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The story of the past twelve months has been one of
consolidating our relationships with Community
Health Councils and of extending our contacts, and
hopefully the influence we can exert, into other areas
where the intarests of CHCs can be advanced. The
essential function of the Association is as a support for
and complement to the work of CHCs, and the role that
has developed has been threefold — as an information
gatherer, a test-bed for new ideas, and an advocate for
CHCs to Government, and to national bodies of every
kind. Links established during our first year of operation
have been strengthened, and in particular, efforts have
been made to secure greater recognition by the media,
with limited but detectable success. There is a long way
to go, and progress is often disappointingly slow. We
are nonetheless convinced that the effort is worth

Community Health Councils a household word, and a
term that carries respect with it wherever it is used.
In these aims the Association, and many individual
CHCs, have been greatly assisted by the devotion and
hard work of our secretary, Mike Gerrard, and our
assistant secretary, Chye Choo. Their friendly,
intelligent and quick response to suggestions, whether
from the Standing Committee or CHCs in England and
Wales, has been paralleled by their capacity to get
things done and to show initiative amidst the many
pressures that are upon them, Vivian Sanders, Dave
Bradney and Janet Hadley have continued to make
CHC MNews, and the information service, valuable to
everyone, and are much to be congratulated on the
success which obviously is achieved. There are also a
number of people who have assisted working groups as

CHCs and the Standing
Committee

The Association is constituted as a lorum for
the consideration of matters of common
interest among Community Health
Councils. and during the course of the year it
has been well used. Thirty-tour motions were
tabled at the 1978 Annual General Meeting.
and 63 separate Lopics have been considered
by the Standing Committee an the request o
individual CHCs. These have covered all
aspects of NHS hospital and community
services. and a number of cnvironmental
health issues as well, Interest in family
practitioner services remains a1 a high level
and guestions considered have related 10 all
four branches of the FPS. Prior 1o
presentation to the Standimg Commuttee, the
vitsl majority ol these topics have been
publicised in the hi-monthly newsleter
circulsted to members, and just short of 100
CHCs hipve taken the apportunity ol
commenhing on them, This procedune has
been griatly helpful to the Standing
Commuitee and has made {or hetter
informed decisions, while enabling the
debate to rangeamong those CHC s which are
wterested. and wiving them g stake i the
eventual outcome.

I he mewsletter s the medium by which
Community Health Councils are advised
informally of decisions tken by the
Standing Committes. and of matiers coming
forward for discussion at a bner stape. It
serves also as o means of informing members

making, and a continuing aim will be to make

ol action taken or intended in
implementation of Standing Committes
decisions and of ketting CHOs know about
developments notificd o the Standing
Committee (e Trom Parliament or the
[YHES) which are of interest to them but
may not otherwise come to their attention.
Every indication is thai the pewsletter is a
vialuahle medium of communication, and is
received with micrest |:|-:1 a decision of the
March 1979 meeting of the Standing
Committes. member CHCs now also receive
the minutes of its meetings, thus being
nutificd tormally of the proceedings.

The overwhelming bulk of action tiken
during the vear has resulted from requests
and representations made by CHCs and
much ol it s reviewed below i the sections
headed “Annual General Meeting”™,
“Campaigning Activities™ and “Working
Crronps and Studies”. s of course also the
case that many gquestions rised by CHCsare
dealt with by correspondence without
directly imvolving the Standing Commitee.
as heng either non-contentious. or within
the letter or spirit of decisions previously
taken.

Annual General
Meeting

I'he first Annual General Meeting of the
fully constituled Asscciation took place al
the Roval College of Surgeons in London on
27 Sepiember 1978 Approximately 400
delegates and ohservers were present, and
the guest speaker was Rt Hon David Ennals,

required — to them all we are also deeply grateful.

