance in raising this issue in the media, please contact our  
 Media Officer, Murray Benham on 020 7609 8138. 
 
2] A “four nations” meeting took place last week, involving representatives  
 of CHCs in England and Wales, Health Councils in Scotland and  
 Health and Social Services Councils in Northern Ireland.  It was  

agreed at that meeting that new models for patient empowerment in all 
parts of the UK must meet the following principles: 
 
§ Independence 
§ People focussed 
§ National body to co-ordinate and set standards 
§ Integration 
§ Service wide 
§ Statutory rights 
§ Representative 
§ Transparency 

 
These criteria reflect the concerns about the National Plan which I 
raised with you in my previous letter. 

 



3] ACHCEW has continued to develop our views on the Plan.  Our 
concern is to ensure that the public get the best deal in the Health 
Service, and that any new models incorporate the principles outlined 
above.  We have, as a consequence, begun work on a successor 
structure to CHCs in their current form, that could deliver the proposals 
in the National Plan, and meet our current concerns.  A chart setting 
out this skeleton structure is attached for your information. 

 
4] I also attach an electronic copy of the article which appeared in The 

Guardian setting out our concerns. 
 
I hope that you find this information of assistance.  If you would like further  
Information, or would like to discuss the issues raised, please do not hesitate  
To get in touch. 
 
Yours sincerely  
 
 
 
 
 
DONNA COVEY 
Director 
 
Encs 



 
 
 
 
Howard Flight MP 
House of Commons 
LONDON 
SW1A 0AA 
 
19 September 2000 
 
To:  All Members of the All Party Parliamentary Group 
 
Dear Howard 
 
NHS National Plan – Patient Empowerment 
 
I am writing to advise you of the latest developments with regard to the 
Government’s proposal to abolish Community Health Councils.  Patrick Hall 
MP will be contacting you again shortly regarding a date for a meeting of the 
group.  I understand that the Parliamentary Under Secretary of State for 
Health responsible for CHCs, Gisela Stuart, has agreed to meet with the 
group. 
 
In the meantime, you may find the following of interest and assistance. 
 
1] I have attached a model press release regarding the abolition of CHCs.   
 It would be helpful if those MPs concerned about the Government’s  
 proposals could issue this to local media.  If you or your office require  
 further assistance in raising this issue in the media, please contact our  
 Media Officer, Murray Benham on 020 7609 8138. 
 
2] A “four nations” meeting took place last week, involving representatives  
 of CHCs in England and Wales, Health Councils in Scotland and  
 Health and Social Services Councils in Northern Ireland.  It was  

agreed at that meeting that new models for patient empowerment in all 
parts of the UK must meet the following principles: 
 
§ Independence 
§ People focussed 
§ National body to co-ordinate and set standards 
§ Integration 
§ Service wide 
§ Statutory rights 
§ Representative 
§ Transparency 

 
These criteria reflect the concerns about the National Plan which I 
raised with you in my previous letter. 

 



3] ACHCEW has continued to develop our views on the Plan.  Our 
concern is to ensure that the public get the best deal in the Health 
Service, and that any new models incorporate the principles outlined 
above.  We have, as a consequence, begun work on a successor 
structure to CHCs in their current form, that could deliver the proposals 
in the National Plan, and meet our current concerns.  A chart setting 
out this skeleton structure is attached for your information. 

 
4] I also attach an electronic copy of the article which appeared in The 

Guardian setting out our concerns. 
 
I hope that you find this information of assistance.  If you would like further  
Information, or would like to discuss the issues raised, please do not hesitate  
To get in touch. 
 
Yours sincerely  
 
 
 
 
 
DONNA COVEY 
Director 
 
Encs 



 
 
 
 
Barbara Follett MP 
House of Commons 
LONDON 
SW1A 0AA 
 
19 September 2000 
 
To:  All Members of the All Party Parliamentary Group 
 
Dear Barbara 
 
NHS National Plan – Patient Empowerment 
 
I am writing to advise you of the latest developments with regard to the 
Government’s proposal to abolish Community Health Councils.  Patrick Hall 
MP will be contacting you again shortly regarding a date for a meeting of the 
group.  I understand that the Parliamentary Under Secretary of State for 
Health responsible for CHCs, Gisela Stuart, has agreed to meet with the 
group. 
 
In the meantime, you may find the following of interest and assistance. 
 
1] I have attached a model press release regarding the abolition of CHCs.   
 It would be helpful if those MPs concerned about the Government’s  
 proposals could issue this to local media.  If you or your office require  
 further assistance in raising this issue in the media, please contact our  
 Media Officer, Murray Benham on 020 7609 8138. 
 
2] A “four nations” meeting took place last week, involving representatives  
 of CHCs in England and Wales, Health Councils in Scotland and  
 Health and Social Services Councils in Northern Ireland.  It was  

agreed at that meeting that new models for patient empowerment in all 
parts of the UK must meet the following principles: 
 
§ Independence 
§ People focussed 
§ National body to co-ordinate and set standards 
§ Integration 
§ Service wide 
§ Statutory rights 
§ Representative 
§ Transparency 

 
These criteria reflect the concerns about the National Plan which I 
raised with you in my previous letter. 

 



3] ACHCEW has continued to develop our views on the Plan.  Our 
concern is to ensure that the public get the best deal in the Health 
Service, and that any new models incorporate the principles outlined 
above.  We have, as a consequence, begun work on a successor 
structure to CHCs in their current form, that could deliver the proposals 
in the National Plan, and meet our current concerns.  A chart setting 
out this skeleton structure is attached for your information. 

 
4] I also attach an electronic copy of the article which appeared in The 

Guardian setting out our concerns. 
 
I hope that you find this information of assistance.  If you would like further  
Information, or would like to discuss the issues raised, please do not hesitate  
To get in touch. 
 
Yours sincerely  
 
 
 
 
 
DONNA COVEY 
Director 
 
Encs 



 
 
 
 
Derek Foster MP 
House of Commons 
LONDON 
SW1A 0AA 
 
19 September 2000 
 
To:  All Members of the All Party Parliamentary Group 
 
Dear Derek 
 
NHS National Plan – Patient Empowerment 
 
I am writing to advise you of the latest developments with regard to the 
Government’s proposal to abolish Community Health Councils.  Patrick Hall 
MP will be contacting you again shortly regarding a date for a meeting of the 
group.  I understand that the Parliamentary Under Secretary of State for 
Health responsible for CHCs, Gisela Stuart, has agreed to meet with the 
group. 
 
In the meantime, you may find the following of interest and assistance. 
 
1] I have attached a model press release regarding the abolition of CHCs.   
 It would be helpful if those MPs concerned about the Government’s  
 proposals could issue this to local media.  If you or your office require  
 further assistance in raising this issue in the media, please contact our  
 Media Officer, Murray Benham on 020 7609 8138. 
 
2] A “four nations” meeting took place last week, involving representatives  
 of CHCs in England and Wales, Health Councils in Scotland and  
 Health and Social Services Councils in Northern Ireland.  It was  

agreed at that meeting that new models for patient empowerment in all 
parts of the UK must meet the following principles: 
 
§ Independence 
§ People focussed 
§ National body to co-ordinate and set standards 
§ Integration 
§ Service wide 
§ Statutory rights 
§ Representative 
§ Transparency 

 
These criteria reflect the concerns about the National Plan which I 
raised with you in my previous letter. 

 



3] ACHCEW has continued to develop our views on the Plan.  Our 
concern is to ensure that the public get the best deal in the Health 
Service, and that any new models incorporate the principles outlined 
above.  We have, as a consequence, begun work on a successor 
structure to CHCs in their current form, that could deliver the proposals 
in the National Plan, and meet our current concerns.  A chart setting 
out this skeleton structure is attached for your information. 

 
4] I also attach an electronic copy of the article which appeared in The 

Guardian setting out our concerns. 
 
I hope that you find this information of assistance.  If you would like further  
Information, or would like to discuss the issues raised, please do not hesitate  
To get in touch. 
 
Yours sincerely  
 
 
 
 
 
DONNA COVEY 
Director 
 
Encs 



 
 
 
 
Mike Gapes MP 
House of Commons 
LONDON 
SW1A 0AA 
 
19 September 2000 
 
To:  All Members of the All Party Parliamentary Group 
 
Dear Mike 
 
NHS National Plan – Patient Empowerment 
 
I am writing to advise you of the latest developments with regard to the 
Government’s proposal to abolish Community Health Councils.  Patrick Hall 
MP will be contacting you again shortly regarding a date for a meeting of the 
group.  I understand that the Parliamentary Under Secretary of State for 
Health responsible for CHCs, Gisela Stuart, has agreed to meet with the 
group. 
 
In the meantime, you may find the following of interest and assistance. 
 
1] I have attached a model press release regarding the abolition of CHCs.   
 It would be helpful if those MPs concerned about the Government’s  
 proposals could issue this to local media.  If you or your office require  
 further assistance in raising this issue in the media, please contact our  
 Media Officer, Murray Benham on 020 7609 8138. 
 
2] A “four nations” meeting took place last week, involving representatives  
 of CHCs in England and Wales, Health Councils in Scotland and  
 Health and Social Services Councils in Northern Ireland.  It was  

agreed at that meeting that new models for patient empowerment in all 
parts of the UK must meet the following principles: 
 
§ Independence 
§ People focussed 
§ National body to co-ordinate and set standards 
§ Integration 
§ Service wide 
§ Statutory rights 
§ Representative 
§ Transparency 

 
These criteria reflect the concerns about the National Plan which I 
raised with you in my previous letter. 

 



3] ACHCEW has continued to develop our views on the Plan.  Our 
concern is to ensure that the public get the best deal in the Health 
Service, and that any new models incorporate the principles outlined 
above.  We have, as a consequence, begun work on a successor 
structure to CHCs in their current form, that could deliver the proposals 
in the National Plan, and meet our current concerns.  A chart setting 
out this skeleton structure is attached for your information. 

 
4] I also attach an electronic copy of the article which appeared in The 

Guardian setting out our concerns. 
 
I hope that you find this information of assistance.  If you would like further  
Information, or would like to discuss the issues raised, please do not hesitate  
To get in touch. 
 
Yours sincerely  
 
 
 
 
 
DONNA COVEY 
Director 
 
Encs 



 
 
 
 
Andrew George MP 
House of Commons 
LONDON 
SW1A 0AA 
 
19 September 2000 
 
To:  All Members of the All Party Parliamentary Group 
 
Dear Andrew 
 
NHS National Plan – Patient Empowerment 
 
I am writing to advise you of the latest developments with regard to the 
Government’s proposal to abolish Community Health Councils.  Patrick Hall 
MP will be contacting you again shortly regarding a date for a meeting of the 
group.  I understand that the Parliamentary Under Secretary of State for 
Health responsible for CHCs, Gisela Stuart, has agreed to meet with the 
group. 
 
In the meantime, you may find the following of interest and assistance. 
 
1] I have attached a model press release regarding the abolition of CHCs.   
 It would be helpful if those MPs concerned about the Government’s  
 proposals could issue this to local media.  If you or your office require  
 further assistance in raising this issue in the media, please contact our  
 Media Officer, Murray Benham on 020 7609 8138. 
 
2] A “four nations” meeting took place last week, involving representatives  
 of CHCs in England and Wales, Health Councils in Scotland and  
 Health and Social Services Councils in Northern Ireland.  It was  

agreed at that meeting that new models for patient empowerment in all 
parts of the UK must meet the following principles: 
 
§ Independence 
§ People focussed 
§ National body to co-ordinate and set standards 
§ Integration 
§ Service wide 
§ Statutory rights 
§ Representative 
§ Transparency 

 
These criteria reflect the concerns about the National Plan which I 
raised with you in my previous letter. 

 



3] ACHCEW has continued to develop our views on the Plan.  Our 
concern is to ensure that the public get the best deal in the Health 
Service, and that any new models incorporate the principles outlined 
above.  We have, as a consequence, begun work on a successor 
structure to CHCs in their current form, that could deliver the proposals 
in the National Plan, and meet our current concerns.  A chart setting 
out this skeleton structure is attached for your information. 

 
4] I also attach an electronic copy of the article which appeared in The 

Guardian setting out our concerns. 
 
I hope that you find this information of assistance.  If you would like further  
Information, or would like to discuss the issues raised, please do not hesitate  
To get in touch. 
 
Yours sincerely  
 
 
 
 
 
DONNA COVEY 
Director 
 
Encs 



 
 
 
 
Bruce George MP 
House of Commons 
LONDON 
SW1A 0AA 
 
19 September 2000 
 
To:  All Members of the All Party Parliamentary Group 
 
Dear Bruce 
 
NHS National Plan – Patient Empowerment 
 
I am writing to advise you of the latest developments with regard to the 
Government’s proposal to abolish Community Health Councils.  Patrick Hall 
MP will be contacting you again shortly regarding a date for a meeting of the 
group.  I understand that the Parliamentary Under Secretary of State for 
Health responsible for CHCs, Gisela Stuart, has agreed to meet with the 
group. 
 
In the meantime, you may find the following of interest and assistance. 
 
1] I have attached a model press release regarding the abolition of CHCs.   
 It would be helpful if those MPs concerned about the Government’s  
 proposals could issue this to local media.  If you or your office require  
 further assistance in raising this issue in the media, please contact our  
 Media Officer, Murray Benham on 020 7609 8138. 
 
2] A “four nations” meeting took place last week, involving representatives  
 of CHCs in England and Wales, Health Councils in Scotland and  
 Health and Social Services Councils in Northern Ireland.  It was  

agreed at that meeting that new models for patient empowerment in all 
parts of the UK must meet the following principles: 
 
§ Independence 
§ People focussed 
§ National body to co-ordinate and set standards 
§ Integration 
§ Service wide 
§ Statutory rights 
§ Representative 
§ Transparency 

 
These criteria reflect the concerns about the National Plan which I 
raised with you in my previous letter. 

 



3] ACHCEW has continued to develop our views on the Plan.  Our 
concern is to ensure that the public get the best deal in the Health 
Service, and that any new models incorporate the principles outlined 
above.  We have, as a consequence, begun work on a successor 
structure to CHCs in their current form, that could deliver the proposals 
in the National Plan, and meet our current concerns.  A chart setting 
out this skeleton structure is attached for your information. 

 
4] I also attach an electronic copy of the article which appeared in The 

Guardian setting out our concerns. 
 
I hope that you find this information of assistance.  If you would like further  
Information, or would like to discuss the issues raised, please do not hesitate  
To get in touch. 
 
Yours sincerely  
 
 
 
 
 
DONNA COVEY 
Director 
 
Encs 



 
 
 
 
Neil Gerrard MP 
House of Commons 
LONDON 
SW1A 0AA 
 
19 September 2000 
 
To:  All Members of the All Party Parliamentary Group 
 
Dear Neil 
 
NHS National Plan – Patient Empowerment 
 
I am writing to advise you of the latest developments with regard to the 
Government’s proposal to abolish Community Health Councils.  Patrick Hall 
MP will be contacting you again shortly regarding a date for a meeting of the 
group.  I understand that the Parliamentary Under Secretary of State for 
Health responsible for CHCs, Gisela Stuart, has agreed to meet with the 
group. 
 
In the meantime, you may find the following of interest and assistance. 
 
1] I have attached a model press release regarding the abolition of CHCs.   
 It would be helpful if those MPs concerned about the Government’s  
 proposals could issue this to local media.  If you or your office require  
 further assistance in raising this issue in the media, please contact our  
 Media Officer, Murray Benham on 020 7609 8138. 
 
2] A “four nations” meeting took place last week, involving representatives  
 of CHCs in England and Wales, Health Councils in Scotland and  
 Health and Social Services Councils in Northern Ireland.  It was  

agreed at that meeting that new models for patient empowerment in all 
parts of the UK must meet the following principles: 
 
§ Independence 
§ People focussed 
§ National body to co-ordinate and set standards 
§ Integration 
§ Service wide 
§ Statutory rights 
§ Representative 
§ Transparency 

 
These criteria reflect the concerns about the National Plan which I 
raised with you in my previous letter. 

 



3] ACHCEW has continued to develop our views on the Plan.  Our 
concern is to ensure that the public get the best deal in the Health 
Service, and that any new models incorporate the principles outlined 
above.  We have, as a consequence, begun work on a successor 
structure to CHCs in their current form, that could deliver the proposals 
in the National Plan, and meet our current concerns.  A chart setting 
out this skeleton structure is attached for your information. 

 
4] I also attach an electronic copy of the article which appeared in The 

Guardian setting out our concerns. 
 
I hope that you find this information of assistance.  If you would like further  
Information, or would like to discuss the issues raised, please do not hesitate  
To get in touch. 
 
Yours sincerely  
 
 
 
 
 
DONNA COVEY 
Director 
 
Encs 



 
 
 
 
Nick Gibb MP 
House of Commons 
LONDON 
SW1A 0AA 
 
19 September 2000 
 
To:  All Members of the All Party Parliamentary Group 
 
Dear Nick 
 
NHS National Plan – Patient Empowerment 
 
I am writing to advise you of the latest developments with regard to the 
Government’s proposal to abolish Community Health Councils.  Patrick Hall 
MP will be contacting you again shortly regarding a date for a meeting of the 
group.  I understand that the Parliamentary Under Secretary of State for 
Health responsible for CHCs, Gisela Stuart, has agreed to meet with the 
group. 
 
In the meantime, you may find the following of interest and assistance. 
 
1] I have attached a model press release regarding the abolition of CHCs.   
 It would be helpful if those MPs concerned about the Government’s  
 proposals could issue this to local media.  If you or your office require  
 further assistance in raising this issue in the media, please contact our  
 Media Officer, Murray Benham on 020 7609 8138. 
 
2] A “four nations” meeting took place last week, involving representatives  
 of CHCs in England and Wales, Health Councils in Scotland and  
 Health and Social Services Councils in Northern Ireland.  It was  

agreed at that meeting that new models for patient empowerment in all 
parts of the UK must meet the following principles: 
 
§ Independence 
§ People focussed 
§ National body to co-ordinate and set standards 
§ Integration 
§ Service wide 
§ Statutory rights 
§ Representative 
§ Transparency 

 
These criteria reflect the concerns about the National Plan which I 
raised with you in my previous letter. 

 



3] ACHCEW has continued to develop our views on the Plan.  Our 
concern is to ensure that the public get the best deal in the Health 
Service, and that any new models incorporate the principles outlined 
above.  We have, as a consequence, begun work on a successor 
structure to CHCs in their current form, that could deliver the proposals 
in the National Plan, and meet our current concerns.  A chart setting 
out this skeleton structure is attached for your information. 

 
4] I also attach an electronic copy of the article which appeared in The 

Guardian setting out our concerns. 
 
I hope that you find this information of assistance.  If you would like further  
Information, or would like to discuss the issues raised, please do not hesitate  
To get in touch. 
 
Yours sincerely  
 
 
 
 
 
DONNA COVEY 
Director 
 
Encs 



 
 
 
 
Ian Gibson MP 
House of Commons 
LONDON 
SW1A 0AA 
 
19 September 2000 
 
To:  All Members of the All Party Parliamentary Group 
 
Dear Ian 
 
NHS National Plan – Patient Empowerment 
 
I am writing to advise you of the latest developments with regard to the 
Government’s proposal to abolish Community Health Councils.  Patrick Hall 
MP will be contacting you again shortly regarding a date for a meeting of the 
group.  I understand that the Parliamentary Under Secretary of State for 
Health responsible for CHCs, Gisela Stuart, has agreed to meet with the 
group. 
 
In the meantime, you may find the following of interest and assistance. 
 
1] I have attached a model press release regarding the abolition of CHCs.   
 It would be helpful if those MPs concerned about the Government’s  
 proposals could issue this to local media.  If you or your office require  
 further assistance in raising this issue in the media, please contact our  
 Media Officer, Murray Benham on 020 7609 8138. 
 
2] A “four nations” meeting took place last week, involving representatives  
 of CHCs in England and Wales, Health Councils in Scotland and  
 Health and Social Services Councils in Northern Ireland.  It was  

agreed at that meeting that new models for patient empowerment in all 
parts of the UK must meet the following principles: 
 
§ Independence 
§ People focussed 
§ National body to co-ordinate and set standards 
§ Integration 
§ Service wide 
§ Statutory rights 
§ Representative 
§ Transparency 

 
These criteria reflect the concerns about the National Plan which I 
raised with you in my previous letter. 

 



3] ACHCEW has continued to develop our views on the Plan.  Our 
concern is to ensure that the public get the best deal in the Health 
Service, and that any new models incorporate the principles outlined 
above.  We have, as a consequence, begun work on a successor 
structure to CHCs in their current form, that could deliver the proposals 
in the National Plan, and meet our current concerns.  A chart setting 
out this skeleton structure is attached for your information. 

 
4] I also attach an electronic copy of the article which appeared in The 

Guardian setting out our concerns. 
 
I hope that you find this information of assistance.  If you would like further  
Information, or would like to discuss the issues raised, please do not hesitate  
To get in touch. 
 
Yours sincerely  
 
 
 
 
 
DONNA COVEY 
Director 
 
Encs 



 
 
 
 
Christopher Gill MP 
House of Commons 
LONDON 
SW1A 0AA 
 
19 September 2000 
 
To:  All Members of the All Party Parliamentary Group 
 
Dear Christopher 
 
NHS National Plan – Patient Empowerment 
 
I am writing to advise you of the latest developments with regard to the 
Government’s proposal to abolish Community Health Councils.  Patrick Hall 
MP will be contacting you again shortly regarding a date for a meeting of the 
group.  I understand that the Parliamentary Under Secretary of State for 
Health responsible for CHCs, Gisela Stuart, has agreed to meet with the 
group. 
 
In the meantime, you may find the following of interest and assistance. 
 
1] I have attached a model press release regarding the abolition of CHCs.   
 It would be helpful if those MPs concerned about the Government’s  
 proposals could issue this to local media.  If you or your office require  
 further assistance in raising this issue in the media, please contact our  
 Media Officer, Murray Benham on 020 7609 8138. 
 
2] A “four nations” meeting took place last week, involving representatives  
 of CHCs in England and Wales, Health Councils in Scotland and  
 Health and Social Services Councils in Northern Ireland.  It was  

agreed at that meeting that new models for patient empowerment in all 
parts of the UK must meet the following principles: 
 
§ Independence 
§ People focussed 
§ National body to co-ordinate and set standards 
§ Integration 
§ Service wide 
§ Statutory rights 
§ Representative 
§ Transparency 

 
These criteria reflect the concerns about the National Plan which I 
raised with you in my previous letter. 

 



3] ACHCEW has continued to develop our views on the Plan.  Our 
concern is to ensure that the public get the best deal in the Health 
Service, and that any new models incorporate the principles outlined 
above.  We have, as a consequence, begun work on a successor 
structure to CHCs in their current form, that could deliver the proposals 
in the National Plan, and meet our current concerns.  A chart setting 
out this skeleton structure is attached for your information. 

 
4] I also attach an electronic copy of the article which appeared in The 

Guardian setting out our concerns. 
 
I hope that you find this information of assistance.  If you would like further  
Information, or would like to discuss the issues raised, please do not hesitate  
To get in touch. 
 
Yours sincerely  
 
 
 
 
 
DONNA COVEY 
Director 
 
Encs 



 
 
 
 
Cheryl Gillan MP 
House of Commons 
LONDON 
SW1A 0AA 
 
19 September 2000 
 
To:  All Members of the All Party Parliamentary Group 
 
Dear Cheryl 
 
NHS National Plan – Patient Empowerment 
 
I am writing to advise you of the latest developments with regard to the 
Government’s proposal to abolish Community Health Councils.  Patrick Hall 
MP will be contacting you again shortly regarding a date for a meeting of the 
group.  I understand that the Parliamentary Under Secretary of State for 
Health responsible for CHCs, Gisela Stuart, has agreed to meet with the 
group. 
 
In the meantime, you may find the following of interest and assistance. 
 
1] I have attached a model press release regarding the abolition of CHCs.   
 It would be helpful if those MPs concerned about the Government’s  
 proposals could issue this to local media.  If you or your office require  
 further assistance in raising this issue in the media, please contact our  
 Media Officer, Murray Benham on 020 7609 8138. 
 
2] A “four nations” meeting took place last week, involving representatives  
 of CHCs in England and Wales, Health Councils in Scotland and  
 Health and Social Services Councils in Northern Ireland.  It was  

agreed at that meeting that new models for patient empowerment in all 
parts of the UK must meet the following principles: 
 
§ Independence 
§ People focussed 
§ National body to co-ordinate and set standards 
§ Integration 
§ Service wide 
§ Statutory rights 
§ Representative 
§ Transparency 

 
These criteria reflect the concerns about the National Plan which I 
raised with you in my previous letter. 

 



3] ACHCEW has continued to develop our views on the Plan.  Our 
concern is to ensure that the public get the best deal in the Health 
Service, and that any new models incorporate the principles outlined 
above.  We have, as a consequence, begun work on a successor 
structure to CHCs in their current form, that could deliver the proposals 
in the National Plan, and meet our current concerns.  A chart setting 
out this skeleton structure is attached for your information. 

 
4] I also attach an electronic copy of the article which appeared in The 

Guardian setting out our concerns. 
 
I hope that you find this information of assistance.  If you would like further  
Information, or would like to discuss the issues raised, please do not hesitate  
To get in touch. 
 
Yours sincerely  
 
 
 
 
 
DONNA COVEY 
Director 
 
Encs 



 
 
 
 
Linda Gilroy MP 
House of Commons 
LONDON 
SW1A 0AA 
 
19 September 2000 
 
To:  All Members of the All Party Parliamentary Group 
 
Dear Linda 
 
NHS National Plan – Patient Empowerment 
 
I am writing to advise you of the latest developments with regard to the 
Government’s proposal to abolish Community Health Councils.  Patrick Hall 
MP will be contacting you again shortly regarding a date for a meeting of the 
group.  I understand that the Parliamentary Under Secretary of State for 
Health responsible for CHCs, Gisela Stuart, has agreed to meet with the 
group. 
 
In the meantime, you may find the following of interest and assistance. 
 
1] I have attached a model press release regarding the abolition of CHCs.   
 It would be helpful if those MPs concerned about the Government’s  
 proposals could issue this to local media.  If you or your office require  
 further assistance in raising this issue in the media, please contact our  
 Media Officer, Murray Benham on 020 7609 8138. 
 
2] A “four nations” meeting took place last week, involving representatives  
 of CHCs in England and Wales, Health Councils in Scotland and  
 Health and Social Services Councils in Northern Ireland.  It was  

agreed at that meeting that new models for patient empowerment in all 
parts of the UK must meet the following principles: 
 
§ Independence 
§ People focussed 
§ National body to co-ordinate and set standards 
§ Integration 
§ Service wide 
§ Statutory rights 
§ Representative 
§ Transparency 

 
These criteria reflect the concerns about the National Plan which I 
raised with you in my previous letter. 

 



3] ACHCEW has continued to develop our views on the Plan.  Our 
concern is to ensure that the public get the best deal in the Health 
Service, and that any new models incorporate the principles outlined 
above.  We have, as a consequence, begun work on a successor 
structure to CHCs in their current form, that could deliver the proposals 
in the National Plan, and meet our current concerns.  A chart setting 
out this skeleton structure is attached for your information. 

 
4] I also attach an electronic copy of the article which appeared in The 

Guardian setting out our concerns. 
 
I hope that you find this information of assistance.  If you would like further  
Information, or would like to discuss the issues raised, please do not hesitate  
To get in touch. 
 
Yours sincerely  
 
 
 
 
 
DONNA COVEY 
Director 
 
Encs 



 
 
 
 
Paul Goggins MP 
House of Commons 
LONDON 
SW1A 0AA 
 
19 September 2000 
 
To:  All Members of the All Party Parliamentary Group 
 
Dear Paul 
 
NHS National Plan – Patient Empowerment 
 
I am writing to advise you of the latest developments with regard to the 
Government’s proposal to abolish Community Health Councils.  Patrick Hall 
MP will be contacting you again shortly regarding a date for a meeting of the 
group.  I understand that the Parliamentary Under Secretary of State for 
Health responsible for CHCs, Gisela Stuart, has agreed to meet with the 
group. 
 
In the meantime, you may find the following of interest and assistance. 
 
1] I have attached a model press release regarding the abolition of CHCs.   
 It would be helpful if those MPs concerned about the Government’s  
 proposals could issue this to local media.  If you or your office require  
 further assistance in raising this issue in the media, please contact our  
 Media Officer, Murray Benham on 020 7609 8138. 
 
2] A “four nations” meeting took place last week, involving representatives  
 of CHCs in England and Wales, Health Councils in Scotland and  
 Health and Social Services Councils in Northern Ireland.  It was  

agreed at that meeting that new models for patient empowerment in all 
parts of the UK must meet the following principles: 
 
§ Independence 
§ People focussed 
§ National body to co-ordinate and set standards 
§ Integration 
§ Service wide 
§ Statutory rights 
§ Representative 
§ Transparency 

 
These criteria reflect the concerns about the National Plan which I 
raised with you in my previous letter. 

 



3] ACHCEW has continued to develop our views on the Plan.  Our 
concern is to ensure that the public get the best deal in the Health 
Service, and that any new models incorporate the principles outlined 
above.  We have, as a consequence, begun work on a successor 
structure to CHCs in their current form, that could deliver the proposals 
in the National Plan, and meet our current concerns.  A chart setting 
out this skeleton structure is attached for your information. 

 
4] I also attach an electronic copy of the article which appeared in The 

Guardian setting out our concerns. 
 
I hope that you find this information of assistance.  If you would like further  
Information, or would like to discuss the issues raised, please do not hesitate  
To get in touch. 
 
Yours sincerely  
 
 
 
 
 
DONNA COVEY 
Director 
 
Encs 



 
 
 
 
Llin Golding MP 
House of Commons 
LONDON 
SW1A 0AA 
 
19 September 2000 
 
To:  All Members of the All Party Parliamentary Group 
 
Dear Llin 
 
NHS National Plan – Patient Empowerment 
 
I am writing to advise you of the latest developments with regard to the 
Government’s proposal to abolish Community Health Councils.  Patrick Hall 
MP will be contacting you again shortly regarding a date for a meeting of the 
group.  I understand that the Parliamentary Under Secretary of State for 
Health responsible for CHCs, Gisela Stuart, has agreed to meet with the 
group. 
 
In the meantime, you may find the following of interest and assistance. 
 
1] I have attached a model press release regarding the abolition of CHCs.   
 It would be helpful if those MPs concerned about the Government’s  
 proposals could issue this to local media.  If you or your office require  
 further assistance in raising this issue in the media, please contact our  
 Media Officer, Murray Benham on 020 7609 8138. 
 
2] A “four nations” meeting took place last week, involving representatives  
 of CHCs in England and Wales, Health Councils in Scotland and  
 Health and Social Services Councils in Northern Ireland.  It was  

agreed at that meeting that new models for patient empowerment in all 
parts of the UK must meet the following principles: 
 
§ Independence 
§ People focussed 
§ National body to co-ordinate and set standards 
§ Integration 
§ Service wide 
§ Statutory rights 
§ Representative 
§ Transparency 

 
These criteria reflect the concerns about the National Plan which I 
raised with you in my previous letter. 

 



3] ACHCEW has continued to develop our views on the Plan.  Our 
concern is to ensure that the public get the best deal in the Health 
Service, and that any new models incorporate the principles outlined 
above.  We have, as a consequence, begun work on a successor 
structure to CHCs in their current form, that could deliver the proposals 
in the National Plan, and meet our current concerns.  A chart setting 
out this skeleton structure is attached for your information. 

 
4] I also attach an electronic copy of the article which appeared in The 

Guardian setting out our concerns. 
 
I hope that you find this information of assistance.  If you would like further  
Information, or would like to discuss the issues raised, please do not hesitate  
To get in touch. 
 
Yours sincerely  
 
 
 
 
 
DONNA COVEY 
Director 
 
Encs 



 
 
 
 
Eileen Gordon MP 
House of Commons 
LONDON 
SW1A 0AA 
 
19 September 2000 
 
To:  All Members of the All Party Parliamentary Group 
 
Dear Eileen 
 
NHS National Plan – Patient Empowerment 
 
I am writing to advise you of the latest developments with regard to the 
Government’s proposal to abolish Community Health Councils.  Patrick Hall 
MP will be contacting you again shortly regarding a date for a meeting of the 
group.  I understand that the Parliamentary Under Secretary of State for 
Health responsible for CHCs, Gisela Stuart, has agreed to meet with the 
group. 
 
In the meantime, you may find the following of interest and assistance. 
 
1] I have attached a model press release regarding the abolition of CHCs.   
 It would be helpful if those MPs concerned about the Government’s  
 proposals could issue this to local media.  If you or your office require  
 further assistance in raising this issue in the media, please contact our  
 Media Officer, Murray Benham on 020 7609 8138. 
 
2] A “four nations” meeting took place last week, involving representatives  
 of CHCs in England and Wales, Health Councils in Scotland and  
 Health and Social Services Councils in Northern Ireland.  It was  

agreed at that meeting that new models for patient empowerment in all 
parts of the UK must meet the following principles: 
 
§ Independence 
§ People focussed 
§ National body to co-ordinate and set standards 
§ Integration 
§ Service wide 
§ Statutory rights 
§ Representative 
§ Transparency 

 
These criteria reflect the concerns about the National Plan which I 
raised with you in my previous letter. 

 



3] ACHCEW has continued to develop our views on the Plan.  Our 
concern is to ensure that the public get the best deal in the Health 
Service, and that any new models incorporate the principles outlined 
above.  We have, as a consequence, begun work on a successor 
structure to CHCs in their current form, that could deliver the proposals 
in the National Plan, and meet our current concerns.  A chart setting 
out this skeleton structure is attached for your information. 

 
4] I also attach an electronic copy of the article which appeared in The 

Guardian setting out our concerns. 
 
I hope that you find this information of assistance.  If you would like further  
Information, or would like to discuss the issues raised, please do not hesitate  
To get in touch. 
 
Yours sincerely  
 
 
 
 
 
DONNA COVEY 
Director 
 
Encs 



 
 
 
 
Teresa Gorman MP 
House of Commons 
LONDON 
SW1A 0AA 
 
19 September 2000 
 
To:  All Members of the All Party Parliamentary Group 
 
Dear Teresa 
 
NHS National Plan – Patient Empowerment 
 
I am writing to advise you of the latest developments with regard to the 
Government’s proposal to abolish Community Health Councils.  Patrick Hall 
MP will be contacting you again shortly regarding a date for a meeting of the 
group.  I understand that the Parliamentary Under Secretary of State for 
Health responsible for CHCs, Gisela Stuart, has agreed to meet with the 
group. 
 
In the meantime, you may find the following of interest and assistance. 
 
1] I have attached a model press release regarding the abolition of CHCs.   
 It would be helpful if those MPs concerned about the Government’s  
 proposals could issue this to local media.  If you or your office require  
 further assistance in raising this issue in the media, please contact our  
 Media Officer, Murray Benham on 020 7609 8138. 
 
2] A “four nations” meeting took place last week, involving representatives  
 of CHCs in England and Wales, Health Councils in Scotland and  
 Health and Social Services Councils in Northern Ireland.  It was  

agreed at that meeting that new models for patient empowerment in all 
parts of the UK must meet the following principles: 
 
§ Independence 
§ People focussed 
§ National body to co-ordinate and set standards 
§ Integration 
§ Service wide 
§ Statutory rights 
§ Representative 
§ Transparency 

 
These criteria reflect the concerns about the National Plan which I 
raised with you in my previous letter. 

 



3] ACHCEW has continued to develop our views on the Plan.  Our 
concern is to ensure that the public get the best deal in the Health 
Service, and that any new models incorporate the principles outlined 
above.  We have, as a consequence, begun work on a successor 
structure to CHCs in their current form, that could deliver the proposals 
in the National Plan, and meet our current concerns.  A chart setting 
out this skeleton structure is attached for your information. 

 
4] I also attach an electronic copy of the article which appeared in The 

Guardian setting out our concerns. 
 
I hope that you find this information of assistance.  If you would like further  
Information, or would like to discuss the issues raised, please do not hesitate  
To get in touch. 
 
Yours sincerely  
 
 
 
 
 
DONNA COVEY 
Director 
 
Encs 



 
 
 
 
James Gray MP 
House of Commons 
LONDON 
SW1A 0AA 
 
19 September 2000 
 
To:  All Members of the All Party Parliamentary Group 
 
Dear James 
 
NHS National Plan – Patient Empowerment 
 
I am writing to advise you of the latest developments with regard to the 
Government’s proposal to abolish Community Health Councils.  Patrick Hall 
MP will be contacting you again shortly regarding a date for a meeting of the 
group.  I understand that the Parliamentary Under Secretary of State for 
Health responsible for CHCs, Gisela Stuart, has agreed to meet with the 
group. 
 
In the meantime, you may find the following of interest and assistance. 
 
1] I have attached a model press release regarding the abolition of CHCs.   
 It would be helpful if those MPs concerned about the Government’s  
 proposals could issue this to local media.  If you or your office require  
 further assistance in raising this issue in the media, please contact our  
 Media Officer, Murray Benham on 020 7609 8138. 
 
2] A “four nations” meeting took place last week, involving representatives  
 of CHCs in England and Wales, Health Councils in Scotland and  
 Health and Social Services Councils in Northern Ireland.  It was  

agreed at that meeting that new models for patient empowerment in all 
parts of the UK must meet the following principles: 
 
§ Independence 
§ People focussed 
§ National body to co-ordinate and set standards 
§ Integration 
§ Service wide 
§ Statutory rights 
§ Representative 
§ Transparency 

 
These criteria reflect the concerns about the National Plan which I 
raised with you in my previous letter. 

 



3] ACHCEW has continued to develop our views on the Plan.  Our 
concern is to ensure that the public get the best deal in the Health 
Service, and that any new models incorporate the principles outlined 
above.  We have, as a consequence, begun work on a successor 
structure to CHCs in their current form, that could deliver the proposals 
in the National Plan, and meet our current concerns.  A chart setting 
out this skeleton structure is attached for your information. 

 
4] I also attach an electronic copy of the article which appeared in The 

Guardian setting out our concerns. 
 
I hope that you find this information of assistance.  If you would like further  
Information, or would like to discuss the issues raised, please do not hesitate  
To get in touch. 
 
Yours sincerely  
 
 
 
 
 
DONNA COVEY 
Director 
 
Encs 



 
 
 
 
Dominic Grieve MP 
House of Commons 
LONDON 
SW1A 0AA 
 
19 September 2000 
 
To:  All Members of the All Party Parliamentary Group 
 
Dear Dominic 
 
NHS National Plan – Patient Empowerment 
 
I am writing to advise you of the latest developments with regard to the 
Government’s proposal to abolish Community Health Councils.  Patrick Hall 
MP will be contacting you again shortly regarding a date for a meeting of the 
group.  I understand that the Parliamentary Under Secretary of State for 
Health responsible for CHCs, Gisela Stuart, has agreed to meet with the 
group. 
 
In the meantime, you may find the following of interest and assistance. 
 
1] I have attached a model press release regarding the abolition of CHCs.   
 It would be helpful if those MPs concerned about the Government’s  
 proposals could issue this to local media.  If you or your office require  
 further assistance in raising this issue in the media, please contact our  
 Media Officer, Murray Benham on 020 7609 8138. 
 
2] A “four nations” meeting took place last week, involving representatives  
 of CHCs in England and Wales, Health Councils in Scotland and  
 Health and Social Services Councils in Northern Ireland.  It was  

agreed at that meeting that new models for patient empowerment in all 
parts of the UK must meet the following principles: 
 
§ Independence 
§ People focussed 
§ National body to co-ordinate and set standards 
§ Integration 
§ Service wide 
§ Statutory rights 
§ Representative 
§ Transparency 

 
These criteria reflect the concerns about the National Plan which I 
raised with you in my previous letter. 

 



3] ACHCEW has continued to develop our views on the Plan.  Our 
concern is to ensure that the public get the best deal in the Health 
Service, and that any new models incorporate the principles outlined 
above.  We have, as a consequence, begun work on a successor 
structure to CHCs in their current form, that could deliver the proposals 
in the National Plan, and meet our current concerns.  A chart setting 
out this skeleton structure is attached for your information. 

 
4] I also attach an electronic copy of the article which appeared in The 

Guardian setting out our concerns. 
 
I hope that you find this information of assistance.  If you would like further  
Information, or would like to discuss the issues raised, please do not hesitate  
To get in touch. 
 
Yours sincerely  
 
 
 
 
 
DONNA COVEY 
Director 
 
Encs 



 
 
 
 
Jane Griffiths MP 
House of Commons 
LONDON 
SW1A 0AA 
 
19 September 2000 
 
To:  All Members of the All Party Parliamentary Group 
 
Dear Jane 
 
NHS National Plan – Patient Empowerment 
 
I am writing to advise you of the latest developments with regard to the 
Government’s proposal to abolish Community Health Councils.  Patrick Hall 
MP will be contacting you again shortly regarding a date for a meeting of the 
group.  I understand that the Parliamentary Under Secretary of State for 
Health responsible for CHCs, Gisela Stuart, has agreed to meet with the 
group. 
 
In the meantime, you may find the following of interest and assistance. 
 
1] I have attached a model press release regarding the abolition of CHCs.   
 It would be helpful if those MPs concerned about the Government’s  
 proposals could issue this to local media.  If you or your office require  
 further assistance in raising this issue in the media, please contact our  
 Media Officer, Murray Benham on 020 7609 8138. 
 
2] A “four nations” meeting took place last week, involving representatives  
 of CHCs in England and Wales, Health Councils in Scotland and  
 Health and Social Services Councils in Northern Ireland.  It was  

agreed at that meeting that new models for patient empowerment in all 
parts of the UK must meet the following principles: 
 
§ Independence 
§ People focussed 
§ National body to co-ordinate and set standards 
§ Integration 
§ Service wide 
§ Statutory rights 
§ Representative 
§ Transparency 

 
These criteria reflect the concerns about the National Plan which I 
raised with you in my previous letter. 

 



3] ACHCEW has continued to develop our views on the Plan.  Our 
concern is to ensure that the public get the best deal in the Health 
Service, and that any new models incorporate the principles outlined 
above.  We have, as a consequence, begun work on a successor 
structure to CHCs in their current form, that could deliver the proposals 
in the National Plan, and meet our current concerns.  A chart setting 
out this skeleton structure is attached for your information. 

 
4] I also attach an electronic copy of the article which appeared in The 

Guardian setting out our concerns. 
 
I hope that you find this information of assistance.  If you would like further  
Information, or would like to discuss the issues raised, please do not hesitate  
To get in touch. 
 
Yours sincerely  
 
 
 
 
 
DONNA COVEY 
Director 
 
Encs 



 
 
 
 
Win Griffiths MP 
House of Commons 
LONDON 
SW1A 0AA 
 
19 September 2000 
 
To:  All Members of the All Party Parliamentary Group 
 
Dear Win 
 
NHS National Plan – Patient Empowerment 
 
I am writing to advise you of the latest developments with regard to the 
Government’s proposal to abolish Community Health Councils.  Patrick Hall 
MP will be contacting you again shortly regarding a date for a meeting of the 
group.  I understand that the Parliamentary Under Secretary of State for 
Health responsible for CHCs, Gisela Stuart, has agreed to meet with the 
group. 
 
In the meantime, you may find the following of interest and assistance. 
 
1] I have attached a model press release regarding the abolition of CHCs.   
 It would be helpful if those MPs concerned about the Government’s  
 proposals could issue this to local media.  If you or your office require  
 further assistance in raising this issue in the media, please contact our  
 Media Officer, Murray Benham on 020 7609 8138. 
 
2] A “four nations” meeting took place last week, involving representatives  
 of CHCs in England and Wales, Health Councils in Scotland and  
 Health and Social Services Councils in Northern Ireland.  It was  

agreed at that meeting that new models for patient empowerment in all 
parts of the UK must meet the following principles: 
 
§ Independence 
§ People focussed 
§ National body to co-ordinate and set standards 
§ Integration 
§ Service wide 
§ Statutory rights 
§ Representative 
§ Transparency 

 
These criteria reflect the concerns about the National Plan which I 
raised with you in my previous letter. 

 



3] ACHCEW has continued to develop our views on the Plan.  Our 
concern is to ensure that the public get the best deal in the Health 
Service, and that any new models incorporate the principles outlined 
above.  We have, as a consequence, begun work on a successor 
structure to CHCs in their current form, that could deliver the proposals 
in the National Plan, and meet our current concerns.  A chart setting 
out this skeleton structure is attached for your information. 

 
4] I also attach an electronic copy of the article which appeared in The 

Guardian setting out our concerns. 
 
I hope that you find this information of assistance.  If you would like further  
Information, or would like to discuss the issues raised, please do not hesitate  
To get in touch. 
 
Yours sincerely  
 
 
 
 
 
DONNA COVEY 
Director 
 
Encs 



 
 
 
 
Bruce Grocott MP 
House of Commons 
LONDON 
SW1A 0AA 
 
19 September 2000 
 
To:  All Members of the All Party Parliamentary Group 
 
Dear Bruce 
 
NHS National Plan – Patient Empowerment 
 
I am writing to advise you of the latest developments with regard to the 
Government’s proposal to abolish Community Health Councils.  Patrick Hall 
MP will be contacting you again shortly regarding a date for a meeting of the 
group.  I understand that the Parliamentary Under Secretary of State for 
Health responsible for CHCs, Gisela Stuart, has agreed to meet with the 
group. 
 
In the meantime, you may find the following of interest and assistance. 
 
1] I have attached a model press release regarding the abolition of CHCs.   
 It would be helpful if those MPs concerned about the Government’s  
 proposals could issue this to local media.  If you or your office require  
 further assistance in raising this issue in the media, please contact our  
 Media Officer, Murray Benham on 020 7609 8138. 
 
2] A “four nations” meeting took place last week, involving representatives  
 of CHCs in England and Wales, Health Councils in Scotland and  
 Health and Social Services Councils in Northern Ireland.  It was  

agreed at that meeting that new models for patient empowerment in all 
parts of the UK must meet the following principles: 
 
§ Independence 
§ People focussed 
§ National body to co-ordinate and set standards 
§ Integration 
§ Service wide 
§ Statutory rights 
§ Representative 
§ Transparency 

 
These criteria reflect the concerns about the National Plan which I 
raised with you in my previous letter. 

 



3] ACHCEW has continued to develop our views on the Plan.  Our 
concern is to ensure that the public get the best deal in the Health 
Service, and that any new models incorporate the principles outlined 
above.  We have, as a consequence, begun work on a successor 
structure to CHCs in their current form, that could deliver the proposals 
in the National Plan, and meet our current concerns.  A chart setting 
out this skeleton structure is attached for your information. 

 
4] I also attach an electronic copy of the article which appeared in The 

Guardian setting out our concerns. 
 
I hope that you find this information of assistance.  If you would like further  
Information, or would like to discuss the issues raised, please do not hesitate  
To get in touch. 
 
