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Dear Ms Phillips

‘We have received a nurber of queries following my letter of 11 August and it would
‘8ppear that some misunderstanding has arisen, 4Ag Teluested my letter sets out

the statulozy position,

Eowever CzZCs and health authoritieg should bear in ming that Ministers take the
view that when a health authority proposes to close or change the use of a health
building, the authority should consult those CZCs fror whose districts there is

an established - and substantial - flow of patienis to the health tuilding in
Questiion, Furthermore if two or more CiCs are consulied, the weight given to
agTeenent or objection from particular CiCs should be related to the extent to
¥aich patients from 'their' disirict make use of the health building in Question,
Where a CEC which has a substantial interest consicders that it should bde consulted
2nd makes Tepresentations, it is open to }Minisiers %o insist that the closure be
relerred to the Ru4 z2nd subsequently to the Secretuizy of State for a decision,

A copy of this letter goes to West Essex anz Enfield Kealth Authorities and North
East and North West Tnames Fiis, :

Yours Sincerely
S

Tr

R C Livermore
Regional lizison Division