M P. Secretary of State for Social Services, A
shon .|r.1dr|.;hh ol ll_{1|..,'l_‘ll1]'_1 was iven 11:.'
representatives of the Association of
Scottish Local Healih € wuncils. A part {roem
the formal husiness of the meeting, 34 policy
mations were twhled. and it was regrettably
not possible 1o complete more than 12 of
these on the day

I'he remaimng motions were referred to
the Standing Committee for decision, and
were considered at o two-day meeting in
November, Those motions which were
resolved either at the AGM or by the
Standing Commtice were lorwarded 1o the
Secretary of State, and were {ormally
presented (o Mr Ennals by o deputation
which met lum for the purpose on 26 March
1979

This failure to complete the business of
the AGM led 1o some criticism and many
helpiul suggestions from CHCs. All of these
were given careful thought, and an
Arrangements Commillee was appointed for
1979 10 oversee the preparations being made
and to ensure that the business 15 propeely
discharged. This committee 15 assisted by o
Resolutions Commitles, responsible for the
sélection of motions for inclusion on the
agends and the order in which they are
taken. These committees are likely to
become permanent features,

In accordance with the wish of the 1978
Annuwsl General Meeting, the 1979 meeting
is being held in York over two days
Preliminary arrangements are also being
made for the mectings in 1980 and 1981,
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Campaigning

Activities

Wark begun during 1977/ 78 was
continued during ths vear on the following
Lopics:

NHS PROVISION FOR THE
DISABLED. Mr Joe Hennessy and the
Secretary met Rt Hom Alfred Morris, MP,
Minister for the Disabled, on 9 November
1978 10 present the views expressed by
Commumity Health Councils on access,
mohility, medical, dental and nursing care.
aids and appliances, Two meetings
subsequently took place with the Director of
Supplies at PHSS, and the Association was
represented a1t a Conference on the
Reorganisation of the Wheelchair Service on
6 March 1979, General campaigning activity
has continued, and the views ol CHCs on the
hearing aid service are to be sought in the
autumn of 1979,

INNER CITIES. A meeting was mounted
jointly with Islington CHU on 14 November
1978, and attended by more than 70 people
from Inner Citics Partnership areas in every
part of England. The meeting came to firm
conclusions ahout the necd for CHCs 1o get
involved, and information was subsequently
ohtamed and circulated as 1o the success
achieved 1n this respeet: the intention being
to help councils in “difficult”™ areas by giving
them evidence of the involvement permitted
1o their colleagues elsewhere, and thus
enabling them 1o seek & moreactive role il
they wish. Co-ordinating work is heing
continued by Central Manchesier CHC,

MEDICAL CARE OF THE HOMELESS,
I'he Association responded to a suggestion
by Eric Deakins MP. then junior minister at
the [YHS5, thai maore necded to be known
about this problem. by collaborating with
the Campaign for Single Homeless People
(CHAR) on a fact-linding exercise inmajor
towns and cities. This work 15 conlinuing,
co-ordinated on the CHC side by Leeds
Western CHC. The Secretary, together with
Susan Jenkins, Secretary of Leeds Western
CHC, visited Liverpool on 19 April 1979,
and helped launch thas activity with
interviews on BBC Radio Mersevside and in
the Liverpool press.

MANAGEMENT RESTRUCTURING.

A close watch has beecn kept on the
restructuring of management arrangements
whiere this has taken place. and its impact on

the local Community Health Councils. The
Secretary had visited the Mersey Region and
Sheffield during 1977/ 78 for consultation
with the CHCs, and the April visit to
Liverpool was used to see the situation in
Liverpool and the Wirral at first hand. Lady
Marre and the Secretary also visited Bristol
an 2 July 1979, discussing the implications of
restructuring with CHOCs affected by the
extensive changes made in the South
Western Region. Councils in restructured
areas were asked to outline their experience
and responded readily, and a leafet is to be
prepared to @ssist those thal might have 1o
face restructuring.

PHARMACEUTICAL SERYICES, The
Community Health Councils ol Coventry
and East Birmingham asked the Association
1o lollow up work done pr;'Liu u;l:.- h:.
canducting an myguiry into various aspects of
pharmaceutical services. including the
location of pharmacics and the cost of drugs,
This is a well researched area, and it was
decided that the most uselul contribution we
could make is to put together a bibliography
and mouni a discussion seminar o the main
guestions raised. Prescription costs from
Ared to Area are meanwhile being
monitored on a six-moenthly basis and the
information obtained will be presented to
the seminar.