Yours sincerely  
 
 
 
 
 
DONNA COVEY 
Director 
 
Encs 



 
 
 
 
John Grogan MP 
House of Commons 
LONDON 
SW1A 0AA 
 
19 September 2000 
 
To:  All Members of the All Party Parliamentary Group 
 
Dear John 
 
NHS National Plan – Patient Empowerment 
 
I am writing to advise you of the latest developments with regard to the 
Government’s proposal to abolish Community Health Councils.  Patrick Hall 
MP will be contacting you again shortly regarding a date for a meeting of the 
group.  I understand that the Parliamentary Under Secretary of State for 
Health responsible for CHCs, Gisela Stuart, has agreed to meet with the 
group. 
 
In the meantime, you may find the following of interest and assistance. 
 
1] I have attached a model press release regarding the abolition of CHCs.   
 It would be helpful if those MPs concerned about the Government’s  
 proposals could issue this to local media.  If you or your office require  
 further assistance in raising this issue in the media, please contact our  
 Media Officer, Murray Benham on 020 7609 8138. 
 
2] A “four nations” meeting took place last week, involving representatives  
 of CHCs in England and Wales, Health Councils in Scotland and  
 Health and Social Services Councils in Northern Ireland.  It was  

agreed at that meeting that new models for patient empowerment in all 
parts of the UK must meet the following principles: 
 
§ Independence 
§ People focussed 
§ National body to co-ordinate and set standards 
§ Integration 
§ Service wide 
§ Statutory rights 
§ Representative 
§ Transparency 

 
These criteria reflect the concerns about the National Plan which I 
raised with you in my previous letter. 

 



3] ACHCEW has continued to develop our views on the Plan.  Our 
concern is to ensure that the public get the best deal in the Health 
Service, and that any new models incorporate the principles outlined 
above.  We have, as a consequence, begun work on a successor 
structure to CHCs in their current form, that could deliver the proposals 
in the National Plan, and meet our current concerns.  A chart setting 
out this skeleton structure is attached for your information. 

 
4] I also attach an electronic copy of the article which appeared in The 

Guardian setting out our concerns. 
 
I hope that you find this information of assistance.  If you would like further  
Information, or would like to discuss the issues raised, please do not hesitate  
To get in touch. 
 
Yours sincerely  
 
 
 
 
 
DONNA COVEY 
Director 
 
Encs 



 
 
 
 
Patrick Hall MP 
House of Commons 
LONDON 
SW1A 0AA 
 
19 September 2000 
 
To:  All Members of the All Party Parliamentary Group 
 
Dear Patrick 
 
NHS National Plan – Patient Empowerment 
 
I am writing to advise you of the latest developments with regard to the 
Government’s proposal to abolish Community Health Councils.  Patrick Hall 
MP will be contacting you again shortly regarding a date for a meeting of the 
group.  I understand that the Parliamentary Under Secretary of State for 
Health responsible for CHCs, Gisela Stuart, has agreed to meet with the 
group. 
 
In the meantime, you may find the following of interest and assistance. 
 
1] I have attached a model press release regarding the abolition of CHCs.   
 It would be helpful if those MPs concerned about the Government’s  
 proposals could issue this to local media.  If you or your office require  
 further assistance in raising this issue in the media, please contact our  
 Media Officer, Murray Benham on 020 7609 8138. 
 
2] A “four nations” meeting took place last week, involving representatives  
 of CHCs in England and Wales, Health Councils in Scotland and  
 Health and Social Services Councils in Northern Ireland.  It was  

agreed at that meeting that new models for patient empowerment in all 
parts of the UK must meet the following principles: 
 
§ Independence 
§ People focussed 
§ National body to co-ordinate and set standards 
§ Integration 
§ Service wide 
§ Statutory rights 
§ Representative 
§ Transparency 

 
These criteria reflect the concerns about the National Plan which I 
raised with you in my previous letter. 

 



3] ACHCEW has continued to develop our views on the Plan.  Our 
concern is to ensure that the public get the best deal in the Health 
Service, and that any new models incorporate the principles outlined 
above.  We have, as a consequence, begun work on a successor 
structure to CHCs in their current form, that could deliver the proposals 
in the National Plan, and meet our current concerns.  A chart setting 
out this skeleton structure is attached for your information. 

 
4] I also attach an electronic copy of the article which appeared in The 

Guardian setting out our concerns. 
 
I hope that you find this information of assistance.  If you would like further  
Information, or would like to discuss the issues raised, please do not hesitate  
To get in touch. 
 
Yours sincerely  
 
 
 
 
 
DONNA COVEY 
Director 
 
Encs 



 
 
 
 
Mike Hancock MP 
House of Commons 
LONDON 
SW1A 0AA 
 
19 September 2000 
 
To:  All Members of the All Party Parliamentary Group 
 
Dear Mike 
 
NHS National Plan – Patient Empowerment 
 
I am writing to advise you of the latest developments with regard to the 
Government’s proposal to abolish Community Health Councils.  Patrick Hall 
MP will be contacting you again shortly regarding a date for a meeting of the 
group.  I understand that the Parliamentary Under Secretary of State for 
Health responsible for CHCs, Gisela Stuart, has agreed to meet with the 
group. 
 
In the meantime, you may find the following of interest and assistance. 
 
1] I have attached a model press release regarding the abolition of CHCs.   
 It would be helpful if those MPs concerned about the Government’s  
 proposals could issue this to local media.  If you or your office require  
 further assistance in raising this issue in the media, please contact our  
 Media Officer, Murray Benham on 020 7609 8138. 
 
2] A “four nations” meeting took place last week, involving representatives  
 of CHCs in England and Wales, Health Councils in Scotland and  
 Health and Social Services Councils in Northern Ireland.  It was  

agreed at that meeting that new models for patient empowerment in all 
parts of the UK must meet the following principles: 
 
§ Independence 
§ People focussed 
§ National body to co-ordinate and set standards 
§ Integration 
§ Service wide 
§ Statutory rights 
§ Representative 
§ Transparency 

 
These criteria reflect the concerns about the National Plan which I 
raised with you in my previous letter. 

 



3] ACHCEW has continued to develop our views on the Plan.  Our 
concern is to ensure that the public get the best deal in the Health 
Service, and that any new models incorporate the principles outlined 
above.  We have, as a consequence, begun work on a successor 
structure to CHCs in their current form, that could deliver the proposals 
in the National Plan, and meet our current concerns.  A chart setting 
out this skeleton structure is attached for your information. 

 
4] I also attach an electronic copy of the article which appeared in The 

Guardian setting out our concerns. 
 
I hope that you find this information of assistance.  If you would like further  
Information, or would like to discuss the issues raised, please do not hesitate  
To get in touch. 
 
Yours sincerely  
 
 
 
 
 
DONNA COVEY 
Director 
 
Encs 



 
 
 
 
David Hanson MP 
House of Commons 
LONDON 
SW1A 0AA 
 
19 September 2000 
 
To:  All Members of the All Party Parliamentary Group 
 
Dear David 
 
NHS National Plan – Patient Empowerment 
 
I am writing to advise you of the latest developments with regard to the 
Government’s proposal to abolish Community Health Councils.  Patrick Hall 
MP will be contacting you again shortly regarding a date for a meeting of the 
group.  I understand that the Parliamentary Under Secretary of State for 
Health responsible for CHCs, Gisela Stuart, has agreed to meet with the 
group. 
 
In the meantime, you may find the following of interest and assistance. 
 
1] I have attached a model press release regarding the abolition of CHCs.   
 It would be helpful if those MPs concerned about the Government’s  
 proposals could issue this to local media.  If you or your office require  
 further assistance in raising this issue in the media, please contact our  
 Media Officer, Murray Benham on 020 7609 8138. 
 
2] A “four nations” meeting took place last week, involving representatives  
 of CHCs in England and Wales, Health Councils in Scotland and  
 Health and Social Services Councils in Northern Ireland.  It was  

agreed at that meeting that new models for patient empowerment in all 
parts of the UK must meet the following principles: 
 
§ Independence 
§ People focussed 
§ National body to co-ordinate and set standards 
§ Integration 
§ Service wide 
§ Statutory rights 
§ Representative 
§ Transparency 

 
These criteria reflect the concerns about the National Plan which I 
raised with you in my previous letter. 

 



3] ACHCEW has continued to develop our views on the Plan.  Our 
concern is to ensure that the public get the best deal in the Health 
Service, and that any new models incorporate the principles outlined 
above.  We have, as a consequence, begun work on a successor 
structure to CHCs in their current form, that could deliver the proposals 
in the National Plan, and meet our current concerns.  A chart setting 
out this skeleton structure is attached for your information. 

 
4] I also attach an electronic copy of the article which appeared in The 

Guardian setting out our concerns. 
 
I hope that you find this information of assistance.  If you would like further  
Information, or would like to discuss the issues raised, please do not hesitate  
To get in touch. 
 
Yours sincerely  
 
 
 
 
 
DONNA COVEY 
Director 
 
Encs 



 
 
 
 
Evan Harris MP 
House of Commons 
LONDON 
SW1A 0AA 
 
19 September 2000 
 
To:  All Members of the All Party Parliamentary Group 
 
Dear Evan 
 
NHS National Plan – Patient Empowerment 
 
I am writing to advise you of the latest developments with regard to the 
Government’s proposal to abolish Community Health Councils.  Patrick Hall 
MP will be contacting you again shortly regarding a date for a meeting of the 
group.  I understand that the Parliamentary Under Secretary of State for 
Health responsible for CHCs, Gisela Stuart, has agreed to meet with the 
group. 
 
In the meantime, you may find the following of interest and assistance. 
 
1] I have attached a model press release regarding the abolition of CHCs.   
 It would be helpful if those MPs concerned about the Government’s  
 proposals could issue this to local media.  If you or your office require  
 further assistance in raising this issue in the media, please contact our  
 Media Officer, Murray Benham on 020 7609 8138. 
 
2] A “four nations” meeting took place last week, involving representatives  
 of CHCs in England and Wales, Health Councils in Scotland and  
 Health and Social Services Councils in Northern Ireland.  It was  

agreed at that meeting that new models for patient empowerment in all 
parts of the UK must meet the following principles: 
 
§ Independence 
§ People focussed 
§ National body to co-ordinate and set standards 
§ Integration 
§ Service wide 
§ Statutory rights 
§ Representative 
§ Transparency 

 
These criteria reflect the concerns about the National Plan which I 
raised with you in my previous letter. 

 



3] ACHCEW has continued to develop our views on the Plan.  Our 
concern is to ensure that the public get the best deal in the Health 
Service, and that any new models incorporate the principles outlined 
above.  We have, as a consequence, begun work on a successor 
structure to CHCs in their current form, that could deliver the proposals 
in the National Plan, and meet our current concerns.  A chart setting 
out this skeleton structure is attached for your information. 

 
4] I also attach an electronic copy of the article which appeared in The 

Guardian setting out our concerns. 
 
I hope that you find this information of assistance.  If you would like further  
Information, or would like to discuss the issues raised, please do not hesitate  
To get in touch. 
 
Yours sincerely  
 
 
 
 
 
DONNA COVEY 
Director 
 
Encs 



 
 
 
 
Alan Haselhurst MP 
House of Commons 
LONDON 
SW1A 0AA 
 
19 September 2000 
 
To:  All Members of the All Party Parliamentary Group 
 
Dear Alan 
 
NHS National Plan – Patient Empowerment 
 
I am writing to advise you of the latest developments with regard to the 
Government’s proposal to abolish Community Health Councils.  Patrick Hall 
MP will be contacting you again shortly regarding a date for a meeting of the 
group.  I understand that the Parliamentary Under Secretary of State for 
Health responsible for CHCs, Gisela Stuart, has agreed to meet with the 
group. 
 
In the meantime, you may find the following of interest and assistance. 
 
1] I have attached a model press release regarding the abolition of CHCs.   
 It would be helpful if those MPs concerned about the Government’s  
 proposals could issue this to local media.  If you or your office require  
 further assistance in raising this issue in the media, please contact our  
 Media Officer, Murray Benham on 020 7609 8138. 
 
2] A “four nations” meeting took place last week, involving representatives  
 of CHCs in England and Wales, Health Councils in Scotland and  
 Health and Social Services Councils in Northern Ireland.  It was  

agreed at that meeting that new models for patient empowerment in all 
parts of the UK must meet the following principles: 
 
§ Independence 
§ People focussed 
§ National body to co-ordinate and set standards 
§ Integration 
§ Service wide 
§ Statutory rights 
§ Representative 
§ Transparency 

 
These criteria reflect the concerns about the National Plan which I 
raised with you in my previous letter. 

 



3] ACHCEW has continued to develop our views on the Plan.  Our 
concern is to ensure that the public get the best deal in the Health 
Service, and that any new models incorporate the principles outlined 
above.  We have, as a consequence, begun work on a successor 
structure to CHCs in their current form, that could deliver the proposals 
in the National Plan, and meet our current concerns.  A chart setting 
out this skeleton structure is attached for your information. 

 
4] I also attach an electronic copy of the article which appeared in The 

Guardian setting out our concerns. 
 
I hope that you find this information of assistance.  If you would like further  
Information, or would like to discuss the issues raised, please do not hesitate  
To get in touch. 
 
Yours sincerely  
 
 
 
 
 
DONNA COVEY 
Director 
 
Encs 



 
 
 
 
Sylvia Heal MP 
House of Commons 
LONDON 
SW1A 0AA 
 
19 September 2000 
 
To:  All Members of the All Party Parliamentary Group 
 
Dear Sylvia 
 
NHS National Plan – Patient Empowerment 
 
I am writing to advise you of the latest developments with regard to the 
Government’s proposal to abolish Community Health Councils.  Patrick Hall 
MP will be contacting you again shortly regarding a date for a meeting of the 
group.  I understand that the Parliamentary Under Secretary of State for 
Health responsible for CHCs, Gisela Stuart, has agreed to meet with the 
group. 
 
In the meantime, you may find the following of interest and assistance. 
 
1] I have attached a model press release regarding the abolition of CHCs.   
 It would be helpful if those MPs concerned about the Government’s  
 proposals could issue this to local media.  If you or your office require  
 further assistance in raising this issue in the media, please contact our  
 Media Officer, Murray Benham on 020 7609 8138. 
 
2] A “four nations” meeting took place last week, involving representatives  
 of CHCs in England and Wales, Health Councils in Scotland and  
 Health and Social Services Councils in Northern Ireland.  It was  

agreed at that meeting that new models for patient empowerment in all 
parts of the UK must meet the following principles: 
 
§ Independence 
§ People focussed 
§ National body to co-ordinate and set standards 
§ Integration 
§ Service wide 
§ Statutory rights 
§ Representative 
§ Transparency 

 
These criteria reflect the concerns about the National Plan which I 
raised with you in my previous letter. 

 



3] ACHCEW has continued to develop our views on the Plan.  Our 
concern is to ensure that the public get the best deal in the Health 
Service, and that any new models incorporate the principles outlined 
above.  We have, as a consequence, begun work on a successor 
structure to CHCs in their current form, that could deliver the proposals 
in the National Plan, and meet our current concerns.  A chart setting 
out this skeleton structure is attached for your information. 

 
4] I also attach an electronic copy of the article which appeared in The 

Guardian setting out our concerns. 
 
I hope that you find this information of assistance.  If you would like further  
Information, or would like to discuss the issues raised, please do not hesitate  
To get in touch. 
 
Yours sincerely  
 
 
 
 
 
DONNA COVEY 
Director 
 
Encs 



 
 
 
 
John Healy MP 
House of Commons 
LONDON 
SW1A 0AA 
 
19 September 2000 
 
To:  All Members of the All Party Parliamentary Group 
 
Dear John 
 
NHS National Plan – Patient Empowerment 
 
I am writing to advise you of the latest developments with regard to the 
Government’s proposal to abolish Community Health Councils.  Patrick Hall 
MP will be contacting you again shortly regarding a date for a meeting of the 
group.  I understand that the Parliamentary Under Secretary of State for 
Health responsible for CHCs, Gisela Stuart, has agreed to meet with the 
group. 
 
In the meantime, you may find the following of interest and assistance. 
 
1] I have attached a model press release regarding the abolition of CHCs.   
 It would be helpful if those MPs concerned about the Government’s  
 proposals could issue this to local media.  If you or your office require  
 further assistance in raising this issue in the media, please contact our  
 Media Officer, Murray Benham on 020 7609 8138. 
 
2] A “four nations” meeting took place last week, involving representatives  
 of CHCs in England and Wales, Health Councils in Scotland and  
 Health and Social Services Councils in Northern Ireland.  It was  

agreed at that meeting that new models for patient empowerment in all 
parts of the UK must meet the following principles: 
 
§ Independence 
§ People focussed 
§ National body to co-ordinate and set standards 
§ Integration 
§ Service wide 
§ Statutory rights 
§ Representative 
§ Transparency 

 
These criteria reflect the concerns about the National Plan which I 
raised with you in my previous letter. 

 



3] ACHCEW has continued to develop our views on the Plan.  Our 
concern is to ensure that the public get the best deal in the Health 
Service, and that any new models incorporate the principles outlined 
above.  We have, as a consequence, begun work on a successor 
structure to CHCs in their current form, that could deliver the proposals 
in the National Plan, and meet our current concerns.  A chart setting 
out this skeleton structure is attached for your information. 

 
4] I also attach an electronic copy of the article which appeared in The 

Guardian setting out our concerns. 
 
I hope that you find this information of assistance.  If you would like further  
Information, or would like to discuss the issues raised, please do not hesitate  
To get in touch. 
 
Yours sincerely  
 
 
 
 
 
DONNA COVEY 
Director 
 
Encs 



 
 
 
 
Edward Heath MP 
House of Commons 
LONDON 
SW1A 0AA 
 
19 September 2000 
 
To:  All Members of the All Party Parliamentary Group 
 
Dear Edward 
 
NHS National Plan – Patient Empowerment 
 
I am writing to advise you of the latest developments with regard to the 
Government’s proposal to abolish Community Health Councils.  Patrick Hall 
MP will be contacting you again shortly regarding a date for a meeting of the 
group.  I understand that the Parliamentary Under Secretary of State for 
Health responsible for CHCs, Gisela Stuart, has agreed to meet with the 
group. 
 
In the meantime, you may find the following of interest and assistance. 
 
1] I have attached a model press release regarding the abolition of CHCs.   
 It would be helpful if those MPs concerned about the Government’s  
 proposals could issue this to local media.  If you or your office require  
 further assistance in raising this issue in the media, please contact our  
 Media Officer, Murray Benham on 020 7609 8138. 
 
2] A “four nations” meeting took place last week, involving representatives  
 of CHCs in England and Wales, Health Councils in Scotland and  
 Health and Social Services Councils in Northern Ireland.  It was  

agreed at that meeting that new models for patient empowerment in all 
parts of the UK must meet the following principles: 
 
§ Independence 
§ People focussed 
§ National body to co-ordinate and set standards 
§ Integration 
§ Service wide 
§ Statutory rights 
§ Representative 
§ Transparency 

 
These criteria reflect the concerns about the National Plan which I 
raised with you in my previous letter. 

 



3] ACHCEW has continued to develop our views on the Plan.  Our 
concern is to ensure that the public get the best deal in the Health 
Service, and that any new models incorporate the principles outlined 
above.  We have, as a consequence, begun work on a successor 
structure to CHCs in their current form, that could deliver the proposals 
in the National Plan, and meet our current concerns.  A chart setting 
out this skeleton structure is attached for your information. 

 
4] I also attach an electronic copy of the article which appeared in The 

Guardian setting out our concerns. 
 
I hope that you find this information of assistance.  If you would like further  
Information, or would like to discuss the issues raised, please do not hesitate  
To get in touch. 
 
Yours sincerely  
 
 
 
 
 
DONNA COVEY 
Director 
 
Encs 



 
 
 
 
Ivan Henderson MP 
House of Commons 
LONDON 
SW1A 0AA 
 
19 September 2000 
 
To:  All Members of the All Party Parliamentary Group 
 
Dear Ivan 
 
NHS National Plan – Patient Empowerment 
 
I am writing to advise you of the latest developments with regard to the 
Government’s proposal to abolish Community Health Councils.  Patrick Hall 
MP will be contacting you again shortly regarding a date for a meeting of the 
group.  I understand that the Parliamentary Under Secretary of State for 
Health responsible for CHCs, Gisela Stuart, has agreed to meet with the 
group. 
 
In the meantime, you may find the following of interest and assistance. 
 
1] I have attached a model press release regarding the abolition of CHCs.   
 It would be helpful if those MPs concerned about the Government’s  
 proposals could issue this to local media.  If you or your office require  
 further assistance in raising this issue in the media, please contact our  
 Media Officer, Murray Benham on 020 7609 8138. 
 
2] A “four nations” meeting took place last week, involving representatives  
 of CHCs in England and Wales, Health Councils in Scotland and  
 Health and Social Services Councils in Northern Ireland.  It was  

agreed at that meeting that new models for patient empowerment in all 
parts of the UK must meet the following principles: 
 
§ Independence 
§ People focussed 
§ National body to co-ordinate and set standards 
§ Integration 
§ Service wide 
§ Statutory rights 
§ Representative 
§ Transparency 

 
These criteria reflect the concerns about the National Plan which I 
raised with you in my previous letter. 

 



3] ACHCEW has continued to develop our views on the Plan.  Our 
concern is to ensure that the public get the best deal in the Health 
Service, and that any new models incorporate the principles outlined 
above.  We have, as a consequence, begun work on a successor 
structure to CHCs in their current form, that could deliver the proposals 
in the National Plan, and meet our current concerns.  A chart setting 
out this skeleton structure is attached for your information. 

 
4] I also attach an electronic copy of the article which appeared in The 

Guardian setting out our concerns. 
 
I hope that you find this information of assistance.  If you would like further  
Information, or would like to discuss the issues raised, please do not hesitate  
To get in touch. 
 
Yours sincerely  
 
 
 
 
 
DONNA COVEY 
Director 
 
Encs 



 
 
 
 
Stephrn Hepburn MP 
House of Commons 
LONDON 
SW1A 0AA 
 
19 September 2000 
 
To:  All Members of the All Party Parliamentary Group 
 
Dear Stephrn 
 
NHS National Plan – Patient Empowerment 
 
I am writing to advise you of the latest developments with regard to the 
Government’s proposal to abolish Community Health Councils.  Patrick Hall 
MP will be contacting you again shortly regarding a date for a meeting of the 
group.  I understand that the Parliamentary Under Secretary of State for 
Health responsible for CHCs, Gisela Stuart, has agreed to meet with the 
group. 
 
In the meantime, you may find the following of interest and assistance. 
 
1] I have attached a model press release regarding the abolition of CHCs.   
 It would be helpful if those MPs concerned about the Government’s  
 proposals could issue this to local media.  If you or your office require  
 further assistance in raising this issue in the media, please contact our  
 Media Officer, Murray Benham on 020 7609 8138. 
 
2] A “four nations” meeting took place last week, involving representatives  
 of CHCs in England and Wales, Health Councils in Scotland and  
 Health and Social Services Councils in Northern Ireland.  It was  

agreed at that meeting that new models for patient empowerment in all 
parts of the UK must meet the following principles: 
 
§ Independence 
§ People focussed 
§ National body to co-ordinate and set standards 
§ Integration 
§ Service wide 
§ Statutory rights 
§ Representative 
§ Transparency 

 
These criteria reflect the concerns about the National Plan which I 
raised with you in my previous letter. 

 



3] ACHCEW has continued to develop our views on the Plan.  Our 
concern is to ensure that the public get the best deal in the Health 
Service, and that any new models incorporate the principles outlined 
above.  We have, as a consequence, begun work on a successor 
structure to CHCs in their current form, that could deliver the proposals 
in the National Plan, and meet our current concerns.  A chart setting 
out this skeleton structure is attached for your information. 

 
4] I also attach an electronic copy of the article which appeared in The 

Guardian setting out our concerns. 
 
I hope that you find this information of assistance.  If you would like further  
Information, or would like to discuss the issues raised, please do not hesitate  
To get in touch. 
 
Yours sincerely  
 
 
 
 
 
DONNA COVEY 
Director 
 
Encs 



 
 
 
 
Stephen Hesford MP 
House of Commons 
LONDON 
SW1A 0AA 
 
19 September 2000 
 
To:  All Members of the All Party Parliamentary Group 
 
Dear Stephen 
 
NHS National Plan – Patient Empowerment 
 
I am writing to advise you of the latest developments with regard to the 
Government’s proposal to abolish Community Health Councils.  Patrick Hall 
MP will be contacting you again shortly regarding a date for a meeting of the 
group.  I understand that the Parliamentary Under Secretary of State for 
Health responsible for CHCs, Gisela Stuart, has agreed to meet with the 
group. 
 
In the meantime, you may find the following of interest and assistance. 
 
1] I have attached a model press release regarding the abolition of CHCs.   
 It would be helpful if those MPs concerned about the Government’s  
 proposals could issue this to local media.  If you or your office require  
 further assistance in raising this issue in the media, please contact our  
 Media Officer, Murray Benham on 020 7609 8138. 
 
2] A “four nations” meeting took place last week, involving representatives  
 of CHCs in England and Wales, Health Councils in Scotland and  
 Health and Social Services Councils in Northern Ireland.  It was  

agreed at that meeting that new models for patient empowerment in all 
parts of the UK must meet the following principles: 
 
§ Independence 
§ People focussed 
§ National body to co-ordinate and set standards 
§ Integration 
§ Service wide 
§ Statutory rights 
§ Representative 
§ Transparency 

 
These criteria reflect the concerns about the National Plan which I 
raised with you in my previous letter. 

 



3] ACHCEW has continued to develop our views on the Plan.  Our 
concern is to ensure that the public get the best deal in the Health 
Service, and that any new models incorporate the principles outlined 
above.  We have, as a consequence, begun work on a successor 
structure to CHCs in their current form, that could deliver the proposals 
in the National Plan, and meet our current concerns.  A chart setting 
out this skeleton structure is attached for your information. 

 
4] I also attach an electronic copy of the article which appeared in The 

Guardian setting out our concerns. 
 
I hope that you find this information of assistance.  If you would like further  
Information, or would like to discuss the issues raised, please do not hesitate  
To get in touch. 
 
Yours sincerely  
 
 
 
 
 
DONNA COVEY 
Director 
 
Encs 



 
 
 
 
Margaret Hodge MP 
House of Commons 
LONDON 
SW1A 0AA 
 
19 September 2000 
 
To:  All Members of the All Party Parliamentary Group 
 
Dear Margaret 
 
NHS National Plan – Patient Empowerment 
 
I am writing to advise you of the latest developments with regard to the 
Government’s proposal to abolish Community Health Councils.  Patrick Hall 
MP will be contacting you again shortly regarding a date for a meeting of the 
group.  I understand that the Parliamentary Under Secretary of State for 
Health responsible for CHCs, Gisela Stuart, has agreed to meet with the 
group. 
 
In the meantime, you may find the following of interest and assistance. 
 
1] I have attached a model press release regarding the abolition of CHCs.   
 It would be helpful if those MPs concerned about the Government’s  
 proposals could issue this to local media.  If you or your office require  
 further assistance in raising this issue in the media, please contact our  
 Media Officer, Murray Benham on 020 7609 8138. 
 
2] A “four nations” meeting took place last week, involving representatives  
 of CHCs in England and Wales, Health Councils in Scotland and  
 Health and Social Services Councils in Northern Ireland.  It was  

agreed at that meeting that new models for patient empowerment in all 
parts of the UK must meet the following principles: 
 
§ Independence 
§ People focussed 
§ National body to co-ordinate and set standards 
§ Integration 
§ Service wide 
§ Statutory rights 
§ Representative 
§ Transparency 

 
These criteria reflect the concerns about the National Plan which I 
raised with you in my previous letter. 

 



3] ACHCEW has continued to develop our views on the Plan.  Our 
concern is to ensure that the public get the best deal in the Health 
Service, and that any new models incorporate the principles outlined 
above.  We have, as a consequence, begun work on a successor 
structure to CHCs in their current form, that could deliver the proposals 
in the National Plan, and meet our current concerns.  A chart setting 
out this skeleton structure is attached for your information. 

 
4] I also attach an electronic copy of the article which appeared in The 

Guardian setting out our concerns. 
 
I hope that you find this information of assistance.  If you would like further  
Information, or would like to discuss the issues raised, please do not hesitate  
To get in touch. 
 
Yours sincerely  
 
 
 
 
 
DONNA COVEY 
Director 
 
Encs 



 
 
 
 
Kelvin Hopkins MP 
House of Commons 
LONDON 
SW1A 0AA 
 
19 September 2000 
 
To:  All Members of the All Party Parliamentary Group 
 
Dear Kelvin 
 
NHS National Plan – Patient Empowerment 
 
I am writing to advise you of the latest developments with regard to the 
Government’s proposal to abolish Community Health Councils.  Patrick Hall 
MP will be contacting you again shortly regarding a date for a meeting of the 
group.  I understand that the Parliamentary Under Secretary of State for 
Health responsible for CHCs, Gisela Stuart, has agreed to meet with the 
group. 
 
In the meantime, you may find the following of interest and assistance. 
 
1] I have attached a model press release regarding the abolition of CHCs.   
 It would be helpful if those MPs concerned about the Government’s  
 proposals could issue this to local media.  If you or your office require  
 further assistance in raising this issue in the media, please contact our  
 Media Officer, Murray Benham on 020 7609 8138. 
 
2] A “four nations” meeting took place last week, involving representatives  
 of CHCs in England and Wales, Health Councils in Scotland and  
 Health and Social Services Councils in Northern Ireland.  It was  

agreed at that meeting that new models for patient empowerment in all 
parts of the UK must meet the following principles: 
 
§ Independence 
§ People focussed 
§ National body to co-ordinate and set standards 
§ Integration 
§ Service wide 
§ Statutory rights 
§ Representative 
§ Transparency 

 
These criteria reflect the concerns about the National Plan which I 
raised with you in my previous letter. 

 



3] ACHCEW has continued to develop our views on the Plan.  Our 
concern is to ensure that the public get the best deal in the Health 
Service, and that any new models incorporate the principles outlined 
above.  We have, as a consequence, begun work on a successor 
structure to CHCs in their current form, that could deliver the proposals 
in the National Plan, and meet our current concerns.  A chart setting 
out this skeleton structure is attached for your information. 

 
4] I also attach an electronic copy of the article which appeared in The 

Guardian setting out our concerns. 
 
I hope that you find this information of assistance.  If you would like further  
Information, or would like to discuss the issues raised, please do not hesitate  
To get in touch. 
 
Yours sincerely  
 
 
 
 
 
DONNA COVEY 
Director 
 
Encs 



 
 
 
 
John Horam MP 
House of Commons 
LONDON 
SW1A 0AA 
 
19 September 2000 
 
To:  All Members of the All Party Parliamentary Group 
 
Dear John 
 
NHS National Plan – Patient Empowerment 
 
I am writing to advise you of the latest developments with regard to the 
Government’s proposal to abolish Community Health Councils.  Patrick Hall 
MP will be contacting you again shortly regarding a date for a meeting of the 
group.  I understand that the Parliamentary Under Secretary of State for 
Health responsible for CHCs, Gisela Stuart, has agreed to meet with the 
group. 
 
In the meantime, you may find the following of interest and assistance. 
 
1] I have attached a model press release regarding the abolition of CHCs.   
 It would be helpful if those MPs concerned about the Government’s  
 proposals could issue this to local media.  If you or your office require  
 further assistance in raising this issue in the media, please contact our  
 Media Officer, Murray Benham on 020 7609 8138. 
 
2] A “four nations” meeting took place last week, involving representatives  
 of CHCs in England and Wales, Health Councils in Scotland and  
 Health and Social Services Councils in Northern Ireland.  It was  

agreed at that meeting that new models for patient empowerment in all 
parts of the UK must meet the following principles: 
 
§ Independence 
§ People focussed 
§ National body to co-ordinate and set standards 
§ Integration 
§ Service wide 
§ Statutory rights 
§ Representative 
§ Transparency 

 
These criteria reflect the concerns about the National Plan which I 
raised with you in my previous letter. 

 



3] ACHCEW has continued to develop our views on the Plan.  Our 
concern is to ensure that the public get the best deal in the Health 
Service, and that any new models incorporate the principles outlined 
above.  We have, as a consequence, begun work on a successor 
structure to CHCs in their current form, that could deliver the proposals 
in the National Plan, and meet our current concerns.  A chart setting 
out this skeleton structure is attached for your information. 

 
4] I also attach an electronic copy of the article which appeared in The 

Guardian setting out our concerns. 
 
I hope that you find this information of assistance.  If you would like further  
Information, or would like to discuss the issues raised, please do not hesitate  
To get in touch. 
 
Yours sincerely  
 
 
 
 
 
DONNA COVEY 
Director 
 
Encs 



 
 
 
 
George Howarth MP 
House of Commons 
LONDON 
SW1A 0AA 
 
19 September 2000 
 
To:  All Members of the All Party Parliamentary Group 
 
Dear George 
 
NHS National Plan – Patient Empowerment 
 
I am writing to advise you of the latest developments with regard to the 
Government’s proposal to abolish Community Health Councils.  Patrick Hall 
MP will be contacting you again shortly regarding a date for a meeting of the 
group.  I understand that the Parliamentary Under Secretary of State for 
Health responsible for CHCs, Gisela Stuart, has agreed to meet with the 
group. 
 
In the meantime, you may find the following of interest and assistance. 
 
1] I have attached a model press release regarding the abolition of CHCs.   
 It would be helpful if those MPs concerned about the Government’s  
 proposals could issue this to local media.  If you or your office require  
 further assistance in raising this issue in the media, please contact our  
 Media Officer, Murray Benham on 020 7609 8138. 
 
2] A “four nations” meeting took place last week, involving representatives  
 of CHCs in England and Wales, Health Councils in Scotland and  
 Health and Social Services Councils in Northern Ireland.  It was  

agreed at that meeting that new models for patient empowerment in all 
parts of the UK must meet the following principles: 
 
§ Independence 
§ People focussed 
§ National body to co-ordinate and set standards 
§ Integration 
§ Service wide 
§ Statutory rights 
§ Representative 
§ Transparency 

 
These criteria reflect the concerns about the National Plan which I 
raised with you in my previous letter. 

 



3] ACHCEW has continued to develop our views on the Plan.  Our 
concern is to ensure that the public get the best deal in the Health 
Service, and that any new models incorporate the principles outlined 
above.  We have, as a consequence, begun work on a successor 
structure to CHCs in their current form, that could deliver the proposals 
in the National Plan, and meet our current concerns.  A chart setting 
out this skeleton structure is attached for your information. 

 
4] I also attach an electronic copy of the article which appeared in The 

Guardian setting out our concerns. 
 
I hope that you find this information of assistance.  If you would like further  
Information, or would like to discuss the issues raised, please do not hesitate  
To get in touch. 
 
Yours sincerely  
 
 
 
 
 
DONNA COVEY 
Director 
 
Encs 



 
 
 
 
Kim Howells MP 
House of Commons 
LONDON 
SW1A 0AA 
 
19 September 2000 
 
To:  All Members of the All Party Parliamentary Group 
 
Dear Kim 
 
NHS National Plan – Patient Empowerment 
 
I am writing to advise you of the latest developments with regard to the 
Government’s proposal to abolish Community Health Councils.  Patrick Hall 
MP will be contacting you again shortly regarding a date for a meeting of the 
group.  I understand that the Parliamentary Under Secretary of State for 
Health responsible for CHCs, Gisela Stuart, has agreed to meet with the 
group. 
 
In the meantime, you may find the following of interest and assistance. 
 
1] I have attached a model press release regarding the abolition of CHCs.   
 It would be helpful if those MPs concerned about the Government’s  
 proposals could issue this to local media.  If you or your office require  
 further assistance in raising this issue in the media, please contact our  
 Media Officer, Murray Benham on 020 7609 8138. 
 
2] A “four nations” meeting took place last week, involving representatives  
 of CHCs in England and Wales, Health Councils in Scotland and  
 Health and Social Services Councils in Northern Ireland.  It was  

agreed at that meeting that new models for patient empowerment in all 
parts of the UK must meet the following principles: 
 
§ Independence 
§ People focussed 
§ National body to co-ordinate and set standards 
§ Integration 
§ Service wide 
§ Statutory rights 
§ Representative 
§ Transparency 

 
These criteria reflect the concerns about the National Plan which I 
raised with you in my previous letter. 

 



3] ACHCEW has continued to develop our views on the Plan.  Our 
concern is to ensure that the public get the best deal in the Health 
Service, and that any new models incorporate the principles outlined 
above.  We have, as a consequence, begun work on a successor 
structure to CHCs in their current form, that could deliver the proposals 
in the National Plan, and meet our current concerns.  A chart setting 
out this skeleton structure is attached for your information. 

 
4] I also attach an electronic copy of the article which appeared in The 

Guardian setting out our concerns. 
 
I hope that you find this information of assistance.  If you would like further  
Information, or would like to discuss the issues raised, please do not hesitate  
To get in touch. 
 
Yours sincerely  
 
 
 
 
 
DONNA COVEY 
Director 
 
Encs 



 
 
 
 
Lindsay Hoyle MP 
House of Commons 
LONDON 
SW1A 0AA 
 
19 September 2000 
 
To:  All Members of the All Party Parliamentary Group 
 
Dear Lindsay 
 
NHS National Plan – Patient Empowerment 
 
I am writing to advise you of the latest developments with regard to the 
Government’s proposal to abolish Community Health Councils.  Patrick Hall 
MP will be contacting you again shortly regarding a date for a meeting of the 
group.  I understand that the Parliamentary Under Secretary of State for 
Health responsible for CHCs, Gisela Stuart, has agreed to meet with the 
group. 
 
In the meantime, you may find the following of interest and assistance. 
 
1] I have attached a model press release regarding the abolition of CHCs.   
 It would be helpful if those MPs concerned about the Government’s  
 proposals could issue this to local media.  If you or your office require  
 further assistance in raising this issue in the media, please contact our  
 Media Officer, Murray Benham on 020 7609 8138. 
 
2] A “four nations” meeting took place last week, involving representatives  
 of CHCs in England and Wales, Health Councils in Scotland and  
 Health and Social Services Councils in Northern Ireland.  It was  

agreed at that meeting that new models for patient empowerment in all 
parts of the UK must meet the following principles: 
 
§ Independence 
§ People focussed 
§ National body to co-ordinate and set standards 
§ Integration 
§ Service wide 
§ Statutory rights 
§ Representative 
§ Transparency 

 
These criteria reflect the concerns about the National Plan which I 
raised with you in my previous letter. 

 



3] ACHCEW has continued to develop our views on the Plan.  Our 
concern is to ensure that the public get the best deal in the Health 
Service, and that any new models incorporate the principles outlined 
above.  We have, as a consequence, begun work on a successor 
structure to CHCs in their current form, that could deliver the proposals 
in the National Plan, and meet our current concerns.  A chart setting 
out this skeleton structure is attached for your information. 

 
4] I also attach an electronic copy of the article which appeared in The 

Guardian setting out our concerns. 
 
I hope that you find this information of assistance.  If you would like further  
Information, or would like to discuss the issues raised, please do not hesitate  
To get in touch. 
 
Yours sincerely  
 
 
 
 
 
DONNA COVEY 
Director 
 
Encs 



 
 
 
 
Beverley Hughes MP 
House of Commons 
LONDON 
SW1A 0AA 
 
19 September 2000 
 
To:  All Members of the All Party Parliamentary Group 
 
Dear Beverley 
 
NHS National Plan – Patient Empowerment 
 
I am writing to advise you of the latest developments with regard to the 
Government’s proposal to abolish Community Health Councils.  Patrick Hall 
MP will be contacting you again shortly regarding a date for a meeting of the 
group.  I understand that the Parliamentary Under Secretary of State for 
Health responsible for CHCs, Gisela Stuart, has agreed to meet with the 
group. 
 
In the meantime, you may find the following of interest and assistance. 
 
1] I have attached a model press release regarding the abolition of CHCs.   
 It would be helpful if those MPs concerned about the Government’s  
 proposals could issue this to local media.  If you or your office require  
 further assistance in raising this issue in the media, please contact our  
 Media Officer, Murray Benham on 020 7609 8138. 
 
2] A “four nations” meeting took place last week, involving representatives  
 of CHCs in England and Wales, Health Councils in Scotland and  
 Health and Social Services Councils in Northern Ireland.  It was  

agreed at that meeting that new models for patient empowerment in all 
parts of the UK must meet the following principles: 
 
§ Independence 
§ People focussed 
§ National body to co-ordinate and set standards 
§ Integration 
§ Service wide 
§ Statutory rights 
§ Representative 
§ Transparency 

 
These criteria reflect the concerns about the National Plan which I 
raised with you in my previous letter. 

 



3] ACHCEW has continued to develop our views on the Plan.  Our 
concern is to ensure that the public get the best deal in the Health 
Service, and that any new models incorporate the principles outlined 
above.  We have, as a consequence, begun work on a successor 
structure to CHCs in their current form, that could deliver the proposals 
in the National Plan, and meet our current concerns.  A chart setting 
out this skeleton structure is attached for your information. 

 
4] I also attach an electronic copy of the article which appeared in The 

Guardian setting out our concerns. 
 
I hope that you find this information of assistance.  If you would like further  
Information, or would like to discuss the issues raised, please do not hesitate  
To get in touch. 
 
Yours sincerely  
 
 
 
 
 
DONNA COVEY 
Director 
 
Encs 



 
 
 
 
Simon Hughes MP 
House of Commons 
LONDON 
SW1A 0AA 
 
19 September 2000 
 
To:  All Members of the All Party Parliamentary Group 
 
Dear Simon 
 
NHS National Plan – Patient Empowerment 
 
I am writing to advise you of the latest developments with regard to the 
Government’s proposal to abolish Community Health Councils.  Patrick Hall 
MP will be contacting you again shortly regarding a date for a meeting of the 
group.  I understand that the Parliamentary Under Secretary of State for 
Health responsible for CHCs, Gisela Stuart, has agreed to meet with the 
group. 
 
In the meantime, you may find the following of interest and assistance. 
 
1] I have attached a model press release regarding the abolition of CHCs.   
 It would be helpful if those MPs concerned about the Government’s  
 proposals could issue this to local media.  If you or your office require  
 further assistance in raising this issue in the media, please contact our  
 Media Officer, Murray Benham on 020 7609 8138. 
 
2] A “four nations” meeting took place last week, involving representatives  
 of CHCs in England and Wales, Health Councils in Scotland and  
 Health and Social Services Councils in Northern Ireland.  It was  

agreed at that meeting that new models for patient empowerment in all 
parts of the UK must meet the following principles: 
 
§ Independence 
§ People focussed 
§ National body to co-ordinate and set standards 
§ Integration 
§ Service wide 
§ Statutory rights 
§ Representative 
§ Transparency 

 
These criteria reflect the concerns about the National Plan which I 
raised with you in my previous letter. 

 



3] ACHCEW has continued to develop our views on the Plan.  Our 
concern is to ensure that the public get the best deal in the Health 
Service, and that any new models incorporate the principles outlined 
above.  We have, as a consequence, begun work on a successor 
structure to CHCs in their current form, that could deliver the proposals 
in the National Plan, and meet our current concerns.  A chart setting 
out this skeleton structure is attached for your information. 

 
4] I also attach an electronic copy of the article which appeared in The 

Guardian setting out our concerns. 
 
I hope that you find this information of assistance.  If you would like further  
Information, or would like to discuss the issues raised, please do not hesitate  
To get in touch. 
 
Yours sincerely  
 
 
 
 
 
DONNA COVEY 
Director 
 
Encs 



 
 
 
 
Joan Humble MP 
House of Commons 
LONDON 
SW1A 0AA 
 
19 September 2000 
 
To:  All Members of the All Party Parliamentary Group 
 
Dear Joan 
 
NHS National Plan – Patient Empowerment 
 
I am writing to advise you of the latest developments with regard to the 
Government’s proposal to abolish Community Health Councils.  Patrick Hall 
MP will be contacting you again shortly regarding a date for a meeting of the 
group.  I understand that the Parliamentary Under Secretary of State for 
Health responsible for CHCs, Gisela Stuart, has agreed to meet with the 
group. 
 
In the meantime, you may find the following of interest and assistance. 
 
1] I have attached a model press release regarding the abolition of CHCs.   
 It would be helpful if those MPs concerned about the Government’s  
 proposals could issue this to local media.  If you or your office require  
 further assistance in raising this issue in the media, please contact our  
 Media Officer, Murray Benham on 020 7609 8138. 
 
2] A “four nations” meeting took place last week, involving representatives  
 of CHCs in England and Wales, Health Councils in Scotland and  
 Health and Social Services Councils in Northern Ireland.  It was  

agreed at that meeting that new models for patient empowerment in all 
parts of the UK must meet the following principles: 
 
§ Independence 
§ People focussed 
§ National body to co-ordinate and set standards 
§ Integration 
§ Service wide 
§ Statutory rights 
§ Representative 
§ Transparency 

 
These criteria reflect the concerns about the National Plan which I 
raised with you in my previous letter. 

 



3] ACHCEW has continued to develop our views on the Plan.  Our 
concern is to ensure that the public get the best deal in the Health 
Service, and that any new models incorporate the principles outlined 
above.  We have, as a consequence, begun work on a successor 
structure to CHCs in their current form, that could deliver the proposals 
in the National Plan, and meet our current concerns.  A chart setting 
out this skeleton structure is attached for your information. 

 
4] I also attach an electronic copy of the article which appeared in The 

Guardian setting out our concerns. 
 
I hope that you find this information of assistance.  If you would like further  
Information, or would like to discuss the issues raised, please do not hesitate  
To get in touch. 
 
Yours sincerely  
 
 
 
 
 
DONNA COVEY 
Director 
 
Encs 



 
 
 
 
John Hume MP 
House of Commons 
LONDON 
SW1A 0AA 
 
19 September 2000 
 
To:  All Members of the All Party Parliamentary Group 
 
Dear John 
 
NHS National Plan – Patient Empowerment 
 
I am writing to advise you of the latest developments with regard to the 
Government’s proposal to abolish Community Health Councils.  Patrick Hall 
MP will be contacting you again shortly regarding a date for a meeting of the 
group.  I understand that the Parliamentary Under Secretary of State for 
Health responsible for CHCs, Gisela Stuart, has agreed to meet with the 
group. 
 
In the meantime, you may find the following of interest and assistance. 
 
1] I have attached a model press release regarding the abolition of CHCs.   
 It would be helpful if those MPs concerned about the Government’s  
 proposals could issue this to local media.  If you or your office require  
 further assistance in raising this issue in the media, please contact our  
 Media Officer, Murray Benham on 020 7609 8138. 
 
2] A “four nations” meeting took place last week, involving representatives  
 of CHCs in England and Wales, Health Councils in Scotland and  
 Health and Social Services Councils in Northern Ireland.  It was  

agreed at that meeting that new models for patient empowerment in all 
parts of the UK must meet the following principles: 
 
§ Independence 
§ People focussed 
§ National body to co-ordinate and set standards 
§ Integration 
§ Service wide 
§ Statutory rights 
§ Representative 
§ Transparency 

 
These criteria reflect the concerns about the National Plan which I 
raised with you in my previous letter. 

 



3] ACHCEW has continued to develop our views on the Plan.  Our 
concern is to ensure that the public get the best deal in the Health 
Service, and that any new models incorporate the principles outlined 
above.  We have, as a consequence, begun work on a successor 
structure to CHCs in their current form, that could deliver the proposals 
in the National Plan, and meet our current concerns.  A chart setting 
out this skeleton structure is attached for your information. 