NHS CHIROPOLYY, A statement was
prepared. hased on observations made by
CHCs over the past two vears, and eircalated
for comment and refinement. It is hoped to
produce a final statement in November [979.
Short statements were also made to DHSS
on

# the future of the London Postgraduate
Hospitals

® regional secure psvehiatric units

* “Medical Manpower - The next 20 years™
» rural dispensing and the report of the
Clothier committee

and the comments of interested CHO s were
forwarded verbatim on

® the primary health care team

o computerisation of medical records

* child abuse registers,

Meetings took place with officials at the
DHSS to put the point of view of CHCs on
Hygiene of Hospital Kitchens, and the
procedure for Closure and Change of Lise of
MHS premises. Members also took part in
lomg-awaited meetings with the Director of
the Health Advisory Service and the
Chairman and Sccretary of the Medical

Practices Committee, These are discussed at
greater length below,

As g contribution to INTERNATIONAL
YEAR OF THE CHILID, it was decided to
pursue the spirit of one of the resolutions of
the 1978 AGM producing evidence aimed at
advancing a policy whereby mentally
handicapped children would not be cared for
in institutions, but rather at home or in
homely surroundings. Yorkshire CHCs put
on a seminar on the same subject in
Harrogate on 24 May 1979, making a useful
input 1o our thinking, and receipt of the
reports of the Warnock Committec on
Special Education and the Jay Commitiee
on Mental Handicap Nursing wis
instrumental in setting the evidence received
from Community Health Councils in
context. The Mnal statement is expected to be
debated and published early in 1980,

Working Groups
and Studies

Reference was made in the first annual
report o studies and working groups which
had been set up. The study on Casualty
Services has made much progress during the
year. Pat Gordon had to give up the rescarch
waork after having a baby in 1978, and after
some time lapse, Mrs Anthea Holme and
Mrs Joan Maizels were appointed as joimt
researchers Tor the project in Junuary 1979
['he pilot study has been coneluded, and the
main study substantially completed. 11 iy
now expected Lo present the findings of the
study to n conlerence towards the end of
1979,

Finameial assistance in the sum of £5,000
was given by the Nuffield Provincial
Hospitals Trust in support of the Study on
NHS Dentistry. This is being carried om by
the London Hospital Medical School, and
hias taken the form of assembling
information from CHCs, FPCs and Area
[rental Oificers, producing a report based on
the response, and circulating that report for
refinement by further comment, Results
from this study are expected early in 1980

The Working Group on Communication
has continued to meet, and has addressed
itseif principally to the implementation of
the 1978 AGM resolutions on publicity for
CHCs. Within this framework 11 has
considered the use of anemblem for CHCs; a
national advertising programme, and
reciprocal arrangements with the media for
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free publicity. The assistance and support of
the DHSS has been sought in this regard,
and the Group has kept in close touch with
colleagues in Wales, Scotland and Northern
Ireland over developments.

Activation of the Group on services for
Well Women was delaved untl March 1979,
Response from CHCs to the Tirst request for
information was the largest vel expenenced.
and there is no dowhi of the support Tor this
CONCEPL AMong women in many parts of the
country, and among a majority of CHCs.
The Growp (which is chaired by Mrs Joy
Mostyn of South Hammersmith CHC, and
apart from the Chairman and Vice-
Chairman of the Association who attend ex
officio, s made up entirely of women) has
established a range of services considered
desirable Tor every distriet together with
costings, and will be making its policy
recommendations later in 1979,

The Group established originally to look
at aspects of the working of health
authorties and CHC relationships with the
NHS and the 1DHSS has evolved during the
vear intoe a Working Group on the Bole and
Development of Community Health
Councils. chared by Lady Marre
{Edgware Hendon CHO)Y and strengthened
bv the appointment of Mr D M Thamas
(Carditf CHC) to represent the interesis af
Welsh CHCs. Tt s this Working Group
which sponsored the consuliation with
CHCs on management restructuring. and
the guidance leatlet referred 1o above. In
sddition the Group has examined the
regulations estabhzhing Community Health
Councils, membership and staffing; stafl
pradimgs; induction and in-service traiming
Fior members and staff of CHCs, and the role
of CHC's as it has evolved and asitis ikely 1o
develop in the next five vears, The Group
will be publishimg its report for discussion
among CHOs during the winter of [979 50

I was considered important that the
Association should be equipped to respond
1o the report of the Royval Commission on
the NH%, should o reaction be required at
the time of publication. Evidence had heen
given verhally to the Royal Commission on
19 Lanuary 1979, when the Chairman and
Vice-Chatrman, secompanied by Lady
Marre, Mr Thomas, Mr Graham Andrews
{North Devon CHC) and Mr Leslie Rosen
(Leeds Eastern CHC) presented the case
“for” Community Health Councils as the
consumer representative element inthe NHS

structure. The Working Group took the view
that CHC members and staff should be as
well placed as anvone to speak
authoritatively on the potential and future
direction of CHCs and memibers have
consulted with stall and members of CHCs
on this subject on a number of different
DCCasions.