 
4] I also attach an electronic copy of the article which appeared in The 

Guardian setting out our concerns. 
 
I hope that you find this information of assistance.  If you would like further  
Information, or would like to discuss the issues raised, please do not hesitate  
To get in touch. 
 
Yours sincerely  
 
 
 
 
 
DONNA COVEY 
Director 
 
Encs 



 
 
 
 
Andrew Hunter MP 
House of Commons 
LONDON 
SW1A 0AA 
 
19 September 2000 
 
To:  All Members of the All Party Parliamentary Group 
 
Dear Andrew 
 
NHS National Plan – Patient Empowerment 
 
I am writing to advise you of the latest developments with regard to the 
Government’s proposal to abolish Community Health Councils.  Patrick Hall 
MP will be contacting you again shortly regarding a date for a meeting of the 
group.  I understand that the Parliamentary Under Secretary of State for 
Health responsible for CHCs, Gisela Stuart, has agreed to meet with the 
group. 
 
In the meantime, you may find the following of interest and assistance. 
 
1] I have attached a model press release regarding the abolition of CHCs.   
 It would be helpful if those MPs concerned about the Government’s  
 proposals could issue this to local media.  If you or your office require  
 further assistance in raising this issue in the media, please contact our  
 Media Officer, Murray Benham on 020 7609 8138. 
 
2] A “four nations” meeting took place last week, involving representatives  
 of CHCs in England and Wales, Health Councils in Scotland and  
 Health and Social Services Councils in Northern Ireland.  It was  

agreed at that meeting that new models for patient empowerment in all 
parts of the UK must meet the following principles: 
 
§ Independence 
§ People focussed 
§ National body to co-ordinate and set standards 
§ Integration 
§ Service wide 
§ Statutory rights 
§ Representative 
§ Transparency 

 
These criteria reflect the concerns about the National Plan which I 
raised with you in my previous letter. 

 



3] ACHCEW has continued to develop our views on the Plan.  Our 
concern is to ensure that the public get the best deal in the Health 
Service, and that any new models incorporate the principles outlined 
above.  We have, as a consequence, begun work on a successor 
structure to CHCs in their current form, that could deliver the proposals 
in the National Plan, and meet our current concerns.  A chart setting 
out this skeleton structure is attached for your information. 

 
4] I also attach an electronic copy of the article which appeared in The 

Guardian setting out our concerns. 
 
I hope that you find this information of assistance.  If you would like further  
Information, or would like to discuss the issues raised, please do not hesitate  
To get in touch. 
 
Yours sincerely  
 
 
 
 
 
DONNA COVEY 
Director 
 
Encs 



 
 
 
 
Alan Hurst MP 
House of Commons 
LONDON 
SW1A 0AA 
 
19 September 2000 
 
To:  All Members of the All Party Parliamentary Group 
 
Dear Alan 
 
NHS National Plan – Patient Empowerment 
 
I am writing to advise you of the latest developments with regard to the 
Government’s proposal to abolish Community Health Councils.  Patrick Hall 
MP will be contacting you again shortly regarding a date for a meeting of the 
group.  I understand that the Parliamentary Under Secretary of State for 
Health responsible for CHCs, Gisela Stuart, has agreed to meet with the 
group. 
 
In the meantime, you may find the following of interest and assistance. 
 
1] I have attached a model press release regarding the abolition of CHCs.   
 It would be helpful if those MPs concerned about the Government’s  
 proposals could issue this to local media.  If you or your office require  
 further assistance in raising this issue in the media, please contact our  
 Media Officer, Murray Benham on 020 7609 8138. 
 
2] A “four nations” meeting took place last week, involving representatives  
 of CHCs in England and Wales, Health Councils in Scotland and  
 Health and Social Services Councils in Northern Ireland.  It was  

agreed at that meeting that new models for patient empowerment in all 
parts of the UK must meet the following principles: 
 
§ Independence 
§ People focussed 
§ National body to co-ordinate and set standards 
§ Integration 
§ Service wide 
§ Statutory rights 
§ Representative 
§ Transparency 

 
These criteria reflect the concerns about the National Plan which I 
raised with you in my previous letter. 

 



3] ACHCEW has continued to develop our views on the Plan.  Our 
concern is to ensure that the public get the best deal in the Health 
Service, and that any new models incorporate the principles outlined 
above.  We have, as a consequence, begun work on a successor 
structure to CHCs in their current form, that could deliver the proposals 
in the National Plan, and meet our current concerns.  A chart setting 
out this skeleton structure is attached for your information. 

 
4] I also attach an electronic copy of the article which appeared in The 

Guardian setting out our concerns. 
 
I hope that you find this information of assistance.  If you would like further  
Information, or would like to discuss the issues raised, please do not hesitate  
To get in touch. 
 
Yours sincerely  
 
 
 
 
 
DONNA COVEY 
Director 
 
Encs 



 
 
 
 
Brian Iddon MP 
House of Commons 
LONDON 
SW1A 0AA 
 
19 September 2000 
 
To:  All Members of the All Party Parliamentary Group 
 
Dear Brian 
 
NHS National Plan – Patient Empowerment 
 
I am writing to advise you of the latest developments with regard to the 
Government’s proposal to abolish Community Health Councils.  Patrick Hall 
MP will be contacting you again shortly regarding a date for a meeting of the 
group.  I understand that the Parliamentary Under Secretary of State for 
Health responsible for CHCs, Gisela Stuart, has agreed to meet with the 
group. 
 
In the meantime, you may find the following of interest and assistance. 
 
1] I have attached a model press release regarding the abolition of CHCs.   
 It would be helpful if those MPs concerned about the Government’s  
 proposals could issue this to local media.  If you or your office require  
 further assistance in raising this issue in the media, please contact our  
 Media Officer, Murray Benham on 020 7609 8138. 
 
2] A “four nations” meeting took place last week, involving representatives  
 of CHCs in England and Wales, Health Councils in Scotland and  
 Health and Social Services Councils in Northern Ireland.  It was  

agreed at that meeting that new models for patient empowerment in all 
parts of the UK must meet the following principles: 
 
§ Independence 
§ People focussed 
§ National body to co-ordinate and set standards 
§ Integration 
§ Service wide 
§ Statutory rights 
§ Representative 
§ Transparency 

 
These criteria reflect the concerns about the National Plan which I 
raised with you in my previous letter. 

 



3] ACHCEW has continued to develop our views on the Plan.  Our 
concern is to ensure that the public get the best deal in the Health 
Service, and that any new models incorporate the principles outlined 
above.  We have, as a consequence, begun work on a successor 
structure to CHCs in their current form, that could deliver the proposals 
in the National Plan, and meet our current concerns.  A chart setting 
out this skeleton structure is attached for your information. 

 
4] I also attach an electronic copy of the article which appeared in The 

Guardian setting out our concerns. 
 
I hope that you find this information of assistance.  If you would like further  
Information, or would like to discuss the issues raised, please do not hesitate  
To get in touch. 
 
Yours sincerely  
 
 
 
 
 
DONNA COVEY 
Director 
 
Encs 



 
 
 
 
Eric Ilsley MP 
House of Commons 
LONDON 
SW1A 0AA 
 
19 September 2000 
 
To:  All Members of the All Party Parliamentary Group 
 
Dear Eric 
 
NHS National Plan – Patient Empowerment 
 
I am writing to advise you of the latest developments with regard to the 
Government’s proposal to abolish Community Health Councils.  Patrick Hall 
MP will be contacting you again shortly regarding a date for a meeting of the 
group.  I understand that the Parliamentary Under Secretary of State for 
Health responsible for CHCs, Gisela Stuart, has agreed to meet with the 
group. 
 
In the meantime, you may find the following of interest and assistance. 
 
1] I have attached a model press release regarding the abolition of CHCs.   
 It would be helpful if those MPs concerned about the Government’s  
 proposals could issue this to local media.  If you or your office require  
 further assistance in raising this issue in the media, please contact our  
 Media Officer, Murray Benham on 020 7609 8138. 
 
2] A “four nations” meeting took place last week, involving representatives  
 of CHCs in England and Wales, Health Councils in Scotland and  
 Health and Social Services Councils in Northern Ireland.  It was  

agreed at that meeting that new models for patient empowerment in all 
parts of the UK must meet the following principles: 
 
§ Independence 
§ People focussed 
§ National body to co-ordinate and set standards 
§ Integration 
§ Service wide 
§ Statutory rights 
§ Representative 
§ Transparency 

 
These criteria reflect the concerns about the National Plan which I 
raised with you in my previous letter. 

 



3] ACHCEW has continued to develop our views on the Plan.  Our 
concern is to ensure that the public get the best deal in the Health 
Service, and that any new models incorporate the principles outlined 
above.  We have, as a consequence, begun work on a successor 
structure to CHCs in their current form, that could deliver the proposals 
in the National Plan, and meet our current concerns.  A chart setting 
out this skeleton structure is attached for your information. 

 
4] I also attach an electronic copy of the article which appeared in The 

Guardian setting out our concerns. 
 
I hope that you find this information of assistance.  If you would like further  
Information, or would like to discuss the issues raised, please do not hesitate  
To get in touch. 
 
Yours sincerely  
 
 
 
 
 
DONNA COVEY 
Director 
 
Encs 



 
 
 
 
Robert Jackson MP 
House of Commons 
LONDON 
SW1A 0AA 
 
19 September 2000 
 
To:  All Members of the All Party Parliamentary Group 
 
Dear Robert 
 
NHS National Plan – Patient Empowerment 
 
I am writing to advise you of the latest developments with regard to the 
Government’s proposal to abolish Community Health Councils.  Patrick Hall 
MP will be contacting you again shortly regarding a date for a meeting of the 
group.  I understand that the Parliamentary Under Secretary of State for 
Health responsible for CHCs, Gisela Stuart, has agreed to meet with the 
group. 
 
In the meantime, you may find the following of interest and assistance. 
 
1] I have attached a model press release regarding the abolition of CHCs.   
 It would be helpful if those MPs concerned about the Government’s  
 proposals could issue this to local media.  If you or your office require  
 further assistance in raising this issue in the media, please contact our  
 Media Officer, Murray Benham on 020 7609 8138. 
 
2] A “four nations” meeting took place last week, involving representatives  
 of CHCs in England and Wales, Health Councils in Scotland and  
 Health and Social Services Councils in Northern Ireland.  It was  

agreed at that meeting that new models for patient empowerment in all 
parts of the UK must meet the following principles: 
 
§ Independence 
§ People focussed 
§ National body to co-ordinate and set standards 
§ Integration 
§ Service wide 
§ Statutory rights 
§ Representative 
§ Transparency 

 
These criteria reflect the concerns about the National Plan which I 
raised with you in my previous letter. 

 



3] ACHCEW has continued to develop our views on the Plan.  Our 
concern is to ensure that the public get the best deal in the Health 
Service, and that any new models incorporate the principles outlined 
above.  We have, as a consequence, begun work on a successor 
structure to CHCs in their current form, that could deliver the proposals 
in the National Plan, and meet our current concerns.  A chart setting 
out this skeleton structure is attached for your information. 

 
4] I also attach an electronic copy of the article which appeared in The 

Guardian setting out our concerns. 
 
I hope that you find this information of assistance.  If you would like further  
Information, or would like to discuss the issues raised, please do not hesitate  
To get in touch. 
 
Yours sincerely  
 
 
 
 
 
DONNA COVEY 
Director 
 
Encs 



 
 
 
 
Bernard Jenkin MP 
House of Commons 
LONDON 
SW1A 0AA 
 
19 September 2000 
 
To:  All Members of the All Party Parliamentary Group 
 
Dear Bernard 
 
NHS National Plan – Patient Empowerment 
 
I am writing to advise you of the latest developments with regard to the 
Government’s proposal to abolish Community Health Councils.  Patrick Hall 
MP will be contacting you again shortly regarding a date for a meeting of the 
group.  I understand that the Parliamentary Under Secretary of State for 
Health responsible for CHCs, Gisela Stuart, has agreed to meet with the 
group. 
 
In the meantime, you may find the following of interest and assistance. 
 
1] I have attached a model press release regarding the abolition of CHCs.   
 It would be helpful if those MPs concerned about the Government’s  
 proposals could issue this to local media.  If you or your office require  
 further assistance in raising this issue in the media, please contact our  
 Media Officer, Murray Benham on 020 7609 8138. 
 
2] A “four nations” meeting took place last week, involving representatives  
 of CHCs in England and Wales, Health Councils in Scotland and  
 Health and Social Services Councils in Northern Ireland.  It was  

agreed at that meeting that new models for patient empowerment in all 
parts of the UK must meet the following principles: 
 
§ Independence 
§ People focussed 
§ National body to co-ordinate and set standards 
§ Integration 
§ Service wide 
§ Statutory rights 
§ Representative 
§ Transparency 

 
These criteria reflect the concerns about the National Plan which I 
raised with you in my previous letter. 

 



3] ACHCEW has continued to develop our views on the Plan.  Our 
concern is to ensure that the public get the best deal in the Health 
Service, and that any new models incorporate the principles outlined 
above.  We have, as a consequence, begun work on a successor 
structure to CHCs in their current form, that could deliver the proposals 
in the National Plan, and meet our current concerns.  A chart setting 
out this skeleton structure is attached for your information. 

 
4] I also attach an electronic copy of the article which appeared in The 

Guardian setting out our concerns. 
 
I hope that you find this information of assistance.  If you would like further  
Information, or would like to discuss the issues raised, please do not hesitate  
To get in touch. 
 
Yours sincerely  
 
 
 
 
 
DONNA COVEY 
Director 
 
Encs 



 
 
 
 
Alan Johnson MP 
House of Commons 
LONDON 
SW1A 0AA 
 
19 September 2000 
 
To:  All Members of the All Party Parliamentary Group 
 
Dear Alan 
 
NHS National Plan – Patient Empowerment 
 
I am writing to advise you of the latest developments with regard to the 
Government’s proposal to abolish Community Health Councils.  Patrick Hall 
MP will be contacting you again shortly regarding a date for a meeting of the 
group.  I understand that the Parliamentary Under Secretary of State for 
Health responsible for CHCs, Gisela Stuart, has agreed to meet with the 
group. 
 
In the meantime, you may find the following of interest and assistance. 
 
1] I have attached a model press release regarding the abolition of CHCs.   
 It would be helpful if those MPs concerned about the Government’s  
 proposals could issue this to local media.  If you or your office require  
 further assistance in raising this issue in the media, please contact our  
 Media Officer, Murray Benham on 020 7609 8138. 
 
2] A “four nations” meeting took place last week, involving representatives  
 of CHCs in England and Wales, Health Councils in Scotland and  
 Health and Social Services Councils in Northern Ireland.  It was  

agreed at that meeting that new models for patient empowerment in all 
parts of the UK must meet the following principles: 
 
§ Independence 
§ People focussed 
§ National body to co-ordinate and set standards 
§ Integration 
§ Service wide 
§ Statutory rights 
§ Representative 
§ Transparency 

 
These criteria reflect the concerns about the National Plan which I 
raised with you in my previous letter. 

 



3] ACHCEW has continued to develop our views on the Plan.  Our 
concern is to ensure that the public get the best deal in the Health 
Service, and that any new models incorporate the principles outlined 
above.  We have, as a consequence, begun work on a successor 
structure to CHCs in their current form, that could deliver the proposals 
in the National Plan, and meet our current concerns.  A chart setting 
out this skeleton structure is attached for your information. 

 
4] I also attach an electronic copy of the article which appeared in The 

Guardian setting out our concerns. 
 
I hope that you find this information of assistance.  If you would like further  
Information, or would like to discuss the issues raised, please do not hesitate  
To get in touch. 
 
Yours sincerely  
 
 
 
 
 
DONNA COVEY 
Director 
 
Encs 



 
 
 
 
Barry Jones MP 
House of Commons 
LONDON 
SW1A 0AA 
 
19 September 2000 
 
To:  All Members of the All Party Parliamentary Group 
 
Dear Barry 
 
NHS National Plan – Patient Empowerment 
 
I am writing to advise you of the latest developments with regard to the 
Government’s proposal to abolish Community Health Councils.  Patrick Hall 
MP will be contacting you again shortly regarding a date for a meeting of the 
group.  I understand that the Parliamentary Under Secretary of State for 
Health responsible for CHCs, Gisela Stuart, has agreed to meet with the 
group. 
 
In the meantime, you may find the following of interest and assistance. 
 
1] I have attached a model press release regarding the abolition of CHCs.   
 It would be helpful if those MPs concerned about the Government’s  
 proposals could issue this to local media.  If you or your office require  
 further assistance in raising this issue in the media, please contact our  
 Media Officer, Murray Benham on 020 7609 8138. 
 
2] A “four nations” meeting took place last week, involving representatives  
 of CHCs in England and Wales, Health Councils in Scotland and  
 Health and Social Services Councils in Northern Ireland.  It was  

agreed at that meeting that new models for patient empowerment in all 
parts of the UK must meet the following principles: 
 
§ Independence 
§ People focussed 
§ National body to co-ordinate and set standards 
§ Integration 
§ Service wide 
§ Statutory rights 
§ Representative 
§ Transparency 

 
These criteria reflect the concerns about the National Plan which I 
raised with you in my previous letter. 

 



3] ACHCEW has continued to develop our views on the Plan.  Our 
concern is to ensure that the public get the best deal in the Health 
Service, and that any new models incorporate the principles outlined 
above.  We have, as a consequence, begun work on a successor 
structure to CHCs in their current form, that could deliver the proposals 
in the National Plan, and meet our current concerns.  A chart setting 
out this skeleton structure is attached for your information. 

 
4] I also attach an electronic copy of the article which appeared in The 

Guardian setting out our concerns. 
 
I hope that you find this information of assistance.  If you would like further  
Information, or would like to discuss the issues raised, please do not hesitate  
To get in touch. 
 
Yours sincerely  
 
 
 
 
 
DONNA COVEY 
Director 
 
Encs 



 
 
 
 
Fiona Jones MP 
House of Commons 
LONDON 
SW1A 0AA 
 
19 September 2000 
 
To:  All Members of the All Party Parliamentary Group 
 
Dear Fiona 
 
NHS National Plan – Patient Empowerment 
 
I am writing to advise you of the latest developments with regard to the 
Government’s proposal to abolish Community Health Councils.  Patrick Hall 
MP will be contacting you again shortly regarding a date for a meeting of the 
group.  I understand that the Parliamentary Under Secretary of State for 
Health responsible for CHCs, Gisela Stuart, has agreed to meet with the 
group. 
 
In the meantime, you may find the following of interest and assistance. 
 
1] I have attached a model press release regarding the abolition of CHCs.   
 It would be helpful if those MPs concerned about the Government’s  
 proposals could issue this to local media.  If you or your office require  
 further assistance in raising this issue in the media, please contact our  
 Media Officer, Murray Benham on 020 7609 8138. 
 
2] A “four nations” meeting took place last week, involving representatives  
 of CHCs in England and Wales, Health Councils in Scotland and  
 Health and Social Services Councils in Northern Ireland.  It was  

agreed at that meeting that new models for patient empowerment in all 
parts of the UK must meet the following principles: 
 
§ Independence 
§ People focussed 
§ National body to co-ordinate and set standards 
§ Integration 
§ Service wide 
§ Statutory rights 
§ Representative 
§ Transparency 

 
These criteria reflect the concerns about the National Plan which I 
raised with you in my previous letter. 

 



3] ACHCEW has continued to develop our views on the Plan.  Our 
concern is to ensure that the public get the best deal in the Health 
Service, and that any new models incorporate the principles outlined 
above.  We have, as a consequence, begun work on a successor 
structure to CHCs in their current form, that could deliver the proposals 
in the National Plan, and meet our current concerns.  A chart setting 
out this skeleton structure is attached for your information. 

 
4] I also attach an electronic copy of the article which appeared in The 

Guardian setting out our concerns. 
 
I hope that you find this information of assistance.  If you would like further  
Information, or would like to discuss the issues raised, please do not hesitate  
To get in touch. 
 
Yours sincerely  
 
 
 
 
 
DONNA COVEY 
Director 
 
Encs 



 
 
 
 
Ieuan Wyn Jones MP 
House of Commons 
LONDON 
SW1A 0AA 
 
19 September 2000 
 
To:  All Members of the All Party Parliamentary Group 
 
Dear Ieuan Wyn 
 
NHS National Plan – Patient Empowerment 
 
I am writing to advise you of the latest developments with regard to the 
Government’s proposal to abolish Community Health Councils.  Patrick Hall 
MP will be contacting you again shortly regarding a date for a meeting of the 
group.  I understand that the Parliamentary Under Secretary of State for 
Health responsible for CHCs, Gisela Stuart, has agreed to meet with the 
group. 
 
In the meantime, you may find the following of interest and assistance. 
 
1] I have attached a model press release regarding the abolition of CHCs.   
 It would be helpful if those MPs concerned about the Government’s  
 proposals could issue this to local media.  If you or your office require  
 further assistance in raising this issue in the media, please contact our  
 Media Officer, Murray Benham on 020 7609 8138. 
 
2] A “four nations” meeting took place last week, involving representatives  
 of CHCs in England and Wales, Health Councils in Scotland and  
 Health and Social Services Councils in Northern Ireland.  It was  

agreed at that meeting that new models for patient empowerment in all 
parts of the UK must meet the following principles: 
 
§ Independence 
§ People focussed 
§ National body to co-ordinate and set standards 
§ Integration 
§ Service wide 
§ Statutory rights 
§ Representative 
§ Transparency 

 
These criteria reflect the concerns about the National Plan which I 
raised with you in my previous letter. 

 



3] ACHCEW has continued to develop our views on the Plan.  Our 
concern is to ensure that the public get the best deal in the Health 
Service, and that any new models incorporate the principles outlined 
above.  We have, as a consequence, begun work on a successor 
structure to CHCs in their current form, that could deliver the proposals 
in the National Plan, and meet our current concerns.  A chart setting 
out this skeleton structure is attached for your information. 

 
4] I also attach an electronic copy of the article which appeared in The 

Guardian setting out our concerns. 
 
I hope that you find this information of assistance.  If you would like further  
Information, or would like to discuss the issues raised, please do not hesitate  
To get in touch. 
 
Yours sincerely  
 
 
 
 
 
DONNA COVEY 
Director 
 
Encs 



 
 
 
 
Jenny Jones MP 
House of Commons 
LONDON 
SW1A 0AA 
 
19 September 2000 
 
To:  All Members of the All Party Parliamentary Group 
 
Dear Jenny 
 
NHS National Plan – Patient Empowerment 
 
I am writing to advise you of the latest developments with regard to the 
Government’s proposal to abolish Community Health Councils.  Patrick Hall 
MP will be contacting you again shortly regarding a date for a meeting of the 
group.  I understand that the Parliamentary Under Secretary of State for 
Health responsible for CHCs, Gisela Stuart, has agreed to meet with the 
group. 
 
In the meantime, you may find the following of interest and assistance. 
 
1] I have attached a model press release regarding the abolition of CHCs.   
 It would be helpful if those MPs concerned about the Government’s  
 proposals could issue this to local media.  If you or your office require  
 further assistance in raising this issue in the media, please contact our  
 Media Officer, Murray Benham on 020 7609 8138. 
 
2] A “four nations” meeting took place last week, involving representatives  
 of CHCs in England and Wales, Health Councils in Scotland and  
 Health and Social Services Councils in Northern Ireland.  It was  

agreed at that meeting that new models for patient empowerment in all 
parts of the UK must meet the following principles: 
 
§ Independence 
§ People focussed 
§ National body to co-ordinate and set standards 
§ Integration 
§ Service wide 
§ Statutory rights 
§ Representative 
§ Transparency 

 
These criteria reflect the concerns about the National Plan which I 
raised with you in my previous letter. 

 



3] ACHCEW has continued to develop our views on the Plan.  Our 
concern is to ensure that the public get the best deal in the Health 
Service, and that any new models incorporate the principles outlined 
above.  We have, as a consequence, begun work on a successor 
structure to CHCs in their current form, that could deliver the proposals 
in the National Plan, and meet our current concerns.  A chart setting 
out this skeleton structure is attached for your information. 

 
4] I also attach an electronic copy of the article which appeared in The 

Guardian setting out our concerns. 
 
I hope that you find this information of assistance.  If you would like further  
Information, or would like to discuss the issues raised, please do not hesitate  
To get in touch. 
 
Yours sincerely  
 
 
 
 
 
DONNA COVEY 
Director 
 
Encs 



 
 
 
 
Nigel Jones MP 
House of Commons 
LONDON 
SW1A 0AA 
 
19 September 2000 
 
To:  All Members of the All Party Parliamentary Group 
 
Dear Nigel 
 
NHS National Plan – Patient Empowerment 
 
I am writing to advise you of the latest developments with regard to the 
Government’s proposal to abolish Community Health Councils.  Patrick Hall 
MP will be contacting you again shortly regarding a date for a meeting of the 
group.  I understand that the Parliamentary Under Secretary of State for 
Health responsible for CHCs, Gisela Stuart, has agreed to meet with the 
group. 
 
In the meantime, you may find the following of interest and assistance. 
 
1] I have attached a model press release regarding the abolition of CHCs.   
 It would be helpful if those MPs concerned about the Government’s  
 proposals could issue this to local media.  If you or your office require  
 further assistance in raising this issue in the media, please contact our  
 Media Officer, Murray Benham on 020 7609 8138. 
 
2] A “four nations” meeting took place last week, involving representatives  
 of CHCs in England and Wales, Health Councils in Scotland and  
 Health and Social Services Councils in Northern Ireland.  It was  

agreed at that meeting that new models for patient empowerment in all 
parts of the UK must meet the following principles: 
 
§ Independence 
§ People focussed 
§ National body to co-ordinate and set standards 
§ Integration 
§ Service wide 
§ Statutory rights 
§ Representative 
§ Transparency 

 
These criteria reflect the concerns about the National Plan which I 
raised with you in my previous letter. 

 



3] ACHCEW has continued to develop our views on the Plan.  Our 
concern is to ensure that the public get the best deal in the Health 
Service, and that any new models incorporate the principles outlined 
above.  We have, as a consequence, begun work on a successor 
structure to CHCs in their current form, that could deliver the proposals 
in the National Plan, and meet our current concerns.  A chart setting 
out this skeleton structure is attached for your information. 

 
4] I also attach an electronic copy of the article which appeared in The 

Guardian setting out our concerns. 
 
I hope that you find this information of assistance.  If you would like further  
Information, or would like to discuss the issues raised, please do not hesitate  
To get in touch. 
 
Yours sincerely  
 
 
 
 
 
DONNA COVEY 
Director 
 
Encs 



 
 
 
 
Sally Keeble MP 
House of Commons 
LONDON 
SW1A 0AA 
 
19 September 2000 
 
To:  All Members of the All Party Parliamentary Group 
 
Dear Sally 
 
NHS National Plan – Patient Empowerment 
 
I am writing to advise you of the latest developments with regard to the 
Government’s proposal to abolish Community Health Councils.  Patrick Hall 
MP will be contacting you again shortly regarding a date for a meeting of the 
group.  I understand that the Parliamentary Under Secretary of State for 
Health responsible for CHCs, Gisela Stuart, has agreed to meet with the 
group. 
 
In the meantime, you may find the following of interest and assistance. 
 
1] I have attached a model press release regarding the abolition of CHCs.   
 It would be helpful if those MPs concerned about the Government’s  
 proposals could issue this to local media.  If you or your office require  
 further assistance in raising this issue in the media, please contact our  
 Media Officer, Murray Benham on 020 7609 8138. 
 
2] A “four nations” meeting took place last week, involving representatives  
 of CHCs in England and Wales, Health Councils in Scotland and  
 Health and Social Services Councils in Northern Ireland.  It was  

agreed at that meeting that new models for patient empowerment in all 
parts of the UK must meet the following principles: 
 
§ Independence 
§ People focussed 
§ National body to co-ordinate and set standards 
§ Integration 
§ Service wide 
§ Statutory rights 
§ Representative 
§ Transparency 

 
These criteria reflect the concerns about the National Plan which I 
raised with you in my previous letter. 

 



3] ACHCEW has continued to develop our views on the Plan.  Our 
concern is to ensure that the public get the best deal in the Health 
Service, and that any new models incorporate the principles outlined 
above.  We have, as a consequence, begun work on a successor 
structure to CHCs in their current form, that could deliver the proposals 
in the National Plan, and meet our current concerns.  A chart setting 
out this skeleton structure is attached for your information. 

 
4] I also attach an electronic copy of the article which appeared in The 

Guardian setting out our concerns. 
 
I hope that you find this information of assistance.  If you would like further  
Information, or would like to discuss the issues raised, please do not hesitate  
To get in touch. 
 
Yours sincerely  
 
 
 
 
 
DONNA COVEY 
Director 
 
Encs 



 
 
 
 
Paul Keetch MP 
House of Commons 
LONDON 
SW1A 0AA 
 
19 September 2000 
 
To:  All Members of the All Party Parliamentary Group 
 
Dear Paul 
 
NHS National Plan – Patient Empowerment 
 
I am writing to advise you of the latest developments with regard to the 
Government’s proposal to abolish Community Health Councils.  Patrick Hall 
MP will be contacting you again shortly regarding a date for a meeting of the 
group.  I understand that the Parliamentary Under Secretary of State for 
Health responsible for CHCs, Gisela Stuart, has agreed to meet with the 
group. 
 
In the meantime, you may find the following of interest and assistance. 
 
1] I have attached a model press release regarding the abolition of CHCs.   
 It would be helpful if those MPs concerned about the Government’s  
 proposals could issue this to local media.  If you or your office require  
 further assistance in raising this issue in the media, please contact our  
 Media Officer, Murray Benham on 020 7609 8138. 
 
2] A “four nations” meeting took place last week, involving representatives  
 of CHCs in England and Wales, Health Councils in Scotland and  
 Health and Social Services Councils in Northern Ireland.  It was  

agreed at that meeting that new models for patient empowerment in all 
parts of the UK must meet the following principles: 
 
§ Independence 
§ People focussed 
§ National body to co-ordinate and set standards 
§ Integration 
§ Service wide 
§ Statutory rights 
§ Representative 
§ Transparency 

 
These criteria reflect the concerns about the National Plan which I 
raised with you in my previous letter. 

 



3] ACHCEW has continued to develop our views on the Plan.  Our 
concern is to ensure that the public get the best deal in the Health 
Service, and that any new models incorporate the principles outlined 
above.  We have, as a consequence, begun work on a successor 
structure to CHCs in their current form, that could deliver the proposals 
in the National Plan, and meet our current concerns.  A chart setting 
out this skeleton structure is attached for your information. 

 
4] I also attach an electronic copy of the article which appeared in The 

Guardian setting out our concerns. 
 
I hope that you find this information of assistance.  If you would like further  
Information, or would like to discuss the issues raised, please do not hesitate  
To get in touch. 
 
Yours sincerely  
 
 
 
 
 
DONNA COVEY 
Director 
 
Encs 



 
 
 
 
Ruth Kelly MP 
House of Commons 
LONDON 
SW1A 0AA 
 
19 September 2000 
 
To:  All Members of the All Party Parliamentary Group 
 
Dear Ruth 
 
NHS National Plan – Patient Empowerment 
 
I am writing to advise you of the latest developments with regard to the 
Government’s proposal to abolish Community Health Councils.  Patrick Hall 
MP will be contacting you again shortly regarding a date for a meeting of the 
group.  I understand that the Parliamentary Under Secretary of State for 
Health responsible for CHCs, Gisela Stuart, has agreed to meet with the 
group. 
 
In the meantime, you may find the following of interest and assistance. 
 
1] I have attached a model press release regarding the abolition of CHCs.   
 It would be helpful if those MPs concerned about the Government’s  
 proposals could issue this to local media.  If you or your office require  
 further assistance in raising this issue in the media, please contact our  
 Media Officer, Murray Benham on 020 7609 8138. 
 
2] A “four nations” meeting took place last week, involving representatives  
 of CHCs in England and Wales, Health Councils in Scotland and  
 Health and Social Services Councils in Northern Ireland.  It was  

agreed at that meeting that new models for patient empowerment in all 
parts of the UK must meet the following principles: 
 
§ Independence 
§ People focussed 
§ National body to co-ordinate and set standards 
§ Integration 
§ Service wide 
§ Statutory rights 
§ Representative 
§ Transparency 

 
These criteria reflect the concerns about the National Plan which I 
raised with you in my previous letter. 

 



3] ACHCEW has continued to develop our views on the Plan.  Our 
concern is to ensure that the public get the best deal in the Health 
Service, and that any new models incorporate the principles outlined 
above.  We have, as a consequence, begun work on a successor 
structure to CHCs in their current form, that could deliver the proposals 
in the National Plan, and meet our current concerns.  A chart setting 
out this skeleton structure is attached for your information. 

 
4] I also attach an electronic copy of the article which appeared in The 

Guardian setting out our concerns. 
 
I hope that you find this information of assistance.  If you would like further  
Information, or would like to discuss the issues raised, please do not hesitate  
To get in touch. 
 
Yours sincerely  
 
 
 
 
 
DONNA COVEY 
Director 
 
Encs 



 
 
 
 
Frasier Kemp MP 
House of Commons 
LONDON 
SW1A 0AA 
 
19 September 2000 
 
To:  All Members of the All Party Parliamentary Group 
 
Dear Frasier 
 
NHS National Plan – Patient Empowerment 
 
I am writing to advise you of the latest developments with regard to the 
Government’s proposal to abolish Community Health Councils.  Patrick Hall 
MP will be contacting you again shortly regarding a date for a meeting of the 
group.  I understand that the Parliamentary Under Secretary of State for 
Health responsible for CHCs, Gisela Stuart, has agreed to meet with the 
group. 
 
In the meantime, you may find the following of interest and assistance. 
 
1] I have attached a model press release regarding the abolition of CHCs.   
 It would be helpful if those MPs concerned about the Government’s  
 proposals could issue this to local media.  If you or your office require  
 further assistance in raising this issue in the media, please contact our  
 Media Officer, Murray Benham on 020 7609 8138. 
 
2] A “four nations” meeting took place last week, involving representatives  
 of CHCs in England and Wales, Health Councils in Scotland and  
 Health and Social Services Councils in Northern Ireland.  It was  

agreed at that meeting that new models for patient empowerment in all 
parts of the UK must meet the following principles: 
 
§ Independence 
§ People focussed 
§ National body to co-ordinate and set standards 
§ Integration 
§ Service wide 
§ Statutory rights 
§ Representative 
§ Transparency 

 
These criteria reflect the concerns about the National Plan which I 
raised with you in my previous letter. 

 



3] ACHCEW has continued to develop our views on the Plan.  Our 
concern is to ensure that the public get the best deal in the Health 
Service, and that any new models incorporate the principles outlined 
above.  We have, as a consequence, begun work on a successor 
structure to CHCs in their current form, that could deliver the proposals 
in the National Plan, and meet our current concerns.  A chart setting 
out this skeleton structure is attached for your information. 

 
4] I also attach an electronic copy of the article which appeared in The 

Guardian setting out our concerns. 
 
I hope that you find this information of assistance.  If you would like further  
Information, or would like to discuss the issues raised, please do not hesitate  
To get in touch. 
 
Yours sincerely  
 
 
 
 
 
DONNA COVEY 
Director 
 
Encs 



 
 
 
 
Jane Kennedy MP 
House of Commons 
LONDON 
SW1A 0AA 
 
19 September 2000 
 
To:  All Members of the All Party Parliamentary Group 
 
Dear Jane 
 
NHS National Plan – Patient Empowerment 
 
I am writing to advise you of the latest developments with regard to the 
Government’s proposal to abolish Community Health Councils.  Patrick Hall 
MP will be contacting you again shortly regarding a date for a meeting of the 
group.  I understand that the Parliamentary Under Secretary of State for 
Health responsible for CHCs, Gisela Stuart, has agreed to meet with the 
group. 
 
In the meantime, you may find the following of interest and assistance. 
 
1] I have attached a model press release regarding the abolition of CHCs.   
 It would be helpful if those MPs concerned about the Government’s  
 proposals could issue this to local media.  If you or your office require  
 further assistance in raising this issue in the media, please contact our  
 Media Officer, Murray Benham on 020 7609 8138. 
 
2] A “four nations” meeting took place last week, involving representatives  
 of CHCs in England and Wales, Health Councils in Scotland and  
 Health and Social Services Councils in Northern Ireland.  It was  

agreed at that meeting that new models for patient empowerment in all 
parts of the UK must meet the following principles: 
 
§ Independence 
§ People focussed 
§ National body to co-ordinate and set standards 
§ Integration 
§ Service wide 
§ Statutory rights 
§ Representative 
§ Transparency 

 
These criteria reflect the concerns about the National Plan which I 
raised with you in my previous letter. 

 



3] ACHCEW has continued to develop our views on the Plan.  Our 
concern is to ensure that the public get the best deal in the Health 
Service, and that any new models incorporate the principles outlined 
above.  We have, as a consequence, begun work on a successor 
structure to CHCs in their current form, that could deliver the proposals 
in the National Plan, and meet our current concerns.  A chart setting 
out this skeleton structure is attached for your information. 

 
4] I also attach an electronic copy of the article which appeared in The 

Guardian setting out our concerns. 
 
I hope that you find this information of assistance.  If you would like further  
Information, or would like to discuss the issues raised, please do not hesitate  
To get in touch. 
 
Yours sincerely  
 
 
 
 
 
DONNA COVEY 
Director 
 
Encs 



 
 
 
 
Piara Khabra MP 
House of Commons 
LONDON 
SW1A 0AA 
 
19 September 2000 
 
To:  All Members of the All Party Parliamentary Group 
 
Dear Piara 
 
NHS National Plan – Patient Empowerment 
 
I am writing to advise you of the latest developments with regard to the 
Government’s proposal to abolish Community Health Councils.  Patrick Hall 
MP will be contacting you again shortly regarding a date for a meeting of the 
group.  I understand that the Parliamentary Under Secretary of State for 
Health responsible for CHCs, Gisela Stuart, has agreed to meet with the 
group. 
 
In the meantime, you may find the following of interest and assistance. 
 
1] I have attached a model press release regarding the abolition of CHCs.   
 It would be helpful if those MPs concerned about the Government’s  
 proposals could issue this to local media.  If you or your office require  
 further assistance in raising this issue in the media, please contact our  
 Media Officer, Murray Benham on 020 7609 8138. 
 
2] A “four nations” meeting took place last week, involving representatives  
 of CHCs in England and Wales, Health Councils in Scotland and  
 Health and Social Services Councils in Northern Ireland.  It was  

agreed at that meeting that new models for patient empowerment in all 
parts of the UK must meet the following principles: 
 
§ Independence 
§ People focussed 
§ National body to co-ordinate and set standards 
§ Integration 
§ Service wide 
§ Statutory rights 
§ Representative 
§ Transparency 

 
These criteria reflect the concerns about the National Plan which I 
raised with you in my previous letter. 

 



3] ACHCEW has continued to develop our views on the Plan.  Our 
concern is to ensure that the public get the best deal in the Health 
Service, and that any new models incorporate the principles outlined 
above.  We have, as a consequence, begun work on a successor 
structure to CHCs in their current form, that could deliver the proposals 
in the National Plan, and meet our current concerns.  A chart setting 
out this skeleton structure is attached for your information. 

 
4] I also attach an electronic copy of the article which appeared in The 

Guardian setting out our concerns. 
 
I hope that you find this information of assistance.  If you would like further  
Information, or would like to discuss the issues raised, please do not hesitate  
To get in touch. 
 
Yours sincerely  
 
 
 
 
 
DONNA COVEY 
Director 
 
Encs 



 
 
 
 
David Kidney MP 
House of Commons 
LONDON 
SW1A 0AA 
 
19 September 2000 
 
To:  All Members of the All Party Parliamentary Group 
 
Dear David 
 
NHS National Plan – Patient Empowerment 
 
I am writing to advise you of the latest developments with regard to the 
Government’s proposal to abolish Community Health Councils.  Patrick Hall 
MP will be contacting you again shortly regarding a date for a meeting of the 
group.  I understand that the Parliamentary Under Secretary of State for 
Health responsible for CHCs, Gisela Stuart, has agreed to meet with the 
group. 
 
In the meantime, you may find the following of interest and assistance. 
 
1] I have attached a model press release regarding the abolition of CHCs.   
 It would be helpful if those MPs concerned about the Government’s  
 proposals could issue this to local media.  If you or your office require  
 further assistance in raising this issue in the media, please contact our  
 Media Officer, Murray Benham on 020 7609 8138. 
 
2] A “four nations” meeting took place last week, involving representatives  
 of CHCs in England and Wales, Health Councils in Scotland and  
 Health and Social Services Councils in Northern Ireland.  It was  

agreed at that meeting that new models for patient empowerment in all 
parts of the UK must meet the following principles: 
 
§ Independence 
§ People focussed 
§ National body to co-ordinate and set standards 
§ Integration 
§ Service wide 
§ Statutory rights 
§ Representative 
§ Transparency 

 
These criteria reflect the concerns about the National Plan which I 
raised with you in my previous letter. 

 



3] ACHCEW has continued to develop our views on the Plan.  Our 
concern is to ensure that the public get the best deal in the Health 
Service, and that any new models incorporate the principles outlined 
above.  We have, as a consequence, begun work on a successor 
structure to CHCs in their current form, that could deliver the proposals 
in the National Plan, and meet our current concerns.  A chart setting 
out this skeleton structure is attached for your information. 

 
4] I also attach an electronic copy of the article which appeared in The 

Guardian setting out our concerns. 
 
I hope that you find this information of assistance.  If you would like further  
Information, or would like to discuss the issues raised, please do not hesitate  
To get in touch. 
 
Yours sincerely  
 
 
 
 
 
DONNA COVEY 
Director 
 
Encs 



 
 
 
 
Oona King MP 
House of Commons 
LONDON 
SW1A 0AA 
 
19 September 2000 
 
To:  All Members of the All Party Parliamentary Group 
 
Dear Oona 
 
NHS National Plan – Patient Empowerment 
 
I am writing to advise you of the latest developments with regard to the 
Government’s proposal to abolish Community Health Councils.  Patrick Hall 
MP will be contacting you again shortly regarding a date for a meeting of the 
group.  I understand that the Parliamentary Under Secretary of State for 
Health responsible for CHCs, Gisela Stuart, has agreed to meet with the 
group. 
 
In the meantime, you may find the following of interest and assistance. 
 
1] I have attached a model press release regarding the abolition of CHCs.   
 It would be helpful if those MPs concerned about the Government’s  
 proposals could issue this to local media.  If you or your office require  
 further assistance in raising this issue in the media, please contact our  
 Media Officer, Murray Benham on 020 7609 8138. 
 
2] A “four nations” meeting took place last week, involving representatives  
 of CHCs in England and Wales, Health Councils in Scotland and  
 Health and Social Services Councils in Northern Ireland.  It was  

agreed at that meeting that new models for patient empowerment in all 
parts of the UK must meet the following principles: 
 
§ Independence 
§ People focussed 
§ National body to co-ordinate and set standards 
§ Integration 
§ Service wide 
§ Statutory rights 
§ Representative 
§ Transparency 

 
These criteria reflect the concerns about the National Plan which I 
raised with you in my previous letter. 

 



3] ACHCEW has continued to develop our views on the Plan.  Our 
concern is to ensure that the public get the best deal in the Health 
Service, and that any new models incorporate the principles outlined 
above.  We have, as a consequence, begun work on a successor 
structure to CHCs in their current form, that could deliver the proposals 
in the National Plan, and meet our current concerns.  A chart setting 
out this skeleton structure is attached for your information. 

 
4] I also attach an electronic copy of the article which appeared in The 

Guardian setting out our concerns. 
 
I hope that you find this information of assistance.  If you would like further  
Information, or would like to discuss the issues raised, please do not hesitate  
To get in touch. 
 
Yours sincerely  
 
 
 
 
 
DONNA COVEY 
Director 
 
Encs 



 
 
 
 
Tom King MP 
House of Commons 
LONDON 
SW1A 0AA 
 
19 September 2000 
 
To:  All Members of the All Party Parliamentary Group 
 
Dear Tom 
 
NHS National Plan – Patient Empowerment 
 
I am writing to advise you of the latest developments with regard to the 
Government’s proposal to abolish Community Health Councils.  Patrick Hall 
MP will be contacting you again shortly regarding a date for a meeting of the 
group.  I understand that the Parliamentary Under Secretary of State for 
Health responsible for CHCs, Gisela Stuart, has agreed to meet with the 
group. 
 
In the meantime, you may find the following of interest and assistance. 
 
1] I have attached a model press release regarding the abolition of CHCs.   
 It would be helpful if those MPs concerned about the Government’s  
 proposals could issue this to local media.  If you or your office require  
 further assistance in raising this issue in the media, please contact our  
 Media Officer, Murray Benham on 020 7609 8138. 
 
2] A “four nations” meeting took place last week, involving representatives  
 of CHCs in England and Wales, Health Councils in Scotland and  
 Health and Social Services Councils in Northern Ireland.  It was  

agreed at that meeting that new models for patient empowerment in all 
parts of the UK must meet the following principles: 
 
§ Independence 
§ People focussed 
§ National body to co-ordinate and set standards 
§ Integration 
§ Service wide 
§ Statutory rights 
§ Representative 
§ Transparency 

 
These criteria reflect the concerns about the National Plan which I 
raised with you in my previous letter. 

 



3] ACHCEW has continued to develop our views on the Plan.  Our 
concern is to ensure that the public get the best deal in the Health 
Service, and that any new models incorporate the principles outlined 
above.  We have, as a consequence, begun work on a successor 
structure to CHCs in their current form, that could deliver the proposals 
in the National Plan, and meet our current concerns.  A chart setting 
out this skeleton structure is attached for your information. 

 
4] I also attach an electronic copy of the article which appeared in The 

Guardian setting out our concerns. 
 
I hope that you find this information of assistance.  If you would like further  
Information, or would like to discuss the issues raised, please do not hesitate  
To get in touch. 
 
Yours sincerely  
 
 
 
 
 
DONNA COVEY 
Director 
 
Encs 



 
 
 
 
Ashok Kumar MP 
House of Commons 
LONDON 
SW1A 0AA 
 
19 September 2000 
 
To:  All Members of the All Party Parliamentary Group 
 
Dear Ashok 
 
NHS National Plan – Patient Empowerment 
 
I am writing to advise you of the latest developments with regard to the 
Government’s proposal to abolish Community Health Councils.  Patrick Hall 
MP will be contacting you again shortly regarding a date for a meeting of the 
group.  I understand that the Parliamentary Under Secretary of State for 
Health responsible for CHCs, Gisela Stuart, has agreed to meet with the 
group. 
 
In the meantime, you may find the following of interest and assistance. 
 
1] I have attached a model press release regarding the abolition of CHCs.   
 It would be helpful if those MPs concerned about the Government’s  
 proposals could issue this to local media.  If you or your office require  
 further assistance in raising this issue in the media, please contact our  
 Media Officer, Murray Benham on 020 7609 8138. 
 
2] A “four nations” meeting took place last week, involving representatives  
 of CHCs in England and Wales, Health Councils in Scotland and  
 Health and Social Services Councils in Northern Ireland.  It was  

agreed at that meeting that new models for patient empowerment in all 
parts of the UK must meet the following principles: 
 
§ Independence 
§ People focussed 
§ National body to co-ordinate and set standards 
§ Integration 
§ Service wide 
§ Statutory rights 
§ Representative 
§ Transparency 

 
These criteria reflect the concerns about the National Plan which I 
raised with you in my previous letter. 

 



3] ACHCEW has continued to develop our views on the Plan.  Our 
concern is to ensure that the public get the best deal in the Health 
Service, and that any new models incorporate the principles outlined 
above.  We have, as a consequence, begun work on a successor 
structure to CHCs in their current form, that could deliver the proposals 
in the National Plan, and meet our current concerns.  A chart setting 
out this skeleton structure is attached for your information. 

 
4] I also attach an electronic copy of the article which appeared in The 

Guardian setting out our concerns. 
 
I hope that you find this information of assistance.  If you would like further  
Information, or would like to discuss the issues raised, please do not hesitate  
To get in touch. 
 
Yours sincerely  
 
 
 
 
 
DONNA COVEY 
Director 
 
Encs 



 
 
 
 
Andrew Lansley MP 
House of Commons 
LONDON 
SW1A 0AA 
 
19 September 2000 
 
To:  All Members of the All Party Parliamentary Group 
 
Dear Andrew 
 
NHS National Plan – Patient Empowerment 
 
I am writing to advise you of the latest developments with regard to the 
Government’s proposal to abolish Community Health Councils.  Patrick Hall 
MP will be contacting you again shortly regarding a date for a meeting of the 
group.  I understand that the Parliamentary Under Secretary of State for 
Health responsible for CHCs, Gisela Stuart, has agreed to meet with the 
group. 
 
In the meantime, you may find the following of interest and assistance. 
 
1] I have attached a model press release regarding the abolition of CHCs.   
 It would be helpful if those MPs concerned about the Government’s  
 proposals could issue this to local media.  If you or your office require  
 further assistance in raising this issue in the media, please contact our  
 Media Officer, Murray Benham on 020 7609 8138. 
 
2] A “four nations” meeting took place last week, involving representatives  
 of CHCs in England and Wales, Health Councils in Scotland and  
 Health and Social Services Councils in Northern Ireland.  It was  

agreed at that meeting that new models for patient empowerment in all 
parts of the UK must meet the following principles: 
 
§ Independence 
§ People focussed 
§ National body to co-ordinate and set standards 
§ Integration 
§ Service wide 
§ Statutory rights 
§ Representative 
§ Transparency 

 
These criteria reflect the concerns about the National Plan which I 
raised with you in my previous letter. 

 



3] ACHCEW has continued to develop our views on the Plan.  Our 
concern is to ensure that the public get the best deal in the Health 
Service, and that any new models incorporate the principles outlined 
above.  We have, as a consequence, begun work on a successor 
structure to CHCs in their current form, that could deliver the proposals 
in the National Plan, and meet our current concerns.  A chart setting 
out this skeleton structure is attached for your information. 

 
4] I also attach an electronic copy of the article which appeared in The 

Guardian setting out our concerns. 
 
I hope that you find this information of assistance.  If you would like further  
Information, or would like to discuss the issues raised, please do not hesitate  
To get in touch. 
 
Yours sincerely  
 
 
 
 
 
DONNA COVEY 
Director 
 
Encs 



 
 
 
 
Jackie Lawrence MP 
House of Commons 
LONDON 
SW1A 0AA 
 
19 September 2000 
 
To:  All Members of the All Party Parliamentary Group 
 
Dear Jackie 
 
NHS National Plan – Patient Empowerment 
 
I am writing to advise you of the latest developments with regard to the 
Government’s proposal to abolish Community Health Councils.  Patrick Hall 
MP will be contacting you again shortly regarding a date for a meeting of the 
group.  I understand that the Parliamentary Under Secretary of State for 
Health responsible for CHCs, Gisela Stuart, has agreed to meet with the 
group. 
 
In the meantime, you may find the following of interest and assistance. 
 
1] I have attached a model press release regarding the abolition of CHCs.   
 It would be helpful if those MPs concerned about the Government’s  
 proposals could issue this to local media.  If you or your office require  
 further assistance in raising this issue in the media, please contact our  
 Media Officer, Murray Benham on 020 7609 8138. 
 
2] A “four nations” meeting took place last week, involving representatives  
 of CHCs in England and Wales, Health Councils in Scotland and  
 Health and Social Services Councils in Northern Ireland.  It was  

agreed at that meeting that new models for patient empowerment in all 
parts of the UK must meet the following principles: 
 
§ Independence 
§ People focussed 
§ National body to co-ordinate and set standards 
§ Integration 
§ Service wide 
§ Statutory rights 
§ Representative 
§ Transparency 

 
These criteria reflect the concerns about the National Plan which I 
raised with you in my previous letter. 

 



3] ACHCEW has continued to develop our views on the Plan.  Our 
concern is to ensure that the public get the best deal in the Health 
Service, and that any new models incorporate the principles outlined 
above.  We have, as a consequence, begun work on a successor 
structure to CHCs in their current form, that could deliver the proposals 
in the National Plan, and meet our current concerns.  A chart setting 
out this skeleton structure is attached for your information. 

 
4] I also attach an electronic copy of the article which appeared in The 

Guardian setting out our concerns. 
 
I hope that you find this information of assistance.  If you would like further  
Information, or would like to discuss the issues raised, please do not hesitate  
To get in touch. 
 
Yours sincerely  
 
 
 
 
 
DONNA COVEY 
Director 
 
Encs 



 
 
 
 
Edward Leigh MP 
House of Commons 
LONDON 
SW1A 0AA 
 
19 September 2000 
 
To:  All Members of the All Party Parliamentary Group 
 
Dear Edward 
 
NHS National Plan – Patient Empowerment 
 
I am writing to advise you of the latest developments with regard to the 
Government’s proposal to abolish Community Health Councils.  Patrick Hall 
MP will be contacting you again shortly regarding a date for a meeting of the 
group.  I understand that the Parliamentary Under Secretary of State for 
Health responsible for CHCs, Gisela Stuart, has agreed to meet with the 
group. 
 
In the meantime, you may find the following of interest and assistance. 
 
1] I have attached a model press release regarding the abolition of CHCs.   
 It would be helpful if those MPs concerned about the Government’s  
 proposals could issue this to local media.  If you or your office require  
 further assistance in raising this issue in the media, please contact our  
 Media Officer, Murray Benham on 020 7609 8138. 
 
2] A “four nations” meeting took place last week, involving representatives  
 of CHCs in England and Wales, Health Councils in Scotland and  
 Health and Social Services Councils in Northern Ireland.  It was  

agreed at that meeting that new models for patient empowerment in all 
parts of the UK must meet the following principles: 
 
§ Independence 
§ People focussed 
§ National body to co-ordinate and set standards 
§ Integration 
§ Service wide 
§ Statutory rights 
§ Representative 
§ Transparency 

 
These criteria reflect the concerns about the National Plan which I 
raised with you in my previous letter. 

 



3] ACHCEW has continued to develop our views on the Plan.  Our 
concern is to ensure that the public get the best deal in the Health 
Service, and that any new models incorporate the principles outlined 
above.  We have, as a consequence, begun work on a successor 
structure to CHCs in their current form, that could deliver the proposals 
in the National Plan, and meet our current concerns.  A chart setting 
out this skeleton structure is attached for your information. 

 
4] I also attach an electronic copy of the article which appeared in The 

Guardian setting out our concerns. 
 
I hope that you find this information of assistance.  If you would like further  
Information, or would like to discuss the issues raised, please do not hesitate  
To get in touch. 
 
Yours sincerely  
 
 
 
 
 
DONNA COVEY 
Director 
 
Encs 



 
 
 
 
David Lepper MP 
House of Commons 
LONDON 
SW1A 0AA 
 
19 September 2000 
 
To:  All Members of the All Party Parliamentary Group 
 
Dear David 
 
NHS National Plan – Patient Empowerment 
 
I am writing to advise you of the latest developments with regard to the 
Government’s proposal to abolish Community Health Councils.  Patrick Hall 
MP will be contacting you again shortly regarding a date for a meeting of the 
group.  I understand that the Parliamentary Under Secretary of State for 
Health responsible for CHCs, Gisela Stuart, has agreed to meet with the 
group. 
 
In the meantime, you may find the following of interest and assistance. 
 
1] I have attached a model press release regarding the abolition of CHCs.   
 It would be helpful if those MPs concerned about the Government’s  
 proposals could issue this to local media.  If you or your office require  
 further assistance in raising this issue in the media, please contact our  
 Media Officer, Murray Benham on 020 7609 8138. 
 
2] A “four nations” meeting took place last week, involving representatives  
 of CHCs in England and Wales, Health Councils in Scotland and  
 Health and Social Services Councils in Northern Ireland.  It was  

agreed at that meeting that new models for patient empowerment in all 
parts of the UK must meet the following principles: 
 
§ Independence 
§ People focussed 
§ National body to co-ordinate and set standards 
§ Integration 
§ Service wide 
§ Statutory rights 
§ Representative 
§ Transparency 

 
These criteria reflect the concerns about the National Plan which I 
raised with you in my previous letter. 

 



3] ACHCEW has continued to develop our views on the Plan.  Our 
concern is to ensure that the public get the best deal in the Health 
Service, and that any new models incorporate the principles outlined 
above.  We have, as a consequence, begun work on a successor 
structure to CHCs in their current form, that could deliver the proposals 
in the National Plan, and meet our current concerns.  A chart setting 
out this skeleton structure is attached for your information. 

 
4] I also attach an electronic copy of the article which appeared in The 

Guardian setting out our concerns. 
 
I hope that you find this information of assistance.  If you would like further  
Information, or would like to discuss the issues raised, please do not hesitate  
To get in touch. 
 
Yours sincerely  
 
 
 
 
 
DONNA COVEY 
Director 
 
Encs 



 
 
 
 
Christopther Leslie MP 
House of Commons 
LONDON 
SW1A 0AA 
 
19 September 2000 
 
To:  All Members of the All Party Parliamentary Group 
 
Dear Christopther 
 
NHS National Plan – Patient Empowerment 
 
I am writing to advise you of the latest developments with regard to the 
Government’s proposal to abolish Community Health Councils.  Patrick Hall 
MP will be contacting you again shortly regarding a date for a meeting of the 
group.  I understand that the Parliamentary Under Secretary of State for 
Health responsible for CHCs, Gisela Stuart, has agreed to meet with the 
group. 
 
In the meantime, you may find the following of interest and assistance. 
 
1] I have attached a model press release regarding the abolition of CHCs.   
 It would be helpful if those MPs concerned about the Government’s  
 proposals could issue this to local media.  If you or your office require  
 further assistance in raising this issue in the media, please contact our  
 Media Officer, Murray Benham on 020 7609 8138. 
 
2] A “four nations” meeting took place last week, involving representatives  
 of CHCs in England and Wales, Health Councils in Scotland and  
 Health and Social Services Councils in Northern Ireland.  It was  

agreed at that meeting that new models for patient empowerment in all 
parts of the UK must meet the following principles: 
 
§ Independence 
§ People focussed 
§ National body to co-ordinate and set standards 
§ Integration 
§ Service wide 
§ Statutory rights 
§ Representative 
§ Transparency 

 
These criteria reflect the concerns about the National Plan which I 
raised with you in my previous letter. 

 



3] ACHCEW has continued to develop our views on the Plan.  Our 
concern is to ensure that the public get the best deal in the Health 
Service, and that any new models incorporate the principles outlined 
above.  We have, as a consequence, begun work on a successor 
structure to CHCs in their current form, that could deliver the proposals 
in the National Plan, and meet our current concerns.  A chart setting 
out this skeleton structure is attached for your information. 

 
4] I also attach an electronic copy of the article which appeared in The 

Guardian setting out our concerns. 
 
I hope that you find this information of assistance.  If you would like further  
Information, or would like to discuss the issues raised, please do not hesitate  
To get in touch. 
 
Yours sincerely  
 
 
 
 
 
DONNA COVEY 
Director 
 
Encs 



 
 
 
 
Oliver Letwin MP 
House of Commons 
LONDON 
SW1A 0AA 
 
19 September 2000 
 
To:  All Members of the All Party Parliamentary Group 
 
Dear Oliver 
 
NHS National Plan – Patient Empowerment 
 
I am writing to advise you of the latest developments with regard to the 
Government’s proposal to abolish Community Health Councils.  Patrick Hall 
MP will be contacting you again shortly regarding a date for a meeting of the 
group.  I understand that the Parliamentary Under Secretary of State for 
Health responsible for CHCs, Gisela Stuart, has agreed to meet with the 
group. 
 
In the meantime, you may find the following of interest and assistance. 
 
1] I have attached a model press release regarding the abolition of CHCs.   
 It would be helpful if those MPs concerned about the Government’s  
 proposals could issue this to local media.  If you or your office require  
 further assistance in raising this issue in the media, please contact our  
 Media Officer, Murray Benham on 020 7609 8138. 
 
2] A “four nations” meeting took place last week, involving representatives  
 of CHCs in England and Wales, Health Councils in Scotland and  
 Health and Social Services Councils in Northern Ireland.  It was  

agreed at that meeting that new models for patient empowerment in all 
parts of the UK must meet the following principles: 
 
§ Independence 
§ People focussed 
§ National body to co-ordinate and set standards 
§ Integration 
§ Service wide 
§ Statutory rights 
§ Representative 
§ Transparency 

 
These criteria reflect the concerns about the National Plan which I 
raised with you in my previous letter. 

 



3] ACHCEW has continued to develop our views on the Plan.  Our 
concern is to ensure that the public get the best deal in the Health 
Service, and that any new models incorporate the principles outlined 
above.  We have, as a consequence, begun work on a successor 
structure to CHCs in their current form, that could deliver the proposals 
in the National Plan, and meet our current concerns.  A chart setting 
out this skeleton structure is attached for your information. 

 
4] I also attach an electronic copy of the article which appeared in The 

Guardian setting out our concerns. 
 
I hope that you find this information of assistance.  If you would like further  
Information, or would like to discuss the issues raised, please do not hesitate  
To get in touch. 
 
Yours sincerely  
 
 
 
 
 
DONNA COVEY 
Director 
 
Encs 



 
 
 
 
Tom Levitt MP 
House of Commons 
LONDON 
SW1A 0AA 
 
19 September 2000 
 
To:  All Members of the All Party Parliamentary Group 
 
Dear Tom 
 
NHS National Plan – Patient Empowerment 
 
I am writing to advise you of the latest developments with regard to the 
Government’s proposal to abolish Community Health Councils.  Patrick Hall 
MP will be contacting you again shortly regarding a date for a meeting of the 
group.  I understand that the Parliamentary Under Secretary of State for 
Health responsible for CHCs, Gisela Stuart, has agreed to meet with the 
group. 
 
In the meantime, you may find the following of interest and assistance. 
 
1] I have attached a model press release regarding the abolition of CHCs.   
 It would be helpful if those MPs concerned about the Government’s  
 proposals could issue this to local media.  If you or your office require  
 further assistance in raising this issue in the media, please contact our  
 Media Officer, Murray Benham on 020 7609 8138. 
 
2] A “four nations” meeting took place last week, involving representatives  
 of CHCs in England and Wales, Health Councils in Scotland and  
 Health and Social Services Councils in Northern Ireland.  It was  

agreed at that meeting that new models for patient empowerment in all 
parts of the UK must meet the following principles: 
 
§ Independence 
§ People focussed 
§ National body to co-ordinate and set standards 
§ Integration 
§ Service wide 
§ Statutory rights 
§ Representative 
§ Transparency 

 
These criteria reflect the concerns about the National Plan which I 
raised with you in my previous letter. 

 



3] ACHCEW has continued to develop our views on the Plan.  Our 
concern is to ensure that the public get the best deal in the Health 
Service, and that any new models incorporate the principles outlined 
above.  We have, as a consequence, begun work on a successor 
structure to CHCs in their current form, that could deliver the proposals 
in the National Plan, and meet our current concerns.  A chart setting 
out this skeleton structure is attached for your information. 

 
4] I also attach an electronic copy of the article which appeared in The 

Guardian setting out our concerns. 
 
I hope that you find this information of assistance.  If you would like further  
Information, or would like to discuss the issues raised, please do not hesitate  
To get in touch. 
 
Yours sincerely  
 
 
 
 
 
DONNA COVEY 
Director 
 
Encs 



 
 
 
 
Martin Linton MP 
House of Commons 
LONDON 
SW1A 0AA 
 
19 September 2000 
 
To:  All Members of the All Party Parliamentary Group 
 
Dear Martin 
 
NHS National Plan – Patient Empowerment 
 
I am writing to advise you of the latest developments with regard to the 
Government’s proposal to abolish Community Health Councils.  Patrick Hall 
MP will be contacting you again shortly regarding a date for a meeting of the 
group.  I understand that the Parliamentary Under Secretary of State for 
Health responsible for CHCs, Gisela Stuart, has agreed to meet with the 
group. 
 
In the meantime, you may find the following of interest and assistance. 
 
1] I have attached a model press release regarding the abolition of CHCs.   
 It would be helpful if those MPs concerned about the Government’s  
 proposals could issue this to local media.  If you or your office require  
 further assistance in raising this issue in the media, please contact our  
 Media Officer, Murray Benham on 020 7609 8138. 
 
2] A “four nations” meeting took place last week, involving representatives  
 of CHCs in England and Wales, Health Councils in Scotland and  
 Health and Social Services Councils in Northern Ireland.  It was  

agreed at that meeting that new models for patient empowerment in all 
parts of the UK must meet the following principles: 
 
§ Independence 
§ People focussed 
§ National body to co-ordinate and set standards 
§ Integration 
§ Service wide 
§ Statutory rights 
§ Representative 
§ Transparency 

 
These criteria reflect the concerns about the National Plan which I 
raised with you in my previous letter. 

 



3] ACHCEW has continued to develop our views on the Plan.  Our 
concern is to ensure that the public get the best deal in the Health 
Service, and that any new models incorporate the principles outlined 
above.  We have, as a consequence, begun work on a successor 
structure to CHCs in their current form, that could deliver the proposals 
in the National Plan, and meet our current concerns.  A chart setting 
out this skeleton structure is attached for your information. 

 
4] I also attach an electronic copy of the article which appeared in The 

Guardian setting out our concerns. 
 
I hope that you find this information of assistance.  If you would like further  
Information, or would like to discuss the issues raised, please do not hesitate  
To get in touch. 
 
Yours sincerely  
 
 
 
 
 
DONNA COVEY 
Director 
 
Encs 



 
 
 
 
Richard Livsey MP 
House of Commons 
LONDON 
SW1A 0AA 
 
19 September 2000 
 
To:  All Members of the All Party Parliamentary Group 
 
Dear Richard 
 
NHS National Plan – Patient Empowerment 
 
I am writing to advise you of the latest developments with regard to the 
Government’s proposal to abolish Community Health Councils.  Patrick Hall 
MP will be contacting you again shortly regarding a date for a meeting of the 
group.  I understand that the Parliamentary Under Secretary of State for 
Health responsible for CHCs, Gisela Stuart, has agreed to meet with the 
group. 
 
In the meantime, you may find the following of interest and assistance. 
 
1] I have attached a model press release regarding the abolition of CHCs.   
 It would be helpful if those MPs concerned about the Government’s  
 proposals could issue this to local media.  If you or your office require  
 further assistance in raising this issue in the media, please contact our  
 Media Officer, Murray Benham on 020 7609 8138. 
 
2] A “four nations” meeting took place last week, involving representatives  
 of CHCs in England and Wales, Health Councils in Scotland and  
 Health and Social Services Councils in Northern Ireland.  It was  

agreed at that meeting that new models for patient empowerment in all 
parts of the UK must meet the following principles: 
 
§ Independence 
§ People focussed 
§ National body to co-ordinate and set standards 
§ Integration 
§ Service wide 
§ Statutory rights 
§ Representative 
§ Transparency 

 
These criteria reflect the concerns about the National Plan which I 
raised with you in my previous letter. 

 



3] ACHCEW has continued to develop our views on the Plan.  Our 
concern is to ensure that the public get the best deal in the Health 
Service, and that any new models incorporate the principles outlined 
above.  We have, as a consequence, begun work on a successor 
structure to CHCs in their current form, that could deliver the proposals 
in the National Plan, and meet our current concerns.  A chart setting 
out this skeleton structure is attached for your information. 

 
4] I also attach an electronic copy of the article which appeared in The 

Guardian setting out our concerns. 
 
I hope that you find this information of assistance.  If you would like further  
Information, or would like to discuss the issues raised, please do not hesitate  
To get in touch. 
 
Yours sincerely  
 
 
 
 
 
DONNA COVEY 
Director 
 
Encs 



 
 
 
 
Tony Lloyd MP 
House of Commons 
LONDON 
SW1A 0AA 
 
19 September 2000 
 
To:  All Members of the All Party Parliamentary Group 
 
Dear Tony 
 
NHS National Plan – Patient Empowerment 
 
I am writing to advise you of the latest developments with regard to the 
Government’s proposal to abolish Community Health Councils.  Patrick Hall 
MP will be contacting you again shortly regarding a date for a meeting of the 
group.  I understand that the Parliamentary Under Secretary of State for 
Health responsible for CHCs, Gisela Stuart, has agreed to meet with the 
group. 
 
In the meantime, you may find the following of interest and assistance. 
 
1] I have attached a model press release regarding the abolition of CHCs.   
 It would be helpful if those MPs concerned about the Government’s  
 proposals could issue this to local media.  If you or your office require  
 further assistance in raising this issue in the media, please contact our  
 Media Officer, Murray Benham on 020 7609 8138. 
 
2] A “four nations” meeting took place last week, involving representatives  
 of CHCs in England and Wales, Health Councils in Scotland and  
 Health and Social Services Councils in Northern Ireland.  It was  

agreed at that meeting that new models for patient empowerment in all 
parts of the UK must meet the following principles: 
 
§ Independence 
§ People focussed 
§ National body to co-ordinate and set standards 
§ Integration 
§ Service wide 
§ Statutory rights 
§ Representative 
§ Transparency 

 
These criteria reflect the concerns about the National Plan which I 
raised with you in my previous letter. 

 



3] ACHCEW has continued to develop our views on the Plan.  Our 
concern is to ensure that the public get the best deal in the Health 
Service, and that any new models incorporate the principles outlined 
above.  We have, as a consequence, begun work on a successor 
structure to CHCs in their current form, that could deliver the proposals 
in the National Plan, and meet our current concerns.  A chart setting 
out this skeleton structure is attached for your information. 

 
4] I also attach an electronic copy of the article which appeared in The 

Guardian setting out our concerns. 
 
I hope that you find this information of assistance.  If you would like further  
Information, or would like to discuss the issues raised, please do not hesitate  
To get in touch. 
 
Yours sincerely  
 
 
 
 
 
DONNA COVEY 
Director 
 
Encs 



 
 
 
 
Elfyd Llwyd MP 
House of Commons 
LONDON 
SW1A 0AA 
 
19 September 2000 
 
To:  All Members of the All Party Parliamentary Group 
 
Dear Elfyd 
 
NHS National Plan – Patient Empowerment 
 
I am writing to advise you of the latest developments with regard to the 
Government’s proposal to abolish Community Health Councils.  Patrick Hall 
MP will be contacting you again shortly regarding a date for a meeting of the 
group.  I understand that the Parliamentary Under Secretary of State for 
Health responsible for CHCs, Gisela Stuart, has agreed to meet with the 
group. 
 
In the meantime, you may find the following of interest and assistance. 
 
1] I have attached a model press release regarding the abolition of CHCs.   
 It would be helpful if those MPs concerned about the Government’s  
 proposals could issue this to local media.  If you or your office require  
 further assistance in raising this issue in the media, please contact our  
 Media Officer, Murray Benham on 020 7609 8138. 
 
2] A “four nations” meeting took place last week, involving representatives  
 of CHCs in England and Wales, Health Councils in Scotland and  
 Health and Social Services Councils in Northern Ireland.  It was  

agreed at that meeting that new models for patient empowerment in all 
parts of the UK must meet the following principles: 
 
§ Independence 
§ People focussed 
§ National body to co-ordinate and set standards 
§ Integration 
§ Service wide 
§ Statutory rights 
§ Representative 
§ Transparency 

 
These criteria reflect the concerns about the National Plan which I 
raised with you in my previous letter. 

 



3] ACHCEW has continued to develop our views on the Plan.  Our 
concern is to ensure that the public get the best deal in the Health 
Service, and that any new models incorporate the principles outlined 
above.  We have, as a consequence, begun work on a successor 
structure to CHCs in their current form, that could deliver the proposals 
in the National Plan, and meet our current concerns.  A chart setting 
out this skeleton structure is attached for your information. 

 
4] I also attach an electronic copy of the article which appeared in The 

Guardian setting out our concerns. 
 
I hope that you find this information of assistance.  If you would like further  
Information, or would like to discuss the issues raised, please do not hesitate  
To get in touch. 
 
Yours sincerely  
 
 
 
 
 
DONNA COVEY 
Director 
 
Encs 



 
 
 
 
David Lock MP 
House of Commons 
LONDON 
SW1A 0AA 
 
19 September 2000 
 
To:  All Members of the All Party Parliamentary Group 
 
Dear David 
 
NHS National Plan – Patient Empowerment 
 
I am writing to advise you of the latest developments with regard to the 
Government’s proposal to abolish Community Health Councils.  Patrick Hall 
MP will be contacting you again shortly regarding a date for a meeting of the 
group.  I understand that the Parliamentary Under Secretary of State for 
Health responsible for CHCs, Gisela Stuart, has agreed to meet with the 
group. 
 
In the meantime, you may find the following of interest and assistance. 
 
1] I have attached a model press release regarding the abolition of CHCs.   
 It would be helpful if those MPs concerned about the Government’s  
 proposals could issue this to local media.  If you or your office require  
 further assistance in raising this issue in the media, please contact our  
 Media Officer, Murray Benham on 020 7609 8138. 
 
2] A “four nations” meeting took place last week, involving representatives  
 of CHCs in England and Wales, Health Councils in Scotland and  
 Health and Social Services Councils in Northern Ireland.  It was  

agreed at that meeting that new models for patient empowerment in all 
parts of the UK must meet the following principles: 
 
§ Independence 
§ People focussed 
§ National body to co-ordinate and set standards 
§ Integration 
§ Service wide 
§ Statutory rights 
§ Representative 
§ Transparency 

 
These criteria reflect the concerns about the National Plan which I 
raised with you in my previous letter. 

 



3] ACHCEW has continued to develop our views on the Plan.  Our 
concern is to ensure that the public get the best deal in the Health 
Service, and that any new models incorporate the principles outlined 
above.  We have, as a consequence, begun work on a successor 
structure to CHCs in their current form, that could deliver the proposals 
in the National Plan, and meet our current concerns.  A chart setting 
out this skeleton structure is attached for your information. 

 
4] I also attach an electronic copy of the article which appeared in The 

Guardian setting out our concerns. 
 
I hope that you find this information of assistance.  If you would like further  
Information, or would like to discuss the issues raised, please do not hesitate  
To get in touch. 
 
Yours sincerely  
 
 
 
 
 
DONNA COVEY 
Director 
 
Encs 



 
 
 
 
Timothy Loughton MP 
House of Commons 
LONDON 
SW1A 0AA 
 
19 September 2000 
 
To:  All Members of the All Party Parliamentary Group 
 
Dear Timothy 
 
NHS National Plan – Patient Empowerment 
 
I am writing to advise you of the latest developments with regard to the 
Government’s proposal to abolish Community Health Councils.  Patrick Hall 
MP will be contacting you again shortly regarding a date for a meeting of the 
group.  I understand that the Parliamentary Under Secretary of State for 
Health responsible for CHCs, Gisela Stuart, has agreed to meet with the 
group. 
 
In the meantime, you may find the following of interest and assistance. 
 
1] I have attached a model press release regarding the abolition of CHCs.   
 It would be helpful if those MPs concerned about the Government’s  
 proposals could issue this to local media.  If you or your office require  
 further assistance in raising this issue in the media, please contact our  
 Media Officer, Murray Benham on 020 7609 8138. 
 
2] A “four nations” meeting took place last week, involving representatives  
 of CHCs in England and Wales, Health Councils in Scotland and  
 Health and Social Services Councils in Northern Ireland.  It was  

agreed at that meeting that new models for patient empowerment in all 
parts of the UK must meet the following principles: 
 
§ Independence 
§ People focussed 
§ National body to co-ordinate and set standards 
§ Integration 
§ Service wide 
§ Statutory rights 
§ Representative 
§ Transparency 

 
These criteria reflect the concerns about the National Plan which I 
raised with you in my previous letter. 

 



3] ACHCEW has continued to develop our views on the Plan.  Our 
concern is to ensure that the public get the best deal in the Health 
Service, and that any new models incorporate the principles outlined 
above.  We have, as a consequence, begun work on a successor 
structure to CHCs in their current form, that could deliver the proposals 
in the National Plan, and meet our current concerns.  A chart setting 
out this skeleton structure is attached for your information. 

 
4] I also attach an electronic copy of the article which appeared in The 

Guardian setting out our concerns. 
 
I hope that you find this information of assistance.  If you would like further  
Information, or would like to discuss the issues raised, please do not hesitate  
To get in touch. 
 
Yours sincerely  
 
 
 
 
 
DONNA COVEY 
Director 
 
Encs 



 
 
 
 
Andrew Love MP 
House of Commons 
LONDON 
SW1A 0AA 
 
19 September 2000 
 
To:  All Members of the All Party Parliamentary Group 
 
Dear Andrew 
 
NHS National Plan – Patient Empowerment 
 
I am writing to advise you of the latest developments with regard to the 
Government’s proposal to abolish Community Health Councils.  Patrick Hall 
MP will be contacting you again shortly regarding a date for a meeting of the 
group.  I understand that the Parliamentary Under Secretary of State for 
Health responsible for CHCs, Gisela Stuart, has agreed to meet with the 
group. 
 
In the meantime, you may find the following of interest and assistance. 
 
1] I have attached a model press release regarding the abolition of CHCs.   
 It would be helpful if those MPs concerned about the Government’s  
 proposals could issue this to local media.  If you or your office require  
 further assistance in raising this issue in the media, please contact our  
 Media Officer, Murray Benham on 020 7609 8138. 
 
2] A “four nations” meeting took place last week, involving representatives  
 of CHCs in England and Wales, Health Councils in Scotland and  
 Health and Social Services Councils in Northern Ireland.  It was  

agreed at that meeting that new models for patient empowerment in all 
parts of the UK must meet the following principles: 
 
§ Independence 
§ People focussed 
§ National body to co-ordinate and set standards 
§ Integration 
§ Service wide 
§ Statutory rights 
§ Representative 
§ Transparency 

 
These criteria reflect the concerns about the National Plan which I 
raised with you in my previous letter. 

 



3] ACHCEW has continued to develop our views on the Plan.  Our 
concern is to ensure that the public get the best deal in the Health 
Service, and that any new models incorporate the principles outlined 
above.  We have, as a consequence, begun work on a successor 
structure to CHCs in their current form, that could deliver the proposals 
in the National Plan, and meet our current concerns.  A chart setting 
out this skeleton structure is attached for your information. 

 
4] I also attach an electronic copy of the article which appeared in The 

Guardian setting out our concerns. 
 
I hope that you find this information of assistance.  If you would like further  
Information, or would like to discuss the issues raised, please do not hesitate  
To get in touch. 
 
Yours sincerely  
 
 
 
 
 
DONNA COVEY 
Director 
 
Encs 



 
 
 
 
Peter Luff MP 
House of Commons 
LONDON 
SW1A 0AA 
 
19 September 2000 
 
To:  All Members of the All Party Parliamentary Group 
 
Dear Peter 
 
NHS National Plan – Patient Empowerment 
 
I am writing to advise you of the latest developments with regard to the 
Government’s proposal to abolish Community Health Councils.  Patrick Hall 
MP will be contacting you again shortly regarding a date for a meeting of the 
group.  I understand that the Parliamentary Under Secretary of State for 
Health responsible for CHCs, Gisela Stuart, has agreed to meet with the 
group. 
 
In the meantime, you may find the following of interest and assistance. 
 
1] I have attached a model press release regarding the abolition of CHCs.   
 It would be helpful if those MPs concerned about the Government’s  
 proposals could issue this to local media.  If you or your office require  
 further assistance in raising this issue in the media, please contact our  
 Media Officer, Murray Benham on 020 7609 8138. 
 
2] A “four nations” meeting took place last week, involving representatives  
 of CHCs in England and Wales, Health Councils in Scotland and  
 Health and Social Services Councils in Northern Ireland.  It was  

agreed at that meeting that new models for patient empowerment in all 
parts of the UK must meet the following principles: 
 
§ Independence 
§ People focussed 
§ National body to co-ordinate and set standards 
§ Integration 
§ Service wide 
§ Statutory rights 
§ Representative 
§ Transparency 

 
These criteria reflect the concerns about the National Plan which I 
raised with you in my previous letter. 

 



3] ACHCEW has continued to develop our views on the Plan.  Our 
concern is to ensure that the public get the best deal in the Health 
Service, and that any new models incorporate the principles outlined 
above.  We have, as a consequence, begun work on a successor 
structure to CHCs in their current form, that could deliver the proposals 
in the National Plan, and meet our current concerns.  A chart setting 
out this skeleton structure is attached for your information. 

 
4] I also attach an electronic copy of the article which appeared in The 

Guardian setting out our concerns. 
 
I hope that you find this information of assistance.  If you would like further  
Information, or would like to discuss the issues raised, please do not hesitate  
To get in touch. 
 
Yours sincerely  
 
 
 
 
 
DONNA COVEY 
Director 
 
Encs 



 
 
 
 
Denis Macshane MP 
House of Commons 
LONDON 
SW1A 0AA 
 
19 September 2000 
 
To:  All Members of the All Party Parliamentary Group 
 
Dear Denis 
 
NHS National Plan – Patient Empowerment 
 
I am writing to advise you of the latest developments with regard to the 
Government’s proposal to abolish Community Health Councils.  Patrick Hall 
MP will be contacting you again shortly regarding a date for a meeting of the 
group.  I understand that the Parliamentary Under Secretary of State for 
Health responsible for CHCs, Gisela Stuart, has agreed to meet with the 
group. 
 
In the meantime, you may find the following of interest and assistance. 
 
1] I have attached a model press release regarding the abolition of CHCs.   
 It would be helpful if those MPs concerned about the Government’s  
 proposals could issue this to local media.  If you or your office require  
 further assistance in raising this issue in the media, please contact our  
 Media Officer, Murray Benham on 020 7609 8138. 
 
2] A “four nations” meeting took place last week, involving representatives  
 of CHCs in England and Wales, Health Councils in Scotland and  
 Health and Social Services Councils in Northern Ireland.  It was  

agreed at that meeting that new models for patient empowerment in all 
parts of the UK must meet the following principles: 
 
§ Independence 
§ People focussed 
§ National body to co-ordinate and set standards 
§ Integration 
§ Service wide 
§ Statutory rights 
§ Representative 
§ Transparency 

 
These criteria reflect the concerns about the National Plan which I 
raised with you in my previous letter. 

 



3] ACHCEW has continued to develop our views on the Plan.  Our 
concern is to ensure that the public get the best deal in the Health 
Service, and that any new models incorporate the principles outlined 
above.  We have, as a consequence, begun work on a successor 
structure to CHCs in their current form, that could deliver the proposals 
in the National Plan, and meet our current concerns.  A chart setting 
out this skeleton structure is attached for your information. 

 
4] I also attach an electronic copy of the article which appeared in The 

Guardian setting out our concerns. 
 
I hope that you find this information of assistance.  If you would like further  
Information, or would like to discuss the issues raised, please do not hesitate  
To get in touch. 
 
Yours sincerely  
 
 
 
 
 
DONNA COVEY 
Director 
 
Encs 



 
 
 
 
David Madel MP 
House of Commons 
LONDON 
SW1A 0AA 
 
19 September 2000 
 
To:  All Members of the All Party Parliamentary Group 
 
Dear David 
 
NHS National Plan – Patient Empowerment 
 
I am writing to advise you of the latest developments with regard to the 
Government’s proposal to abolish Community Health Councils.  Patrick Hall 
MP will be contacting you again shortly regarding a date for a meeting of the 
group.  I understand that the Parliamentary Under Secretary of State for 
Health responsible for CHCs, Gisela Stuart, has agreed to meet with the 
group. 
 
In the meantime, you may find the following of interest and assistance. 
 
1] I have attached a model press release regarding the abolition of CHCs.   
 It would be helpful if those MPs concerned about the Government’s  
 proposals could issue this to local media.  If you or your office require  
 further assistance in raising this issue in the media, please contact our  
 Media Officer, Murray Benham on 020 7609 8138. 
 
2] A “four nations” meeting took place last week, involving representatives  
 of CHCs in England and Wales, Health Councils in Scotland and  
 Health and Social Services Councils in Northern Ireland.  It was  

agreed at that meeting that new models for patient empowerment in all 
parts of the UK must meet the following principles: 
 
§ Independence 
§ People focussed 
§ National body to co-ordinate and set standards 
§ Integration 
§ Service wide 
§ Statutory rights 
§ Representative 
§ Transparency 

 
These criteria reflect the concerns about the National Plan which I 
raised with you in my previous letter. 

 



3] ACHCEW has continued to develop our views on the Plan.  Our 
concern is to ensure that the public get the best deal in the Health 
Service, and that any new models incorporate the principles outlined 
above.  We have, as a consequence, begun work on a successor 
structure to CHCs in their current form, that could deliver the proposals 
in the National Plan, and meet our current concerns.  A chart setting 
out this skeleton structure is attached for your information. 

 
4] I also attach an electronic copy of the article which appeared in The 

Guardian setting out our concerns. 
 
I hope that you find this information of assistance.  If you would like further  
Information, or would like to discuss the issues raised, please do not hesitate  
To get in touch. 
 
Yours sincerely  
 
 
 
 
 
DONNA COVEY 
Director 
 
Encs 



 
 
 
 
Paul Marsden MP 
House of Commons 
LONDON 
SW1A 0AA 
 
19 September 2000 
 
To:  All Members of the All Party Parliamentary Group 
 
Dear Paul 
 
NHS National Plan – Patient Empowerment 
 
I am writing to advise you of the latest developments with regard to the 
Government’s proposal to abolish Community Health Councils.  Patrick Hall 
MP will be contacting you again shortly regarding a date for a meeting of the 
group.  I understand that the Parliamentary Under Secretary of State for 
Health responsible for CHCs, Gisela Stuart, has agreed to meet with the 
group. 
 
In the meantime, you may find the following of interest and assistance. 
 
1] I have attached a model press release regarding the abolition of CHCs.   
 It would be helpful if those MPs concerned about the Government’s  
 proposals could issue this to local media.  If you or your office require  
 further assistance in raising this issue in the media, please contact our  
 Media Officer, Murray Benham on 020 7609 8138. 
 
2] A “four nations” meeting took place last week, involving representatives  
 of CHCs in England and Wales, Health Councils in Scotland and  
 Health and Social Services Councils in Northern Ireland.  It was  

agreed at that meeting that new models for patient empowerment in all 
parts of the UK must meet the following principles: 
 
§ Independence 
§ People focussed 
§ National body to co-ordinate and set standards 
§ Integration 
§ Service wide 
§ Statutory rights 
§ Representative 
§ Transparency 

 
These criteria reflect the concerns about the National Plan which I 
raised with you in my previous letter. 

 



3] ACHCEW has continued to develop our views on the Plan.  Our 
concern is to ensure that the public get the best deal in the Health 
Service, and that any new models incorporate the principles outlined 
above.  We have, as a consequence, begun work on a successor 
structure to CHCs in their current form, that could deliver the proposals 
in the National Plan, and meet our current concerns.  A chart setting 
out this skeleton structure is attached for your information. 

 
4] I also attach an electronic copy of the article which appeared in The 

Guardian setting out our concerns. 
 
I hope that you find this information of assistance.  If you would like further  
Information, or would like to discuss the issues raised, please do not hesitate  
To get in touch. 
 
Yours sincerely  
 
 
 
 
 
DONNA COVEY 
Director 
 
Encs 



 
 
 
 
Stephen Mc Cabe MP 
House of Commons 
LONDON 
SW1A 0AA 
 
19 September 2000 
 
To:  All Members of the All Party Parliamentary Group 
 
Dear Stephen 
 
NHS National Plan – Patient Empowerment 
 
I am writing to advise you of the latest developments with regard to the 
Government’s proposal to abolish Community Health Councils.  Patrick Hall 
MP will be contacting you again shortly regarding a date for a meeting of the 
group.  I understand that the Parliamentary Under Secretary of State for 
Health responsible for CHCs, Gisela Stuart, has agreed to meet with the 
group. 
 
In the meantime, you may find the following of interest and assistance. 
 
1] I have attached a model press release regarding the abolition of CHCs.   
 It would be helpful if those MPs concerned about the Government’s  
 proposals could issue this to local media.  If you or your office require  
 further assistance in raising this issue in the media, please contact our  
 Media Officer, Murray Benham on 020 7609 8138. 
 
2] A “four nations” meeting took place last week, involving representatives  
 of CHCs in England and Wales, Health Councils in Scotland and  
 Health and Social Services Councils in Northern Ireland.  It was  

agreed at that meeting that new models for patient empowerment in all 
parts of the UK must meet the following principles: 
 
§ Independence 
§ People focussed 
§ National body to co-ordinate and set standards 
§ Integration 
§ Service wide 
§ Statutory rights 
§ Representative 
§ Transparency 

 
These criteria reflect the concerns about the National Plan which I 
raised with you in my previous letter. 

 



3] ACHCEW has continued to develop our views on the Plan.  Our 
concern is to ensure that the public get the best deal in the Health 
Service, and that any new models incorporate the principles outlined 
above.  We have, as a consequence, begun work on a successor 
structure to CHCs in their current form, that could deliver the proposals 
in the National Plan, and meet our current concerns.  A chart setting 
out this skeleton structure is attached for your information. 

 
4] I also attach an electronic copy of the article which appeared in The 

Guardian setting out our concerns. 
 
I hope that you find this information of assistance.  If you would like further  
Information, or would like to discuss the issues raised, please do not hesitate  
To get in touch. 
 
Yours sincerely  
 
 
 
 
 
DONNA COVEY 
Director 
 
Encs 



 
 
 
 
Siobhain McDonagh MP 
House of Commons 
LONDON 
SW1A 0AA 
 
19 September 2000 
 
To:  All Members of the All Party Parliamentary Group 
 
Dear Siobhain 
 
NHS National Plan – Patient Empowerment 
 
I am writing to advise you of the latest developments with regard to the 
Government’s proposal to abolish Community Health Councils.  Patrick Hall 
MP will be contacting you again shortly regarding a date for a meeting of the 
group.  I understand that the Parliamentary Under Secretary of State for 
Health responsible for CHCs, Gisela Stuart, has agreed to meet with the 
group. 
 
In the meantime, you may find the following of interest and assistance. 
 
1] I have attached a model press release regarding the abolition of CHCs.   
 It would be helpful if those MPs concerned about the Government’s  
 proposals could issue this to local media.  If you or your office require  
 further assistance in raising this issue in the media, please contact our  
 Media Officer, Murray Benham on 020 7609 8138. 
 
2] A “four nations” meeting took place last week, involving representatives  
 of CHCs in England and Wales, Health Councils in Scotland and  
 Health and Social Services Councils in Northern Ireland.  It was  

agreed at that meeting that new models for patient empowerment in all 
parts of the UK must meet the following principles: 
 
§ Independence 
§ People focussed 
§ National body to co-ordinate and set standards 
§ Integration 
§ Service wide 
§ Statutory rights 
§ Representative 
§ Transparency 

 
These criteria reflect the concerns about the National Plan which I 
raised with you in my previous letter. 

 



3] ACHCEW has continued to develop our views on the Plan.  Our 
concern is to ensure that the public get the best deal in the Health 
Service, and that any new models incorporate the principles outlined 
above.  We have, as a consequence, begun work on a successor 
structure to CHCs in their current form, that could deliver the proposals 
in the National Plan, and meet our current concerns.  A chart setting 
out this skeleton structure is attached for your information. 

 
4] I also attach an electronic copy of the article which appeared in The 

Guardian setting out our concerns. 
 
I hope that you find this information of assistance.  If you would like further  
Information, or would like to discuss the issues raised, please do not hesitate  
To get in touch. 
 
Yours sincerely  
 
 
 
 
 
DONNA COVEY 
Director 
 
Encs 



 
 
 
 
John McDonnell MP 
House of Commons 
LONDON 
SW1A 0AA 
 
19 September 2000 
 
To:  All Members of the All Party Parliamentary Group 
 
Dear John 
 
NHS National Plan – Patient Empowerment 
 
I am writing to advise you of the latest developments with regard to the 
Government’s proposal to abolish Community Health Councils.  Patrick Hall 
MP will be contacting you again shortly regarding a date for a meeting of the 
group.  I understand that the Parliamentary Under Secretary of State for 
Health responsible for CHCs, Gisela Stuart, has agreed to meet with the 
group. 
 
In the meantime, you may find the following of interest and assistance. 
 
1] I have attached a model press release regarding the abolition of CHCs.   
 It would be helpful if those MPs concerned about the Government’s  
 proposals could issue this to local media.  If you or your office require  
 further assistance in raising this issue in the media, please contact our  
 Media Officer, Murray Benham on 020 7609 8138. 
 
2] A “four nations” meeting took place last week, involving representatives  
 of CHCs in England and Wales, Health Councils in Scotland and  
 Health and Social Services Councils in Northern Ireland.  It was  

agreed at that meeting that new models for patient empowerment in all 
parts of the UK must meet the following principles: 
 
§ Independence 
§ People focussed 
§ National body to co-ordinate and set standards 
§ Integration 
§ Service wide 
§ Statutory rights 
§ Representative 
§ Transparency 

 
These criteria reflect the concerns about the National Plan which I 
raised with you in my previous letter. 

 



3] ACHCEW has continued to develop our views on the Plan.  Our 
concern is to ensure that the public get the best deal in the Health 
Service, and that any new models incorporate the principles outlined 
above.  We have, as a consequence, begun work on a successor 
structure to CHCs in their current form, that could deliver the proposals 
in the National Plan, and meet our current concerns.  A chart setting 
out this skeleton structure is attached for your information. 

 
4] I also attach an electronic copy of the article which appeared in The 

Guardian setting out our concerns. 
 
I hope that you find this information of assistance.  If you would like further  
Information, or would like to discuss the issues raised, please do not hesitate  
To get in touch. 
 
Yours sincerely  
 
 
 
 
 
DONNA COVEY 
Director 
 
Encs 



 
 
 
 
Shona McIsaac MP 
House of Commons 
LONDON 
SW1A 0AA 
 
19 September 2000 
 
To:  All Members of the All Party Parliamentary Group 
 
Dear Shona 
 
NHS National Plan – Patient Empowerment 
 
I am writing to advise you of the latest developments with regard to the 
Government’s proposal to abolish Community Health Councils.  Patrick Hall 
MP will be contacting you again shortly regarding a date for a meeting of the 
group.  I understand that the Parliamentary Under Secretary of State for 
Health responsible for CHCs, Gisela Stuart, has agreed to meet with the 
group. 
 