Royal Commission
on the NHS

Most CHCs will have been gratitied by the
conclusion reached by the Roval
Commission, that CHCs have made “an
important contribution towards ensuring
that local public opinion is represented 1o
health service management™ and that what
they need 15 additional resources, as well as
by 1he specific recommendations for the
future role of CHCs. The latter will now he
the subject of debate and eventus! political
decisions, but we hope that the former can be
aecepted without controversy. We aurselves
were pleased that the Roval Commission.
having contrasted t he view on CHCs put to i
by this Association and by the Association of
Dristrier Councils, then went on very clearly
to endorse the separation of consumer
representation from management
responsibility which was at the heart of our
wverbal evidence.

External
Relations

Pridge of place among relationships with
outside bodies must go to the Association of
Scoltish Local Health Councils and 1o the
Association of Northern Ireland hstrct
Committees. The Vice-Chairman, together
with the Secretary and the Editor of CHC
News attended the 1978 AGM of ASLHC in
Edinburgh, presenting greetings from
England and Wales. and the Secretary
staved over briefly (o meet members and
Secretaries of Seottish Councils. The
Secretary also addressed a conlerence on the
role and development of the District
Committees @t Enniskillen on 1011
November 1978, apd he and Mr Rosen had a
very productive meeting with representatives
of ANIDC in Easthourne in March 1979,
when areas of collaboration were discussed.
We are pleased to welcome visitors from
hoth Associations 1o the 1979 AGM

The annual report for 1977 /74 detailed a
number of natwonal organsations with

which information is regularly exchanged.
This list has been substantially enlarged o
wclude among others the Personal Social
Serviees Counetl, the Familv Planning
Association, the Local Authonty
Associations and other important
professional voluntary, academic and press
contacts which have been established or
developed during the vear. These bodies all
receive the bi-monthly newsletter, keeping
them abreast of the activities of the Standing
Committee, and enahling them also to
contribule 5p¢¢ialist knowledge to the
Standing Commitiee where desirahle,

Special mention was made in 1977 78 of
the King's Fund, and it is appropriate to do
so again. Apart from meeting periodically at
the King’s Fund Centre, we continue to
receive mvitations to address courses it the
King's Fund College. Regular meetings take
place with members of the long-term care
team at the King's Fund. and the King's
Fund is interested in much of the work heing
done within the Association (cg on
Chiropody. and on the Medical Needs of
Homeless People)

Special efforts have been made during the
vear to develop relations with the Local
Authority Associations, and with the
Associations of Environmental Health
Officers and Directors of Social Services.
Mectings have been friendly, and the
exchange of information is one that we as a
small organisation find to be of great value.
We are also pleased, in completing our
contact with the principal political parties.to
have made touch with the Liberal Pary
nationally and with Liberal MPs in both
Houses of Parliament. An early
responsibility during this new Parliament
must be to renew our links with the health
and social services groups in the
Conservative and Labour
parties also, Meetings with the [Xrector of
the Health Advisory Service and with the
Chairman and Secretary of the Medical
Practices Committes in May 1979 have had a
significance bevond simply the campaigning
issues that brought them about. Whereas the
meeting with the HAS originated in the
question of publication of its reports to the
CHCs concerned, in fact the exchange of
views spread far more widely, covering arcas
in which the HAS may be able to share its
expertise with CHCs, and matters on which
CHCs can inform the HAS, At the time of
writing, this dialoguee is only at an eariy
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stage. Subject matter for discussion with the
MPC was the dispersal of single-handed GP
practices. [t was however possible to discuss
guestions such as the closure of branch
surgeries, the impact of health centres, and
the whole question of classification of areas
as adequately or inadequately doctored
relative to the age, practice preferences and
method of working of the GPs operating
there. As important in some senses as the
content of the meetings is the increased
awareness of CHCs and their viewpoint that
such meeting create, and the openings they
present for further exploration of matters of
mutual interest.

The same can be said for dealings with the
representative bodies of NHS professionals.
Meetings have been held during the year
with the negotiating bodies for GPs and
Pharmacists, with beneflicial effect. It has
been agreed that the Association and the
Gieneral Medical Services Committee will
meet annually to discuss questions of
concern on either side. This is to be
weleomed, since in creating an
ACHCEW ) GP forum it also establishes a
day to day link with the BM A In response to
an approach from the Pharmuceutical
Services Negotiating Committee, we
produced a paper on Pharmaceutical
Services amd took part in a joinl meeting
with other consumer representative
arganisations at the Pharmaceutical Socicty
headguarters. The continuing links with the
PSNC and the Society are not only usclul,
but extremely pleasant.

Representatives of the National
Association of Health Awthorities and the
Socety of Family Practitioner Committees
have been invited to attend the Annual
Meeting in York. NAHA has invited ustoits
annual conference dinner in (978 and 1979,
amd the Society of FPCs has asked us 1o 1ake
part i its AGM in hoth vears, The Society,
while debating many topics also debated by
CHCs and reaching similar conclusions in
most instances, nevertheless came out
strongly against CHC observers being
admitted by regulation 1o FPC meetings,
and took the opportunity of making
comments critical of CHCs. 1t remains to be
seen how far attitud es have developed during
the intervening vear. Remonstration by the
Secretary of State may have led to a few
more FPCs admitting CHC observers
voluntarily; what 1s more important 15 the
view that FPC members have of CHCs now

that another vear has passed,

Academic institunions continue 1o show
interest i Community Health Councils
iand members of the Standing Commitiee
and the staff have been asked to give talks in
4 number of locations. Mr Rosen and the
Secretary delivered papers 1o the Roval
Society of Health Congress in March 1979
on the achievemnentsand the future of CHCs,
and articles on the relations of CHCs o their
readership have been commissioned (or
“Conltact™; the Association of District
Councils® Review, and the newsletter
published by the Association of Directors of
Social Services. A session of the NAIDEX
conlerence in Movember 1979 1x io be
devoted to Commumity Health Councils
and [hsabled People. It wall be chaired by
the Chairman of the Association, and one of
the papers is to he delivered by the Secretary,

Industrial Relations
inthe NHS

In common with cvery other interested
organsation. this Assocuation looked on
with anxiety during the protracted and
variows industrial disputes in the NHS
between October 1978 and March 1979
Substamial numbers of Councils expressed
their concern puhlicly, sending resolutions
to the Secretary of State, and urging all
parties to submerge their differences in the
interests of patients,

During thiz period we were in close
contact with the National Council of Social
Service and the Volunteer Centre, which
were l.tn-nrdinm:ing the response to the
situation by organisalions represenling
volunteer workers. Volunlary Servioes
Organisers, and consumer groups. The chief
concern among all these groups was that a
difTicult situsion should not be exacerbated
by ill=considered or provocative action, and
thas was mirrored by the Standing
Committee, which having considered the
many representations from CHCs, decided
Lo leave the question on the table for six
maonths, reverting to it in an objective
manner in Novemnber 1979, for debate in
terms of industrial relations rather than of
industrial disputes.

As it happens, the only trade union that
the Association has had dealings with during
the year has been the BMA representing
doctors. While valuable on its own account.
this iz clearly a narrow area of contact, and in

concluding the dscussion ai the Standing
Commutiee, the Chairman ook on a
commitment to develop links and exchanges
ol view with the Unions in the NHS during
the coming vear.

CHC Centred
Activities

The Association has maintamsed contact
with the Society of CHC Secretaries during
the vear, meeting on one occasion. and
keeping close liaison over the parallel annual
meetings in York. Yiews of the Society have
heen sought on the induction and in-service
traiming needs of CHO Secretanes. and
representatives of the Association attended
the Society seminar on this subject on 10
April 19749,

Members of the Standing Committes and
stalf of the Association and the
Information Service have attended regional
meetings of CHCs, conferences for new
members, and mectings of individual CHCs
in different parts of the country; as in
1977/ T8 the Chairman, Viee-Chairman and
Secretary have between them visited every
region in England A substantial delegation
visited Cardiff for the premiere of the Welsh
CHCY film on & April 1979: the Secretary
wis also a speaker ot the Annual Meeting of
the Welsh CHCs on 7 July 1979,