In the meantime, you may find the following of interest and assistance. 
 
1] I have attached a model press release regarding the abolition of CHCs.   
 It would be helpful if those MPs concerned about the Government’s  
 proposals could issue this to local media.  If you or your office require  
 further assistance in raising this issue in the media, please contact our  
 Media Officer, Murray Benham on 020 7609 8138. 
 
2] A “four nations” meeting took place last week, involving representatives  
 of CHCs in England and Wales, Health Councils in Scotland and  
 Health and Social Services Councils in Northern Ireland.  It was  

agreed at that meeting that new models for patient empowerment in all 
parts of the UK must meet the following principles: 
 
§ Independence 
§ People focussed 
§ National body to co-ordinate and set standards 
§ Integration 
§ Service wide 
§ Statutory rights 
§ Representative 
§ Transparency 

 
These criteria reflect the concerns about the National Plan which I 
raised with you in my previous letter. 

 



3] ACHCEW has continued to develop our views on the Plan.  Our 
concern is to ensure that the public get the best deal in the Health 
Service, and that any new models incorporate the principles outlined 
above.  We have, as a consequence, begun work on a successor 
structure to CHCs in their current form, that could deliver the proposals 
in the National Plan, and meet our current concerns.  A chart setting 
out this skeleton structure is attached for your information. 

 
4] I also attach an electronic copy of the article which appeared in The 

Guardian setting out our concerns. 
 
I hope that you find this information of assistance.  If you would like further  
Information, or would like to discuss the issues raised, please do not hesitate  
To get in touch. 
 
Yours sincerely  
 
 
 
 
 
DONNA COVEY 
Director 
 
Encs 



 
 
 
 
Gillian Merron MP 
House of Commons 
LONDON 
SW1A 0AA 
 
19 September 2000 
 
To:  All Members of the All Party Parliamentary Group 
 
Dear Gillian 
 
NHS National Plan – Patient Empowerment 
 
I am writing to advise you of the latest developments with regard to the 
Government’s proposal to abolish Community Health Councils.  Patrick Hall 
MP will be contacting you again shortly regarding a date for a meeting of the 
group.  I understand that the Parliamentary Under Secretary of State for 
Health responsible for CHCs, Gisela Stuart, has agreed to meet with the 
group. 
 
In the meantime, you may find the following of interest and assistance. 
 
1] I have attached a model press release regarding the abolition of CHCs.   
 It would be helpful if those MPs concerned about the Government’s  
 proposals could issue this to local media.  If you or your office require  
 further assistance in raising this issue in the media, please contact our  
 Media Officer, Murray Benham on 020 7609 8138. 
 
2] A “four nations” meeting took place last week, involving representatives  
 of CHCs in England and Wales, Health Councils in Scotland and  
 Health and Social Services Councils in Northern Ireland.  It was  

agreed at that meeting that new models for patient empowerment in all 
parts of the UK must meet the following principles: 
 
§ Independence 
§ People focussed 
§ National body to co-ordinate and set standards 
§ Integration 
§ Service wide 
§ Statutory rights 
§ Representative 
§ Transparency 

 
These criteria reflect the concerns about the National Plan which I 
raised with you in my previous letter. 

 



3] ACHCEW has continued to develop our views on the Plan.  Our 
concern is to ensure that the public get the best deal in the Health 
Service, and that any new models incorporate the principles outlined 
above.  We have, as a consequence, begun work on a successor 
structure to CHCs in their current form, that could deliver the proposals 
in the National Plan, and meet our current concerns.  A chart setting 
out this skeleton structure is attached for your information. 

 
4] I also attach an electronic copy of the article which appeared in The 

Guardian setting out our concerns. 
 
I hope that you find this information of assistance.  If you would like further  
Information, or would like to discuss the issues raised, please do not hesitate  
To get in touch. 
 
Yours sincerely  
 
 
 
 
 
DONNA COVEY 
Director 
 
Encs 



 
 
 
 
Austin Mitchell MP 
House of Commons 
LONDON 
SW1A 0AA 
 
19 September 2000 
 
To:  All Members of the All Party Parliamentary Group 
 
Dear Austin 
 
NHS National Plan – Patient Empowerment 
 
I am writing to advise you of the latest developments with regard to the 
Government’s proposal to abolish Community Health Councils.  Patrick Hall 
MP will be contacting you again shortly regarding a date for a meeting of the 
group.  I understand that the Parliamentary Under Secretary of State for 
Health responsible for CHCs, Gisela Stuart, has agreed to meet with the 
group. 
 
In the meantime, you may find the following of interest and assistance. 
 
1] I have attached a model press release regarding the abolition of CHCs.   
 It would be helpful if those MPs concerned about the Government’s  
 proposals could issue this to local media.  If you or your office require  
 further assistance in raising this issue in the media, please contact our  
 Media Officer, Murray Benham on 020 7609 8138. 
 
2] A “four nations” meeting took place last week, involving representatives  
 of CHCs in England and Wales, Health Councils in Scotland and  
 Health and Social Services Councils in Northern Ireland.  It was  

agreed at that meeting that new models for patient empowerment in all 
parts of the UK must meet the following principles: 
 
§ Independence 
§ People focussed 
§ National body to co-ordinate and set standards 
§ Integration 
§ Service wide 
§ Statutory rights 
§ Representative 
§ Transparency 

 
These criteria reflect the concerns about the National Plan which I 
raised with you in my previous letter. 

 



3] ACHCEW has continued to develop our views on the Plan.  Our 
concern is to ensure that the public get the best deal in the Health 
Service, and that any new models incorporate the principles outlined 
above.  We have, as a consequence, begun work on a successor 
structure to CHCs in their current form, that could deliver the proposals 
in the National Plan, and meet our current concerns.  A chart setting 
out this skeleton structure is attached for your information. 

 
4] I also attach an electronic copy of the article which appeared in The 

Guardian setting out our concerns. 
 
I hope that you find this information of assistance.  If you would like further  
Information, or would like to discuss the issues raised, please do not hesitate  
To get in touch. 
 
Yours sincerely  
 
 
 
 
 
DONNA COVEY 
Director 
 
Encs 



 
 
 
 
Laura Moffat MP 
House of Commons 
LONDON 
SW1A 0AA 
 
19 September 2000 
 
To:  All Members of the All Party Parliamentary Group 
 
Dear Laura 
 
NHS National Plan – Patient Empowerment 
 
I am writing to advise you of the latest developments with regard to the 
Government’s proposal to abolish Community Health Councils.  Patrick Hall 
MP will be contacting you again shortly regarding a date for a meeting of the 
group.  I understand that the Parliamentary Under Secretary of State for 
Health responsible for CHCs, Gisela Stuart, has agreed to meet with the 
group. 
 
In the meantime, you may find the following of interest and assistance. 
 
1] I have attached a model press release regarding the abolition of CHCs.   
 It would be helpful if those MPs concerned about the Government’s  
 proposals could issue this to local media.  If you or your office require  
 further assistance in raising this issue in the media, please contact our  
 Media Officer, Murray Benham on 020 7609 8138. 
 
2] A “four nations” meeting took place last week, involving representatives  
 of CHCs in England and Wales, Health Councils in Scotland and  
 Health and Social Services Councils in Northern Ireland.  It was  

agreed at that meeting that new models for patient empowerment in all 
parts of the UK must meet the following principles: 
 
§ Independence 
§ People focussed 
§ National body to co-ordinate and set standards 
§ Integration 
§ Service wide 
§ Statutory rights 
§ Representative 
§ Transparency 

 
These criteria reflect the concerns about the National Plan which I 
raised with you in my previous letter. 

 



3] ACHCEW has continued to develop our views on the Plan.  Our 
concern is to ensure that the public get the best deal in the Health 
Service, and that any new models incorporate the principles outlined 
above.  We have, as a consequence, begun work on a successor 
structure to CHCs in their current form, that could deliver the proposals 
in the National Plan, and meet our current concerns.  A chart setting 
out this skeleton structure is attached for your information. 

 
4] I also attach an electronic copy of the article which appeared in The 

Guardian setting out our concerns. 
 
I hope that you find this information of assistance.  If you would like further  
Information, or would like to discuss the issues raised, please do not hesitate  
To get in touch. 
 
Yours sincerely  
 
 
 
 
 
DONNA COVEY 
Director 
 
Encs 



 
 
 
 
Margaret Moran MP 
House of Commons 
LONDON 
SW1A 0AA 
 
19 September 2000 
 
To:  All Members of the All Party Parliamentary Group 
 
Dear Margaret 
 
NHS National Plan – Patient Empowerment 
 
I am writing to advise you of the latest developments with regard to the 
Government’s proposal to abolish Community Health Councils.  Patrick Hall 
MP will be contacting you again shortly regarding a date for a meeting of the 
group.  I understand that the Parliamentary Under Secretary of State for 
Health responsible for CHCs, Gisela Stuart, has agreed to meet with the 
group. 
 
In the meantime, you may find the following of interest and assistance. 
 
1] I have attached a model press release regarding the abolition of CHCs.   
 It would be helpful if those MPs concerned about the Government’s  
 proposals could issue this to local media.  If you or your office require  
 further assistance in raising this issue in the media, please contact our  
 Media Officer, Murray Benham on 020 7609 8138. 
 
2] A “four nations” meeting took place last week, involving representatives  
 of CHCs in England and Wales, Health Councils in Scotland and  
 Health and Social Services Councils in Northern Ireland.  It was  

agreed at that meeting that new models for patient empowerment in all 
parts of the UK must meet the following principles: 
 
§ Independence 
§ People focussed 
§ National body to co-ordinate and set standards 
§ Integration 
§ Service wide 
§ Statutory rights 
§ Representative 
§ Transparency 

 
These criteria reflect the concerns about the National Plan which I 
raised with you in my previous letter. 

 



3] ACHCEW has continued to develop our views on the Plan.  Our 
concern is to ensure that the public get the best deal in the Health 
Service, and that any new models incorporate the principles outlined 
above.  We have, as a consequence, begun work on a successor 
structure to CHCs in their current form, that could deliver the proposals 
in the National Plan, and meet our current concerns.  A chart setting 
out this skeleton structure is attached for your information. 

 
4] I also attach an electronic copy of the article which appeared in The 

Guardian setting out our concerns. 
 
I hope that you find this information of assistance.  If you would like further  
Information, or would like to discuss the issues raised, please do not hesitate  
To get in touch. 
 
Yours sincerely  
 
 
 
 
 
DONNA COVEY 
Director 
 
Encs 



 
 
 
 
Elliot Morley MP 
House of Commons 
LONDON 
SW1A 0AA 
 
19 September 2000 
 
To:  All Members of the All Party Parliamentary Group 
 
Dear Elliot 
 
NHS National Plan – Patient Empowerment 
 
I am writing to advise you of the latest developments with regard to the 
Government’s proposal to abolish Community Health Councils.  Patrick Hall 
MP will be contacting you again shortly regarding a date for a meeting of the 
group.  I understand that the Parliamentary Under Secretary of State for 
Health responsible for CHCs, Gisela Stuart, has agreed to meet with the 
group. 
 
In the meantime, you may find the following of interest and assistance. 
 
1] I have attached a model press release regarding the abolition of CHCs.   
 It would be helpful if those MPs concerned about the Government’s  
 proposals could issue this to local media.  If you or your office require  
 further assistance in raising this issue in the media, please contact our  
 Media Officer, Murray Benham on 020 7609 8138. 
 
2] A “four nations” meeting took place last week, involving representatives  
 of CHCs in England and Wales, Health Councils in Scotland and  
 Health and Social Services Councils in Northern Ireland.  It was  

agreed at that meeting that new models for patient empowerment in all 
parts of the UK must meet the following principles: 
 
§ Independence 
§ People focussed 
§ National body to co-ordinate and set standards 
§ Integration 
§ Service wide 
§ Statutory rights 
§ Representative 
§ Transparency 

 
These criteria reflect the concerns about the National Plan which I 
raised with you in my previous letter. 

 



3] ACHCEW has continued to develop our views on the Plan.  Our 
concern is to ensure that the public get the best deal in the Health 
Service, and that any new models incorporate the principles outlined 
above.  We have, as a consequence, begun work on a successor 
structure to CHCs in their current form, that could deliver the proposals 
in the National Plan, and meet our current concerns.  A chart setting 
out this skeleton structure is attached for your information. 

 
4] I also attach an electronic copy of the article which appeared in The 

Guardian setting out our concerns. 
 
I hope that you find this information of assistance.  If you would like further  
Information, or would like to discuss the issues raised, please do not hesitate  
To get in touch. 
 
Yours sincerely  
 
 
 
 
 
DONNA COVEY 
Director 
 
Encs 



 
 
 
 
Paul Murphy MP 
House of Commons 
LONDON 
SW1A 0AA 
 
19 September 2000 
 
To:  All Members of the All Party Parliamentary Group 
 
Dear Paul 
 
NHS National Plan – Patient Empowerment 
 
I am writing to advise you of the latest developments with regard to the 
Government’s proposal to abolish Community Health Councils.  Patrick Hall 
MP will be contacting you again shortly regarding a date for a meeting of the 
group.  I understand that the Parliamentary Under Secretary of State for 
Health responsible for CHCs, Gisela Stuart, has agreed to meet with the 
group. 
 
In the meantime, you may find the following of interest and assistance. 
 
1] I have attached a model press release regarding the abolition of CHCs.   
 It would be helpful if those MPs concerned about the Government’s  
 proposals could issue this to local media.  If you or your office require  
 further assistance in raising this issue in the media, please contact our  
 Media Officer, Murray Benham on 020 7609 8138. 
 
2] A “four nations” meeting took place last week, involving representatives  
 of CHCs in England and Wales, Health Councils in Scotland and  
 Health and Social Services Councils in Northern Ireland.  It was  

agreed at that meeting that new models for patient empowerment in all 
parts of the UK must meet the following principles: 
 
§ Independence 
§ People focussed 
§ National body to co-ordinate and set standards 
§ Integration 
§ Service wide 
§ Statutory rights 
§ Representative 
§ Transparency 

 
These criteria reflect the concerns about the National Plan which I 
raised with you in my previous letter. 

 



3] ACHCEW has continued to develop our views on the Plan.  Our 
concern is to ensure that the public get the best deal in the Health 
Service, and that any new models incorporate the principles outlined 
above.  We have, as a consequence, begun work on a successor 
structure to CHCs in their current form, that could deliver the proposals 
in the National Plan, and meet our current concerns.  A chart setting 
out this skeleton structure is attached for your information. 

 
4] I also attach an electronic copy of the article which appeared in The 

Guardian setting out our concerns. 
 
I hope that you find this information of assistance.  If you would like further  
Information, or would like to discuss the issues raised, please do not hesitate  
To get in touch. 
 
Yours sincerely  
 
 
 
 
 
DONNA COVEY 
Director 
 
Encs 



 
 
 
 
Doug Naysmith MP 
House of Commons 
LONDON 
SW1A 0AA 
 
19 September 2000 
 
To:  All Members of the All Party Parliamentary Group 
 
Dear Doug 
 
NHS National Plan – Patient Empowerment 
 
I am writing to advise you of the latest developments with regard to the 
Government’s proposal to abolish Community Health Councils.  Patrick Hall 
MP will be contacting you again shortly regarding a date for a meeting of the 
group.  I understand that the Parliamentary Under Secretary of State for 
Health responsible for CHCs, Gisela Stuart, has agreed to meet with the 
group. 
 
In the meantime, you may find the following of interest and assistance. 
 
1] I have attached a model press release regarding the abolition of CHCs.   
 It would be helpful if those MPs concerned about the Government’s  
 proposals could issue this to local media.  If you or your office require  
 further assistance in raising this issue in the media, please contact our  
 Media Officer, Murray Benham on 020 7609 8138. 
 
2] A “four nations” meeting took place last week, involving representatives  
 of CHCs in England and Wales, Health Councils in Scotland and  
 Health and Social Services Councils in Northern Ireland.  It was  

agreed at that meeting that new models for patient empowerment in all 
parts of the UK must meet the following principles: 
 
§ Independence 
§ People focussed 
§ National body to co-ordinate and set standards 
§ Integration 
§ Service wide 
§ Statutory rights 
§ Representative 
§ Transparency 

 
These criteria reflect the concerns about the National Plan which I 
raised with you in my previous letter. 

 



3] ACHCEW has continued to develop our views on the Plan.  Our 
concern is to ensure that the public get the best deal in the Health 
Service, and that any new models incorporate the principles outlined 
above.  We have, as a consequence, begun work on a successor 
structure to CHCs in their current form, that could deliver the proposals 
in the National Plan, and meet our current concerns.  A chart setting 
out this skeleton structure is attached for your information. 

 
4] I also attach an electronic copy of the article which appeared in The 

Guardian setting out our concerns. 
 
I hope that you find this information of assistance.  If you would like further  
Information, or would like to discuss the issues raised, please do not hesitate  
To get in touch. 
 
Yours sincerely  
 
 
 
 
 
DONNA COVEY 
Director 
 
Encs 



 
 
 
 
Michael O'Brien MP 
House of Commons 
LONDON 
SW1A 0AA 
 
19 September 2000 
 
To:  All Members of the All Party Parliamentary Group 
 
Dear Michael 
 
NHS National Plan – Patient Empowerment 
 
I am writing to advise you of the latest developments with regard to the 
Government’s proposal to abolish Community Health Councils.  Patrick Hall 
MP will be contacting you again shortly regarding a date for a meeting of the 
group.  I understand that the Parliamentary Under Secretary of State for 
Health responsible for CHCs, Gisela Stuart, has agreed to meet with the 
group. 
 
In the meantime, you may find the following of interest and assistance. 
 
1] I have attached a model press release regarding the abolition of CHCs.   
 It would be helpful if those MPs concerned about the Government’s  
 proposals could issue this to local media.  If you or your office require  
 further assistance in raising this issue in the media, please contact our  
 Media Officer, Murray Benham on 020 7609 8138. 
 
2] A “four nations” meeting took place last week, involving representatives  
 of CHCs in England and Wales, Health Councils in Scotland and  
 Health and Social Services Councils in Northern Ireland.  It was  

agreed at that meeting that new models for patient empowerment in all 
parts of the UK must meet the following principles: 
 
§ Independence 
§ People focussed 
§ National body to co-ordinate and set standards 
§ Integration 
§ Service wide 
§ Statutory rights 
§ Representative 
§ Transparency 

 
These criteria reflect the concerns about the National Plan which I 
raised with you in my previous letter. 

 



3] ACHCEW has continued to develop our views on the Plan.  Our 
concern is to ensure that the public get the best deal in the Health 
Service, and that any new models incorporate the principles outlined 
above.  We have, as a consequence, begun work on a successor 
structure to CHCs in their current form, that could deliver the proposals 
in the National Plan, and meet our current concerns.  A chart setting 
out this skeleton structure is attached for your information. 

 
4] I also attach an electronic copy of the article which appeared in The 

Guardian setting out our concerns. 
 
I hope that you find this information of assistance.  If you would like further  
Information, or would like to discuss the issues raised, please do not hesitate  
To get in touch. 
 
Yours sincerely  
 
 
 
 
 
DONNA COVEY 
Director 
 
Encs 



 
 
 
 
William O'Brien MP 
House of Commons 
LONDON 
SW1A 0AA 
 
19 September 2000 
 
To:  All Members of the All Party Parliamentary Group 
 
Dear William 
 
NHS National Plan – Patient Empowerment 
 
I am writing to advise you of the latest developments with regard to the 
Government’s proposal to abolish Community Health Councils.  Patrick Hall 
MP will be contacting you again shortly regarding a date for a meeting of the 
group.  I understand that the Parliamentary Under Secretary of State for 
Health responsible for CHCs, Gisela Stuart, has agreed to meet with the 
group. 
 
In the meantime, you may find the following of interest and assistance. 
 
1] I have attached a model press release regarding the abolition of CHCs.   
 It would be helpful if those MPs concerned about the Government’s  
 proposals could issue this to local media.  If you or your office require  
 further assistance in raising this issue in the media, please contact our  
 Media Officer, Murray Benham on 020 7609 8138. 
 
2] A “four nations” meeting took place last week, involving representatives  
 of CHCs in England and Wales, Health Councils in Scotland and  
 Health and Social Services Councils in Northern Ireland.  It was  

agreed at that meeting that new models for patient empowerment in all 
parts of the UK must meet the following principles: 
 
§ Independence 
§ People focussed 
§ National body to co-ordinate and set standards 
§ Integration 
§ Service wide 
§ Statutory rights 
§ Representative 
§ Transparency 

 
These criteria reflect the concerns about the National Plan which I 
raised with you in my previous letter. 

 



3] ACHCEW has continued to develop our views on the Plan.  Our 
concern is to ensure that the public get the best deal in the Health 
Service, and that any new models incorporate the principles outlined 
above.  We have, as a consequence, begun work on a successor 
structure to CHCs in their current form, that could deliver the proposals 
in the National Plan, and meet our current concerns.  A chart setting 
out this skeleton structure is attached for your information. 

 
4] I also attach an electronic copy of the article which appeared in The 

Guardian setting out our concerns. 
 
I hope that you find this information of assistance.  If you would like further  
Information, or would like to discuss the issues raised, please do not hesitate  
To get in touch. 
 
Yours sincerely  
 
 
 
 
 
DONNA COVEY 
Director 
 
Encs 



 
 
 
 
Edward O'Hara MP 
House of Commons 
LONDON 
SW1A 0AA 
 
19 September 2000 
 
To:  All Members of the All Party Parliamentary Group 
 
Dear Edward 
 
NHS National Plan – Patient Empowerment 
 
I am writing to advise you of the latest developments with regard to the 
Government’s proposal to abolish Community Health Councils.  Patrick Hall 
MP will be contacting you again shortly regarding a date for a meeting of the 
group.  I understand that the Parliamentary Under Secretary of State for 
Health responsible for CHCs, Gisela Stuart, has agreed to meet with the 
group. 
 
In the meantime, you may find the following of interest and assistance. 
 
1] I have attached a model press release regarding the abolition of CHCs.   
 It would be helpful if those MPs concerned about the Government’s  
 proposals could issue this to local media.  If you or your office require  
 further assistance in raising this issue in the media, please contact our  
 Media Officer, Murray Benham on 020 7609 8138. 
 
2] A “four nations” meeting took place last week, involving representatives  
 of CHCs in England and Wales, Health Councils in Scotland and  
 Health and Social Services Councils in Northern Ireland.  It was  

agreed at that meeting that new models for patient empowerment in all 
parts of the UK must meet the following principles: 
 
§ Independence 
§ People focussed 
§ National body to co-ordinate and set standards 
§ Integration 
§ Service wide 
§ Statutory rights 
§ Representative 
§ Transparency 

 
These criteria reflect the concerns about the National Plan which I 
raised with you in my previous letter. 

 



3] ACHCEW has continued to develop our views on the Plan.  Our 
concern is to ensure that the public get the best deal in the Health 
Service, and that any new models incorporate the principles outlined 
above.  We have, as a consequence, begun work on a successor 
structure to CHCs in their current form, that could deliver the proposals 
in the National Plan, and meet our current concerns.  A chart setting 
out this skeleton structure is attached for your information. 

 
4] I also attach an electronic copy of the article which appeared in The 

Guardian setting out our concerns. 
 
I hope that you find this information of assistance.  If you would like further  
Information, or would like to discuss the issues raised, please do not hesitate  
To get in touch. 
 
Yours sincerely  
 
 
 
 
 
DONNA COVEY 
Director 
 
Encs 



 
 
 
 
Mark Oaten MP 
House of Commons 
LONDON 
SW1A 0AA 
 
19 September 2000 
 
To:  All Members of the All Party Parliamentary Group 
 
Dear Mark 
 
NHS National Plan – Patient Empowerment 
 
I am writing to advise you of the latest developments with regard to the 
Government’s proposal to abolish Community Health Councils.  Patrick Hall 
MP will be contacting you again shortly regarding a date for a meeting of the 
group.  I understand that the Parliamentary Under Secretary of State for 
Health responsible for CHCs, Gisela Stuart, has agreed to meet with the 
group. 
 
In the meantime, you may find the following of interest and assistance. 
 
1] I have attached a model press release regarding the abolition of CHCs.   
 It would be helpful if those MPs concerned about the Government’s  
 proposals could issue this to local media.  If you or your office require  
 further assistance in raising this issue in the media, please contact our  
 Media Officer, Murray Benham on 020 7609 8138. 
 
2] A “four nations” meeting took place last week, involving representatives  
 of CHCs in England and Wales, Health Councils in Scotland and  
 Health and Social Services Councils in Northern Ireland.  It was  

agreed at that meeting that new models for patient empowerment in all 
parts of the UK must meet the following principles: 
 
§ Independence 
§ People focussed 
§ National body to co-ordinate and set standards 
§ Integration 
§ Service wide 
§ Statutory rights 
§ Representative 
§ Transparency 

 
These criteria reflect the concerns about the National Plan which I 
raised with you in my previous letter. 

 



3] ACHCEW has continued to develop our views on the Plan.  Our 
concern is to ensure that the public get the best deal in the Health 
Service, and that any new models incorporate the principles outlined 
above.  We have, as a consequence, begun work on a successor 
structure to CHCs in their current form, that could deliver the proposals 
in the National Plan, and meet our current concerns.  A chart setting 
out this skeleton structure is attached for your information. 

 
4] I also attach an electronic copy of the article which appeared in The 

Guardian setting out our concerns. 
 
I hope that you find this information of assistance.  If you would like further  
Information, or would like to discuss the issues raised, please do not hesitate  
To get in touch. 
 
Yours sincerely  
 
 
 
 
 
DONNA COVEY 
Director 
 
Encs 



 
 
 
 
William Olner MP 
House of Commons 
LONDON 
SW1A 0AA 
 
19 September 2000 
 
To:  All Members of the All Party Parliamentary Group 
 
Dear William 
 
NHS National Plan – Patient Empowerment 
 
I am writing to advise you of the latest developments with regard to the 
Government’s proposal to abolish Community Health Councils.  Patrick Hall 
MP will be contacting you again shortly regarding a date for a meeting of the 
group.  I understand that the Parliamentary Under Secretary of State for 
Health responsible for CHCs, Gisela Stuart, has agreed to meet with the 
group. 
 
In the meantime, you may find the following of interest and assistance. 
 
1] I have attached a model press release regarding the abolition of CHCs.   
 It would be helpful if those MPs concerned about the Government’s  
 proposals could issue this to local media.  If you or your office require  
 further assistance in raising this issue in the media, please contact our  
 Media Officer, Murray Benham on 020 7609 8138. 
 
2] A “four nations” meeting took place last week, involving representatives  
 of CHCs in England and Wales, Health Councils in Scotland and  
 Health and Social Services Councils in Northern Ireland.  It was  

agreed at that meeting that new models for patient empowerment in all 
parts of the UK must meet the following principles: 
 
§ Independence 
§ People focussed 
§ National body to co-ordinate and set standards 
§ Integration 
§ Service wide 
§ Statutory rights 
§ Representative 
§ Transparency 

 
These criteria reflect the concerns about the National Plan which I 
raised with you in my previous letter. 

 



3] ACHCEW has continued to develop our views on the Plan.  Our 
concern is to ensure that the public get the best deal in the Health 
Service, and that any new models incorporate the principles outlined 
above.  We have, as a consequence, begun work on a successor 
structure to CHCs in their current form, that could deliver the proposals 
in the National Plan, and meet our current concerns.  A chart setting 
out this skeleton structure is attached for your information. 

 
4] I also attach an electronic copy of the article which appeared in The 

Guardian setting out our concerns. 
 
I hope that you find this information of assistance.  If you would like further  
Information, or would like to discuss the issues raised, please do not hesitate  
To get in touch. 
 
Yours sincerely  
 
 
 
 
 
DONNA COVEY 
Director 
 
Encs 



 
 
 
 
Lembit Opik MP 
House of Commons 
LONDON 
SW1A 0AA 
 
19 September 2000 
 
To:  All Members of the All Party Parliamentary Group 
 
Dear Lembit 
 
NHS National Plan – Patient Empowerment 
 
I am writing to advise you of the latest developments with regard to the 
Government’s proposal to abolish Community Health Councils.  Patrick Hall 
MP will be contacting you again shortly regarding a date for a meeting of the 
group.  I understand that the Parliamentary Under Secretary of State for 
Health responsible for CHCs, Gisela Stuart, has agreed to meet with the 
group. 
 
In the meantime, you may find the following of interest and assistance. 
 
1] I have attached a model press release regarding the abolition of CHCs.   
 It would be helpful if those MPs concerned about the Government’s  
 proposals could issue this to local media.  If you or your office require  
 further assistance in raising this issue in the media, please contact our  
 Media Officer, Murray Benham on 020 7609 8138. 
 
2] A “four nations” meeting took place last week, involving representatives  
 of CHCs in England and Wales, Health Councils in Scotland and  
 Health and Social Services Councils in Northern Ireland.  It was  

agreed at that meeting that new models for patient empowerment in all 
parts of the UK must meet the following principles: 
 
§ Independence 
§ People focussed 
§ National body to co-ordinate and set standards 
§ Integration 
§ Service wide 
§ Statutory rights 
§ Representative 
§ Transparency 

 
These criteria reflect the concerns about the National Plan which I 
raised with you in my previous letter. 

 



3] ACHCEW has continued to develop our views on the Plan.  Our 
concern is to ensure that the public get the best deal in the Health 
Service, and that any new models incorporate the principles outlined 
above.  We have, as a consequence, begun work on a successor 
structure to CHCs in their current form, that could deliver the proposals 
in the National Plan, and meet our current concerns.  A chart setting 
out this skeleton structure is attached for your information. 

 
4] I also attach an electronic copy of the article which appeared in The 

Guardian setting out our concerns. 
 
I hope that you find this information of assistance.  If you would like further  
Information, or would like to discuss the issues raised, please do not hesitate  
To get in touch. 
 
Yours sincerely  
 
 
 
 
 
DONNA COVEY 
Director 
 
Encs 



 
 
 
 
Diana Organ MP 
House of Commons 
LONDON 
SW1A 0AA 
 
19 September 2000 
 
To:  All Members of the All Party Parliamentary Group 
 
Dear Diana 
 
NHS National Plan – Patient Empowerment 
 
I am writing to advise you of the latest developments with regard to the 
Government’s proposal to abolish Community Health Councils.  Patrick Hall 
MP will be contacting you again shortly regarding a date for a meeting of the 
group.  I understand that the Parliamentary Under Secretary of State for 
Health responsible for CHCs, Gisela Stuart, has agreed to meet with the 
group. 
 
In the meantime, you may find the following of interest and assistance. 
 
1] I have attached a model press release regarding the abolition of CHCs.   
 It would be helpful if those MPs concerned about the Government’s  
 proposals could issue this to local media.  If you or your office require  
 further assistance in raising this issue in the media, please contact our  
 Media Officer, Murray Benham on 020 7609 8138. 
 
2] A “four nations” meeting took place last week, involving representatives  
 of CHCs in England and Wales, Health Councils in Scotland and  
 Health and Social Services Councils in Northern Ireland.  It was  

agreed at that meeting that new models for patient empowerment in all 
parts of the UK must meet the following principles: 
 
§ Independence 
§ People focussed 
§ National body to co-ordinate and set standards 
§ Integration 
§ Service wide 
§ Statutory rights 
§ Representative 
§ Transparency 

 
These criteria reflect the concerns about the National Plan which I 
raised with you in my previous letter. 

 



3] ACHCEW has continued to develop our views on the Plan.  Our 
concern is to ensure that the public get the best deal in the Health 
Service, and that any new models incorporate the principles outlined 
above.  We have, as a consequence, begun work on a successor 
structure to CHCs in their current form, that could deliver the proposals 
in the National Plan, and meet our current concerns.  A chart setting 
out this skeleton structure is attached for your information. 

 
4] I also attach an electronic copy of the article which appeared in The 

Guardian setting out our concerns. 
 
I hope that you find this information of assistance.  If you would like further  
Information, or would like to discuss the issues raised, please do not hesitate  
To get in touch. 
 
Yours sincerely  
 
 
 
 
 
DONNA COVEY 
Director 
 
Encs 



 
 
 
 
Ian Pearson MP 
House of Commons 
LONDON 
SW1A 0AA 
 
19 September 2000 
 
To:  All Members of the All Party Parliamentary Group 
 
Dear Ian 
 
NHS National Plan – Patient Empowerment 
 
I am writing to advise you of the latest developments with regard to the 
Government’s proposal to abolish Community Health Councils.  Patrick Hall 
MP will be contacting you again shortly regarding a date for a meeting of the 
group.  I understand that the Parliamentary Under Secretary of State for 
Health responsible for CHCs, Gisela Stuart, has agreed to meet with the 
group. 
 
In the meantime, you may find the following of interest and assistance. 
 
1] I have attached a model press release regarding the abolition of CHCs.   
 It would be helpful if those MPs concerned about the Government’s  
 proposals could issue this to local media.  If you or your office require  
 further assistance in raising this issue in the media, please contact our  
 Media Officer, Murray Benham on 020 7609 8138. 
 
2] A “four nations” meeting took place last week, involving representatives  
 of CHCs in England and Wales, Health Councils in Scotland and  
 Health and Social Services Councils in Northern Ireland.  It was  

agreed at that meeting that new models for patient empowerment in all 
parts of the UK must meet the following principles: 
 
§ Independence 
§ People focussed 
§ National body to co-ordinate and set standards 
§ Integration 
§ Service wide 
§ Statutory rights 
§ Representative 
§ Transparency 

 
These criteria reflect the concerns about the National Plan which I 
raised with you in my previous letter. 

 



3] ACHCEW has continued to develop our views on the Plan.  Our 
concern is to ensure that the public get the best deal in the Health 
Service, and that any new models incorporate the principles outlined 
above.  We have, as a consequence, begun work on a successor 
structure to CHCs in their current form, that could deliver the proposals 
in the National Plan, and meet our current concerns.  A chart setting 
out this skeleton structure is attached for your information. 

 
4] I also attach an electronic copy of the article which appeared in The 

Guardian setting out our concerns. 
 
I hope that you find this information of assistance.  If you would like further  
Information, or would like to discuss the issues raised, please do not hesitate  
To get in touch. 
 
Yours sincerely  
 
 
 
 
 
DONNA COVEY 
Director 
 
Encs 



 
 
 
 
Tom Pendry MP 
House of Commons 
LONDON 
SW1A 0AA 
 
19 September 2000 
 
To:  All Members of the All Party Parliamentary Group 
 
Dear Tom 
 
NHS National Plan – Patient Empowerment 
 
I am writing to advise you of the latest developments with regard to the 
Government’s proposal to abolish Community Health Councils.  Patrick Hall 
MP will be contacting you again shortly regarding a date for a meeting of the 
group.  I understand that the Parliamentary Under Secretary of State for 
Health responsible for CHCs, Gisela Stuart, has agreed to meet with the 
group. 
 
In the meantime, you may find the following of interest and assistance. 
 
1] I have attached a model press release regarding the abolition of CHCs.   
 It would be helpful if those MPs concerned about the Government’s  
 proposals could issue this to local media.  If you or your office require  
 further assistance in raising this issue in the media, please contact our  
 Media Officer, Murray Benham on 020 7609 8138. 
 
2] A “four nations” meeting took place last week, involving representatives  
 of CHCs in England and Wales, Health Councils in Scotland and  
 Health and Social Services Councils in Northern Ireland.  It was  

agreed at that meeting that new models for patient empowerment in all 
parts of the UK must meet the following principles: 
 
§ Independence 
§ People focussed 
§ National body to co-ordinate and set standards 
§ Integration 
§ Service wide 
§ Statutory rights 
§ Representative 
§ Transparency 

 
These criteria reflect the concerns about the National Plan which I 
raised with you in my previous letter. 

 



3] ACHCEW has continued to develop our views on the Plan.  Our 
concern is to ensure that the public get the best deal in the Health 
Service, and that any new models incorporate the principles outlined 
above.  We have, as a consequence, begun work on a successor 
structure to CHCs in their current form, that could deliver the proposals 
in the National Plan, and meet our current concerns.  A chart setting 
out this skeleton structure is attached for your information. 

 
4] I also attach an electronic copy of the article which appeared in The 

Guardian setting out our concerns. 
 
I hope that you find this information of assistance.  If you would like further  
Information, or would like to discuss the issues raised, please do not hesitate  
To get in touch. 
 
Yours sincerely  
 
 
 
 
 
DONNA COVEY 
Director 
 
Encs 



 
 
 
 
Linda Perham MP 
House of Commons 
LONDON 
SW1A 0AA 
 
19 September 2000 
 
To:  All Members of the All Party Parliamentary Group 
 
Dear Linda 
 
NHS National Plan – Patient Empowerment 
 
I am writing to advise you of the latest developments with regard to the 
Government’s proposal to abolish Community Health Councils.  Patrick Hall 
MP will be contacting you again shortly regarding a date for a meeting of the 
group.  I understand that the Parliamentary Under Secretary of State for 
Health responsible for CHCs, Gisela Stuart, has agreed to meet with the 
group. 
 
In the meantime, you may find the following of interest and assistance. 
 
1] I have attached a model press release regarding the abolition of CHCs.   
 It would be helpful if those MPs concerned about the Government’s  
 proposals could issue this to local media.  If you or your office require  
 further assistance in raising this issue in the media, please contact our  
 Media Officer, Murray Benham on 020 7609 8138. 
 
2] A “four nations” meeting took place last week, involving representatives  
 of CHCs in England and Wales, Health Councils in Scotland and  
 Health and Social Services Councils in Northern Ireland.  It was  

agreed at that meeting that new models for patient empowerment in all 
parts of the UK must meet the following principles: 
 
§ Independence 
§ People focussed 
§ National body to co-ordinate and set standards 
§ Integration 
§ Service wide 
§ Statutory rights 
§ Representative 
§ Transparency 

 
These criteria reflect the concerns about the National Plan which I 
raised with you in my previous letter. 

 



3] ACHCEW has continued to develop our views on the Plan.  Our 
concern is to ensure that the public get the best deal in the Health 
Service, and that any new models incorporate the principles outlined 
above.  We have, as a consequence, begun work on a successor 
structure to CHCs in their current form, that could deliver the proposals 
in the National Plan, and meet our current concerns.  A chart setting 
out this skeleton structure is attached for your information. 

 
4] I also attach an electronic copy of the article which appeared in The 

Guardian setting out our concerns. 
 
I hope that you find this information of assistance.  If you would like further  
Information, or would like to discuss the issues raised, please do not hesitate  
To get in touch. 
 
Yours sincerely  
 
 
 
 
 
DONNA COVEY 
Director 
 
Encs 



 
 
 
 
Eric Pickles MP 
House of Commons 
LONDON 
SW1A 0AA 
 
19 September 2000 
 
To:  All Members of the All Party Parliamentary Group 
 
Dear Eric 
 
NHS National Plan – Patient Empowerment 
 
I am writing to advise you of the latest developments with regard to the 
Government’s proposal to abolish Community Health Councils.  Patrick Hall 
MP will be contacting you again shortly regarding a date for a meeting of the 
group.  I understand that the Parliamentary Under Secretary of State for 
Health responsible for CHCs, Gisela Stuart, has agreed to meet with the 
group. 
 
In the meantime, you may find the following of interest and assistance. 
 
1] I have attached a model press release regarding the abolition of CHCs.   
 It would be helpful if those MPs concerned about the Government’s  
 proposals could issue this to local media.  If you or your office require  
 further assistance in raising this issue in the media, please contact our  
 Media Officer, Murray Benham on 020 7609 8138. 
 
2] A “four nations” meeting took place last week, involving representatives  
 of CHCs in England and Wales, Health Councils in Scotland and  
 Health and Social Services Councils in Northern Ireland.  It was  

agreed at that meeting that new models for patient empowerment in all 
parts of the UK must meet the following principles: 
 
§ Independence 
§ People focussed 
§ National body to co-ordinate and set standards 
§ Integration 
§ Service wide 
§ Statutory rights 
§ Representative 
§ Transparency 

 
These criteria reflect the concerns about the National Plan which I 
raised with you in my previous letter. 

 



3] ACHCEW has continued to develop our views on the Plan.  Our 
concern is to ensure that the public get the best deal in the Health 
Service, and that any new models incorporate the principles outlined 
above.  We have, as a consequence, begun work on a successor 
structure to CHCs in their current form, that could deliver the proposals 
in the National Plan, and meet our current concerns.  A chart setting 
out this skeleton structure is attached for your information. 

 
4] I also attach an electronic copy of the article which appeared in The 

Guardian setting out our concerns. 
 
I hope that you find this information of assistance.  If you would like further  
Information, or would like to discuss the issues raised, please do not hesitate  
To get in touch. 
 
Yours sincerely  
 
 
 
 
 
DONNA COVEY 
Director 
 
Encs 



 
 
 
 
Colin Pickthall MP 
House of Commons 
LONDON 
SW1A 0AA 
 
19 September 2000 
 
To:  All Members of the All Party Parliamentary Group 
 
Dear Colin 
 
NHS National Plan – Patient Empowerment 
 
I am writing to advise you of the latest developments with regard to the 
Government’s proposal to abolish Community Health Councils.  Patrick Hall 
MP will be contacting you again shortly regarding a date for a meeting of the 
group.  I understand that the Parliamentary Under Secretary of State for 
Health responsible for CHCs, Gisela Stuart, has agreed to meet with the 
group. 
 
In the meantime, you may find the following of interest and assistance. 
 
1] I have attached a model press release regarding the abolition of CHCs.   
 It would be helpful if those MPs concerned about the Government’s  
 proposals could issue this to local media.  If you or your office require  
 further assistance in raising this issue in the media, please contact our  
 Media Officer, Murray Benham on 020 7609 8138. 
 
2] A “four nations” meeting took place last week, involving representatives  
 of CHCs in England and Wales, Health Councils in Scotland and  
 Health and Social Services Councils in Northern Ireland.  It was  

agreed at that meeting that new models for patient empowerment in all 
parts of the UK must meet the following principles: 
 
§ Independence 
§ People focussed 
§ National body to co-ordinate and set standards 
§ Integration 
§ Service wide 
§ Statutory rights 
§ Representative 
§ Transparency 

 
These criteria reflect the concerns about the National Plan which I 
raised with you in my previous letter. 

 



3] ACHCEW has continued to develop our views on the Plan.  Our 
concern is to ensure that the public get the best deal in the Health 
Service, and that any new models incorporate the principles outlined 
above.  We have, as a consequence, begun work on a successor 
structure to CHCs in their current form, that could deliver the proposals 
in the National Plan, and meet our current concerns.  A chart setting 
out this skeleton structure is attached for your information. 

 
4] I also attach an electronic copy of the article which appeared in The 

Guardian setting out our concerns. 
 
I hope that you find this information of assistance.  If you would like further  
Information, or would like to discuss the issues raised, please do not hesitate  
To get in touch. 
 
Yours sincerely  
 
 
 
 
 
DONNA COVEY 
Director 
 
Encs 



 
 
 
 
Peter Pike MP 
House of Commons 
LONDON 
SW1A 0AA 
 
19 September 2000 
 
To:  All Members of the All Party Parliamentary Group 
 
Dear Peter 
 
NHS National Plan – Patient Empowerment 
 
I am writing to advise you of the latest developments with regard to the 
Government’s proposal to abolish Community Health Councils.  Patrick Hall 
MP will be contacting you again shortly regarding a date for a meeting of the 
group.  I understand that the Parliamentary Under Secretary of State for 
Health responsible for CHCs, Gisela Stuart, has agreed to meet with the 
group. 
 
In the meantime, you may find the following of interest and assistance. 
 
1] I have attached a model press release regarding the abolition of CHCs.   
 It would be helpful if those MPs concerned about the Government’s  
 proposals could issue this to local media.  If you or your office require  
 further assistance in raising this issue in the media, please contact our  
 Media Officer, Murray Benham on 020 7609 8138. 
 
2] A “four nations” meeting took place last week, involving representatives  
 of CHCs in England and Wales, Health Councils in Scotland and  
 Health and Social Services Councils in Northern Ireland.  It was  

agreed at that meeting that new models for patient empowerment in all 
parts of the UK must meet the following principles: 
 
§ Independence 
§ People focussed 
§ National body to co-ordinate and set standards 
§ Integration 
§ Service wide 
§ Statutory rights 
§ Representative 
§ Transparency 

 
These criteria reflect the concerns about the National Plan which I 
raised with you in my previous letter. 

 



3] ACHCEW has continued to develop our views on the Plan.  Our 
concern is to ensure that the public get the best deal in the Health 
Service, and that any new models incorporate the principles outlined 
above.  We have, as a consequence, begun work on a successor 
structure to CHCs in their current form, that could deliver the proposals 
in the National Plan, and meet our current concerns.  A chart setting 
out this skeleton structure is attached for your information. 

 
4] I also attach an electronic copy of the article which appeared in The 

Guardian setting out our concerns. 
 
I hope that you find this information of assistance.  If you would like further  
Information, or would like to discuss the issues raised, please do not hesitate  
To get in touch. 
 
Yours sincerely  
 
 
 
 
 
DONNA COVEY 
Director 
 
Encs 



 
 
 
 
James Plaskitt MP 
House of Commons 
LONDON 
SW1A 0AA 
 
19 September 2000 
 
To:  All Members of the All Party Parliamentary Group 
 
Dear James 
 
NHS National Plan – Patient Empowerment 
 
I am writing to advise you of the latest developments with regard to the 
Government’s proposal to abolish Community Health Councils.  Patrick Hall 
MP will be contacting you again shortly regarding a date for a meeting of the 
group.  I understand that the Parliamentary Under Secretary of State for 
Health responsible for CHCs, Gisela Stuart, has agreed to meet with the 
group. 
 
In the meantime, you may find the following of interest and assistance. 
 
1] I have attached a model press release regarding the abolition of CHCs.   
 It would be helpful if those MPs concerned about the Government’s  
 proposals could issue this to local media.  If you or your office require  
 further assistance in raising this issue in the media, please contact our  
 Media Officer, Murray Benham on 020 7609 8138. 
 
2] A “four nations” meeting took place last week, involving representatives  
 of CHCs in England and Wales, Health Councils in Scotland and  
 Health and Social Services Councils in Northern Ireland.  It was  

agreed at that meeting that new models for patient empowerment in all 
parts of the UK must meet the following principles: 
 
§ Independence 
§ People focussed 
§ National body to co-ordinate and set standards 
§ Integration 
§ Service wide 
§ Statutory rights 
§ Representative 
§ Transparency 

 
These criteria reflect the concerns about the National Plan which I 
raised with you in my previous letter. 

 



3] ACHCEW has continued to develop our views on the Plan.  Our 
concern is to ensure that the public get the best deal in the Health 
Service, and that any new models incorporate the principles outlined 
above.  We have, as a consequence, begun work on a successor 
structure to CHCs in their current form, that could deliver the proposals 
in the National Plan, and meet our current concerns.  A chart setting 
out this skeleton structure is attached for your information. 

 
4] I also attach an electronic copy of the article which appeared in The 

Guardian setting out our concerns. 
 