A number of Community Health Councils
have been involved i “Good Practices i
Mental Health™, an international project
managed in the UK by the International
Hospitals Federation aimed al identifving
specially worthwhile features in hospital,
residential or community care from district
to district. Thiz seems 10 have been a
particularly attractive activity for CHCs,
and those involved have been involved
deeply, a5 in Coventry and Newcastle, where
two of the carlicst project repons were
published, hoth by the local CHC. The
Aszociation has heen kept informed of the
progress of the project by the IHF, and Mrs
Ruth Bucky { Haringey CHC) and the
Seeretary atlended a meeting designed to
consider what its future might be onge this
phase iz completed.

The persistent interest of CHCs in the
health problems of physical disability also
led o the contact with BASW refermed 1o
above, where, m furtherance of an annual
meeting resolution on closer links between
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social services and the NHS, BASW invited
us to & joint meeting of several interest
groups to look at the problems and possible
solutions,

The concept of the Commumnity Health
Council as the “consumer’s walchdog™ has
continued to catch the interest of the media,
and representatives of the Association have
taken part in discussions on complints and
consumer satisfaction on Woman's Hour
and Checkpoint on BRC Radio 4. and inan
important review of the probable outcome
of the Roval Commission on the NHS
entitled “What kind of Health Service do we
need?™, also on Radio 4.

CHC News and
Information Service

The annual report for 197778 gave some
background information on CHC Newy and
the Information Service, and there have been
no hasic changes this vear.

The editonal Board met in January 1979
and approved the expansion of OHO Mews
from 12 to 16 pages and a rise in subseription
from £2.50 a vear to £3.50 (the first increase
simce the magarme started in 1976). Because
of an industrial dispute at the printers, the
Junuary sssue could not be published. To
compensate [or the lost 1ssue there were 16
pages in March and the magazing increased
io 16 pages on a regular basis irom the Aprnl
isste. The four extra pages have enabled the
magasne lo cover some subjects at greater
length than was possihle before: to carry a
wider variety of articles each month,
including more contribetions from CHCs;
and to Ei'.'l.‘ more space to Letters, Healih
News, and Book Reviews. So far about S0
people have responded 1o the invitation to
review books for the mogazine, and Lhis
seems o be working successfully

From the Seplember 1979 issue the
magasine will move Trom the present
printer in Chesham, Bucks. to a printer in
London, the expected advantages heing
greater flexihibty of production schedule.
improved accessibility and lower cost,

The Information Service continues o
receive and o answer as best it can a wide
variety o gueries from many sources. Il
there is a trend discernible it is for the
complex gueries to become ever more
complex and o reguire more research than
formerly. The incressing amount of
information coming imto the office poses

problems which will have to be faced befone
long. both as regards the amouni of siafl
time required 1o process . and the storage
space needed o file v

Work continues on the complex and time-
consuming task of compiling the index to
CHC News. A new directory of CHCs came
out 1n October 1978, and 8 lurther edition,
thiz time including the Scottish local health
councils, is planned

Finance and
Membership

Finance allocated by DHSS for CHC News
and the Informatnon Service in 197879
amounted o £47,000, Taking account of the
projected change of premises, some £9,000
had been permitted to be carried forward
[rom 19277/ 78, and only £43.000 of the
finance allocated was taken up. Total
expenditure for the vear was £49.904 and
with receipts from sales of CHC Mews at
E£2064 (largely subscriptions for 197980}
some surplus has again been carricd
forward

The Association rececived £28.950 in
subscriptions from memhber CHCs, with
£1 489 interest on deposit account and
£2.717 from other sources. Expenditure
amounted to £34.411, including a number of
wems of a capital nature arising from the
maove (o new premises in August 1978, In this
case some L3000 had been carried forward
and the final account is in balance.

CHC News has been given a cash limit for
the present vear of £58.000. The Assaciation
i5 budgeting for & paid-up memhbership of
200 (£30,000) and interest of about £1,500
with net expenditure at approximately the
same kevel, and no change to the subscription
rates.

I he accounts are published separately and
are avinlable for inspechion on reguest.

Paid-up membership al | August 1979
stood at 206 CHCs out of the 228 in England
and Wales, Only 22 Councils are not n
membership, and even with these we
in most cases have friendly contacts, One
Council withdrew from membership at the
end of March 1974, makmg four which have
at some time withdrawn, As a voluntary
assoctation of hghly individwal logil
miembers, this degree of support is
credilable.

Staffing

There have been no changes in the staff of the

Association or of CHC News and the
Information Service duning the vear. The
work of the Secretariat has been
considerably eased however by the
engagement of Mr John Mather (formeriy
Secretary of Barnet! Finchley CHC) 1o give
part-time support i the office. and to assist
in servicing the Working Groups on
Communication and the Role and
Development of CHCs. His experience and
willing help is of much value,

Relations with the
Government

The change of Government in May 1979 has
meant a slowing-up of responses from
DHSS to representations we have made.
while officials have adjusted Lo the wishes of
the new administration. Satusfactory
working relationships had been developed
with Mimisters and representatives of the
Association had been invited 10 attend
occasions such as the reception marking the
30th Anniversary of the NHS, and the
launching of the Kidney donor campaign in
April 1979,

Close eontact and periodic mestings with
semior members of the DHSS are being
maintamed, however, and although at the
time of writing no meeting with the new
Secretary of State has vet been arranged, we
hope shortly to meet and exchange views
with Dr Vaughan. Meetings with Mr Jenkin
and other Ministers while in opposition will,
it 15 hoped. stand us in good stead, and it 15
naturally our intention o continue (o meet
with minsters 31 every opportunity to discuss
matters of major concern 1o member CHCs,
It is at least a favourable straw in the wind
that Mr Geoffrey Pattie, MP, when
presenting a private member’s bl to amend
the Mental Health Act at the bepinning of
1979 approached the Assooation for
support and advice.

We have also achieved a foot in the
parhamentary door in that Mr Frank
Haynes (Central Nottinghamshire CHC and
a member of the Standing Committee) was
elected MP for Ashfield, and has pledged his
support and assistance in the House of
Commons.

Representatives to
other bodies

It is plessing to report that during the vear
Mr Gordon Bessey, Chairman of the
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Association, was appointed to an official
working party considering a code of practice
for organ transplantation from dead 1o
living persons and that Mr Leslie Rosen sat
as a member of a working party looking into
the information that should be given to
patients with prescribed medicines,

In sddition, the Association was invited 10
nominate persons for consideration for
membership of he
General Medical Couneil
Health Education Council
Medicines Commission and other Medicines
Control Commitiees
Mationalised Industry Consumer Councils,
All these invitations were accepted,

Contacts overseas

Briel reference was made in the report (or
1977 T8 1o overseas visitors 1o the office,
During the vear we have received visitors
from USA, West Germany, Japan and
Australia, and the Secretary has given talks
1o groups of doctors and administrators
from Holland and Canada on courses at the
King's Fund. Copics of ihis report are heing
sent on request to the Diepartment of Health,
Education and Wellare in Washington as
well as to Canada and Australia, and it can
reasonahly be said thar CHCs have an
interested. il small, imermational following.
We shall continue to welcome new contacts
from abroad.

Conclusion

From the activities section of this report it
will be evident that many pots will be coming
to the boil during the avtumn and winier of
1979 80, Our mam responsibality during this
period will be to ensure that they do not boal
over one after the other, and that both CHCs
and the Association stafl will have the time
to cope with them in a logical, considered
way. It will also be necessary to begin 1o
show results, and in the magor polincal
debate consequent on the report of the Royal
Commission on Lhe NHS, 1o maintain a
level-headed approach but to be firm in
support of the reasonable aspirations of
Community Health Councils, and to put
their point of view withoul compromise

It is unlikely that we shall now achieve any
greater membership, so we have arrived at
the point of greatest authority in the
statements we make. The remaining
imperative 18 that this authonty is now put to
the best use in the imerests of Community
Health Councils and the users of the NHS,
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Chairman: Mr G 5 Bessey (East Cumbris CHC,
Sorthern Regiony

Vice-Chairman: D B K Grfliths (Central
Birmingham CHC, West Midlands Begini
Honorary Treasurer: Me 8 Swift (Bury CHC,
Morth Western Region)

Members of the Standing Commiites
mrH F Thomas ( Drdsm CHO, Sorthern
Regron)

S L Rosen (Leeds Fastern CHO, Yorkshine
HRegion)