I hope that you find this information of assistance.  If you would like further  
Information, or would like to discuss the issues raised, please do not hesitate  
To get in touch. 
 
Yours sincerely  
 
 
 
 
 
DONNA COVEY 
Director 
 
Encs 



 
 
 
 
Kerry Pollard MP 
House of Commons 
LONDON 
SW1A 0AA 
 
19 September 2000 
 
To:  All Members of the All Party Parliamentary Group 
 
Dear Kerry 
 
NHS National Plan – Patient Empowerment 
 
I am writing to advise you of the latest developments with regard to the 
Government’s proposal to abolish Community Health Councils.  Patrick Hall 
MP will be contacting you again shortly regarding a date for a meeting of the 
group.  I understand that the Parliamentary Under Secretary of State for 
Health responsible for CHCs, Gisela Stuart, has agreed to meet with the 
group. 
 
In the meantime, you may find the following of interest and assistance. 
 
1] I have attached a model press release regarding the abolition of CHCs.   
 It would be helpful if those MPs concerned about the Government’s  
 proposals could issue this to local media.  If you or your office require  
 further assistance in raising this issue in the media, please contact our  
 Media Officer, Murray Benham on 020 7609 8138. 
 
2] A “four nations” meeting took place last week, involving representatives  
 of CHCs in England and Wales, Health Councils in Scotland and  
 Health and Social Services Councils in Northern Ireland.  It was  

agreed at that meeting that new models for patient empowerment in all 
parts of the UK must meet the following principles: 
 
§ Independence 
§ People focussed 
§ National body to co-ordinate and set standards 
§ Integration 
§ Service wide 
§ Statutory rights 
§ Representative 
§ Transparency 

 
These criteria reflect the concerns about the National Plan which I 
raised with you in my previous letter. 

 



3] ACHCEW has continued to develop our views on the Plan.  Our 
concern is to ensure that the public get the best deal in the Health 
Service, and that any new models incorporate the principles outlined 
above.  We have, as a consequence, begun work on a successor 
structure to CHCs in their current form, that could deliver the proposals 
in the National Plan, and meet our current concerns.  A chart setting 
out this skeleton structure is attached for your information. 

 
4] I also attach an electronic copy of the article which appeared in The 

Guardian setting out our concerns. 
 
I hope that you find this information of assistance.  If you would like further  
Information, or would like to discuss the issues raised, please do not hesitate  
To get in touch. 
 
Yours sincerely  
 
 
 
 
 
DONNA COVEY 
Director 
 
Encs 



 
 
 
 
Greg Pope MP 
House of Commons 
LONDON 
SW1A 0AA 
 
19 September 2000 
 
To:  All Members of the All Party Parliamentary Group 
 
Dear Greg 
 
NHS National Plan – Patient Empowerment 
 
I am writing to advise you of the latest developments with regard to the 
Government’s proposal to abolish Community Health Councils.  Patrick Hall 
MP will be contacting you again shortly regarding a date for a meeting of the 
group.  I understand that the Parliamentary Under Secretary of State for 
Health responsible for CHCs, Gisela Stuart, has agreed to meet with the 
group. 
 
In the meantime, you may find the following of interest and assistance. 
 
1] I have attached a model press release regarding the abolition of CHCs.   
 It would be helpful if those MPs concerned about the Government’s  
 proposals could issue this to local media.  If you or your office require  
 further assistance in raising this issue in the media, please contact our  
 Media Officer, Murray Benham on 020 7609 8138. 
 
2] A “four nations” meeting took place last week, involving representatives  
 of CHCs in England and Wales, Health Councils in Scotland and  
 Health and Social Services Councils in Northern Ireland.  It was  

agreed at that meeting that new models for patient empowerment in all 
parts of the UK must meet the following principles: 
 
§ Independence 
§ People focussed 
§ National body to co-ordinate and set standards 
§ Integration 
§ Service wide 
§ Statutory rights 
§ Representative 
§ Transparency 

 
These criteria reflect the concerns about the National Plan which I 
raised with you in my previous letter. 

 



3] ACHCEW has continued to develop our views on the Plan.  Our 
concern is to ensure that the public get the best deal in the Health 
Service, and that any new models incorporate the principles outlined 
above.  We have, as a consequence, begun work on a successor 
structure to CHCs in their current form, that could deliver the proposals 
in the National Plan, and meet our current concerns.  A chart setting 
out this skeleton structure is attached for your information. 

 
4] I also attach an electronic copy of the article which appeared in The 

Guardian setting out our concerns. 
 
I hope that you find this information of assistance.  If you would like further  
Information, or would like to discuss the issues raised, please do not hesitate  
To get in touch. 
 
Yours sincerely  
 
 
 
 
 
DONNA COVEY 
Director 
 
Encs 



 
 
 
 
Gordon Prentice MP 
House of Commons 
LONDON 
SW1A 0AA 
 
19 September 2000 
 
To:  All Members of the All Party Parliamentary Group 
 
Dear Gordon 
 
NHS National Plan – Patient Empowerment 
 
I am writing to advise you of the latest developments with regard to the 
Government’s proposal to abolish Community Health Councils.  Patrick Hall 
MP will be contacting you again shortly regarding a date for a meeting of the 
group.  I understand that the Parliamentary Under Secretary of State for 
Health responsible for CHCs, Gisela Stuart, has agreed to meet with the 
group. 
 
In the meantime, you may find the following of interest and assistance. 
 
1] I have attached a model press release regarding the abolition of CHCs.   
 It would be helpful if those MPs concerned about the Government’s  
 proposals could issue this to local media.  If you or your office require  
 further assistance in raising this issue in the media, please contact our  
 Media Officer, Murray Benham on 020 7609 8138. 
 
2] A “four nations” meeting took place last week, involving representatives  
 of CHCs in England and Wales, Health Councils in Scotland and  
 Health and Social Services Councils in Northern Ireland.  It was  

agreed at that meeting that new models for patient empowerment in all 
parts of the UK must meet the following principles: 
 
§ Independence 
§ People focussed 
§ National body to co-ordinate and set standards 
§ Integration 
§ Service wide 
§ Statutory rights 
§ Representative 
§ Transparency 

 
These criteria reflect the concerns about the National Plan which I 
raised with you in my previous letter. 

 



3] ACHCEW has continued to develop our views on the Plan.  Our 
concern is to ensure that the public get the best deal in the Health 
Service, and that any new models incorporate the principles outlined 
above.  We have, as a consequence, begun work on a successor 
structure to CHCs in their current form, that could deliver the proposals 
in the National Plan, and meet our current concerns.  A chart setting 
out this skeleton structure is attached for your information. 

 
4] I also attach an electronic copy of the article which appeared in The 

Guardian setting out our concerns. 
 
I hope that you find this information of assistance.  If you would like further  
Information, or would like to discuss the issues raised, please do not hesitate  
To get in touch. 
 
Yours sincerely  
 
 
 
 
 
DONNA COVEY 
Director 
 
Encs 



 
 
 
 
Gwyn Prosser MP 
House of Commons 
LONDON 
SW1A 0AA 
 
19 September 2000 
 
To:  All Members of the All Party Parliamentary Group 
 
Dear Gwyn 
 
NHS National Plan – Patient Empowerment 
 
I am writing to advise you of the latest developments with regard to the 
Government’s proposal to abolish Community Health Councils.  Patrick Hall 
MP will be contacting you again shortly regarding a date for a meeting of the 
group.  I understand that the Parliamentary Under Secretary of State for 
Health responsible for CHCs, Gisela Stuart, has agreed to meet with the 
group. 
 
In the meantime, you may find the following of interest and assistance. 
 
1] I have attached a model press release regarding the abolition of CHCs.   
 It would be helpful if those MPs concerned about the Government’s  
 proposals could issue this to local media.  If you or your office require  
 further assistance in raising this issue in the media, please contact our  
 Media Officer, Murray Benham on 020 7609 8138. 
 
2] A “four nations” meeting took place last week, involving representatives  
 of CHCs in England and Wales, Health Councils in Scotland and  
 Health and Social Services Councils in Northern Ireland.  It was  

agreed at that meeting that new models for patient empowerment in all 
parts of the UK must meet the following principles: 
 
§ Independence 
§ People focussed 
§ National body to co-ordinate and set standards 
§ Integration 
§ Service wide 
§ Statutory rights 
§ Representative 
§ Transparency 

 
These criteria reflect the concerns about the National Plan which I 
raised with you in my previous letter. 

 



3] ACHCEW has continued to develop our views on the Plan.  Our 
concern is to ensure that the public get the best deal in the Health 
Service, and that any new models incorporate the principles outlined 
above.  We have, as a consequence, begun work on a successor 
structure to CHCs in their current form, that could deliver the proposals 
in the National Plan, and meet our current concerns.  A chart setting 
out this skeleton structure is attached for your information. 

 
4] I also attach an electronic copy of the article which appeared in The 

Guardian setting out our concerns. 
 
I hope that you find this information of assistance.  If you would like further  
Information, or would like to discuss the issues raised, please do not hesitate  
To get in touch. 
 
Yours sincerely  
 
 
 
 
 
DONNA COVEY 
Director 
 
Encs 



 
 
 
 
Bill Rammell MP 
House of Commons 
LONDON 
SW1A 0AA 
 
19 September 2000 
 
To:  All Members of the All Party Parliamentary Group 
 
Dear Bill 
 
NHS National Plan – Patient Empowerment 
 
I am writing to advise you of the latest developments with regard to the 
Government’s proposal to abolish Community Health Councils.  Patrick Hall 
MP will be contacting you again shortly regarding a date for a meeting of the 
group.  I understand that the Parliamentary Under Secretary of State for 
Health responsible for CHCs, Gisela Stuart, has agreed to meet with the 
group. 
 
In the meantime, you may find the following of interest and assistance. 
 
1] I have attached a model press release regarding the abolition of CHCs.   
 It would be helpful if those MPs concerned about the Government’s  
 proposals could issue this to local media.  If you or your office require  
 further assistance in raising this issue in the media, please contact our  
 Media Officer, Murray Benham on 020 7609 8138. 
 
2] A “four nations” meeting took place last week, involving representatives  
 of CHCs in England and Wales, Health Councils in Scotland and  
 Health and Social Services Councils in Northern Ireland.  It was  

agreed at that meeting that new models for patient empowerment in all 
parts of the UK must meet the following principles: 
 
§ Independence 
§ People focussed 
§ National body to co-ordinate and set standards 
§ Integration 
§ Service wide 
§ Statutory rights 
§ Representative 
§ Transparency 

 
These criteria reflect the concerns about the National Plan which I 
raised with you in my previous letter. 

 



3] ACHCEW has continued to develop our views on the Plan.  Our 
concern is to ensure that the public get the best deal in the Health 
Service, and that any new models incorporate the principles outlined 
above.  We have, as a consequence, begun work on a successor 
structure to CHCs in their current form, that could deliver the proposals 
in the National Plan, and meet our current concerns.  A chart setting 
out this skeleton structure is attached for your information. 

 
4] I also attach an electronic copy of the article which appeared in The 

Guardian setting out our concerns. 
 
I hope that you find this information of assistance.  If you would like further  
Information, or would like to discuss the issues raised, please do not hesitate  
To get in touch. 
 
Yours sincerely  
 
 
 
 
 
DONNA COVEY 
Director 
 
Encs 



 
 
 
 
John Randall MP 
House of Commons 
LONDON 
SW1A 0AA 
 
19 September 2000 
 
To:  All Members of the All Party Parliamentary Group 
 
Dear John 
 
NHS National Plan – Patient Empowerment 
 
I am writing to advise you of the latest developments with regard to the 
Government’s proposal to abolish Community Health Councils.  Patrick Hall 
MP will be contacting you again shortly regarding a date for a meeting of the 
group.  I understand that the Parliamentary Under Secretary of State for 
Health responsible for CHCs, Gisela Stuart, has agreed to meet with the 
group. 
 
In the meantime, you may find the following of interest and assistance. 
 
1] I have attached a model press release regarding the abolition of CHCs.   
 It would be helpful if those MPs concerned about the Government’s  
 proposals could issue this to local media.  If you or your office require  
 further assistance in raising this issue in the media, please contact our  
 Media Officer, Murray Benham on 020 7609 8138. 
 
2] A “four nations” meeting took place last week, involving representatives  
 of CHCs in England and Wales, Health Councils in Scotland and  
 Health and Social Services Councils in Northern Ireland.  It was  

agreed at that meeting that new models for patient empowerment in all 
parts of the UK must meet the following principles: 
 
§ Independence 
§ People focussed 
§ National body to co-ordinate and set standards 
§ Integration 
§ Service wide 
§ Statutory rights 
§ Representative 
§ Transparency 

 
These criteria reflect the concerns about the National Plan which I 
raised with you in my previous letter. 

 



3] ACHCEW has continued to develop our views on the Plan.  Our 
concern is to ensure that the public get the best deal in the Health 
Service, and that any new models incorporate the principles outlined 
above.  We have, as a consequence, begun work on a successor 
structure to CHCs in their current form, that could deliver the proposals 
in the National Plan, and meet our current concerns.  A chart setting 
out this skeleton structure is attached for your information. 

 
4] I also attach an electronic copy of the article which appeared in The 

Guardian setting out our concerns. 
 
I hope that you find this information of assistance.  If you would like further  
Information, or would like to discuss the issues raised, please do not hesitate  
To get in touch. 
 
Yours sincerely  
 
 
 
 
 
DONNA COVEY 
Director 
 
Encs 



 
 
 
 
Syd Rapson MP 
House of Commons 
LONDON 
SW1A 0AA 
 
19 September 2000 
 
To:  All Members of the All Party Parliamentary Group 
 
Dear Syd 
 
NHS National Plan – Patient Empowerment 
 
I am writing to advise you of the latest developments with regard to the 
Government’s proposal to abolish Community Health Councils.  Patrick Hall 
MP will be contacting you again shortly regarding a date for a meeting of the 
group.  I understand that the Parliamentary Under Secretary of State for 
Health responsible for CHCs, Gisela Stuart, has agreed to meet with the 
group. 
 
In the meantime, you may find the following of interest and assistance. 
 
1] I have attached a model press release regarding the abolition of CHCs.   
 It would be helpful if those MPs concerned about the Government’s  
 proposals could issue this to local media.  If you or your office require  
 further assistance in raising this issue in the media, please contact our  
 Media Officer, Murray Benham on 020 7609 8138. 
 
2] A “four nations” meeting took place last week, involving representatives  
 of CHCs in England and Wales, Health Councils in Scotland and  
 Health and Social Services Councils in Northern Ireland.  It was  

agreed at that meeting that new models for patient empowerment in all 
parts of the UK must meet the following principles: 
 
§ Independence 
§ People focussed 
§ National body to co-ordinate and set standards 
§ Integration 
§ Service wide 
§ Statutory rights 
§ Representative 
§ Transparency 

 
These criteria reflect the concerns about the National Plan which I 
raised with you in my previous letter. 

 



3] ACHCEW has continued to develop our views on the Plan.  Our 
concern is to ensure that the public get the best deal in the Health 
Service, and that any new models incorporate the principles outlined 
above.  We have, as a consequence, begun work on a successor 
structure to CHCs in their current form, that could deliver the proposals 
in the National Plan, and meet our current concerns.  A chart setting 
out this skeleton structure is attached for your information. 

 
4] I also attach an electronic copy of the article which appeared in The 

Guardian setting out our concerns. 
 
I hope that you find this information of assistance.  If you would like further  
Information, or would like to discuss the issues raised, please do not hesitate  
To get in touch. 
 
Yours sincerely  
 
 
 
 
 
DONNA COVEY 
Director 
 
Encs 



 
 
 
 
Andy Reed MP 
House of Commons 
LONDON 
SW1A 0AA 
 
19 September 2000 
 
To:  All Members of the All Party Parliamentary Group 
 
Dear Andy 
 
NHS National Plan – Patient Empowerment 
 
I am writing to advise you of the latest developments with regard to the 
Government’s proposal to abolish Community Health Councils.  Patrick Hall 
MP will be contacting you again shortly regarding a date for a meeting of the 
group.  I understand that the Parliamentary Under Secretary of State for 
Health responsible for CHCs, Gisela Stuart, has agreed to meet with the 
group. 
 
In the meantime, you may find the following of interest and assistance. 
 
1] I have attached a model press release regarding the abolition of CHCs.   
 It would be helpful if those MPs concerned about the Government’s  
 proposals could issue this to local media.  If you or your office require  
 further assistance in raising this issue in the media, please contact our  
 Media Officer, Murray Benham on 020 7609 8138. 
 
2] A “four nations” meeting took place last week, involving representatives  
 of CHCs in England and Wales, Health Councils in Scotland and  
 Health and Social Services Councils in Northern Ireland.  It was  

agreed at that meeting that new models for patient empowerment in all 
parts of the UK must meet the following principles: 
 
§ Independence 
§ People focussed 
§ National body to co-ordinate and set standards 
§ Integration 
§ Service wide 
§ Statutory rights 
§ Representative 
§ Transparency 

 
These criteria reflect the concerns about the National Plan which I 
raised with you in my previous letter. 

 



3] ACHCEW has continued to develop our views on the Plan.  Our 
concern is to ensure that the public get the best deal in the Health 
Service, and that any new models incorporate the principles outlined 
above.  We have, as a consequence, begun work on a successor 
structure to CHCs in their current form, that could deliver the proposals 
in the National Plan, and meet our current concerns.  A chart setting 
out this skeleton structure is attached for your information. 

 
4] I also attach an electronic copy of the article which appeared in The 

Guardian setting out our concerns. 
 
I hope that you find this information of assistance.  If you would like further  
Information, or would like to discuss the issues raised, please do not hesitate  
To get in touch. 
 
Yours sincerely  
 
 
 
 
 
DONNA COVEY 
Director 
 
Encs 



 
 
 
 
Laurence Robertson MP 
House of Commons 
LONDON 
SW1A 0AA 
 
19 September 2000 
 
To:  All Members of the All Party Parliamentary Group 
 
Dear Laurence 
 
NHS National Plan – Patient Empowerment 
 
I am writing to advise you of the latest developments with regard to the 
Government’s proposal to abolish Community Health Councils.  Patrick Hall 
MP will be contacting you again shortly regarding a date for a meeting of the 
group.  I understand that the Parliamentary Under Secretary of State for 
Health responsible for CHCs, Gisela Stuart, has agreed to meet with the 
group. 
 
In the meantime, you may find the following of interest and assistance. 
 
1] I have attached a model press release regarding the abolition of CHCs.   
 It would be helpful if those MPs concerned about the Government’s  
 proposals could issue this to local media.  If you or your office require  
 further assistance in raising this issue in the media, please contact our  
 Media Officer, Murray Benham on 020 7609 8138. 
 
2] A “four nations” meeting took place last week, involving representatives  
 of CHCs in England and Wales, Health Councils in Scotland and  
 Health and Social Services Councils in Northern Ireland.  It was  

agreed at that meeting that new models for patient empowerment in all 
parts of the UK must meet the following principles: 
 
§ Independence 
§ People focussed 
§ National body to co-ordinate and set standards 
§ Integration 
§ Service wide 
§ Statutory rights 
§ Representative 
§ Transparency 

 
These criteria reflect the concerns about the National Plan which I 
raised with you in my previous letter. 

 



3] ACHCEW has continued to develop our views on the Plan.  Our 
concern is to ensure that the public get the best deal in the Health 
Service, and that any new models incorporate the principles outlined 
above.  We have, as a consequence, begun work on a successor 
structure to CHCs in their current form, that could deliver the proposals 
in the National Plan, and meet our current concerns.  A chart setting 
out this skeleton structure is attached for your information. 

 
4] I also attach an electronic copy of the article which appeared in The 

Guardian setting out our concerns. 
 
I hope that you find this information of assistance.  If you would like further  
Information, or would like to discuss the issues raised, please do not hesitate  
To get in touch. 
 
Yours sincerely  
 
 
 
 
 
DONNA COVEY 
Director 
 
Encs 



 
 
 
 
Andrew Rowe MP 
House of Commons 
LONDON 
SW1A 0AA 
 
19 September 2000 
 
To:  All Members of the All Party Parliamentary Group 
 
Dear Andrew 
 
NHS National Plan – Patient Empowerment 
 
I am writing to advise you of the latest developments with regard to the 
Government’s proposal to abolish Community Health Councils.  Patrick Hall 
MP will be contacting you again shortly regarding a date for a meeting of the 
group.  I understand that the Parliamentary Under Secretary of State for 
Health responsible for CHCs, Gisela Stuart, has agreed to meet with the 
group. 
 
In the meantime, you may find the following of interest and assistance. 
 
1] I have attached a model press release regarding the abolition of CHCs.   
 It would be helpful if those MPs concerned about the Government’s  
 proposals could issue this to local media.  If you or your office require  
 further assistance in raising this issue in the media, please contact our  
 Media Officer, Murray Benham on 020 7609 8138. 
 
2] A “four nations” meeting took place last week, involving representatives  
 of CHCs in England and Wales, Health Councils in Scotland and  
 Health and Social Services Councils in Northern Ireland.  It was  

agreed at that meeting that new models for patient empowerment in all 
parts of the UK must meet the following principles: 
 
§ Independence 
§ People focussed 
§ National body to co-ordinate and set standards 
§ Integration 
§ Service wide 
§ Statutory rights 
§ Representative 
§ Transparency 

 
These criteria reflect the concerns about the National Plan which I 
raised with you in my previous letter. 

 



3] ACHCEW has continued to develop our views on the Plan.  Our 
concern is to ensure that the public get the best deal in the Health 
Service, and that any new models incorporate the principles outlined 
above.  We have, as a consequence, begun work on a successor 
structure to CHCs in their current form, that could deliver the proposals 
in the National Plan, and meet our current concerns.  A chart setting 
out this skeleton structure is attached for your information. 

 
4] I also attach an electronic copy of the article which appeared in The 

Guardian setting out our concerns. 
 
I hope that you find this information of assistance.  If you would like further  
Information, or would like to discuss the issues raised, please do not hesitate  
To get in touch. 
 
Yours sincerely  
 
 
 
 
 
DONNA COVEY 
Director 
 
Encs 



 
 
 
 
Joan Ruddock MP 
House of Commons 
LONDON 
SW1A 0AA 
 
19 September 2000 
 
To:  All Members of the All Party Parliamentary Group 
 
Dear Joan 
 
NHS National Plan – Patient Empowerment 
 
I am writing to advise you of the latest developments with regard to the 
Government’s proposal to abolish Community Health Councils.  Patrick Hall 
MP will be contacting you again shortly regarding a date for a meeting of the 
group.  I understand that the Parliamentary Under Secretary of State for 
Health responsible for CHCs, Gisela Stuart, has agreed to meet with the 
group. 
 
In the meantime, you may find the following of interest and assistance. 
 
1] I have attached a model press release regarding the abolition of CHCs.   
 It would be helpful if those MPs concerned about the Government’s  
 proposals could issue this to local media.  If you or your office require  
 further assistance in raising this issue in the media, please contact our  
 Media Officer, Murray Benham on 020 7609 8138. 
 
2] A “four nations” meeting took place last week, involving representatives  
 of CHCs in England and Wales, Health Councils in Scotland and  
 Health and Social Services Councils in Northern Ireland.  It was  

agreed at that meeting that new models for patient empowerment in all 
parts of the UK must meet the following principles: 
 
§ Independence 
§ People focussed 
§ National body to co-ordinate and set standards 
§ Integration 
§ Service wide 
§ Statutory rights 
§ Representative 
§ Transparency 

 
These criteria reflect the concerns about the National Plan which I 
raised with you in my previous letter. 

 



3] ACHCEW has continued to develop our views on the Plan.  Our 
concern is to ensure that the public get the best deal in the Health 
Service, and that any new models incorporate the principles outlined 
above.  We have, as a consequence, begun work on a successor 
structure to CHCs in their current form, that could deliver the proposals 
in the National Plan, and meet our current concerns.  A chart setting 
out this skeleton structure is attached for your information. 

 
4] I also attach an electronic copy of the article which appeared in The 

Guardian setting out our concerns. 
 
I hope that you find this information of assistance.  If you would like further  
Information, or would like to discuss the issues raised, please do not hesitate  
To get in touch. 
 
Yours sincerely  
 
 
 
 
 
DONNA COVEY 
Director 
 
Encs 



 
 
 
 
Bob Russell MP 
House of Commons 
LONDON 
SW1A 0AA 
 
19 September 2000 
 
To:  All Members of the All Party Parliamentary Group 
 
Dear Bob 
 
NHS National Plan – Patient Empowerment 
 
I am writing to advise you of the latest developments with regard to the 
Government’s proposal to abolish Community Health Councils.  Patrick Hall 
MP will be contacting you again shortly regarding a date for a meeting of the 
group.  I understand that the Parliamentary Under Secretary of State for 
Health responsible for CHCs, Gisela Stuart, has agreed to meet with the 
group. 
 
In the meantime, you may find the following of interest and assistance. 
 
1] I have attached a model press release regarding the abolition of CHCs.   
 It would be helpful if those MPs concerned about the Government’s  
 proposals could issue this to local media.  If you or your office require  
 further assistance in raising this issue in the media, please contact our  
 Media Officer, Murray Benham on 020 7609 8138. 
 
2] A “four nations” meeting took place last week, involving representatives  
 of CHCs in England and Wales, Health Councils in Scotland and  
 Health and Social Services Councils in Northern Ireland.  It was  

agreed at that meeting that new models for patient empowerment in all 
parts of the UK must meet the following principles: 
 
§ Independence 
§ People focussed 
§ National body to co-ordinate and set standards 
§ Integration 
§ Service wide 
§ Statutory rights 
§ Representative 
§ Transparency 

 
These criteria reflect the concerns about the National Plan which I 
raised with you in my previous letter. 

 



3] ACHCEW has continued to develop our views on the Plan.  Our 
concern is to ensure that the public get the best deal in the Health 
Service, and that any new models incorporate the principles outlined 
above.  We have, as a consequence, begun work on a successor 
structure to CHCs in their current form, that could deliver the proposals 
in the National Plan, and meet our current concerns.  A chart setting 
out this skeleton structure is attached for your information. 

 
4] I also attach an electronic copy of the article which appeared in The 

Guardian setting out our concerns. 
 
I hope that you find this information of assistance.  If you would like further  
Information, or would like to discuss the issues raised, please do not hesitate  
To get in touch. 
 
Yours sincerely  
 
 
 
 
 
DONNA COVEY 
Director 
 
Encs 



 
 
 
 
Martin Salter MP 
House of Commons 
LONDON 
SW1A 0AA 
 
19 September 2000 
 
To:  All Members of the All Party Parliamentary Group 
 
Dear Martin 
 
NHS National Plan – Patient Empowerment 
 
I am writing to advise you of the latest developments with regard to the 
Government’s proposal to abolish Community Health Councils.  Patrick Hall 
MP will be contacting you again shortly regarding a date for a meeting of the 
group.  I understand that the Parliamentary Under Secretary of State for 
Health responsible for CHCs, Gisela Stuart, has agreed to meet with the 
group. 
 
In the meantime, you may find the following of interest and assistance. 
 
1] I have attached a model press release regarding the abolition of CHCs.   
 It would be helpful if those MPs concerned about the Government’s  
 proposals could issue this to local media.  If you or your office require  
 further assistance in raising this issue in the media, please contact our  
 Media Officer, Murray Benham on 020 7609 8138. 
 
2] A “four nations” meeting took place last week, involving representatives  
 of CHCs in England and Wales, Health Councils in Scotland and  
 Health and Social Services Councils in Northern Ireland.  It was  

agreed at that meeting that new models for patient empowerment in all 
parts of the UK must meet the following principles: 
 
§ Independence 
§ People focussed 
§ National body to co-ordinate and set standards 
§ Integration 
§ Service wide 
§ Statutory rights 
§ Representative 
§ Transparency 

 
These criteria reflect the concerns about the National Plan which I 
raised with you in my previous letter. 

 



3] ACHCEW has continued to develop our views on the Plan.  Our 
concern is to ensure that the public get the best deal in the Health 
Service, and that any new models incorporate the principles outlined 
above.  We have, as a consequence, begun work on a successor 
structure to CHCs in their current form, that could deliver the proposals 
in the National Plan, and meet our current concerns.  A chart setting 
out this skeleton structure is attached for your information. 

 
4] I also attach an electronic copy of the article which appeared in The 

Guardian setting out our concerns. 
 
I hope that you find this information of assistance.  If you would like further  
Information, or would like to discuss the issues raised, please do not hesitate  
To get in touch. 
 
Yours sincerely  
 
 
 
 
 
DONNA COVEY 
Director 
 
Encs 



 
 
 
 
Jonathon Shaw MP 
House of Commons 
LONDON 
SW1A 0AA 
 
19 September 2000 
 
To:  All Members of the All Party Parliamentary Group 
 
Dear Jonathon 
 
NHS National Plan – Patient Empowerment 
 
I am writing to advise you of the latest developments with regard to the 
Government’s proposal to abolish Community Health Councils.  Patrick Hall 
MP will be contacting you again shortly regarding a date for a meeting of the 
group.  I understand that the Parliamentary Under Secretary of State for 
Health responsible for CHCs, Gisela Stuart, has agreed to meet with the 
group. 
 
In the meantime, you may find the following of interest and assistance. 
 
1] I have attached a model press release regarding the abolition of CHCs.   
 It would be helpful if those MPs concerned about the Government’s  
 proposals could issue this to local media.  If you or your office require  
 further assistance in raising this issue in the media, please contact our  
 Media Officer, Murray Benham on 020 7609 8138. 
 
2] A “four nations” meeting took place last week, involving representatives  
 of CHCs in England and Wales, Health Councils in Scotland and  
 Health and Social Services Councils in Northern Ireland.  It was  

agreed at that meeting that new models for patient empowerment in all 
parts of the UK must meet the following principles: 
 
§ Independence 
§ People focussed 
§ National body to co-ordinate and set standards 
§ Integration 
§ Service wide 
§ Statutory rights 
§ Representative 
§ Transparency 

 
These criteria reflect the concerns about the National Plan which I 
raised with you in my previous letter. 

 



3] ACHCEW has continued to develop our views on the Plan.  Our 
concern is to ensure that the public get the best deal in the Health 
Service, and that any new models incorporate the principles outlined 
above.  We have, as a consequence, begun work on a successor 
structure to CHCs in their current form, that could deliver the proposals 
in the National Plan, and meet our current concerns.  A chart setting 
out this skeleton structure is attached for your information. 

 
4] I also attach an electronic copy of the article which appeared in The 

Guardian setting out our concerns. 
 
I hope that you find this information of assistance.  If you would like further  
Information, or would like to discuss the issues raised, please do not hesitate  
To get in touch. 
 
Yours sincerely  
 
 
 
 
 
DONNA COVEY 
Director 
 
Encs 



 
 
 
 
Gillian Shepherd MP 
House of Commons 
LONDON 
SW1A 0AA 
 
19 September 2000 
 
To:  All Members of the All Party Parliamentary Group 
 
Dear Gillian 
 
NHS National Plan – Patient Empowerment 
 
I am writing to advise you of the latest developments with regard to the 
Government’s proposal to abolish Community Health Councils.  Patrick Hall 
MP will be contacting you again shortly regarding a date for a meeting of the 
group.  I understand that the Parliamentary Under Secretary of State for 
Health responsible for CHCs, Gisela Stuart, has agreed to meet with the 
group. 
 
In the meantime, you may find the following of interest and assistance. 
 
1] I have attached a model press release regarding the abolition of CHCs.   
 It would be helpful if those MPs concerned about the Government’s  
 proposals could issue this to local media.  If you or your office require  
 further assistance in raising this issue in the media, please contact our  
 Media Officer, Murray Benham on 020 7609 8138. 
 
2] A “four nations” meeting took place last week, involving representatives  
 of CHCs in England and Wales, Health Councils in Scotland and  
 Health and Social Services Councils in Northern Ireland.  It was  

agreed at that meeting that new models for patient empowerment in all 
parts of the UK must meet the following principles: 
 
§ Independence 
§ People focussed 
§ National body to co-ordinate and set standards 
§ Integration 
§ Service wide 
§ Statutory rights 
§ Representative 
§ Transparency 

 
These criteria reflect the concerns about the National Plan which I 
raised with you in my previous letter. 

 



3] ACHCEW has continued to develop our views on the Plan.  Our 
concern is to ensure that the public get the best deal in the Health 
Service, and that any new models incorporate the principles outlined 
above.  We have, as a consequence, begun work on a successor 
structure to CHCs in their current form, that could deliver the proposals 
in the National Plan, and meet our current concerns.  A chart setting 
out this skeleton structure is attached for your information. 

 
4] I also attach an electronic copy of the article which appeared in The 

Guardian setting out our concerns. 
 
I hope that you find this information of assistance.  If you would like further  
Information, or would like to discuss the issues raised, please do not hesitate  
To get in touch. 
 
Yours sincerely  
 
 
 
 
 
DONNA COVEY 
Director 
 
Encs 



 
 
 
 
Debra Shipley MP 
House of Commons 
LONDON 
SW1A 0AA 
 
19 September 2000 
 
To:  All Members of the All Party Parliamentary Group 
 
Dear Debra 
 
NHS National Plan – Patient Empowerment 
 
I am writing to advise you of the latest developments with regard to the 
Government’s proposal to abolish Community Health Councils.  Patrick Hall 
MP will be contacting you again shortly regarding a date for a meeting of the 
group.  I understand that the Parliamentary Under Secretary of State for 
Health responsible for CHCs, Gisela Stuart, has agreed to meet with the 
group. 
 
In the meantime, you may find the following of interest and assistance. 
 
1] I have attached a model press release regarding the abolition of CHCs.   
 It would be helpful if those MPs concerned about the Government’s  
 proposals could issue this to local media.  If you or your office require  
 further assistance in raising this issue in the media, please contact our  
 Media Officer, Murray Benham on 020 7609 8138. 
 
2] A “four nations” meeting took place last week, involving representatives  
 of CHCs in England and Wales, Health Councils in Scotland and  
 Health and Social Services Councils in Northern Ireland.  It was  

agreed at that meeting that new models for patient empowerment in all 
parts of the UK must meet the following principles: 
 
§ Independence 
§ People focussed 
§ National body to co-ordinate and set standards 
§ Integration 
§ Service wide 
§ Statutory rights 
§ Representative 
§ Transparency 

 
These criteria reflect the concerns about the National Plan which I 
raised with you in my previous letter. 

 



3] ACHCEW has continued to develop our views on the Plan.  Our 
concern is to ensure that the public get the best deal in the Health 
Service, and that any new models incorporate the principles outlined 
above.  We have, as a consequence, begun work on a successor 
structure to CHCs in their current form, that could deliver the proposals 
in the National Plan, and meet our current concerns.  A chart setting 
out this skeleton structure is attached for your information. 

 
4] I also attach an electronic copy of the article which appeared in The 

Guardian setting out our concerns. 
 
I hope that you find this information of assistance.  If you would like further  
Information, or would like to discuss the issues raised, please do not hesitate  
To get in touch. 
 
Yours sincerely  
 
 
 
 
 
DONNA COVEY 
Director 
 
Encs 



 
 
 
 
Marsha Singh MP 
House of Commons 
LONDON 
SW1A 0AA 
 
19 September 2000 
 
To:  All Members of the All Party Parliamentary Group 
 
Dear Marsha 
 
NHS National Plan – Patient Empowerment 
 
I am writing to advise you of the latest developments with regard to the 
Government’s proposal to abolish Community Health Councils.  Patrick Hall 
MP will be contacting you again shortly regarding a date for a meeting of the 
group.  I understand that the Parliamentary Under Secretary of State for 
Health responsible for CHCs, Gisela Stuart, has agreed to meet with the 
group. 
 
In the meantime, you may find the following of interest and assistance. 
 
1] I have attached a model press release regarding the abolition of CHCs.   
 It would be helpful if those MPs concerned about the Government’s  
 proposals could issue this to local media.  If you or your office require  
 further assistance in raising this issue in the media, please contact our  
 Media Officer, Murray Benham on 020 7609 8138. 
 
2] A “four nations” meeting took place last week, involving representatives  
 of CHCs in England and Wales, Health Councils in Scotland and  
 Health and Social Services Councils in Northern Ireland.  It was  

agreed at that meeting that new models for patient empowerment in all 
parts of the UK must meet the following principles: 
 
§ Independence 
§ People focussed 
§ National body to co-ordinate and set standards 
§ Integration 
§ Service wide 
§ Statutory rights 
§ Representative 
§ Transparency 

 
These criteria reflect the concerns about the National Plan which I 
raised with you in my previous letter. 

 



3] ACHCEW has continued to develop our views on the Plan.  Our 
concern is to ensure that the public get the best deal in the Health 
Service, and that any new models incorporate the principles outlined 
above.  We have, as a consequence, begun work on a successor 
structure to CHCs in their current form, that could deliver the proposals 
in the National Plan, and meet our current concerns.  A chart setting 
out this skeleton structure is attached for your information. 

 
4] I also attach an electronic copy of the article which appeared in The 

Guardian setting out our concerns. 
 
I hope that you find this information of assistance.  If you would like further  
Information, or would like to discuss the issues raised, please do not hesitate  
To get in touch. 
 
Yours sincerely  
 
 
 
 
 
DONNA COVEY 
Director 
 
Encs 



 
 
 
 
Angela Smith MP 
House of Commons 
LONDON 
SW1A 0AA 
 
19 September 2000 
 
To:  All Members of the All Party Parliamentary Group 
 
Dear Angela 
 
NHS National Plan – Patient Empowerment 
 
I am writing to advise you of the latest developments with regard to the 
Government’s proposal to abolish Community Health Councils.  Patrick Hall 
MP will be contacting you again shortly regarding a date for a meeting of the 
group.  I understand that the Parliamentary Under Secretary of State for 
Health responsible for CHCs, Gisela Stuart, has agreed to meet with the 
group. 
 
In the meantime, you may find the following of interest and assistance. 
 
1] I have attached a model press release regarding the abolition of CHCs.   
 It would be helpful if those MPs concerned about the Government’s  
 proposals could issue this to local media.  If you or your office require  
 further assistance in raising this issue in the media, please contact our  
 Media Officer, Murray Benham on 020 7609 8138. 
 
2] A “four nations” meeting took place last week, involving representatives  
 of CHCs in England and Wales, Health Councils in Scotland and  
 Health and Social Services Councils in Northern Ireland.  It was  

agreed at that meeting that new models for patient empowerment in all 
parts of the UK must meet the following principles: 
 
§ Independence 
§ People focussed 
§ National body to co-ordinate and set standards 
§ Integration 
§ Service wide 
§ Statutory rights 
§ Representative 
§ Transparency 

 
These criteria reflect the concerns about the National Plan which I 
raised with you in my previous letter. 

 



3] ACHCEW has continued to develop our views on the Plan.  Our 
concern is to ensure that the public get the best deal in the Health 
Service, and that any new models incorporate the principles outlined 
above.  We have, as a consequence, begun work on a successor 
structure to CHCs in their current form, that could deliver the proposals 
in the National Plan, and meet our current concerns.  A chart setting 
out this skeleton structure is attached for your information. 

 
4] I also attach an electronic copy of the article which appeared in The 

Guardian setting out our concerns. 
 
I hope that you find this information of assistance.  If you would like further  
Information, or would like to discuss the issues raised, please do not hesitate  
To get in touch. 
 
Yours sincerely  
 
 
 
 
 
DONNA COVEY 
Director 
 
Encs 



 
 
 
 
Jacqui Smith MP 
House of Commons 
LONDON 
SW1A 0AA 
 
19 September 2000 
 
To:  All Members of the All Party Parliamentary Group 
 
Dear Jacqui 
 
NHS National Plan – Patient Empowerment 
 
I am writing to advise you of the latest developments with regard to the 
Government’s proposal to abolish Community Health Councils.  Patrick Hall 
MP will be contacting you again shortly regarding a date for a meeting of the 
group.  I understand that the Parliamentary Under Secretary of State for 
Health responsible for CHCs, Gisela Stuart, has agreed to meet with the 
group. 
 
In the meantime, you may find the following of interest and assistance. 
 
1] I have attached a model press release regarding the abolition of CHCs.   
 It would be helpful if those MPs concerned about the Government’s  
 proposals could issue this to local media.  If you or your office require  
 further assistance in raising this issue in the media, please contact our  
 Media Officer, Murray Benham on 020 7609 8138. 
 
2] A “four nations” meeting took place last week, involving representatives  
 of CHCs in England and Wales, Health Councils in Scotland and  
 Health and Social Services Councils in Northern Ireland.  It was  

agreed at that meeting that new models for patient empowerment in all 
parts of the UK must meet the following principles: 
 
§ Independence 
§ People focussed 
§ National body to co-ordinate and set standards 
§ Integration 
§ Service wide 
§ Statutory rights 
§ Representative 
§ Transparency 

 
These criteria reflect the concerns about the National Plan which I 
raised with you in my previous letter. 

 



3] ACHCEW has continued to develop our views on the Plan.  Our 
concern is to ensure that the public get the best deal in the Health 
Service, and that any new models incorporate the principles outlined 
above.  We have, as a consequence, begun work on a successor 
structure to CHCs in their current form, that could deliver the proposals 
in the National Plan, and meet our current concerns.  A chart setting 
out this skeleton structure is attached for your information. 

 
4] I also attach an electronic copy of the article which appeared in The 

Guardian setting out our concerns. 
 
I hope that you find this information of assistance.  If you would like further  
Information, or would like to discuss the issues raised, please do not hesitate  
To get in touch. 
 
Yours sincerely  
 
 
 
 
 
DONNA COVEY 
Director 
 
Encs 



 
 
 
 
John Smith MP 
House of Commons 
LONDON 
SW1A 0AA 
 
19 September 2000 
 
To:  All Members of the All Party Parliamentary Group 
 
Dear John 
 
NHS National Plan – Patient Empowerment 
 
I am writing to advise you of the latest developments with regard to the 
Government’s proposal to abolish Community Health Councils.  Patrick Hall 
MP will be contacting you again shortly regarding a date for a meeting of the 
group.  I understand that the Parliamentary Under Secretary of State for 
Health responsible for CHCs, Gisela Stuart, has agreed to meet with the 
group. 
 
In the meantime, you may find the following of interest and assistance. 
 
1] I have attached a model press release regarding the abolition of CHCs.   
 It would be helpful if those MPs concerned about the Government’s  
 proposals could issue this to local media.  If you or your office require  
 further assistance in raising this issue in the media, please contact our  
 Media Officer, Murray Benham on 020 7609 8138. 
 
2] A “four nations” meeting took place last week, involving representatives  
 of CHCs in England and Wales, Health Councils in Scotland and  
 Health and Social Services Councils in Northern Ireland.  It was  

agreed at that meeting that new models for patient empowerment in all 
parts of the UK must meet the following principles: 
 
§ Independence 
§ People focussed 
§ National body to co-ordinate and set standards 
§ Integration 
§ Service wide 
§ Statutory rights 
§ Representative 
§ Transparency 

 
These criteria reflect the concerns about the National Plan which I 
raised with you in my previous letter. 

 



3] ACHCEW has continued to develop our views on the Plan.  Our 
concern is to ensure that the public get the best deal in the Health 
Service, and that any new models incorporate the principles outlined 
above.  We have, as a consequence, begun work on a successor 
structure to CHCs in their current form, that could deliver the proposals 
in the National Plan, and meet our current concerns.  A chart setting 
out this skeleton structure is attached for your information. 

 
4] I also attach an electronic copy of the article which appeared in The 

Guardian setting out our concerns. 
 
I hope that you find this information of assistance.  If you would like further  
Information, or would like to discuss the issues raised, please do not hesitate  
To get in touch. 
 
Yours sincerely  
 
 
 
 
 
DONNA COVEY 
Director 
 
Encs 



 
 
 
 
Llew Smith MP 
House of Commons 
LONDON 
SW1A 0AA 
 
19 September 2000 
 
To:  All Members of the All Party Parliamentary Group 
 
Dear Llew 
 
NHS National Plan – Patient Empowerment 
 
I am writing to advise you of the latest developments with regard to the 
Government’s proposal to abolish Community Health Councils.  Patrick Hall 
MP will be contacting you again shortly regarding a date for a meeting of the 
group.  I understand that the Parliamentary Under Secretary of State for 
Health responsible for CHCs, Gisela Stuart, has agreed to meet with the 
group. 
 
In the meantime, you may find the following of interest and assistance. 
 
1] I have attached a model press release regarding the abolition of CHCs.   
 It would be helpful if those MPs concerned about the Government’s  
 proposals could issue this to local media.  If you or your office require  
 further assistance in raising this issue in the media, please contact our  
 Media Officer, Murray Benham on 020 7609 8138. 
 
2] A “four nations” meeting took place last week, involving representatives  
 of CHCs in England and Wales, Health Councils in Scotland and  
 Health and Social Services Councils in Northern Ireland.  It was  

agreed at that meeting that new models for patient empowerment in all 
parts of the UK must meet the following principles: 
 
§ Independence 
§ People focussed 
§ National body to co-ordinate and set standards 
§ Integration 
§ Service wide 
§ Statutory rights 
§ Representative 
§ Transparency 

 
These criteria reflect the concerns about the National Plan which I 
raised with you in my previous letter. 

 



3] ACHCEW has continued to develop our views on the Plan.  Our 
concern is to ensure that the public get the best deal in the Health 
Service, and that any new models incorporate the principles outlined 
above.  We have, as a consequence, begun work on a successor 
structure to CHCs in their current form, that could deliver the proposals 
in the National Plan, and meet our current concerns.  A chart setting 
out this skeleton structure is attached for your information. 

 
4] I also attach an electronic copy of the article which appeared in The 

Guardian setting out our concerns. 
 
I hope that you find this information of assistance.  If you would like further  
Information, or would like to discuss the issues raised, please do not hesitate  
To get in touch. 
 
Yours sincerely  
 
 
 
 
 
DONNA COVEY 
Director 
 
Encs 



 
 
 
 
Martin Smith MP 
House of Commons 
LONDON 
SW1A 0AA 
 
19 September 2000 
 
To:  All Members of the All Party Parliamentary Group 
 
Dear Martin 
 
NHS National Plan – Patient Empowerment 
 
I am writing to advise you of the latest developments with regard to the 
Government’s proposal to abolish Community Health Councils.  Patrick Hall 
MP will be contacting you again shortly regarding a date for a meeting of the 
group.  I understand that the Parliamentary Under Secretary of State for 
Health responsible for CHCs, Gisela Stuart, has agreed to meet with the 
group. 
 
In the meantime, you may find the following of interest and assistance. 
 
1] I have attached a model press release regarding the abolition of CHCs.   
 It would be helpful if those MPs concerned about the Government’s  
 proposals could issue this to local media.  If you or your office require  
 further assistance in raising this issue in the media, please contact our  
 Media Officer, Murray Benham on 020 7609 8138. 
 
2] A “four nations” meeting took place last week, involving representatives  
 of CHCs in England and Wales, Health Councils in Scotland and  
 Health and Social Services Councils in Northern Ireland.  It was  

agreed at that meeting that new models for patient empowerment in all 
parts of the UK must meet the following principles: 
 
§ Independence 
§ People focussed 
§ National body to co-ordinate and set standards 
§ Integration 
§ Service wide 
§ Statutory rights 
§ Representative 
§ Transparency 

 
These criteria reflect the concerns about the National Plan which I 
raised with you in my previous letter. 

 



3] ACHCEW has continued to develop our views on the Plan.  Our 
concern is to ensure that the public get the best deal in the Health 
Service, and that any new models incorporate the principles outlined 
above.  We have, as a consequence, begun work on a successor 
structure to CHCs in their current form, that could deliver the proposals 
in the National Plan, and meet our current concerns.  A chart setting 
out this skeleton structure is attached for your information. 

 
4] I also attach an electronic copy of the article which appeared in The 

Guardian setting out our concerns. 
 
I hope that you find this information of assistance.  If you would like further  
Information, or would like to discuss the issues raised, please do not hesitate  
To get in touch. 
 
Yours sincerely  
 
 
 
 
 
DONNA COVEY 
Director 
 
Encs 



 
 
 
 
Helen Southworth MP 
House of Commons 
LONDON 
SW1A 0AA 
 
19 September 2000 
 
To:  All Members of the All Party Parliamentary Group 
 
Dear Helen 
 
NHS National Plan – Patient Empowerment 
 
I am writing to advise you of the latest developments with regard to the 
Government’s proposal to abolish Community Health Councils.  Patrick Hall 
MP will be contacting you again shortly regarding a date for a meeting of the 
group.  I understand that the Parliamentary Under Secretary of State for 
Health responsible for CHCs, Gisela Stuart, has agreed to meet with the 
group. 
 
In the meantime, you may find the following of interest and assistance. 
 
1] I have attached a model press release regarding the abolition of CHCs.   
 It would be helpful if those MPs concerned about the Government’s  
 proposals could issue this to local media.  If you or your office require  
 further assistance in raising this issue in the media, please contact our  
 Media Officer, Murray Benham on 020 7609 8138. 
 
2] A “four nations” meeting took place last week, involving representatives  
 of CHCs in England and Wales, Health Councils in Scotland and  
 Health and Social Services Councils in Northern Ireland.  It was  

agreed at that meeting that new models for patient empowerment in all 
parts of the UK must meet the following principles: 
 
§ Independence 
§ People focussed 
§ National body to co-ordinate and set standards 
§ Integration 
§ Service wide 
§ Statutory rights 
§ Representative 
§ Transparency 

 
These criteria reflect the concerns about the National Plan which I 
raised with you in my previous letter. 

 



3] ACHCEW has continued to develop our views on the Plan.  Our 
concern is to ensure that the public get the best deal in the Health 
Service, and that any new models incorporate the principles outlined 
above.  We have, as a consequence, begun work on a successor 
structure to CHCs in their current form, that could deliver the proposals 
in the National Plan, and meet our current concerns.  A chart setting 
out this skeleton structure is attached for your information. 

 
4] I also attach an electronic copy of the article which appeared in The 

Guardian setting out our concerns. 
 
I hope that you find this information of assistance.  If you would like further  
Information, or would like to discuss the issues raised, please do not hesitate  
To get in touch. 
 
Yours sincerely  
 
 
 
 
 
DONNA COVEY 
Director 
 
Encs 



 
 
 
 
Nick St Aubyn MP 
House of Commons 
LONDON 
SW1A 0AA 
 
19 September 2000 
 
To:  All Members of the All Party Parliamentary Group 
 
Dear Nick 
 
NHS National Plan – Patient Empowerment 
 
I am writing to advise you of the latest developments with regard to the 
Government’s proposal to abolish Community Health Councils.  Patrick Hall 
MP will be contacting you again shortly regarding a date for a meeting of the 
group.  I understand that the Parliamentary Under Secretary of State for 
Health responsible for CHCs, Gisela Stuart, has agreed to meet with the 
group. 
 
In the meantime, you may find the following of interest and assistance. 
 
1] I have attached a model press release regarding the abolition of CHCs.   
 It would be helpful if those MPs concerned about the Government’s  
 proposals could issue this to local media.  If you or your office require  
 further assistance in raising this issue in the media, please contact our  
 Media Officer, Murray Benham on 020 7609 8138. 
 
2] A “four nations” meeting took place last week, involving representatives  
 of CHCs in England and Wales, Health Councils in Scotland and  
 Health and Social Services Councils in Northern Ireland.  It was  

agreed at that meeting that new models for patient empowerment in all 
parts of the UK must meet the following principles: 
 
§ Independence 
§ People focussed 
§ National body to co-ordinate and set standards 
§ Integration 
§ Service wide 
§ Statutory rights 
§ Representative 
§ Transparency 

 
These criteria reflect the concerns about the National Plan which I 
raised with you in my previous letter. 

 



3] ACHCEW has continued to develop our views on the Plan.  Our 
concern is to ensure that the public get the best deal in the Health 
Service, and that any new models incorporate the principles outlined 
above.  We have, as a consequence, begun work on a successor 
structure to CHCs in their current form, that could deliver the proposals 
in the National Plan, and meet our current concerns.  A chart setting 
out this skeleton structure is attached for your information. 

 
4] I also attach an electronic copy of the article which appeared in The 

Guardian setting out our concerns. 
 
I hope that you find this information of assistance.  If you would like further  
Information, or would like to discuss the issues raised, please do not hesitate  
To get in touch. 
 
Yours sincerely  
 
 
 
 
 
DONNA COVEY 
Director 
 
Encs 



 
 
 
 
Ian Stewart MP 
House of Commons 
LONDON 
SW1A 0AA 
 
19 September 2000 
 
To:  All Members of the All Party Parliamentary Group 
 
Dear Ian 
 
NHS National Plan – Patient Empowerment 
 
I am writing to advise you of the latest developments with regard to the 
Government’s proposal to abolish Community Health Councils.  Patrick Hall 
MP will be contacting you again shortly regarding a date for a meeting of the 
group.  I understand that the Parliamentary Under Secretary of State for 
Health responsible for CHCs, Gisela Stuart, has agreed to meet with the 
group. 
 
In the meantime, you may find the following of interest and assistance. 
 
1] I have attached a model press release regarding the abolition of CHCs.   
 It would be helpful if those MPs concerned about the Government’s  
 proposals could issue this to local media.  If you or your office require  
 further assistance in raising this issue in the media, please contact our  
 Media Officer, Murray Benham on 020 7609 8138. 
 
2] A “four nations” meeting took place last week, involving representatives  
 of CHCs in England and Wales, Health Councils in Scotland and  
 Health and Social Services Councils in Northern Ireland.  It was  

agreed at that meeting that new models for patient empowerment in all 
parts of the UK must meet the following principles: 
 
§ Independence 
§ People focussed 
§ National body to co-ordinate and set standards 
§ Integration 
§ Service wide 
§ Statutory rights 
§ Representative 
§ Transparency 

 
These criteria reflect the concerns about the National Plan which I 
raised with you in my previous letter. 

 



3] ACHCEW has continued to develop our views on the Plan.  Our 
concern is to ensure that the public get the best deal in the Health 
Service, and that any new models incorporate the principles outlined 
above.  We have, as a consequence, begun work on a successor 
structure to CHCs in their current form, that could deliver the proposals 
in the National Plan, and meet our current concerns.  A chart setting 
out this skeleton structure is attached for your information. 

 
4] I also attach an electronic copy of the article which appeared in The 

Guardian setting out our concerns. 
 
I hope that you find this information of assistance.  If you would like further  
Information, or would like to discuss the issues raised, please do not hesitate  
To get in touch. 
 
Yours sincerely  
 
 
 
 
 
DONNA COVEY 
Director 
 
Encs 



 
 
 
 
Howard Stoate MP 
House of Commons 
LONDON 
SW1A 0AA 
 
19 September 2000 
 
To:  All Members of the All Party Parliamentary Group 
 
Dear Howard 
 
NHS National Plan – Patient Empowerment 
 
I am writing to advise you of the latest developments with regard to the 
Government’s proposal to abolish Community Health Councils.  Patrick Hall 
MP will be contacting you again shortly regarding a date for a meeting of the 
group.  I understand that the Parliamentary Under Secretary of State for 
Health responsible for CHCs, Gisela Stuart, has agreed to meet with the 
group. 
 
In the meantime, you may find the following of interest and assistance. 
 
1] I have attached a model press release regarding the abolition of CHCs.   
 It would be helpful if those MPs concerned about the Government’s  
 proposals could issue this to local media.  If you or your office require  
 further assistance in raising this issue in the media, please contact our  
 Media Officer, Murray Benham on 020 7609 8138. 
 
2] A “four nations” meeting took place last week, involving representatives  
 of CHCs in England and Wales, Health Councils in Scotland and  
 Health and Social Services Councils in Northern Ireland.  It was  

agreed at that meeting that new models for patient empowerment in all 
parts of the UK must meet the following principles: 
 
§ Independence 
§ People focussed 
§ National body to co-ordinate and set standards 
§ Integration 
§ Service wide 
§ Statutory rights 
§ Representative 
§ Transparency 

 
These criteria reflect the concerns about the National Plan which I 
raised with you in my previous letter. 

 



3] ACHCEW has continued to develop our views on the Plan.  Our 
concern is to ensure that the public get the best deal in the Health 
Service, and that any new models incorporate the principles outlined 
above.  We have, as a consequence, begun work on a successor 
structure to CHCs in their current form, that could deliver the proposals 
in the National Plan, and meet our current concerns.  A chart setting 
out this skeleton structure is attached for your information. 

 
4] I also attach an electronic copy of the article which appeared in The 

Guardian setting out our concerns. 
 
I hope that you find this information of assistance.  If you would like further  
Information, or would like to discuss the issues raised, please do not hesitate  
To get in touch. 
 
Yours sincerely  
 
 
 
 
 
DONNA COVEY 
Director 
 
Encs 



 
 
 
 
Graham Stringer MP 
House of Commons 
LONDON 
SW1A 0AA 
 
19 September 2000 
 
To:  All Members of the All Party Parliamentary Group 
 
Dear Graham 
 
NHS National Plan – Patient Empowerment 
 
I am writing to advise you of the latest developments with regard to the 
Government’s proposal to abolish Community Health Councils.  Patrick Hall 
MP will be contacting you again shortly regarding a date for a meeting of the 
group.  I understand that the Parliamentary Under Secretary of State for 
Health responsible for CHCs, Gisela Stuart, has agreed to meet with the 
group. 
 
In the meantime, you may find the following of interest and assistance. 
 
1] I have attached a model press release regarding the abolition of CHCs.   
 It would be helpful if those MPs concerned about the Government’s  
 proposals could issue this to local media.  If you or your office require  
 further assistance in raising this issue in the media, please contact our  
 Media Officer, Murray Benham on 020 7609 8138. 
 
2] A “four nations” meeting took place last week, involving representatives  
 of CHCs in England and Wales, Health Councils in Scotland and  
 Health and Social Services Councils in Northern Ireland.  It was  

agreed at that meeting that new models for patient empowerment in all 
parts of the UK must meet the following principles: 
 
§ Independence 
§ People focussed 
§ National body to co-ordinate and set standards 
§ Integration 
§ Service wide 
§ Statutory rights 
§ Representative 
§ Transparency 

 
These criteria reflect the concerns about the National Plan which I 
raised with you in my previous letter. 

 



3] ACHCEW has continued to develop our views on the Plan.  Our 
concern is to ensure that the public get the best deal in the Health 
Service, and that any new models incorporate the principles outlined 
above.  We have, as a consequence, begun work on a successor 
structure to CHCs in their current form, that could deliver the proposals 
in the National Plan, and meet our current concerns.  A chart setting 
out this skeleton structure is attached for your information. 

 
4] I also attach an electronic copy of the article which appeared in The 

Guardian setting out our concerns. 
 
I hope that you find this information of assistance.  If you would like further  
Information, or would like to discuss the issues raised, please do not hesitate  
To get in touch. 
 
Yours sincerely  
 
 
 
 
 
DONNA COVEY 
Director 
 
Encs 



 
 
 
 
Andrew Stundell MP 
House of Commons 
LONDON 
SW1A 0AA 
 
19 September 2000 
 
To:  All Members of the All Party Parliamentary Group 
 
Dear Andrew 
 
NHS National Plan – Patient Empowerment 
 
I am writing to advise you of the latest developments with regard to the 
Government’s proposal to abolish Community Health Councils.  Patrick Hall 
MP will be contacting you again shortly regarding a date for a meeting of the 
group.  I understand that the Parliamentary Under Secretary of State for 
Health responsible for CHCs, Gisela Stuart, has agreed to meet with the 
group. 
 
In the meantime, you may find the following of interest and assistance. 
 
1] I have attached a model press release regarding the abolition of CHCs.   
 It would be helpful if those MPs concerned about the Government’s  
 proposals could issue this to local media.  If you or your office require  
 further assistance in raising this issue in the media, please contact our  
 Media Officer, Murray Benham on 020 7609 8138. 
 
2] A “four nations” meeting took place last week, involving representatives  
 of CHCs in England and Wales, Health Councils in Scotland and  
 Health and Social Services Councils in Northern Ireland.  It was  

agreed at that meeting that new models for patient empowerment in all 
parts of the UK must meet the following principles: 
 
§ Independence 
§ People focussed 
§ National body to co-ordinate and set standards 
§ Integration 
§ Service wide 
§ Statutory rights 
§ Representative 
§ Transparency 

 
These criteria reflect the concerns about the National Plan which I 
raised with you in my previous letter. 

 



3] ACHCEW has continued to develop our views on the Plan.  Our 
concern is to ensure that the public get the best deal in the Health 
Service, and that any new models incorporate the principles outlined 
above.  We have, as a consequence, begun work on a successor 
structure to CHCs in their current form, that could deliver the proposals 
in the National Plan, and meet our current concerns.  A chart setting 
out this skeleton structure is attached for your information. 

 
4] I also attach an electronic copy of the article which appeared in The 

Guardian setting out our concerns. 
 
I hope that you find this information of assistance.  If you would like further  
Information, or would like to discuss the issues raised, please do not hesitate  
To get in touch. 
 
Yours sincerely  
 
 
 
 
 
DONNA COVEY 
Director 
 
Encs 



 
 
 
 
Ann Taylor MP 
House of Commons 
LONDON 
SW1A 0AA 
 
19 September 2000 
 
To:  All Members of the All Party Parliamentary Group 
 
Dear Ann 
 
NHS National Plan – Patient Empowerment 
 
I am writing to advise you of the latest developments with regard to the 
Government’s proposal to abolish Community Health Councils.  Patrick Hall 
MP will be contacting you again shortly regarding a date for a meeting of the 
group.  I understand that the Parliamentary Under Secretary of State for 
Health responsible for CHCs, Gisela Stuart, has agreed to meet with the 
group. 
 
In the meantime, you may find the following of interest and assistance. 
 
1] I have attached a model press release regarding the abolition of CHCs.   
 It would be helpful if those MPs concerned about the Government’s  
 proposals could issue this to local media.  If you or your office require  
 further assistance in raising this issue in the media, please contact our  
 Media Officer, Murray Benham on 020 7609 8138. 
 
2] A “four nations” meeting took place last week, involving representatives  
 of CHCs in England and Wales, Health Councils in Scotland and  
 Health and Social Services Councils in Northern Ireland.  It was  

agreed at that meeting that new models for patient empowerment in all 
parts of the UK must meet the following principles: 
 
§ Independence 
§ People focussed 
§ National body to co-ordinate and set standards 
§ Integration 
§ Service wide 
§ Statutory rights 
§ Representative 
§ Transparency 

 
These criteria reflect the concerns about the National Plan which I 
raised with you in my previous letter. 

 



3] ACHCEW has continued to develop our views on the Plan.  Our 
concern is to ensure that the public get the best deal in the Health 
Service, and that any new models incorporate the principles outlined 
above.  We have, as a consequence, begun work on a successor 
structure to CHCs in their current form, that could deliver the proposals 
in the National Plan, and meet our current concerns.  A chart setting 
out this skeleton structure is attached for your information. 

 
4] I also attach an electronic copy of the article which appeared in The 

Guardian setting out our concerns. 
 
I hope that you find this information of assistance.  If you would like further  
Information, or would like to discuss the issues raised, please do not hesitate  
To get in touch. 
 
Yours sincerely  
 
 
 
 
 
DONNA COVEY 
Director 
 
Encs 



 
 
 
 
Dari Taylor MP 
House of Commons 
LONDON 
SW1A 0AA 
 
19 September 2000 
 
To:  All Members of the All Party Parliamentary Group 
 
Dear Dari 
 
NHS National Plan – Patient Empowerment 
 
I am writing to advise you of the latest developments with regard to the 
Government’s proposal to abolish Community Health Councils.  Patrick Hall 
MP will be contacting you again shortly regarding a date for a meeting of the 
group.  I understand that the Parliamentary Under Secretary of State for 
Health responsible for CHCs, Gisela Stuart, has agreed to meet with the 
group. 
 
In the meantime, you may find the following of interest and assistance. 
 
1] I have attached a model press release regarding the abolition of CHCs.   
 It would be helpful if those MPs concerned about the Government’s  
 proposals could issue this to local media.  If you or your office require  
 further assistance in raising this issue in the media, please contact our  
 Media Officer, Murray Benham on 020 7609 8138. 
 
2] A “four nations” meeting took place last week, involving representatives  
 of CHCs in England and Wales, Health Councils in Scotland and  
 Health and Social Services Councils in Northern Ireland.  It was  

agreed at that meeting that new models for patient empowerment in all 
parts of the UK must meet the following principles: 
 
§ Independence 
§ People focussed 
§ National body to co-ordinate and set standards 
§ Integration 
§ Service wide 
§ Statutory rights 
§ Representative 
§ Transparency 

 
These criteria reflect the concerns about the National Plan which I 
raised with you in my previous letter. 

 



3] ACHCEW has continued to develop our views on the Plan.  Our 
concern is to ensure that the public get the best deal in the Health 
Service, and that any new models incorporate the principles outlined 
above.  We have, as a consequence, begun work on a successor 
structure to CHCs in their current form, that could deliver the proposals 
in the National Plan, and meet our current concerns.  A chart setting 
out this skeleton structure is attached for your information. 

 
4] I also attach an electronic copy of the article which appeared in The 

Guardian setting out our concerns. 
 
I hope that you find this information of assistance.  If you would like further  
Information, or would like to discuss the issues raised, please do not hesitate  
To get in touch. 
 
Yours sincerely  
 
 
 
 
 
DONNA COVEY 
Director 
 
Encs 



 
 
 
 
Ian Taylor MP 
House of Commons 
LONDON 
SW1A 0AA 
 
19 September 2000 
 
To:  All Members of the All Party Parliamentary Group 
 
Dear Ian 
 
NHS National Plan – Patient Empowerment 
 
I am writing to advise you of the latest developments with regard to the 
Government’s proposal to abolish Community Health Councils.  Patrick Hall 
MP will be contacting you again shortly regarding a date for a meeting of the 
group.  I understand that the Parliamentary Under Secretary of State for 
Health responsible for CHCs, Gisela Stuart, has agreed to meet with the 
group. 
 
In the meantime, you may find the following of interest and assistance. 
 
1] I have attached a model press release regarding the abolition of CHCs.   
 It would be helpful if those MPs concerned about the Government’s  
 proposals could issue this to local media.  If you or your office require  
 further assistance in raising this issue in the media, please contact our  
 Media Officer, Murray Benham on 020 7609 8138. 
 
2] A “four nations” meeting took place last week, involving representatives  
 of CHCs in England and Wales, Health Councils in Scotland and  
 Health and Social Services Councils in Northern Ireland.  It was  

agreed at that meeting that new models for patient empowerment in all 
parts of the UK must meet the following principles: 
 
§ Independence 
§ People focussed 
§ National body to co-ordinate and set standards 
§ Integration 
§ Service wide 
§ Statutory rights 
§ Representative 
§ Transparency 

 
These criteria reflect the concerns about the National Plan which I 
raised with you in my previous letter. 

 



3] ACHCEW has continued to develop our views on the Plan.  Our 
concern is to ensure that the public get the best deal in the Health 
Service, and that any new models incorporate the principles outlined 
above.  We have, as a consequence, begun work on a successor 
structure to CHCs in their current form, that could deliver the proposals 
in the National Plan, and meet our current concerns.  A chart setting 
out this skeleton structure is attached for your information. 

 
4] I also attach an electronic copy of the article which appeared in The 

Guardian setting out our concerns. 
 
I hope that you find this information of assistance.  If you would like further  
Information, or would like to discuss the issues raised, please do not hesitate  
To get in touch. 
 
Yours sincerely  
 
 
 
 
 
DONNA COVEY 
Director 
 
Encs 



 
 
 
 
Mathew Taylor MP 
House of Commons 
LONDON 
SW1A 0AA 
 
19 September 2000 
 
To:  All Members of the All Party Parliamentary Group 
 
Dear Mathew 
 
NHS National Plan – Patient Empowerment 
 
I am writing to advise you of the latest developments with regard to the 
Government’s proposal to abolish Community Health Councils.  Patrick Hall 
MP will be contacting you again shortly regarding a date for a meeting of the 
group.  I understand that the Parliamentary Under Secretary of State for 
Health responsible for CHCs, Gisela Stuart, has agreed to meet with the 
group. 
 
In the meantime, you may find the following of interest and assistance. 
 
1] I have attached a model press release regarding the abolition of CHCs.   
 It would be helpful if those MPs concerned about the Government’s  
 proposals could issue this to local media.  If you or your office require  
 further assistance in raising this issue in the media, please contact our  
 Media Officer, Murray Benham on 020 7609 8138. 
 
2] A “four nations” meeting took place last week, involving representatives  
 of CHCs in England and Wales, Health Councils in Scotland and  
 Health and Social Services Councils in Northern Ireland.  It was  

agreed at that meeting that new models for patient empowerment in all 
parts of the UK must meet the following principles: 
 
§ Independence 
§ People focussed 
§ National body to co-ordinate and set standards 
§ Integration 
§ Service wide 
§ Statutory rights 
§ Representative 
§ Transparency 

 
These criteria reflect the concerns about the National Plan which I 
raised with you in my previous letter. 

 



3] ACHCEW has continued to develop our views on the Plan.  Our 
concern is to ensure that the public get the best deal in the Health 
Service, and that any new models incorporate the principles outlined 
above.  We have, as a consequence, begun work on a successor 
structure to CHCs in their current form, that could deliver the proposals 
in the National Plan, and meet our current concerns.  A chart setting 
out this skeleton structure is attached for your information. 

 
4] I also attach an electronic copy of the article which appeared in The 

Guardian setting out our concerns. 
 
I hope that you find this information of assistance.  If you would like further  
Information, or would like to discuss the issues raised, please do not hesitate  
To get in touch. 
 
Yours sincerely  
 
 
 
 
 
DONNA COVEY 
Director 
 
Encs 



 
 
 
 
Teddy Taylor MP 
House of Commons 
LONDON 
SW1A 0AA 
 
19 September 2000 
 
To:  All Members of the All Party Parliamentary Group 
 
Dear Teddy 
 
NHS National Plan – Patient Empowerment 
 
I am writing to advise you of the latest developments with regard to the 
Government’s proposal to abolish Community Health Councils.  Patrick Hall 
MP will be contacting you again shortly regarding a date for a meeting of the 
group.  I understand that the Parliamentary Under Secretary of State for 
Health responsible for CHCs, Gisela Stuart, has agreed to meet with the 
group. 
 
In the meantime, you may find the following of interest and assistance. 
 
1] I have attached a model press release regarding the abolition of CHCs.   
 It would be helpful if those MPs concerned about the Government’s  
 proposals could issue this to local media.  If you or your office require  
 further assistance in raising this issue in the media, please contact our  
 Media Officer, Murray Benham on 020 7609 8138. 
 
2] A “four nations” meeting took place last week, involving representatives  
 of CHCs in England and Wales, Health Councils in Scotland and  
 Health and Social Services Councils in Northern Ireland.  It was  

agreed at that meeting that new models for patient empowerment in all 
parts of the UK must meet the following principles: 
 
§ Independence 
§ People focussed 
§ National body to co-ordinate and set standards 
§ Integration 
§ Service wide 
§ Statutory rights 
§ Representative 
§ Transparency 

 
These criteria reflect the concerns about the National Plan which I 
raised with you in my previous letter. 

 



3] ACHCEW has continued to develop our views on the Plan.  Our 
concern is to ensure that the public get the best deal in the Health 
Service, and that any new models incorporate the principles outlined 
above.  We have, as a consequence, begun work on a successor 
structure to CHCs in their current form, that could deliver the proposals 
in the National Plan, and meet our current concerns.  A chart setting 
out this skeleton structure is attached for your information. 

 
4] I also attach an electronic copy of the article which appeared in The 

Guardian setting out our concerns. 
 
I hope that you find this information of assistance.  If you would like further  
Information, or would like to discuss the issues raised, please do not hesitate  
To get in touch. 
 
Yours sincerely  
 
 
 
 
 
DONNA COVEY 
Director 
 
Encs 



 
 
 
 
Gareth Thomas MP 
House of Commons 
LONDON 
SW1A 0AA 
 
19 September 2000 
 
To:  All Members of the All Party Parliamentary Group 
 
Dear Gareth 
 
NHS National Plan – Patient Empowerment 
 
I am writing to advise you of the latest developments with regard to the 
Government’s proposal to abolish Community Health Councils.  Patrick Hall 
MP will be contacting you again shortly regarding a date for a meeting of the 
group.  I understand that the Parliamentary Under Secretary of State for 
Health responsible for CHCs, Gisela Stuart, has agreed to meet with the 
group. 
 
In the meantime, you may find the following of interest and assistance. 
 
1] I have attached a model press release regarding the abolition of CHCs.   
 It would be helpful if those MPs concerned about the Government’s  
 proposals could issue this to local media.  If you or your office require  
 further assistance in raising this issue in the media, please contact our  
 Media Officer, Murray Benham on 020 7609 8138. 
 
2] A “four nations” meeting took place last week, involving representatives  
 of CHCs in England and Wales, Health Councils in Scotland and  
 Health and Social Services Councils in Northern Ireland.  It was  

agreed at that meeting that new models for patient empowerment in all 
parts of the UK must meet the following principles: 
 
§ Independence 
§ People focussed 
§ National body to co-ordinate and set standards 
§ Integration 
§ Service wide 
§ Statutory rights 
§ Representative 
§ Transparency 

 
These criteria reflect the concerns about the National Plan which I 
raised with you in my previous letter. 

 



3] ACHCEW has continued to develop our views on the Plan.  Our 
concern is to ensure that the public get the best deal in the Health 
Service, and that any new models incorporate the principles outlined 
above.  We have, as a consequence, begun work on a successor 
structure to CHCs in their current form, that could deliver the proposals 
in the National Plan, and meet our current concerns.  A chart setting 
out this skeleton structure is attached for your information. 

 
4] I also attach an electronic copy of the article which appeared in The 

Guardian setting out our concerns. 
 
I hope that you find this information of assistance.  If you would like further  
Information, or would like to discuss the issues raised, please do not hesitate  
To get in touch. 
 
Yours sincerely  
 
 
 
 
 
DONNA COVEY 
Director 
 
Encs 



 
 
 
 
Gareth Thomas MP 
House of Commons 
LONDON 
SW1A 0AA 
 
19 September 2000 
 
To:  All Members of the All Party Parliamentary Group 
 
Dear Gareth 
 
NHS National Plan – Patient Empowerment 
 
I am writing to advise you of the latest developments with regard to the 
Government’s proposal to abolish Community Health Councils.  Patrick Hall 
MP will be contacting you again shortly regarding a date for a meeting of the 
group.  I understand that the Parliamentary Under Secretary of State for 
Health responsible for CHCs, Gisela Stuart, has agreed to meet with the 
group. 
 
In the meantime, you may find the following of interest and assistance. 
 
1] I have attached a model press release regarding the abolition of CHCs.   
 It would be helpful if those MPs concerned about the Government’s  
 proposals could issue this to local media.  If you or your office require  
 further assistance in raising this issue in the media, please contact our  
 Media Officer, Murray Benham on 020 7609 8138. 
 
2] A “four nations” meeting took place last week, involving representatives  
 of CHCs in England and Wales, Health Councils in Scotland and  
 Health and Social Services Councils in Northern Ireland.  It was  

agreed at that meeting that new models for patient empowerment in all 
parts of the UK must meet the following principles: 
 
§ Independence 
§ People focussed 
§ National body to co-ordinate and set standards 
§ Integration 
§ Service wide 
§ Statutory rights 
§ Representative 
§ Transparency 

 
These criteria reflect the concerns about the National Plan which I 
raised with you in my previous letter. 

 



3] ACHCEW has continued to develop our views on the Plan.  Our 
concern is to ensure that the public get the best deal in the Health 
Service, and that any new models incorporate the principles outlined 
above.  We have, as a consequence, begun work on a successor 
structure to CHCs in their current form, that could deliver the proposals 
in the National Plan, and meet our current concerns.  A chart setting 
out this skeleton structure is attached for your information. 

 
4] I also attach an electronic copy of the article which appeared in The 

Guardian setting out our concerns. 
 
I hope that you find this information of assistance.  If you would like further  
Information, or would like to discuss the issues raised, please do not hesitate  
To get in touch. 
 
Yours sincerely  
 
 
 
 
 
DONNA COVEY 
Director 
 
Encs 



 
 
 
 
Mike Todd MP 
House of Commons 
LONDON 
SW1A 0AA 
 
19 September 2000 
 
To:  All Members of the All Party Parliamentary Group 
 
Dear Mike 
 
NHS National Plan – Patient Empowerment 
 
I am writing to advise you of the latest developments with regard to the 
Government’s proposal to abolish Community Health Councils.  Patrick Hall 
MP will be contacting you again shortly regarding a date for a meeting of the 
group.  I understand that the Parliamentary Under Secretary of State for 
Health responsible for CHCs, Gisela Stuart, has agreed to meet with the 
group. 
 
In the meantime, you may find the following of interest and assistance. 
 
1] I have attached a model press release regarding the abolition of CHCs.   
 It would be helpful if those MPs concerned about the Government’s  
 proposals could issue this to local media.  If you or your office require  
 further assistance in raising this issue in the media, please contact our  
 Media Officer, Murray Benham on 020 7609 8138. 
 
2] A “four nations” meeting took place last week, involving representatives  
 of CHCs in England and Wales, Health Councils in Scotland and  
 Health and Social Services Councils in Northern Ireland.  It was  

agreed at that meeting that new models for patient empowerment in all 
parts of the UK must meet the following principles: 
 
§ Independence 
§ People focussed 
§ National body to co-ordinate and set standards 
§ Integration 
§ Service wide 
§ Statutory rights 
§ Representative 
§ Transparency 

 
These criteria reflect the concerns about the National Plan which I 
raised with you in my previous letter. 

 



3] ACHCEW has continued to develop our views on the Plan.  Our 
concern is to ensure that the public get the best deal in the Health 
Service, and that any new models incorporate the principles outlined 
above.  We have, as a consequence, begun work on a successor 
structure to CHCs in their current form, that could deliver the proposals 
in the National Plan, and meet our current concerns.  A chart setting 
out this skeleton structure is attached for your information. 

 
4] I also attach an electronic copy of the article which appeared in The 

Guardian setting out our concerns. 
 
I hope that you find this information of assistance.  If you would like further  
Information, or would like to discuss the issues raised, please do not hesitate  
To get in touch. 
 
Yours sincerely  
 
 
 
 
 
DONNA COVEY 
Director 
 
Encs 



 
 
 
 
Don Touhig MP 
House of Commons 
LONDON 
SW1A 0AA 
 
19 September 2000 
 
To:  All Members of the All Party Parliamentary Group 
 
Dear Don 
 
NHS National Plan – Patient Empowerment 
 
I am writing to advise you of the latest developments with regard to the 
Government’s proposal to abolish Community Health Councils.  Patrick Hall 
MP will be contacting you again shortly regarding a date for a meeting of the 
group.  I understand that the Parliamentary Under Secretary of State for 
Health responsible for CHCs, Gisela Stuart, has agreed to meet with the 
group. 
 
In the meantime, you may find the following of interest and assistance. 
 
1] I have attached a model press release regarding the abolition of CHCs.   
 It would be helpful if those MPs concerned about the Government’s  
 proposals could issue this to local media.  If you or your office require  
 further assistance in raising this issue in the media, please contact our  
 Media Officer, Murray Benham on 020 7609 8138. 
 
2] A “four nations” meeting took place last week, involving representatives  
 of CHCs in England and Wales, Health Councils in Scotland and  
 Health and Social Services Councils in Northern Ireland.  It was  

agreed at that meeting that new models for patient empowerment in all 
parts of the UK must meet the following principles: 
 
§ Independence 
§ People focussed 
§ National body to co-ordinate and set standards 
§ Integration 
§ Service wide 
§ Statutory rights 
§ Representative 
§ Transparency 

 
These criteria reflect the concerns about the National Plan which I 
raised with you in my previous letter. 

 



3] ACHCEW has continued to develop our views on the Plan.  Our 
concern is to ensure that the public get the best deal in the Health 
Service, and that any new models incorporate the principles outlined 
above.  We have, as a consequence, begun work on a successor 
structure to CHCs in their current form, that could deliver the proposals 
in the National Plan, and meet our current concerns.  A chart setting 
out this skeleton structure is attached for your information. 

 
4] I also attach an electronic copy of the article which appeared in The 

Guardian setting out our concerns. 
 
I hope that you find this information of assistance.  If you would like further  
Information, or would like to discuss the issues raised, please do not hesitate  
To get in touch. 
 
Yours sincerely  
 
 
 
 
 
DONNA COVEY 
Director 
 
Encs 



 
 
 
 
Paul Truswell MP 
House of Commons 
LONDON 
SW1A 0AA 
 
19 September 2000 
 
To:  All Members of the All Party Parliamentary Group 
 
Dear Paul 
 
NHS National Plan – Patient Empowerment 
 
I am writing to advise you of the latest developments with regard to the 
Government’s proposal to abolish Community Health Councils.  Patrick Hall 
MP will be contacting you again shortly regarding a date for a meeting of the 
group.  I understand that the Parliamentary Under Secretary of State for 
Health responsible for CHCs, Gisela Stuart, has agreed to meet with the 
group. 
 
In the meantime, you may find the following of interest and assistance. 
 
1] I have attached a model press release regarding the abolition of CHCs.   
 It would be helpful if those MPs concerned about the Government’s  
 proposals could issue this to local media.  If you or your office require  
 further assistance in raising this issue in the media, please contact our  
 Media Officer, Murray Benham on 020 7609 8138. 
 
2] A “four nations” meeting took place last week, involving representatives  
 of CHCs in England and Wales, Health Councils in Scotland and  
 Health and Social Services Councils in Northern Ireland.  It was  

agreed at that meeting that new models for patient empowerment in all 
parts of the UK must meet the following principles: 
 
§ Independence 
§ People focussed 
§ National body to co-ordinate and set standards 
§ Integration 
§ Service wide 
§ Statutory rights 
§ Representative 
§ Transparency 

 
These criteria reflect the concerns about the National Plan which I 
raised with you in my previous letter. 

 



3] ACHCEW has continued to develop our views on the Plan.  Our 
concern is to ensure that the public get the best deal in the Health 
Service, and that any new models incorporate the principles outlined 
above.  We have, as a consequence, begun work on a successor 
structure to CHCs in their current form, that could deliver the proposals 
in the National Plan, and meet our current concerns.  A chart setting 
out this skeleton structure is attached for your information. 

 
4] I also attach an electronic copy of the article which appeared in The 

Guardian setting out our concerns. 
 
I hope that you find this information of assistance.  If you would like further  
Information, or would like to discuss the issues raised, please do not hesitate  
To get in touch. 
 
Yours sincerely  
 
 
 
 
 
DONNA COVEY 
Director 
 
Encs 



 
 
 
 
Dennis Turner MP 
House of Commons 
LONDON 
SW1A 0AA 
 
19 September 2000 
 
To:  All Members of the All Party Parliamentary Group 
 
Dear Dennis 
 
NHS National Plan – Patient Empowerment 
 
I am writing to advise you of the latest developments with regard to the 
Government’s proposal to abolish Community Health Councils.  Patrick Hall 
MP will be contacting you again shortly regarding a date for a meeting of the 
group.  I understand that the Parliamentary Under Secretary of State for 
Health responsible for CHCs, Gisela Stuart, has agreed to meet with the 
group. 
 
In the meantime, you may find the following of interest and assistance. 
 
1] I have attached a model press release regarding the abolition of CHCs.   
 It would be helpful if those MPs concerned about the Government’s  
 proposals could issue this to local media.  If you or your office require  
 further assistance in raising this issue in the media, please contact our  
 Media Officer, Murray Benham on 020 7609 8138. 
 
2] A “four nations” meeting took place last week, involving representatives  
 of CHCs in England and Wales, Health Councils in Scotland and  
 Health and Social Services Councils in Northern Ireland.  It was  

agreed at that meeting that new models for patient empowerment in all 
parts of the UK must meet the following principles: 
 
§ Independence 
§ People focussed 
§ National body to co-ordinate and set standards 
§ Integration 
§ Service wide 
§ Statutory rights 
§ Representative 
§ Transparency 

 
These criteria reflect the concerns about the National Plan which I 
raised with you in my previous letter. 

 



3] ACHCEW has continued to develop our views on the Plan.  Our 
concern is to ensure that the public get the best deal in the Health 
Service, and that any new models incorporate the principles outlined 
above.  We have, as a consequence, begun work on a successor 
structure to CHCs in their current form, that could deliver the proposals 
in the National Plan, and meet our current concerns.  A chart setting 
out this skeleton structure is attached for your information. 

 
4] I also attach an electronic copy of the article which appeared in The 

Guardian setting out our concerns. 
 
I hope that you find this information of assistance.  If you would like further  
Information, or would like to discuss the issues raised, please do not hesitate  
To get in touch. 
 
Yours sincerely  
 
 
 
 
 
DONNA COVEY 
Director 
 
Encs 



 
 
 
 
Des Turner MP 
House of Commons 
LONDON 
SW1A 0AA 
 
19 September 2000 
 
To:  All Members of the All Party Parliamentary Group 
 
Dear Des 
 
NHS National Plan – Patient Empowerment 
 
I am writing to advise you of the latest developments with regard to the 
Government’s proposal to abolish Community Health Councils.  Patrick Hall 
MP will be contacting you again shortly regarding a date for a meeting of the 
group.  I understand that the Parliamentary Under Secretary of State for 
Health responsible for CHCs, Gisela Stuart, has agreed to meet with the 
group. 
 
In the meantime, you may find the following of interest and assistance. 
 
1] I have attached a model press release regarding the abolition of CHCs.   
 It would be helpful if those MPs concerned about the Government’s  
 proposals could issue this to local media.  If you or your office require  
 further assistance in raising this issue in the media, please contact our  
 Media Officer, Murray Benham on 020 7609 8138. 
 
2] A “four nations” meeting took place last week, involving representatives  
 of CHCs in England and Wales, Health Councils in Scotland and  
 Health and Social Services Councils in Northern Ireland.  It was  

agreed at that meeting that new models for patient empowerment in all 
parts of the UK must meet the following principles: 
 
§ Independence 
§ People focussed 
§ National body to co-ordinate and set standards 
§ Integration 
§ Service wide 
§ Statutory rights 
§ Representative 
§ Transparency 

 
These criteria reflect the concerns about the National Plan which I 
raised with you in my previous letter. 

 



3] ACHCEW has continued to develop our views on the Plan.  Our 
concern is to ensure that the public get the best deal in the Health 
Service, and that any new models incorporate the principles outlined 
above.  We have, as a consequence, begun work on a successor 
structure to CHCs in their current form, that could deliver the proposals 
in the National Plan, and meet our current concerns.  A chart setting 
out this skeleton structure is attached for your information. 

 
4] I also attach an electronic copy of the article which appeared in The 

Guardian setting out our concerns. 
 
I hope that you find this information of assistance.  If you would like further  
Information, or would like to discuss the issues raised, please do not hesitate  
To get in touch. 
 
Yours sincerely  
 
 
 
 
 
DONNA COVEY 
Director 
 
Encs 



 
 
 
 
Derek Twigg MP 
House of Commons 
LONDON 
SW1A 0AA 
 
19 September 2000 
 
To:  All Members of the All Party Parliamentary Group 
 
Dear Derek 
 
NHS National Plan – Patient Empowerment 
 
I am writing to advise you of the latest developments with regard to the 
Government’s proposal to abolish Community Health Councils.  Patrick Hall 
MP will be contacting you again shortly regarding a date for a meeting of the 
group.  I understand that the Parliamentary Under Secretary of State for 
Health responsible for CHCs, Gisela Stuart, has agreed to meet with the 
group. 
 
In the meantime, you may find the following of interest and assistance. 
 
1] I have attached a model press release regarding the abolition of CHCs.   
 It would be helpful if those MPs concerned about the Government’s  
 proposals could issue this to local media.  If you or your office require  
 further assistance in raising this issue in the media, please contact our  
 Media Officer, Murray Benham on 020 7609 8138. 
 
2] A “four nations” meeting took place last week, involving representatives  
 of CHCs in England and Wales, Health Councils in Scotland and  
 Health and Social Services Councils in Northern Ireland.  It was  

agreed at that meeting that new models for patient empowerment in all 
parts of the UK must meet the following principles: 
 
§ Independence 
§ People focussed 
§ National body to co-ordinate and set standards 
§ Integration 
§ Service wide 
§ Statutory rights 
§ Representative 
§ Transparency 

 
These criteria reflect the concerns about the National Plan which I 
raised with you in my previous letter. 

 



3] ACHCEW has continued to develop our views on the Plan.  Our 
concern is to ensure that the public get the best deal in the Health 
Service, and that any new models incorporate the principles outlined 
above.  We have, as a consequence, begun work on a successor 
structure to CHCs in their current form, that could deliver the proposals 
in the National Plan, and meet our current concerns.  A chart setting 
out this skeleton structure is attached for your information. 

 
4] I also attach an electronic copy of the article which appeared in The 

Guardian setting out our concerns. 
 
I hope that you find this information of assistance.  If you would like further  
Information, or would like to discuss the issues raised, please do not hesitate  
To get in touch. 
 
Yours sincerely  
 
 
 
 
 
DONNA COVEY 
Director 
 
Encs 



 
 
 
 
Stephen Twigg MP 
House of Commons 
LONDON 
SW1A 0AA 
 
19 September 2000 
 
To:  All Members of the All Party Parliamentary Group 
 
Dear Stephen 
 
NHS National Plan – Patient Empowerment 
 
I am writing to advise you of the latest developments with regard to the 
Government’s proposal to abolish Community Health Councils.  Patrick Hall 
MP will be contacting you again shortly regarding a date for a meeting of the 
group.  I understand that the Parliamentary Under Secretary of State for 
Health responsible for CHCs, Gisela Stuart, has agreed to meet with the 
group. 
 
In the meantime, you may find the following of interest and assistance. 
 
1] I have attached a model press release regarding the abolition of CHCs.   
 It would be helpful if those MPs concerned about the Government’s  
 proposals could issue this to local media.  If you or your office require  
 further assistance in raising this issue in the media, please contact our  
 Media Officer, Murray Benham on 020 7609 8138. 
 
2] A “four nations” meeting took place last week, involving representatives  
 of CHCs in England and Wales, Health Councils in Scotland and  
 Health and Social Services Councils in Northern Ireland.  It was  

agreed at that meeting that new models for patient empowerment in all 
parts of the UK must meet the following principles: 
 
§ Independence 
§ People focussed 
§ National body to co-ordinate and set standards 
§ Integration 
§ Service wide 
§ Statutory rights 
§ Representative 
§ Transparency 

 
These criteria reflect the concerns about the National Plan which I 
raised with you in my previous letter. 

 



3] ACHCEW has continued to develop our views on the Plan.  Our 
concern is to ensure that the public get the best deal in the Health 
Service, and that any new models incorporate the principles outlined 
above.  We have, as a consequence, begun work on a successor 
structure to CHCs in their current form, that could deliver the proposals 
in the National Plan, and meet our current concerns.  A chart setting 
out this skeleton structure is attached for your information. 

 
4] I also attach an electronic copy of the article which appeared in The 

Guardian setting out our concerns. 
 
I hope that you find this information of assistance.  If you would like further  
Information, or would like to discuss the issues raised, please do not hesitate  
To get in touch. 
 
Yours sincerely  
 
 
 
 
 
DONNA COVEY 
Director 
 
Encs 



 
 
 
 
Paul Tyler MP 
House of Commons 
LONDON 
SW1A 0AA 
 
19 September 2000 
 
To:  All Members of the All Party Parliamentary Group 
 
Dear Paul 
 
NHS National Plan – Patient Empowerment 
 
I am writing to advise you of the latest developments with regard to the 
Government’s proposal to abolish Community Health Councils.  Patrick Hall 
MP will be contacting you again shortly regarding a date for a meeting of the 
group.  I understand that the Parliamentary Under Secretary of State for 
Health responsible for CHCs, Gisela Stuart, has agreed to meet with the 
group. 
 
In the meantime, you may find the following of interest and assistance. 
 
1] I have attached a model press release regarding the abolition of CHCs.   
 It would be helpful if those MPs concerned about the Government’s  
 proposals could issue this to local media.  If you or your office require  
 further assistance in raising this issue in the media, please contact our  
 Media Officer, Murray Benham on 020 7609 8138. 
 
2] A “four nations” meeting took place last week, involving representatives  
 of CHCs in England and Wales, Health Councils in Scotland and  
 Health and Social Services Councils in Northern Ireland.  It was  

agreed at that meeting that new models for patient empowerment in all 
parts of the UK must meet the following principles: 
 
§ Independence 
§ People focussed 
§ National body to co-ordinate and set standards 
§ Integration 
§ Service wide 
§ Statutory rights 
§ Representative 
§ Transparency 

 
These criteria reflect the concerns about the National Plan which I 
raised with you in my previous letter. 

 



3] ACHCEW has continued to develop our views on the Plan.  Our 
concern is to ensure that the public get the best deal in the Health 
Service, and that any new models incorporate the principles outlined 
above.  We have, as a consequence, begun work on a successor 
structure to CHCs in their current form, that could deliver the proposals 
in the National Plan, and meet our current concerns.  A chart setting 
out this skeleton structure is attached for your information. 

 
4] I also attach an electronic copy of the article which appeared in The 

Guardian setting out our concerns. 
 
I hope that you find this information of assistance.  If you would like further  
Information, or would like to discuss the issues raised, please do not hesitate  
To get in touch. 
 
Yours sincerely  
 
 
 
 
 
DONNA COVEY 
Director 
 
Encs 



 
 
 
 
Rudolph Vis MP 
House of Commons 
LONDON 
SW1A 0AA 
 
19 September 2000 
 
To:  All Members of the All Party Parliamentary Group 
 
Dear Rudolph 
 
NHS National Plan – Patient Empowerment 
 
I am writing to advise you of the latest developments with regard to the 
Government’s proposal to abolish Community Health Councils.  Patrick Hall 
MP will be contacting you again shortly regarding a date for a meeting of the 
group.  I understand that the Parliamentary Under Secretary of State for 
Health responsible for CHCs, Gisela Stuart, has agreed to meet with the 
group. 
 
In the meantime, you may find the following of interest and assistance. 
 