Mr Kenneth Henderson {5carborough CHO
Yorkshire Regiond

Mr A Goodson (Sauth Lincolnshire CHE . Tremt
Hegon)

Clir F Haynes (Central Mottinghamshire CHC,
Tremt Region) - 1o May 1979

Mir G 5 Sharpe ( Sorth-West Leicestershire CHO,
Trent Regionl - from May 1979

Mr A S Watts (Norwich CHC, Fast Anglis
Regiong

Lady M Marre (Edpware and Hendon CHC,
Worth Wesl Thames Region)

Mrs | Mostvn (South Hammersmith CHO. North
Wit Thames R{'EIHTLI

Dr 0 55 Fawley i West Essex and District CHC,
MNorth East Thames RL‘]{“H‘”

Mrs R Bucky (Haringey CHC, Nonh Easi
Thames Regpon)

Mr I E Austin-Walker iGireenwich CHO. South
East Thames Hegiend

Mirs % Harris ( Maidstone CHO. South Fast
Thames R.l:si-:mb

Clir B Y Slephenson {Fast Surrey CHO . South
West Thames Regon )

The BRew 1M Evins [ Wes) Surrey & Morth East
Hampshire CHC. South West Thames Begion)
Mr A P Ridley (Porsmouth CHO, Wessen
Region)

Mr E W Mobbs (East Dorsct CHU. Wessey
Region) - from July 1979

Mrs E Collins | High Wycombe CHC, Oxford
Region)

Mr O E Andrews iMorth Devon CHO, South
West Region)

Me I3 AV Harper (Gloucesier CHC. South
Western Region) - 1o March 1979

Conmt Chsirles de Sale (Fast Samerset CHO,
South Western Region) - from March 1979

S Bruce Meredith ( Dudley CHC, Wes
Mudlands Rewion)

Mrs G 1 Bourne (Crewe CHO, Mersey Region)
Clir G Sampey { Maccleshield CHC, Mersey
Region)

M J W Baltard (Oldham CHO, North Westemn
Region|

My W G Davies | Montgomery CHC. Wabes)
Clie W [ Evans [Carmarthen CHC, Wales)

Mr DM Thomas (Cardifl CHC. Wales)
Sr Henry Wilkiams {Clwyd South CHC, Wales)

Secretary Observers

M Joy Gunter { Dewsbyry CHO, Yorkshire and
Maorthern Regions)

M Hob Pavee ( Rotherham CHO, Tren and Fast
Anglia Regions)

Mr Barrie Taylor (South West Herts CHC, Morth
West und North Fast Thimes Regions)

Mr Peier Fletcher (Chechester CHO, South East
and South West Thames Fegions)

My David Emcrson { Bath CHC, Wessex gl
South Western Regions)

Mlr Drag Saunders (Salop CHC, Oxlirnd and West
Mlid lands “.l:giﬂmu}

Ml Tony Richards (50 Helens & Knowsley CHC,
Mersey und Morth Weslern Regions)

M Arwyn Griffiths (1 lanclli-Dinctwe CHC.
Wales)

Editorial Board of CHO News

Dr B K Griflaths (Chaurmand

Mr G5 Bessey Mr 1P M Thamas
Mr N Swilt Miss Vivian Sanders
e B Tavior Mr M A Gerrard

Working Group on Casually Services

Mr 13 M Thomas (Chairman)

Mr G5 Hessey Mrs J Mostyn

Dr | 8 5 Fairley M 3 Liovd Perkins
I B K Grfluhs Mr G M Waine

Waorking Group on Communication

Clir B Y Stephenson (Chairman)

Mr G 5 Hessew Mr Michael MeGowin
Mr Edgar Evins Mr Emrys Roberts

¥ B K Grffiths Murs ) Quelch

Working Party on the Hole and
Development of Community Health
oy

Lady M Murse (Chairmani Dr B K Griffiths
Mr G S Bessey Mr I Saunders
Mrs G 1 Bourne Mr D M Thomis

Working Party on Well Women

Mres Jow Mostyn (Chairman )

Mr G 8 Bessey Mrs E Crsllins
Mes G 1 Bowrne Iy B K Grilfiths
Mre R Bucky Mr= M Sgumders

Stall

Secrotary: Mike Germnd

Assistant Secretary Chive Choan
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