1] I have attached a model press release regarding the abolition of CHCs.   
 It would be helpful if those MPs concerned about the Government’s  
 proposals could issue this to local media.  If you or your office require  
 further assistance in raising this issue in the media, please contact our  
 Media Officer, Murray Benham on 020 7609 8138. 
 
2] A “four nations” meeting took place last week, involving representatives  
 of CHCs in England and Wales, Health Councils in Scotland and  
 Health and Social Services Councils in Northern Ireland.  It was  

agreed at that meeting that new models for patient empowerment in all 
parts of the UK must meet the following principles: 
 
§ Independence 
§ People focussed 
§ National body to co-ordinate and set standards 
§ Integration 
§ Service wide 
§ Statutory rights 
§ Representative 
§ Transparency 

 
These criteria reflect the concerns about the National Plan which I 
raised with you in my previous letter. 

 



3] ACHCEW has continued to develop our views on the Plan.  Our 
concern is to ensure that the public get the best deal in the Health 
Service, and that any new models incorporate the principles outlined 
above.  We have, as a consequence, begun work on a successor 
structure to CHCs in their current form, that could deliver the proposals 
in the National Plan, and meet our current concerns.  A chart setting 
out this skeleton structure is attached for your information. 

 
4] I also attach an electronic copy of the article which appeared in The 

Guardian setting out our concerns. 
 
I hope that you find this information of assistance.  If you would like further  
Information, or would like to discuss the issues raised, please do not hesitate  
To get in touch. 
 
Yours sincerely  
 
 
 
 
 
DONNA COVEY 
Director 
 
Encs 



 
 
 
 
Robert Walter MP 
House of Commons 
LONDON 
SW1A 0AA 
 
19 September 2000 
 
To:  All Members of the All Party Parliamentary Group 
 
Dear Robert 
 
NHS National Plan – Patient Empowerment 
 
I am writing to advise you of the latest developments with regard to the 
Government’s proposal to abolish Community Health Councils.  Patrick Hall 
MP will be contacting you again shortly regarding a date for a meeting of the 
group.  I understand that the Parliamentary Under Secretary of State for 
Health responsible for CHCs, Gisela Stuart, has agreed to meet with the 
group. 
 
In the meantime, you may find the following of interest and assistance. 
 
1] I have attached a model press release regarding the abolition of CHCs.   
 It would be helpful if those MPs concerned about the Government’s  
 proposals could issue this to local media.  If you or your office require  
 further assistance in raising this issue in the media, please contact our  
 Media Officer, Murray Benham on 020 7609 8138. 
 
2] A “four nations” meeting took place last week, involving representatives  
 of CHCs in England and Wales, Health Councils in Scotland and  
 Health and Social Services Councils in Northern Ireland.  It was  

agreed at that meeting that new models for patient empowerment in all 
parts of the UK must meet the following principles: 
 
§ Independence 
§ People focussed 
§ National body to co-ordinate and set standards 
§ Integration 
§ Service wide 
§ Statutory rights 
§ Representative 
§ Transparency 

 
These criteria reflect the concerns about the National Plan which I 
raised with you in my previous letter. 

 



3] ACHCEW has continued to develop our views on the Plan.  Our 
concern is to ensure that the public get the best deal in the Health 
Service, and that any new models incorporate the principles outlined 
above.  We have, as a consequence, begun work on a successor 
structure to CHCs in their current form, that could deliver the proposals 
in the National Plan, and meet our current concerns.  A chart setting 
out this skeleton structure is attached for your information. 

 
4] I also attach an electronic copy of the article which appeared in The 

Guardian setting out our concerns. 
 
I hope that you find this information of assistance.  If you would like further  
Information, or would like to discuss the issues raised, please do not hesitate  
To get in touch. 
 
Yours sincerely  
 
 
 
 
 
DONNA COVEY 
Director 
 
Encs 



 
 
 
 
Claire Ward MP 
House of Commons 
LONDON 
SW1A 0AA 
 
19 September 2000 
 
To:  All Members of the All Party Parliamentary Group 
 
Dear Claire 
 
NHS National Plan – Patient Empowerment 
 
I am writing to advise you of the latest developments with regard to the 
Government’s proposal to abolish Community Health Councils.  Patrick Hall 
MP will be contacting you again shortly regarding a date for a meeting of the 
group.  I understand that the Parliamentary Under Secretary of State for 
Health responsible for CHCs, Gisela Stuart, has agreed to meet with the 
group. 
 
In the meantime, you may find the following of interest and assistance. 
 
1] I have attached a model press release regarding the abolition of CHCs.   
 It would be helpful if those MPs concerned about the Government’s  
 proposals could issue this to local media.  If you or your office require  
 further assistance in raising this issue in the media, please contact our  
 Media Officer, Murray Benham on 020 7609 8138. 
 
2] A “four nations” meeting took place last week, involving representatives  
 of CHCs in England and Wales, Health Councils in Scotland and  
 Health and Social Services Councils in Northern Ireland.  It was  

agreed at that meeting that new models for patient empowerment in all 
parts of the UK must meet the following principles: 
 
§ Independence 
§ People focussed 
§ National body to co-ordinate and set standards 
§ Integration 
§ Service wide 
§ Statutory rights 
§ Representative 
§ Transparency 

 
These criteria reflect the concerns about the National Plan which I 
raised with you in my previous letter. 

 



3] ACHCEW has continued to develop our views on the Plan.  Our 
concern is to ensure that the public get the best deal in the Health 
Service, and that any new models incorporate the principles outlined 
above.  We have, as a consequence, begun work on a successor 
structure to CHCs in their current form, that could deliver the proposals 
in the National Plan, and meet our current concerns.  A chart setting 
out this skeleton structure is attached for your information. 

 
4] I also attach an electronic copy of the article which appeared in The 

Guardian setting out our concerns. 
 
I hope that you find this information of assistance.  If you would like further  
Information, or would like to discuss the issues raised, please do not hesitate  
To get in touch. 
 
Yours sincerely  
 
 
 
 
 
DONNA COVEY 
Director 
 
Encs 



 
 
 
 
Charles Wardle MP 
House of Commons 
LONDON 
SW1A 0AA 
 
19 September 2000 
 
To:  All Members of the All Party Parliamentary Group 
 
Dear Charles 
 
NHS National Plan – Patient Empowerment 
 
I am writing to advise you of the latest developments with regard to the 
Government’s proposal to abolish Community Health Councils.  Patrick Hall 
MP will be contacting you again shortly regarding a date for a meeting of the 
group.  I understand that the Parliamentary Under Secretary of State for 
Health responsible for CHCs, Gisela Stuart, has agreed to meet with the 
group. 
 
In the meantime, you may find the following of interest and assistance. 
 
1] I have attached a model press release regarding the abolition of CHCs.   
 It would be helpful if those MPs concerned about the Government’s  
 proposals could issue this to local media.  If you or your office require  
 further assistance in raising this issue in the media, please contact our  
 Media Officer, Murray Benham on 020 7609 8138. 
 
2] A “four nations” meeting took place last week, involving representatives  
 of CHCs in England and Wales, Health Councils in Scotland and  
 Health and Social Services Councils in Northern Ireland.  It was  

agreed at that meeting that new models for patient empowerment in all 
parts of the UK must meet the following principles: 
 
§ Independence 
§ People focussed 
§ National body to co-ordinate and set standards 
§ Integration 
§ Service wide 
§ Statutory rights 
§ Representative 
§ Transparency 

 
These criteria reflect the concerns about the National Plan which I 
raised with you in my previous letter. 

 



3] ACHCEW has continued to develop our views on the Plan.  Our 
concern is to ensure that the public get the best deal in the Health 
Service, and that any new models incorporate the principles outlined 
above.  We have, as a consequence, begun work on a successor 
structure to CHCs in their current form, that could deliver the proposals 
in the National Plan, and meet our current concerns.  A chart setting 
out this skeleton structure is attached for your information. 

 
4] I also attach an electronic copy of the article which appeared in The 

Guardian setting out our concerns. 
 
I hope that you find this information of assistance.  If you would like further  
Information, or would like to discuss the issues raised, please do not hesitate  
To get in touch. 
 
Yours sincerely  
 
 
 
 
 
DONNA COVEY 
Director 
 
Encs 



 
 
 
 
Robert Wareing MP 
House of Commons 
LONDON 
SW1A 0AA 
 
19 September 2000 
 
To:  All Members of the All Party Parliamentary Group 
 
Dear Robert 
 
NHS National Plan – Patient Empowerment 
 
I am writing to advise you of the latest developments with regard to the 
Government’s proposal to abolish Community Health Councils.  Patrick Hall 
MP will be contacting you again shortly regarding a date for a meeting of the 
group.  I understand that the Parliamentary Under Secretary of State for 
Health responsible for CHCs, Gisela Stuart, has agreed to meet with the 
group. 
 
In the meantime, you may find the following of interest and assistance. 
 
1] I have attached a model press release regarding the abolition of CHCs.   
 It would be helpful if those MPs concerned about the Government’s  
 proposals could issue this to local media.  If you or your office require  
 further assistance in raising this issue in the media, please contact our  
 Media Officer, Murray Benham on 020 7609 8138. 
 
2] A “four nations” meeting took place last week, involving representatives  
 of CHCs in England and Wales, Health Councils in Scotland and  
 Health and Social Services Councils in Northern Ireland.  It was  

agreed at that meeting that new models for patient empowerment in all 
parts of the UK must meet the following principles: 
 
§ Independence 
§ People focussed 
§ National body to co-ordinate and set standards 
§ Integration 
§ Service wide 
§ Statutory rights 
§ Representative 
§ Transparency 

 
These criteria reflect the concerns about the National Plan which I 
raised with you in my previous letter. 

 



3] ACHCEW has continued to develop our views on the Plan.  Our 
concern is to ensure that the public get the best deal in the Health 
Service, and that any new models incorporate the principles outlined 
above.  We have, as a consequence, begun work on a successor 
structure to CHCs in their current form, that could deliver the proposals 
in the National Plan, and meet our current concerns.  A chart setting 
out this skeleton structure is attached for your information. 

 
4] I also attach an electronic copy of the article which appeared in The 

Guardian setting out our concerns. 
 
I hope that you find this information of assistance.  If you would like further  
Information, or would like to discuss the issues raised, please do not hesitate  
To get in touch. 
 
Yours sincerely  
 
 
 
 
 
DONNA COVEY 
Director 
 
Encs 



 
 
 
 
David Watts MP 
House of Commons 
LONDON 
SW1A 0AA 
 
19 September 2000 
 
To:  All Members of the All Party Parliamentary Group 
 
Dear David 
 
NHS National Plan – Patient Empowerment 
 
I am writing to advise you of the latest developments with regard to the 
Government’s proposal to abolish Community Health Councils.  Patrick Hall 
MP will be contacting you again shortly regarding a date for a meeting of the 
group.  I understand that the Parliamentary Under Secretary of State for 
Health responsible for CHCs, Gisela Stuart, has agreed to meet with the 
group. 
 
In the meantime, you may find the following of interest and assistance. 
 
1] I have attached a model press release regarding the abolition of CHCs.   
 It would be helpful if those MPs concerned about the Government’s  
 proposals could issue this to local media.  If you or your office require  
 further assistance in raising this issue in the media, please contact our  
 Media Officer, Murray Benham on 020 7609 8138. 
 
2] A “four nations” meeting took place last week, involving representatives  
 of CHCs in England and Wales, Health Councils in Scotland and  
 Health and Social Services Councils in Northern Ireland.  It was  

agreed at that meeting that new models for patient empowerment in all 
parts of the UK must meet the following principles: 
 
§ Independence 
§ People focussed 
§ National body to co-ordinate and set standards 
§ Integration 
§ Service wide 
§ Statutory rights 
§ Representative 
§ Transparency 

 
These criteria reflect the concerns about the National Plan which I 
raised with you in my previous letter. 

 



3] ACHCEW has continued to develop our views on the Plan.  Our 
concern is to ensure that the public get the best deal in the Health 
Service, and that any new models incorporate the principles outlined 
above.  We have, as a consequence, begun work on a successor 
structure to CHCs in their current form, that could deliver the proposals 
in the National Plan, and meet our current concerns.  A chart setting 
out this skeleton structure is attached for your information. 

 
4] I also attach an electronic copy of the article which appeared in The 

Guardian setting out our concerns. 
 
I hope that you find this information of assistance.  If you would like further  
Information, or would like to discuss the issues raised, please do not hesitate  
To get in touch. 
 
Yours sincerely  
 
 
 
 
 
DONNA COVEY 
Director 
 
Encs 



 
 
 
 
Steve Webb MP 
House of Commons 
LONDON 
SW1A 0AA 
 
19 September 2000 
 
To:  All Members of the All Party Parliamentary Group 
 
Dear Steve 
 
NHS National Plan – Patient Empowerment 
 
I am writing to advise you of the latest developments with regard to the 
Government’s proposal to abolish Community Health Councils.  Patrick Hall 
MP will be contacting you again shortly regarding a date for a meeting of the 
group.  I understand that the Parliamentary Under Secretary of State for 
Health responsible for CHCs, Gisela Stuart, has agreed to meet with the 
group. 
 
In the meantime, you may find the following of interest and assistance. 
 
1] I have attached a model press release regarding the abolition of CHCs.   
 It would be helpful if those MPs concerned about the Government’s  
 proposals could issue this to local media.  If you or your office require  
 further assistance in raising this issue in the media, please contact our  
 Media Officer, Murray Benham on 020 7609 8138. 
 
2] A “four nations” meeting took place last week, involving representatives  
 of CHCs in England and Wales, Health Councils in Scotland and  
 Health and Social Services Councils in Northern Ireland.  It was  

agreed at that meeting that new models for patient empowerment in all 
parts of the UK must meet the following principles: 
 
§ Independence 
§ People focussed 
§ National body to co-ordinate and set standards 
§ Integration 
§ Service wide 
§ Statutory rights 
§ Representative 
§ Transparency 

 
These criteria reflect the concerns about the National Plan which I 
raised with you in my previous letter. 

 



3] ACHCEW has continued to develop our views on the Plan.  Our 
concern is to ensure that the public get the best deal in the Health 
Service, and that any new models incorporate the principles outlined 
above.  We have, as a consequence, begun work on a successor 
structure to CHCs in their current form, that could deliver the proposals 
in the National Plan, and meet our current concerns.  A chart setting 
out this skeleton structure is attached for your information. 

 
4] I also attach an electronic copy of the article which appeared in The 

Guardian setting out our concerns. 
 
I hope that you find this information of assistance.  If you would like further  
Information, or would like to discuss the issues raised, please do not hesitate  
To get in touch. 
 
Yours sincerely  
 
 
 
 
 
DONNA COVEY 
Director 
 
Encs 



 
 
 
 
Bowen Wells MP 
House of Commons 
LONDON 
SW1A 0AA 
 
19 September 2000 
 
To:  All Members of the All Party Parliamentary Group 
 
Dear Bowen 
 
NHS National Plan – Patient Empowerment 
 
I am writing to advise you of the latest developments with regard to the 
Government’s proposal to abolish Community Health Councils.  Patrick Hall 
MP will be contacting you again shortly regarding a date for a meeting of the 
group.  I understand that the Parliamentary Under Secretary of State for 
Health responsible for CHCs, Gisela Stuart, has agreed to meet with the 
group. 
 
In the meantime, you may find the following of interest and assistance. 
 
1] I have attached a model press release regarding the abolition of CHCs.   
 It would be helpful if those MPs concerned about the Government’s  
 proposals could issue this to local media.  If you or your office require  
 further assistance in raising this issue in the media, please contact our  
 Media Officer, Murray Benham on 020 7609 8138. 
 
2] A “four nations” meeting took place last week, involving representatives  
 of CHCs in England and Wales, Health Councils in Scotland and  
 Health and Social Services Councils in Northern Ireland.  It was  

agreed at that meeting that new models for patient empowerment in all 
parts of the UK must meet the following principles: 
 
§ Independence 
§ People focussed 
§ National body to co-ordinate and set standards 
§ Integration 
§ Service wide 
§ Statutory rights 
§ Representative 
§ Transparency 

 
These criteria reflect the concerns about the National Plan which I 
raised with you in my previous letter. 

 



3] ACHCEW has continued to develop our views on the Plan.  Our 
concern is to ensure that the public get the best deal in the Health 
Service, and that any new models incorporate the principles outlined 
above.  We have, as a consequence, begun work on a successor 
structure to CHCs in their current form, that could deliver the proposals 
in the National Plan, and meet our current concerns.  A chart setting 
out this skeleton structure is attached for your information. 

 
4] I also attach an electronic copy of the article which appeared in The 

Guardian setting out our concerns. 
 
I hope that you find this information of assistance.  If you would like further  
Information, or would like to discuss the issues raised, please do not hesitate  
To get in touch. 
 
Yours sincerely  
 
 
 
 
 
DONNA COVEY 
Director 
 
Encs 



 
 
 
 
Brian White MP 
House of Commons 
LONDON 
SW1A 0AA 
 
19 September 2000 
 
To:  All Members of the All Party Parliamentary Group 
 
Dear Brian 
 
NHS National Plan – Patient Empowerment 
 
I am writing to advise you of the latest developments with regard to the 
Government’s proposal to abolish Community Health Councils.  Patrick Hall 
MP will be contacting you again shortly regarding a date for a meeting of the 
group.  I understand that the Parliamentary Under Secretary of State for 
Health responsible for CHCs, Gisela Stuart, has agreed to meet with the 
group. 
 
In the meantime, you may find the following of interest and assistance. 
 
1] I have attached a model press release regarding the abolition of CHCs.   
 It would be helpful if those MPs concerned about the Government’s  
 proposals could issue this to local media.  If you or your office require  
 further assistance in raising this issue in the media, please contact our  
 Media Officer, Murray Benham on 020 7609 8138. 
 
2] A “four nations” meeting took place last week, involving representatives  
 of CHCs in England and Wales, Health Councils in Scotland and  
 Health and Social Services Councils in Northern Ireland.  It was  

agreed at that meeting that new models for patient empowerment in all 
parts of the UK must meet the following principles: 
 
§ Independence 
§ People focussed 
§ National body to co-ordinate and set standards 
§ Integration 
§ Service wide 
§ Statutory rights 
§ Representative 
§ Transparency 

 
These criteria reflect the concerns about the National Plan which I 
raised with you in my previous letter. 

 



3] ACHCEW has continued to develop our views on the Plan.  Our 
concern is to ensure that the public get the best deal in the Health 
Service, and that any new models incorporate the principles outlined 
above.  We have, as a consequence, begun work on a successor 
structure to CHCs in their current form, that could deliver the proposals 
in the National Plan, and meet our current concerns.  A chart setting 
out this skeleton structure is attached for your information. 

 
4] I also attach an electronic copy of the article which appeared in The 

Guardian setting out our concerns. 
 
I hope that you find this information of assistance.  If you would like further  
Information, or would like to discuss the issues raised, please do not hesitate  
To get in touch. 
 
Yours sincerely  
 
 
 
 
 
DONNA COVEY 
Director 
 
Encs 



 
 
 
 
Ray Whitney MP 
House of Commons 
LONDON 
SW1A 0AA 
 
19 September 2000 
 
To:  All Members of the All Party Parliamentary Group 
 
Dear Ray 
 
NHS National Plan – Patient Empowerment 
 
I am writing to advise you of the latest developments with regard to the 
Government’s proposal to abolish Community Health Councils.  Patrick Hall 
MP will be contacting you again shortly regarding a date for a meeting of the 
group.  I understand that the Parliamentary Under Secretary of State for 
Health responsible for CHCs, Gisela Stuart, has agreed to meet with the 
group. 
 
In the meantime, you may find the following of interest and assistance. 
 
1] I have attached a model press release regarding the abolition of CHCs.   
 It would be helpful if those MPs concerned about the Government’s  
 proposals could issue this to local media.  If you or your office require  
 further assistance in raising this issue in the media, please contact our  
 Media Officer, Murray Benham on 020 7609 8138. 
 
2] A “four nations” meeting took place last week, involving representatives  
 of CHCs in England and Wales, Health Councils in Scotland and  
 Health and Social Services Councils in Northern Ireland.  It was  

agreed at that meeting that new models for patient empowerment in all 
parts of the UK must meet the following principles: 
 
§ Independence 
§ People focussed 
§ National body to co-ordinate and set standards 
§ Integration 
§ Service wide 
§ Statutory rights 
§ Representative 
§ Transparency 

 
These criteria reflect the concerns about the National Plan which I 
raised with you in my previous letter. 

 



3] ACHCEW has continued to develop our views on the Plan.  Our 
concern is to ensure that the public get the best deal in the Health 
Service, and that any new models incorporate the principles outlined 
above.  We have, as a consequence, begun work on a successor 
structure to CHCs in their current form, that could deliver the proposals 
in the National Plan, and meet our current concerns.  A chart setting 
out this skeleton structure is attached for your information. 

 
4] I also attach an electronic copy of the article which appeared in The 

Guardian setting out our concerns. 
 
I hope that you find this information of assistance.  If you would like further  
Information, or would like to discuss the issues raised, please do not hesitate  
To get in touch. 
 
Yours sincerely  
 
 
 
 
 
DONNA COVEY 
Director 
 
Encs 



 
 
 
 
Malcom Wick MP 
House of Commons 
LONDON 
SW1A 0AA 
 
19 September 2000 
 
To:  All Members of the All Party Parliamentary Group 
 
Dear Malcom 
 
NHS National Plan – Patient Empowerment 
 
I am writing to advise you of the latest developments with regard to the 
Government’s proposal to abolish Community Health Councils.  Patrick Hall 
MP will be contacting you again shortly regarding a date for a meeting of the 
group.  I understand that the Parliamentary Under Secretary of State for 
Health responsible for CHCs, Gisela Stuart, has agreed to meet with the 
group. 
 
In the meantime, you may find the following of interest and assistance. 
 
1] I have attached a model press release regarding the abolition of CHCs.   
 It would be helpful if those MPs concerned about the Government’s  
 proposals could issue this to local media.  If you or your office require  
 further assistance in raising this issue in the media, please contact our  
 Media Officer, Murray Benham on 020 7609 8138. 
 
2] A “four nations” meeting took place last week, involving representatives  
 of CHCs in England and Wales, Health Councils in Scotland and  
 Health and Social Services Councils in Northern Ireland.  It was  

agreed at that meeting that new models for patient empowerment in all 
parts of the UK must meet the following principles: 
 
§ Independence 
§ People focussed 
§ National body to co-ordinate and set standards 
§ Integration 
§ Service wide 
§ Statutory rights 
§ Representative 
§ Transparency 

 
These criteria reflect the concerns about the National Plan which I 
raised with you in my previous letter. 

 



3] ACHCEW has continued to develop our views on the Plan.  Our 
concern is to ensure that the public get the best deal in the Health 
Service, and that any new models incorporate the principles outlined 
above.  We have, as a consequence, begun work on a successor 
structure to CHCs in their current form, that could deliver the proposals 
in the National Plan, and meet our current concerns.  A chart setting 
out this skeleton structure is attached for your information. 

 
4] I also attach an electronic copy of the article which appeared in The 

Guardian setting out our concerns. 
 
I hope that you find this information of assistance.  If you would like further  
Information, or would like to discuss the issues raised, please do not hesitate  
To get in touch. 
 
Yours sincerely  
 
 
 
 
 
DONNA COVEY 
Director 
 
Encs 



 
 
 
 
Dafydd Wigley MP 
House of Commons 
LONDON 
SW1A 0AA 
 
19 September 2000 
 
To:  All Members of the All Party Parliamentary Group 
 
Dear Dafydd 
 
NHS National Plan – Patient Empowerment 
 
I am writing to advise you of the latest developments with regard to the 
Government’s proposal to abolish Community Health Councils.  Patrick Hall 
MP will be contacting you again shortly regarding a date for a meeting of the 
group.  I understand that the Parliamentary Under Secretary of State for 
Health responsible for CHCs, Gisela Stuart, has agreed to meet with the 
group. 
 
In the meantime, you may find the following of interest and assistance. 
 
1] I have attached a model press release regarding the abolition of CHCs.   
 It would be helpful if those MPs concerned about the Government’s  
 proposals could issue this to local media.  If you or your office require  
 further assistance in raising this issue in the media, please contact our  
 Media Officer, Murray Benham on 020 7609 8138. 
 
2] A “four nations” meeting took place last week, involving representatives  
 of CHCs in England and Wales, Health Councils in Scotland and  
 Health and Social Services Councils in Northern Ireland.  It was  

agreed at that meeting that new models for patient empowerment in all 
parts of the UK must meet the following principles: 
 
§ Independence 
§ People focussed 
§ National body to co-ordinate and set standards 
§ Integration 
§ Service wide 
§ Statutory rights 
§ Representative 
§ Transparency 

 
These criteria reflect the concerns about the National Plan which I 
raised with you in my previous letter. 

 



3] ACHCEW has continued to develop our views on the Plan.  Our 
concern is to ensure that the public get the best deal in the Health 
Service, and that any new models incorporate the principles outlined 
above.  We have, as a consequence, begun work on a successor 
structure to CHCs in their current form, that could deliver the proposals 
in the National Plan, and meet our current concerns.  A chart setting 
out this skeleton structure is attached for your information. 

 
4] I also attach an electronic copy of the article which appeared in The 

Guardian setting out our concerns. 
 
I hope that you find this information of assistance.  If you would like further  
Information, or would like to discuss the issues raised, please do not hesitate  
To get in touch. 
 
Yours sincerely  
 
 
 
 
 
DONNA COVEY 
Director 
 
Encs 



 
 
 
 
John Wilkinson MP 
House of Commons 
LONDON 
SW1A 0AA 
 
19 September 2000 
 
To:  All Members of the All Party Parliamentary Group 
 
Dear John 
 
NHS National Plan – Patient Empowerment 
 
I am writing to advise you of the latest developments with regard to the 
Government’s proposal to abolish Community Health Councils.  Patrick Hall 
MP will be contacting you again shortly regarding a date for a meeting of the 
group.  I understand that the Parliamentary Under Secretary of State for 
Health responsible for CHCs, Gisela Stuart, has agreed to meet with the 
group. 
 
In the meantime, you may find the following of interest and assistance. 
 
1] I have attached a model press release regarding the abolition of CHCs.   
 It would be helpful if those MPs concerned about the Government’s  
 proposals could issue this to local media.  If you or your office require  
 further assistance in raising this issue in the media, please contact our  
 Media Officer, Murray Benham on 020 7609 8138. 
 
2] A “four nations” meeting took place last week, involving representatives  
 of CHCs in England and Wales, Health Councils in Scotland and  
 Health and Social Services Councils in Northern Ireland.  It was  

agreed at that meeting that new models for patient empowerment in all 
parts of the UK must meet the following principles: 
 
§ Independence 
§ People focussed 
§ National body to co-ordinate and set standards 
§ Integration 
§ Service wide 
§ Statutory rights 
§ Representative 
§ Transparency 

 
These criteria reflect the concerns about the National Plan which I 
raised with you in my previous letter. 

 



3] ACHCEW has continued to develop our views on the Plan.  Our 
concern is to ensure that the public get the best deal in the Health 
Service, and that any new models incorporate the principles outlined 
above.  We have, as a consequence, begun work on a successor 
structure to CHCs in their current form, that could deliver the proposals 
in the National Plan, and meet our current concerns.  A chart setting 
out this skeleton structure is attached for your information. 

 
4] I also attach an electronic copy of the article which appeared in The 

Guardian setting out our concerns. 
 
I hope that you find this information of assistance.  If you would like further  
Information, or would like to discuss the issues raised, please do not hesitate  
To get in touch. 
 
Yours sincerely  
 
 
 
 
 
DONNA COVEY 
Director 
 
Encs 



 
 
 
 
Betty Williams MP 
House of Commons 
LONDON 
SW1A 0AA 
 
19 September 2000 
 
To:  All Members of the All Party Parliamentary Group 
 
Dear Betty 
 
NHS National Plan – Patient Empowerment 
 
I am writing to advise you of the latest developments with regard to the 
Government’s proposal to abolish Community Health Councils.  Patrick Hall 
MP will be contacting you again shortly regarding a date for a meeting of the 
group.  I understand that the Parliamentary Under Secretary of State for 
Health responsible for CHCs, Gisela Stuart, has agreed to meet with the 
group. 
 
In the meantime, you may find the following of interest and assistance. 
 
1] I have attached a model press release regarding the abolition of CHCs.   
 It would be helpful if those MPs concerned about the Government’s  
 proposals could issue this to local media.  If you or your office require  
 further assistance in raising this issue in the media, please contact our  
 Media Officer, Murray Benham on 020 7609 8138. 
 
2] A “four nations” meeting took place last week, involving representatives  
 of CHCs in England and Wales, Health Councils in Scotland and  
 Health and Social Services Councils in Northern Ireland.  It was  

agreed at that meeting that new models for patient empowerment in all 
parts of the UK must meet the following principles: 
 
§ Independence 
§ People focussed 
§ National body to co-ordinate and set standards 
§ Integration 
§ Service wide 
§ Statutory rights 
§ Representative 
§ Transparency 

 
These criteria reflect the concerns about the National Plan which I 
raised with you in my previous letter. 

 



3] ACHCEW has continued to develop our views on the Plan.  Our 
concern is to ensure that the public get the best deal in the Health 
Service, and that any new models incorporate the principles outlined 
above.  We have, as a consequence, begun work on a successor 
structure to CHCs in their current form, that could deliver the proposals 
in the National Plan, and meet our current concerns.  A chart setting 
out this skeleton structure is attached for your information. 

 
4] I also attach an electronic copy of the article which appeared in The 

Guardian setting out our concerns. 
 
I hope that you find this information of assistance.  If you would like further  
Information, or would like to discuss the issues raised, please do not hesitate  
To get in touch. 
 
Yours sincerely  
 
 
 
 
 
DONNA COVEY 
Director 
 
Encs 



 
 
 
 
Phillip Willis MP 
House of Commons 
LONDON 
SW1A 0AA 
 
19 September 2000 
 
To:  All Members of the All Party Parliamentary Group 
 
Dear Phillip 
 
NHS National Plan – Patient Empowerment 
 
I am writing to advise you of the latest developments with regard to the 
Government’s proposal to abolish Community Health Councils.  Patrick Hall 
MP will be contacting you again shortly regarding a date for a meeting of the 
group.  I understand that the Parliamentary Under Secretary of State for 
Health responsible for CHCs, Gisela Stuart, has agreed to meet with the 
group. 
 
In the meantime, you may find the following of interest and assistance. 
 
1] I have attached a model press release regarding the abolition of CHCs.   
 It would be helpful if those MPs concerned about the Government’s  
 proposals could issue this to local media.  If you or your office require  
 further assistance in raising this issue in the media, please contact our  
 Media Officer, Murray Benham on 020 7609 8138. 
 
2] A “four nations” meeting took place last week, involving representatives  
 of CHCs in England and Wales, Health Councils in Scotland and  
 Health and Social Services Councils in Northern Ireland.  It was  

agreed at that meeting that new models for patient empowerment in all 
parts of the UK must meet the following principles: 
 
§ Independence 
§ People focussed 
§ National body to co-ordinate and set standards 
§ Integration 
§ Service wide 
§ Statutory rights 
§ Representative 
§ Transparency 

 
These criteria reflect the concerns about the National Plan which I 
raised with you in my previous letter. 

 



3] ACHCEW has continued to develop our views on the Plan.  Our 
concern is to ensure that the public get the best deal in the Health 
Service, and that any new models incorporate the principles outlined 
above.  We have, as a consequence, begun work on a successor 
structure to CHCs in their current form, that could deliver the proposals 
in the National Plan, and meet our current concerns.  A chart setting 
out this skeleton structure is attached for your information. 

 
4] I also attach an electronic copy of the article which appeared in The 

Guardian setting out our concerns. 
 
I hope that you find this information of assistance.  If you would like further  
Information, or would like to discuss the issues raised, please do not hesitate  
To get in touch. 
 
Yours sincerely  
 
 
 
 
 
DONNA COVEY 
Director 
 
Encs 



 
 
 
 
Rosie Winterton MP 
House of Commons 
LONDON 
SW1A 0AA 
 
19 September 2000 
 
To:  All Members of the All Party Parliamentary Group 
 
Dear Rosie 
 
NHS National Plan – Patient Empowerment 
 
I am writing to advise you of the latest developments with regard to the 
Government’s proposal to abolish Community Health Councils.  Patrick Hall 
MP will be contacting you again shortly regarding a date for a meeting of the 
group.  I understand that the Parliamentary Under Secretary of State for 
Health responsible for CHCs, Gisela Stuart, has agreed to meet with the 
group. 
 
In the meantime, you may find the following of interest and assistance. 
 
1] I have attached a model press release regarding the abolition of CHCs.   
 It would be helpful if those MPs concerned about the Government’s  
 proposals could issue this to local media.  If you or your office require  
 further assistance in raising this issue in the media, please contact our  
 Media Officer, Murray Benham on 020 7609 8138. 
 
2] A “four nations” meeting took place last week, involving representatives  
 of CHCs in England and Wales, Health Councils in Scotland and  
 Health and Social Services Councils in Northern Ireland.  It was  

agreed at that meeting that new models for patient empowerment in all 
parts of the UK must meet the following principles: 
 
§ Independence 
§ People focussed 
§ National body to co-ordinate and set standards 
§ Integration 
§ Service wide 
§ Statutory rights 
§ Representative 
§ Transparency 

 
These criteria reflect the concerns about the National Plan which I 
raised with you in my previous letter. 

 



3] ACHCEW has continued to develop our views on the Plan.  Our 
concern is to ensure that the public get the best deal in the Health 
Service, and that any new models incorporate the principles outlined 
above.  We have, as a consequence, begun work on a successor 
structure to CHCs in their current form, that could deliver the proposals 
in the National Plan, and meet our current concerns.  A chart setting 
out this skeleton structure is attached for your information. 

 
4] I also attach an electronic copy of the article which appeared in The 

Guardian setting out our concerns. 
 
I hope that you find this information of assistance.  If you would like further  
Information, or would like to discuss the issues raised, please do not hesitate  
To get in touch. 
 
Yours sincerely  
 
 
 
 
 
DONNA COVEY 
Director 
 
Encs 



 
 
 
 
Audrey Wise MP 
House of Commons 
LONDON 
SW1A 0AA 
 
19 September 2000 
 
To:  All Members of the All Party Parliamentary Group 
 
Dear Audrey 
 
NHS National Plan – Patient Empowerment 
 
I am writing to advise you of the latest developments with regard to the 
Government’s proposal to abolish Community Health Councils.  Patrick Hall 
MP will be contacting you again shortly regarding a date for a meeting of the 
group.  I understand that the Parliamentary Under Secretary of State for 
Health responsible for CHCs, Gisela Stuart, has agreed to meet with the 
group. 
 
In the meantime, you may find the following of interest and assistance. 
 
1] I have attached a model press release regarding the abolition of CHCs.   
 It would be helpful if those MPs concerned about the Government’s  
 proposals could issue this to local media.  If you or your office require  
 further assistance in raising this issue in the media, please contact our  
 Media Officer, Murray Benham on 020 7609 8138. 
 
2] A “four nations” meeting took place last week, involving representatives  
 of CHCs in England and Wales, Health Councils in Scotland and  
 Health and Social Services Councils in Northern Ireland.  It was  

agreed at that meeting that new models for patient empowerment in all 
parts of the UK must meet the following principles: 
 
§ Independence 
§ People focussed 
§ National body to co-ordinate and set standards 
§ Integration 
§ Service wide 
§ Statutory rights 
§ Representative 
§ Transparency 

 
These criteria reflect the concerns about the National Plan which I 
raised with you in my previous letter. 

 



3] ACHCEW has continued to develop our views on the Plan.  Our 
concern is to ensure that the public get the best deal in the Health 
Service, and that any new models incorporate the principles outlined 
above.  We have, as a consequence, begun work on a successor 
structure to CHCs in their current form, that could deliver the proposals 
in the National Plan, and meet our current concerns.  A chart setting 
out this skeleton structure is attached for your information. 

 
4] I also attach an electronic copy of the article which appeared in The 

Guardian setting out our concerns. 
 
I hope that you find this information of assistance.  If you would like further  
Information, or would like to discuss the issues raised, please do not hesitate  
To get in touch. 
 
Yours sincerely  
 
 
 
 
 
DONNA COVEY 
Director 
 
Encs 



 
 
 
 
Mike Wood MP 
House of Commons 
LONDON 
SW1A 0AA 
 
19 September 2000 
 
To:  All Members of the All Party Parliamentary Group 
 
Dear Mike 
 
NHS National Plan – Patient Empowerment 
 
I am writing to advise you of the latest developments with regard to the 
Government’s proposal to abolish Community Health Councils.  Patrick Hall 
MP will be contacting you again shortly regarding a date for a meeting of the 
group.  I understand that the Parliamentary Under Secretary of State for 
Health responsible for CHCs, Gisela Stuart, has agreed to meet with the 
group. 
 
In the meantime, you may find the following of interest and assistance. 
 
1] I have attached a model press release regarding the abolition of CHCs.   
 It would be helpful if those MPs concerned about the Government’s  
 proposals could issue this to local media.  If you or your office require  
 further assistance in raising this issue in the media, please contact our  
 Media Officer, Murray Benham on 020 7609 8138. 
 
2] A “four nations” meeting took place last week, involving representatives  
 of CHCs in England and Wales, Health Councils in Scotland and  
 Health and Social Services Councils in Northern Ireland.  It was  

agreed at that meeting that new models for patient empowerment in all 
parts of the UK must meet the following principles: 
 
§ Independence 
§ People focussed 
§ National body to co-ordinate and set standards 
§ Integration 
§ Service wide 
§ Statutory rights 
§ Representative 
§ Transparency 

 
These criteria reflect the concerns about the National Plan which I 
raised with you in my previous letter. 

 



3] ACHCEW has continued to develop our views on the Plan.  Our 
concern is to ensure that the public get the best deal in the Health 
Service, and that any new models incorporate the principles outlined 
above.  We have, as a consequence, begun work on a successor 
structure to CHCs in their current form, that could deliver the proposals 
in the National Plan, and meet our current concerns.  A chart setting 
out this skeleton structure is attached for your information. 

 
4] I also attach an electronic copy of the article which appeared in The 

Guardian setting out our concerns. 
 
I hope that you find this information of assistance.  If you would like further  
Information, or would like to discuss the issues raised, please do not hesitate  
To get in touch. 
 
Yours sincerely  
 
 
 
 
 
DONNA COVEY 
Director 
 
Encs 



 
 
 
 
Shaun Woodward MP 
House of Commons 
LONDON 
SW1A 0AA 
 
19 September 2000 
 
To:  All Members of the All Party Parliamentary Group 
 
Dear Shaun 
 
NHS National Plan – Patient Empowerment 
 
I am writing to advise you of the latest developments with regard to the 
Government’s proposal to abolish Community Health Councils.  Patrick Hall 
MP will be contacting you again shortly regarding a date for a meeting of the 
group.  I understand that the Parliamentary Under Secretary of State for 
Health responsible for CHCs, Gisela Stuart, has agreed to meet with the 
group. 
 
In the meantime, you may find the following of interest and assistance. 
 
1] I have attached a model press release regarding the abolition of CHCs.   
 It would be helpful if those MPs concerned about the Government’s  
 proposals could issue this to local media.  If you or your office require  
 further assistance in raising this issue in the media, please contact our  
 Media Officer, Murray Benham on 020 7609 8138. 
 
2] A “four nations” meeting took place last week, involving representatives  
 of CHCs in England and Wales, Health Councils in Scotland and  
 Health and Social Services Councils in Northern Ireland.  It was  

agreed at that meeting that new models for patient empowerment in all 
parts of the UK must meet the following principles: 
 
§ Independence 
§ People focussed 
§ National body to co-ordinate and set standards 
§ Integration 
§ Service wide 
§ Statutory rights 
§ Representative 
§ Transparency 

 
These criteria reflect the concerns about the National Plan which I 
raised with you in my previous letter. 

 



3] ACHCEW has continued to develop our views on the Plan.  Our 
concern is to ensure that the public get the best deal in the Health 
Service, and that any new models incorporate the principles outlined 
above.  We have, as a consequence, begun work on a successor 
structure to CHCs in their current form, that could deliver the proposals 
in the National Plan, and meet our current concerns.  A chart setting 
out this skeleton structure is attached for your information. 

 
4] I also attach an electronic copy of the article which appeared in The 

Guardian setting out our concerns. 
 
I hope that you find this information of assistance.  If you would like further  
Information, or would like to discuss the issues raised, please do not hesitate  
To get in touch. 
 
Yours sincerely  
 
 
 
 
 
DONNA COVEY 
Director 
 
Encs 



 
 
 
 
Anthony Wright MP 
House of Commons 
LONDON 
SW1A 0AA 
 
19 September 2000 
 
To:  All Members of the All Party Parliamentary Group 
 
Dear Anthony 
 
NHS National Plan – Patient Empowerment 
 
I am writing to advise you of the latest developments with regard to the 
Government’s proposal to abolish Community Health Councils.  Patrick Hall 
MP will be contacting you again shortly regarding a date for a meeting of the 
group.  I understand that the Parliamentary Under Secretary of State for 
Health responsible for CHCs, Gisela Stuart, has agreed to meet with the 
group. 
 
In the meantime, you may find the following of interest and assistance. 
 
1] I have attached a model press release regarding the abolition of CHCs.   
 It would be helpful if those MPs concerned about the Government’s  
 proposals could issue this to local media.  If you or your office require  
 further assistance in raising this issue in the media, please contact our  
 Media Officer, Murray Benham on 020 7609 8138. 
 
2] A “four nations” meeting took place last week, involving representatives  
 of CHCs in England and Wales, Health Councils in Scotland and  
 Health and Social Services Councils in Northern Ireland.  It was  

agreed at that meeting that new models for patient empowerment in all 
parts of the UK must meet the following principles: 
 
§ Independence 
§ People focussed 
§ National body to co-ordinate and set standards 
§ Integration 
§ Service wide 
§ Statutory rights 
§ Representative 
§ Transparency 

 
These criteria reflect the concerns about the National Plan which I 
raised with you in my previous letter. 

 



3] ACHCEW has continued to develop our views on the Plan.  Our 
concern is to ensure that the public get the best deal in the Health 
Service, and that any new models incorporate the principles outlined 
above.  We have, as a consequence, begun work on a successor 
structure to CHCs in their current form, that could deliver the proposals 
in the National Plan, and meet our current concerns.  A chart setting 
out this skeleton structure is attached for your information. 

 
4] I also attach an electronic copy of the article which appeared in The 

Guardian setting out our concerns. 
 
I hope that you find this information of assistance.  If you would like further  
Information, or would like to discuss the issues raised, please do not hesitate  
To get in touch. 
 
Yours sincerely  
 
 
 
 
 
DONNA COVEY 
Director 
 
Encs 



 
 
 
 
Tony Wright MP 
House of Commons 
LONDON 
SW1A 0AA 
 
19 September 2000 
 
To:  All Members of the All Party Parliamentary Group 
 
Dear Tony 
 
NHS National Plan – Patient Empowerment 
 
I am writing to advise you of the latest developments with regard to the 
Government’s proposal to abolish Community Health Councils.  Patrick Hall 
MP will be contacting you again shortly regarding a date for a meeting of the 
group.  I understand that the Parliamentary Under Secretary of State for 
Health responsible for CHCs, Gisela Stuart, has agreed to meet with the 
group. 
 
In the meantime, you may find the following of interest and assistance. 
 
1] I have attached a model press release regarding the abolition of CHCs.   
 It would be helpful if those MPs concerned about the Government’s  
 proposals could issue this to local media.  If you or your office require  
 further assistance in raising this issue in the media, please contact our  
 Media Officer, Murray Benham on 020 7609 8138. 
 
2] A “four nations” meeting took place last week, involving representatives  
 of CHCs in England and Wales, Health Councils in Scotland and  
 Health and Social Services Councils in Northern Ireland.  It was  

agreed at that meeting that new models for patient empowerment in all 
parts of the UK must meet the following principles: 
 
§ Independence 
§ People focussed 
§ National body to co-ordinate and set standards 
§ Integration 
§ Service wide 
§ Statutory rights 
§ Representative 
§ Transparency 

 
These criteria reflect the concerns about the National Plan which I 
raised with you in my previous letter. 

 



3] ACHCEW has continued to develop our views on the Plan.  Our 
concern is to ensure that the public get the best deal in the Health 
Service, and that any new models incorporate the principles outlined 
above.  We have, as a consequence, begun work on a successor 
structure to CHCs in their current form, that could deliver the proposals 
in the National Plan, and meet our current concerns.  A chart setting 
out this skeleton structure is attached for your information. 

 
4] I also attach an electronic copy of the article which appeared in The 

Guardian setting out our concerns. 
 
I hope that you find this information of assistance.  If you would like further  
Information, or would like to discuss the issues raised, please do not hesitate  
To get in touch. 
 
Yours sincerely  
 
 
 
 
 
DONNA COVEY 
Director 
 
Encs 



 
 
 
 
Derek Wyatt MP 
House of Commons 
LONDON 
SW1A 0AA 
 
19 September 2000 
 
To:  All Members of the All Party Parliamentary Group 
 
Dear Derek 
 
NHS National Plan – Patient Empowerment 
 
I am writing to advise you of the latest developments with regard to the 
Government’s proposal to abolish Community Health Councils.  Patrick Hall 
MP will be contacting you again shortly regarding a date for a meeting of the 
group.  I understand that the Parliamentary Under Secretary of State for 
Health responsible for CHCs, Gisela Stuart, has agreed to meet with the 
group. 
 
In the meantime, you may find the following of interest and assistance. 
 
1] I have attached a model press release regarding the abolition of CHCs.   
 It would be helpful if those MPs concerned about the Government’s  
 proposals could issue this to local media.  If you or your office require  
 further assistance in raising this issue in the media, please contact our  
 Media Officer, Murray Benham on 020 7609 8138. 
 
2] A “four nations” meeting took place last week, involving representatives  
 of CHCs in England and Wales, Health Councils in Scotland and  
 Health and Social Services Councils in Northern Ireland.  It was  

agreed at that meeting that new models for patient empowerment in all 
parts of the UK must meet the following principles: 
 
§ Independence 
§ People focussed 
§ National body to co-ordinate and set standards 
§ Integration 
§ Service wide 
§ Statutory rights 
§ Representative 
§ Transparency 

 
These criteria reflect the concerns about the National Plan which I 
raised with you in my previous letter. 

 



3] ACHCEW has continued to develop our views on the Plan.  Our 
concern is to ensure that the public get the best deal in the Health 
Service, and that any new models incorporate the principles outlined 
above.  We have, as a consequence, begun work on a successor 
structure to CHCs in their current form, that could deliver the proposals 
in the National Plan, and meet our current concerns.  A chart setting 
out this skeleton structure is attached for your information. 

 
4] I also attach an electronic copy of the article which appeared in The 

Guardian setting out our concerns. 
 
I hope that you find this information of assistance.  If you would like further  
Information, or would like to discuss the issues raised, please do not hesitate  
To get in touch. 
 
Yours sincerely  
 
 
 
 
 
DONNA COVEY 
Director 
 
Encs 
 


